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Dedication

This book is dedicated to the wives,
parents, sweethearts, and loved ones of
the men of U.S, Naval lMobile Construction
Battalion SIX, so that they may better
understand the purpose for being at
Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico, The men
have worked hard at their duties and it
is hoped that everyone will be reunited
with a heart warming feeling,




BATTALION HISTORY
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U. S NAVAL MOBILE CONSTRUCTION BAT
SAN SALVADOR . "' ;

NOVA SCOTIA
FLELITHERA
LA

U,5, Haval lioblle Construction Battalion
No. SIX was formally commissioned on May 3,
1951, at Ilorfolk, Va. rollowing completion
of the comrissioning ceremony, U3 I wel-
comed eaboard UJH f.D. rinkerton, CuC, USH,
its new Commanding Officer.

The first assignment given SIX was the
reconstruction of the baseball field at the
Naval Station in Bermuda, where it relieved
MCB FOUR.

Upon finishing two months of intensive
training and scheduled construction in Ber—
mda, THe 25T sailed for its next denloy—
ment site at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, on July
6, 1951,

Wnile deployed in Cuba various construc—
tion projects were undertaken at the Naval
Station. In addition a complete seabee

cam: was erected at Leeward Foint

After a very successful deployment in
Cuba, SILi embarked for the retum
trip home, The battalion retumed
to Davisville in December of 1951
and remained there until March,

1952,
CIXdebarked for Argentia, lew-
foundland where the battalion
remained until August, 1952,
The battalion arrived at
Davisville in August
and stayed there until
) October 10, when it
A\ set sail for its sec-
ond deployment in

Cuba. The men of

SIX occupied the
barracks at Lee=
ward Point this
time and car—
riedout the

task of constructing the ozficer and en-
listed barracks at the laval Air Station.

SIX remained in Cuba until april 3, 1953,
and returned to tne States shortly after
saster.

On kay 23, ~IX was reaqy to deploy to
French l.orocco. They arrived June 2 to re-
lieve iCB rUUR and imuediately commence
work at the Haval Base,

with another deploynent finished in Nov-
ember, 1953, the battalion sailed homeward.

On February &, 1954, SIK commissioned its
first detachment. Detacnrent DUG as it was
called received orderson aoril 16, 1954 and
arrived in San Juan, ruerto fica om April
18, 1954, wnile the main body was om its
third deployment in Caba,

Detachment ZaSY was the next to be com-
missioned on hay 7, 1954 which departed on
Kay 21, 1954, zor its deployment site in
San Salvador,

Following its two predecessors, detach-
ment FOX was commissioned on June 5, 1954
and sailed for Grand Turiks on June 1k, 1954.

In July, 1954 SIX arrived in Davisville
to commissionits fourth detachment, GEURGE,
on July 9, 1954, who departed for Nova
Scotia,

Detachment HOW became the fifth to be com=
micsioned on September 3, 1954, at Davis-
vi_le. Detachment HUW was devloyed to Ber—
muda on Septermber 1, 1954,

October 27, 1954, brought SIX a new com-
manding officer when CDit i.C. Jaguess, CiC,
USN, relieved the ailing CUR -.J. Simmons,

Many months passed before the battalion
commissioned detachment ITEM on January 21,
1955, which became the sixth. Following
its commission the detachment left for
Hantucket, kass,




HISTORY (cont'd)

On April 20, 1955, detachment JIG became
number seven and was sent to Cape Hatteras,

Only three detachments of the original
seven were still in operation by September,

MCB SIX's next deployment site was Antigua
where they remained from COctober 1955 to
July 1956. Detachment KILO was commissioned
in July before the battalion left for the

Upon the batialion's return to DJavisville
from Antigua, detachrent LIHA was commis—
sioned and departed for FPuerto Hico in
September, 1956, I

HCB SIX moved out from Davisville in |
September bound for ites fourth cruise to |
Cuba and arrived there on October 3, 1956.

On October 27, 1956, SIX received its
Tregonis, CEC, USN, relieved CLR X.C.

Before the battalion left Cuba, detach-
ment MIKE was commissioned and remained

When SIX retumed to Davisville, LCii
L.E, Stiffler, CEC, USN, relieved LCUN H,
D, Mitchell, as ixecutive Officer. While
the battalion was din Davisville, detach-
ment HOVEXBER was commissioned a.d sent
to Bermuda.

