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This book has been published by the present members of
Mobile Construction Battalion Six as a tribute to the accomplish-
ments of the men, past and present, who have made the Battalion
so successful in carrying out its many tasks over the past three

years.

It is hoped that the following pages will recall many of the

ing officer of such an excellent group of men. The challenges that
have been met and the successes experienced can only be attrib-
uted to your "Can Do" spirit, and anyone who has observed MCB

Six in action can only shout a “well done.”

CDR V. M. TREGONIS, CEC, USN

Commanding Officer
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August 17, 1952, Mobile Construction Battalion Six completed their deployment
in Argentia, Newfoundland, and boarded the USS Kent for their return voyage to
Davisville, Rhode Island. The battalion arrived in Davisville on August 22, 1952.
The two-party leave period was used while the battalion was in the States in order
to allow the men leave, and at the same time, send others to schools in Newport,
R. I. By October 5, 1852, all hands were aboard, making ready for their next de-
ployment which was to be Cuba. On October 10, the battalion went aboard the
MSTS Muir and sailed for Guantanamo Bay, arriving there on Oct. 15, 1952. The
Battalion immediately moved into barracks at Leeward Point, where they stayed
until April 3, 1953. "Six” had many jobs (as usual) on this deployment and some of
them were: completing the runway lighting; extending the boundary road; drilling

for water; building a new sickbay; and construction of living quarters for the Naval
Air Station. i

The Battalion returned to the States shortly after Easter 1953, for leave and rec-
reation. The same two-party leave period was used so that the men could attend

schools. The Battalion, as always, was very busy making ready for their next deployment.

When May 23, 1953, rolled around, "'Six" climbed aboard the USS Sanborne and set sail for Port Lyau-
tey, French Morocco. They arrived on June 2nd and commenced work shortly after on many various proj-
ects. Among some of the jobs included the finishing of a new gymnasium; construction of a new out-door

movie; remodeling of a large airplane hangar; maintencmce work on the dependents housing; and the
building of a new LST ramp.

Early in November, MCB Six left Port Lyautey for Davisville, arriving on November 15th. Plans were
put into effect for "Six" to be split into nine detachments. The Battalion picked up stakes on February 8§,
1954, and departed for Cuba, where the plan was to take shape. “Six” arrived in sunny Cuba on February

13, 1954. As final plans were being put together for the detachments, MCB Six aided MCB Eight, who was
deployed in Cuba at that time, on the construction of the dependents housing project.

Detachment "Dog"” was the first
of the detachments to be commis-
sioned, with R. F. Reynolds, CWO,
USN, as its officer-in-charge.
"Dog” left Cuba on 16 April ‘54,
on the LST 988, arriving in San
Juan on 18 April. The detachment
remained there until November of

1954, before returning to Davis-
ville, R. 1.

The second of the detachments,
"Easy,” was commissioned on 7
May ‘54, and departed aboard
the LST 988 for San Salvadore in
the Bahama Islands on 21 May.
Ensign C. Matthews, CEC, USN,
was officer-in-charge, cnd WO W.
Monnier, USN, assistant officer-in-
charge. Detachment “Easy” re-
turned to Davisville the following
yvear on 27 August 1955.

It is at this point that this cruise
book begins with the commission-
ing of detachment “Fox" . . .




The big day for Detachment "Fox” came on June 5, 1954,
in Cuba, where the Detachment was commissioned in «
short and colerful ceremony, headed by CDR P. ]. Sim-
mons, commanding officer of MCB Six and LCDR A. L.
Pekarsky, executive officer. CDR Simmons read the of-
ficial orders which officially commissioned Detachment
“Fox," with LTIG C. W. Harman as officer-in-charge, and
CHELEC R. P. Wittenberg as assistant officer-in-charge.

Following the personnel inspection, CDR Simmons ad-
dressed the Delachment, emphasizing the importance of
the work to be done and its significance in the large-
scale planning of the Navy Department and the Depart-
ment of Defense. LT]G Harman accepted the command
of "Fox,” expressing his confidence in the ability and
loyalty of the Detachment, and assured CDR Simmons
that "Fox" would faithfully perform the duty assigned her.