MCB SIX departed for Git'HEo Bay, Cuba
again in June, 1957, commencing its fifth
deployment there, Upon the arrival of
SIX, detachment MIKE was decommissioned.

While deployed in Cuba, SIX was awarded
the, "THE BuST of the Atlantic Fleet Sea-

through the cooperation and hard work of
all the officers and men of MCB-6,

January 13, 1958, found the E:ST on
their way back to the States again. Be-
fore the Battalion left Cuba, detachment
USCAR was commissioned and remained be-

NCB SIX arrived in Davisville on January
17, 1958, and on April 25, 1958 detachnent
Quebec was commissioned and was sent to

tachment (uebec became the seventeenth de-
tachment to be commissioned,
Before i:CB SIX left on May 15, 1958,

missionod and sent to DBarbados, B.W.l.
‘Following completion of their work FPAPA
returned to the main body,

#CB SIX left Roosevelt Roads for the
‘States on November 16, 1958, thus closing
out seven years of successful and pros-
‘perous cruises,

commanding officer; CDR V..,

This was a title well earned

Hewfoundland on Aordil 30. OJe-

present deployment at Roosevelt
P, R., detachment PAPA was com=




QUE PASA

A job well done set off the climax of U.S.
Naval Mobile Construction Battalion No, SIX'S
campletion of operations at Roosevelt Roads,
Puerto Rico upon their departure for Davisville,
R.I, on November 16, 1958

It all started back on May 15, 1958 when
ICB SIX departed from Davisville on the USHS
Gibbins,

The main projects while at Roosevelt Roads
were the construction of the AUW building,
erection of the base security fence, and laying
a fuel oil pipe line, Other jobs were construction
of a pump house and rehab work on the existing
buildings,

The third platoon of "D" Company was detached
to Vieques to conduct rehab work on the barracks,
messhall, and heads of the Marine camp, This 4O
man platoon rebuilt a water storage tank there,

\ The Battalion alsc commissioned its 18th
detachment, PAPA. It was detached in early June

to Barbados Island in the B.w.I. The 4O men

completed work on the U,S5. Facility,

The detachment's main project was laying

ceramic and Cuban tile and construction of an

800-foot asphalt road.

At the ComCELant inspection held during the
week of Ausust 25-29 the Battalion recieved the
Presidential Unit Citation for heroic duty while
knovm as the Sixth Naval Construction Battalion,

The Battalion was awarded the FUC for service
with the First Marine Division at Guadalcanal
during the period of August 7 to December 9, 1945,
under the command of LCDR J.P. Blundon, CEC, USN.

MCB SIX is now authorized to display the
appropriate insignia, including streamer, plague
and replicas of ribbon and pennant for this award.

The deployment did not entirely include all
hard work, There will remain many memordies of
recreation and liberty in Puerto Hico.

The men will never forget that L4:30 beer call
in the MCE SIX DEN, or the EM Club beer hall,
There was much fun had at the Harbor Lights Club
which included bingo, drinks, and dancing,

Other base recreation included bingo in the
Battalion galley, beach trips and sports,

The Seabees won't forget those'publico” runs
to Cieba, Fajardo, Liguillo, and San Juan, Many
other runs were made to Puerto Rico's highest
mountain E1 Yunoue,

X
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- COMMANDING
OFFICER

Commander Verne Milton Tregonis, CEC,
USN, a veteran of WWIL and the Korean Con=-
flict is now U,S. Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion No, SIX's Commanding Officer.

He relieved CDR R.C. Jaquess, CEC, USNR,
on October 19, 1956 when the Battalion was
on deployment at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. He
has been C.0. of SIX for 25 months,.

Leading the Battalion on three deploy-
ments during his tour, COR Tregonis is
expecting orders soon after arrival at
Davisville, R,I,

Beceiving his commission in the U,S5. Navy
on August 1, 1944, he went to his first
duty station at U,S, Naval Shipyard, Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii in September, 1944 where he
held duties as an Assistant Public Works
Officer from 1941 to 1944.

The comnmander's next duties led him to
Navy Operating Base, Newport, R.I. Here
he was assigned duties again as an As-
sistant Public Works Officer from 1944 un-—
til 19h6-

From thistime until 1948, MCB-6's Captain
was Public Works Officer and Resident Of=-
ficer in Charge of Construction of U,S,
Naval Ammunition Depot, Earle, N.J.

His next duty took him away form the
United States to Adak, Alaska where he was
Resident Officer in Charge of Construction
of Contract NO y-13913 from 1948 until 1950,

At this time the skipper attended the Com-
mand and General Staff College, Ft. Levemn~
worth, Kansas for the regular 10 month
course,

CDR Tregoniswas the Navy Secretary of the
Committee on Equipment and Supplies in the
Office of the Assistant Secretary of De~
fense (BR&D), Washington, D.C., from 1951 to
1954«

His last duty station before reporting to
MCB SIX was U.S, Naval Post Graduate Schoal,
Monterey, California where he was Public
Works Officer and Resident Officer inCharge
of Construction,

Before entering the Navy, CDR Tregonis
graduated from Sacramento High School and
Sacramento Junior College in Sacramento,
Calif., He received his BS degree in Civil
Engineering from the University of Cali-
fornia in 1938,

After graduating from the University, he
did structural drafting and design for all
types of buildings for the Division of Arch-
itecture in Sacramento, Calif,

From1939 until 1940, the CDR was employed
with the U.S, Engineer Department in San
Francisco and from late 1940 until his re-
porting to active duty in the Navy, hewas a
Junior Engineer with the Civil Aeronautics
Administration in Washington, D,C.

CDR Tregonis and hiswife Barbara Jean have
two daughters, Diane, nine and Nancy, six,
His family now resides at 3428 N Callisch,
Fresno, Calif

V.M. TREGONIS
CDR, CEC, USN




LLOYD w, STIrFlEd,
LCuit, CsC, USN

OPERATIONS
OFFICER

Lieutenant Donald R. Trueblood, CEC, USN,
Operations Officer, reported to USN MCB SIX
on Mareh 1, 1958 as the relief for LT G.A.
fnderson, CEC, USN,

His previous duty stations before report—
ing to SIX were Assistant Public Works Of-
ficer of Naval School Command, Oakland,
Calif,; Public Works Officer, U. 5. Naval
linecraft Base, Charleston, 5.C.; Hesident
Officer in Charge of Construction, Naval
Industrial Reserve Shipyard, Tampa, Fla,.;
Project Officer, Public Works Center, Guam;
and Assistant Public Works Cfficer for Out—
lying Fields, Naval Air Station, Alameda,

He graduated from the U,S, Naval Academy
with a Bachelor of Science degree and from
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with a
Bachelor of Civil Engineering degree.

Prior to entering the Waval Academy, LT
Trueblood attended Indiana University in
his home town of Bloomington, Indiana.

He is authorized to wear the World War
II Victory and the National Defense Medals.

LT Trueblood is married to the former
Miss Cecile E, O'Connor of Alameda, Calif,
Mrs, Trueblood and the two children, David,
five, and Michael, three, are living in
Hoskins Park, Quonset Point, H.I,

LT Trueblood includes music, bridge, golf,
and camping among his hobbies, He used to
be a fisherman but gave it up when going
two years without a catch,

EXECUTIVE
OFFICER

Iieutenant Commander Lloyd E. Stiffler,
CEC, USN, is U.S. Naval Mobile Construction
Battalion No, SIX's Executive Officer, He
relieved LCDR R.D. Mitchell, CEC, USN, on
m 20, 1957.

Mr, Stiffler's service career shows that
he was in the Army from Oct., 1941 to Nov.,
1945 and held the rank of sergeant,

During this time in the Army while on
Tinian, LCDR Stiffler participated in a
concentrated B-29 attack on the Japs for
three weeks, He was subsequently awarded a
bronze star medal for his meritorious ser-
vice., He then returned to school and re-
ceived his BS degree in Civil Engineering
from Carnegie Institute of Technology.

Mr, Stiffler was commissioned a LTJG in
the Civil Engineering Corps on Nov, 8,
1948, Iater he was assigned by the Navy
to Princeton University where he earned a
MS degree in Engineering in 1955,

In his Navy career he has seen duty in
Philadelphia, Pa.; Princeton, N.J.; Kodiak,
Alaska; NAS, Key West, Fla,; Bethesda, Md.;
Little Creek, Va.; and Port Hueneme, Calif,

ICDR Stiffler was born en Dec. 17, 1922
in Altoona, Pa,, where his father is now
residing.

The Exec, being an active sportsman, likes
swimming and golf. In the hobby category
he spendshis time on hi-fl construction and
photography.