Detachment "Fox," composed of 148-men, departed on
the LST 533, on June 14, 1954, for Grand Turk. The Detach-
ment was officially decommissioned in July 1955, at Davis-
ville, Rhode Island.



In July of 1954, MCB Six returned to Davis-
ville from Cuba, and made the necessary ar-
rangements for the commissioning of Detach-
ment "George,” which was commissioned on
July 9, 1954, The new Detachment was led by
LT J. Morgan, CEC, USN, and ENS A. L. Brown,
CEC, USNR, as assistant OinC. Detachment
“"George'’ departed for Nova Scotia, where they
stayed until August 1955, at which time they
returned to Davisville, and were decommis-
sioned.
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On September 3, 1954, Detachment "How,'’ the Fifth Detach-
ment, was commissioned with LT A, E. Hackett, CEC, USN, as
officer-in-charge and ENS ]. A. Tiso, CEC, USNR, assistant
OinC. The 140-man-Detachment was commissioned in front of
Barracks 107, in Davisville, with LCDR A. L. Pekarsky, CEC,
USNR, executive officer of MCB Six, reading the official orders.
Detachment "How" departed Davisville on September 14, 1954,
aboard the LST 532. They spent eight months on tropical Ber-
muda before returning on the LST 344, to be decommissioned
in June of 1955,




October 27, 1854, MCB Six; lor the second time in its history, held a che
command ceremony with LCDR R. C. Jaquess, CEC, USNR, assuming command
CDR P. I. Simmons, CEC, USN, in a short but stirring ceremony. Captain Short anc
CDR Dovyle, of CBLANT, were also on hand for the o al ceremony, which was held in
the CBC Gymnasium.

CDR P. ]J. Simmons, alter reading his orders. expres
commanding officer of the Ballclion, and in the coop
received from the oificers and men of "'Six.”" Even though ¥ ur. wi Batitalien
was only 17 months, he was well aware of the excellent w that the Battalion had
done and he knew that MCB Six would continue to uphold the high standard of work
previously dene on their projects.

LCDR ]Jaquess stated that he was proud o be the new commanding cificer of MCB

Six, and that he hoped the men would show the same spirit of willing-

ness, cooperation and loyalty with him, as they had with CDR

Simmons.
—
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Three months passed before the next Detachment was
commissioned. It was on 21 January 1855, that the men
of MCB Six formed the sixth detachment — Detachment
"Item.” The new commanding officer of MCB Six, CDR
Jaquess, read the official orders commissioning De-
tachment "Item.” LT]G J. A. Lane, CEC, USNR, then

» A 4 y P s read his orders which gave him the helm as officer-in-
l, charge. Following the commissioning ceremony was «a
personnel inspection held by CDR Jaquess, LCDR

Pekarsky, and LT]G Lane.




Detachment

Jig

The commissioning of Detach- £
ment "Jig"’ came on 20 April 1955, is
with LT]G H. N. Wenke, CEC,
USNR, as officer-in-charge and
ENS W. A. Baker, CEC, USNR, as-
sistant OinC.,

MCB Six's commanding officer,
CDR R. C. Jaquess read the orders
forming the 140-men as a Detach-
ment.

LTIG Wenke, in a short speech
accepting the command of the De-
tachment, expressed his pride in
the confidence that had been
placed in him, and in the Detach-
ment. “With everyones' coopera-
tive work on this project,” he said,
"I am sure we will be able lo
complete the job in 'jig* time.”

Detachment "Love” was commissioned on July
11th, 1955 at 1330, in an impressive ceremony held
in Davisville. LCDR L. Pyles read the orders for the
commissioning of Detachment "Love” and her new
officer-in-charge, ENS S. T. Wilkoz. Detachment
"Love” departed Davisville in July 1955, and was
deployed at Cape May, New Jersey. The Detachment
returned fo the States a few months later in October
and was decommissioned.

Detachment Love
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The First Lift had a hard, but important
job to do when they arrived. They had tc
put several refers in operation so that the
frozen food could be stored. This job had to
be completed during the first week because
the ship carrying the Battalion's first food
supply was due one week after their ar-
rival. Other important jobs were the tent
camp area (which had to be ready for the
second Lift which arrived two weeks later),
and the boundary fence. Two old buildings
were located on the camp site and they
were an old salt water pump house, and
one wing of an old army hospital. The utili-

ties included a sewer system, a salt water

system and part of a fresh water system.