Jald ale USELCLOD,
LT, .C, USH




MCB SIX BEE HIVE - The barracks area of the 1l. Bks, #628, 'B" Co, berthing; 12. Bks.
seabees at Roosevelt Roads includes: 1. #0627, cooks and mess cooks berthing; 13,
Barracks #620, "D" Company berthing; 2, Bks, Bks. #617, "A" Co, berthing; 14. Bks. 1616,
#619, 'D" Co, berthing; 3. BEldg. #62L, "D" "A" Co, berthing; 15. BEldg. #615, Chap~
Co, head; 4. Bks, #618, First class petty lain's Office, Supply Issue Room and Beer
officers quarters; 5., Bks, #22, "C" Co, Hall; 16, Eldg. #6lk, "H" Co, and "C" Co.
berthing; 6. Bks, #625, "B" Co, berthing; head; 17. Bks, #13, "C" Co. berthing; 1&.
7. Hdg. #6326, "B" Co. head; 8. Seabee Bldg. #10, Rec Hut and MAA berthing; 19,
laundry; 9. Bldg. #623, Mess hall; 10, Bks. #12, "H" Co, berthing; and 20, Bks.
Bldg. #62,, Baker shop and cooks quarters; #611, CFO gquarters;




"H" COMPANY
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FLEET "MEN" -

medical and dental support for the Battalion while deployed

In addition to fielding a
championship softball team,

supplying some fine bowlers
for the Battalion bowling
teamand furnishing ten rough
and ready men for the Emer—
gency Ground Defense Force,
the personnel of Headquarters
Company furnishthe necessary
and vital administrative,
supply, medical and dental
support for the Battalion.

Fanctioning smooth as a
teamnot only on the athletic
field but also in their day
to day work in support of
the Battalion the '"men" of
Headquarters Company find
their work, interesting,
challenging and varied,

Numberding approximately 85
men, 22 of which are loaned
from the field companies to
perform mess-cooking and
camp clean-up, "H" Company
is composed mostlyof general
service ratings, commonly
referred to as the Fleet
Hates in the seabees.

From boatswain's mate to
steward every man has a vi-
taltask to performin support
of the Battalion,

The persomnel team, cap-—
tained by Earl Genton, PN,
receipts and transfers men
arriving and departing the

Battalion, maintains the all
important service records of
the men serving with SIX and
writes and maintains the all
important TAD orders.

Admin underthe supervision
of M.Y. Lipsey, 1NC, main-
tains the Battalion and Navy
directives, publishes Bat-
talion notices and instruc-
tions, compiles the required
weekly and monthly reports,
processes the Battalionmail.

IZE operated by Ken Koop=-
man, YN3, with valuable as-
sistance from his striker
Bob Bower, FN3, disseminates
information +to Battalion
personnel on the many ed-
ucational opportunities a~
vailable to Navy men. I&E
also is responsible for the
setting up and orderly func-
tioning of the service wide
exams for - advancement in
rate, a huge task in itself,

Legal, a one man team made
up of the Sea Lawyer from
West Virginia, Wally J.
Crews, IN3, is a graduate of
the Navy's School of Justice
at Newport, R.I. His task
is to process report chits,
draw up charge sheets, make
up bill of sales, power of
attomey forms, and make all
service record intries con-

These are the men who accomplished the importanl: administrative, supply,

at Roosevelt Roads, F.R,

nected with disciplinary
matters.

Supply supervised by the
smiling storekeeper reserve,
R,B, Russell, SK1, has the
important task of ordering,
receipting and issuing, tools
and materials for SIX'suse.
The SK'sdeal with everything
from pencils to pipe.

Twiee amonth, and when the
money is available for per
diem payment, three times a
month, everyone in the Bat-
talion comesinto direct con-
tact with the disbursing
team, They're the people who
stand behind the green lou-~
vers with the slit at the
bottom and hand out that
nice green money. Led by J.
0. Rogers, DKl1, the dis-
bursing clerks probably per-
form the most dimportant job
in the Battalion.

J.B, Haley, CS5C, major—domo
of the general mess, super—
vises the cooks, bakers, and
mess~cooks in the preparation
of nourishing and well bal-
anced meals, If you don't
think it's a job, just ask
the Chief what It's like to
feed 400 seabees, the big-
gest eaters in the Navy.