These two buildings proved to be a big
help in the early days of the deployment.

Without too much work, the old hospital §

wing was turned into a temporary galley,
mess hall and personnel office. Later, the

old army hospital wing was remodeled and &
served as a galley, mess hall, personnel §
office, offices for the commanding officer &%

ANTIGUA

In September 1955, with Detachment
[tem, Detachment Jig, and Detachment Love
still operating, the main body of the Battal-
ion prepared on take on another job in An-
tigua, B.W.I. The Battalion left Davisville in
three lifts, with the first lift leaving on Sep-
tember 21, and arriving in Antigua on the
29th, after stopping for a short while on
Grand Turk to unload materials there.

Lift Two departed Davisville on the 29th
of September, arriving at Antigua on Oct.
8th. The Third Lift left on Oct. 15, arriving on
the 23rd.

and executive officer, beer hall, ship store,
post office and galley issue room.

As time passed, the construction of the
new naval facility started and before long,
buildings began popping up all over the
areq.

Off hours were spent on the many white
sandy beaches on the island, recreation
parties, movies, sports, writing letters,
studying and patronizing the Seabee beer
hall.
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Electricians
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Company Crews
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Form crew
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2. Concrete crew
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Plaster crew

4. Batch Plant crew

‘D" Company Crews

5. Form and Plaster crew
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During an informal ceremony on September 18, 1958,
in Davisville, R.1., Det. LIMA was commissioned with LT
G. A. Anderson, CEC, USN, as OinC and LT]G F. M.
Kresser, CEC, USNR, as assistant OinC.

The detachment of 200 men, departed the following
day for Roosevelt Roads, P.R., where they stayed for
six months before returning to the main body of MCB
Six in Davisville, in March 1957.

"LIMA" had many jobs to perform while deployed in
Puerto Rico, but the most important was the renovation
of the dependent housing for the expanding naval
base there.

Their high morale and '"Can Do" spirit was shown
in many ways during their stay in Puerto Rico. One of
the biggest factors behind this tiny group was their
newspaper, the "Det. LIMA Limb."”
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MCB Six moved out of Davisville for sunny Cuba on
Sept. 28, 1956, on the LST 1163. The Battalion arrived on
Oct. 3, and quickly went to work unloading and moving
into the CB camp area on mainside.

The Battalion was loaded down with many jobs and
some of these were: raising the athletic field, relocating
and building a new road section to eliminate serious
driving hazards; and the largest of the projects, construc-
tion of 88 married enlisted quarters and 25 married
officers’ quarters at Leeward Point. This job clone was
too large for the Battalion to complete on this cruise, as
no adequate housing was available for the Battalion at
Leeward Point.

Shertly after the Battalion arrived in GTMO, the com-
mand of MCB Six changed hands when CDR V. M. Tre-
gonis, CEC, USN, relieved CDR R. C. Jaquess, CEC, USNR,
in a very impressive ceremony. Oct. 27, 1956, marked the
fourth time the command had changed hands.

Other interesting facts on this deployment were in the
sports field. MCB Six ended the base softball league in
4th place with M. R, Schack taking the batting title with
a .500 average. In bowling, the Seabees came out second
in the league with a 70},—171/; win-loss record. Indi-
vidual trophies were awarded to the Bees, with a large
trophy for the Battalion. Wexell had the leagues best
average with a 181.3 and walked off with a fine trophy.
The basketball team finished the season in 4th place in
the base league.
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Angieline Sue Budd
1957 Queen Bee

[
!

Runn

y .
Roberta Schneible \

- _
) . Rosemarie Schneible Barbara Ann Stone 5
\

Betty Mae Stone Naninka Nani Fiéla



s Angaellne Sue Budd is crowned Miss Queen Bee
for 1957.

o -

The ng,an speeks

Admiral Ellis speaks.

_._.“___

G T. Laach younges+ Seabee presents flowers
" . ‘o the Queen and her court.

I5TH ANNIVERSARY QUEEN
IS CROWNED
-

CDR Tregonis, Angieline Budd, Peggy
Penzold and Nancy Lewis.

The cake cutting.
Chow Down.
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