When +the laundry is run-
(CONT'D ON NEXT PAGE, COL,2)




ADMINISTRATION ~ The clerical men of Admin
include J.H. Hogan, Mi3; W, J. Crews; YN3;
RIS B, J. Ladewski, CiC; li Y. Lipsey, ¥NCs
Re 5, Bower, 11i3; L.J. Leisch, /3 and R.W.
m, m.

PERSOITLIL TUAM - Doing routine Personnel
Office work is K.K. Koopman, ¥N3; L.R. Gen-
ton, -ll, Office Supervisor; i. W. larmoth,
H3; 8,1, Vandergrift, N3 and LIS H.P. Sem—
melhacl, CiC, Assistant Personnel Officer.

"H" Co. (con't)

ning, G.W. Stringer, SH2, and his crew at-
tempt to kmock the mud and concrete out of
the greens, and remove the beer stains from
the whites. Contrary to popular belief the
laundry does not have a machine that tears
off buttons and shoots them through the
socks, however, it's on order.

C. E, Bussey, SHL, the barber and his
striker see to it that the men of SIX look
sharp. They s3y you really haven't been
shaved until J.J. Rigits, S5li, barber strilk-
er, takes the razor to you. Unlike most
shops the dincreased cost of operation has
not forced an increase in price., The price
remains the same, a cheery, thank you.

The Master at Arms force makes up the
watch bills that give you that 0000-0200
watch everytime you have the duty. H.W.
Feldthouse, GMC, is our acting chief of
police and is responsible for the internal,
security of the Battalion,

The chaplain, LTJG N.J. Brewer, CHC, gives
spiritual guidance, religious ceremonies,
personal assistance and correspondence to
MCB-6 personnel.

The journalist of PIO put out the best
battalion newspaper, called THE MCB SIX LUG,
in the seabees., They also inform the out—
side world by way of press releases.

Didyoumiss that nail and hit your thumb,
well then, come over to the sick-bay and
get some professiondl and sympathetic treat-
ment from our experienced corpsmen. Also
willing to lend a helping hand you'll never
find our HML or HI:2 too busy to take care
of your needs,

You say that tooth's been bothering you,
why suffer, pay a visit to the only pain-
less dental office in the seabees.

B. M, Adams, Y11, has the all important
task of delivering and dispatching personal
and business mail for the Battalion. Frob-
ably the greatest single morale factor is
the prompt delivering of the stateside
"sugar reports',

Lvery man assigned a task, every man doing
his best to accomplish his job, with one
objective in mind, to support the field
companies, the hardest worldng, greatest
group of men in the Navy,
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"an! Chief, how come they

AT THE WARDROOM - P, Libao, SD1; J. R. Stinson, have 'taters spelled with
SD2 and C. A, Berrera, TN, commence preparing a a 'p1,, 7"
meal in the officers mess.

"Well, This is a fine time to think of thatl" DOUGH EENDER - L.W. Morgan, CSSN,
"H" Company, prepares a cake in the

Battalion Baker Shop.

SORTING MACHINE- bundles white

BUT WE DIDN'T SMASH YOUR BUTTONS - shirts with dyed clothing,
R.R. Brown, TN; G.W. Stringer, SH2 Purpese to give all clothing a
and R.C, Burch, SH3, finish uwp a pink or baby-hlue hue when

hot dav in the seabee laundry. washed,




A FLAT-TOP VLEASE - J.J. Regits, SN, barber Navy haircut as C. E. Bussey, SH1, barber
striker, gives LCDR L. E. Stiffler, X0, a shop supervisor looks on,.

T TSl

friend
on pay day is W. E. Quackenboss, DK2; J.C.
Rogers, D1 and G.R. Walter of disbursing.

GET A 1150 FORM ~ These are familiar words Russell, SK1; C, W, Sharpe, Jr., SA, and
of J. D, Sweet, SK2; D, A, Holt, SK3; R. B, Jake Zigmind, SK2, of the Supply Office.




SUPPLY OFFICER - LCDH R.W. Simpson, SC, USN,
spends a large amount of his time behind
his desk taking care of supply, disbursing,
and galley duties.

=t

|\

Ed Cestaro, CS3, pause from their daily
routine of preparing food for the seabees.

GREENS ISSUE - J.G, Rulz, SK3 and B. Thomp=-
son, SK2, check inventory on the boon-dock-
ers on stock in the issue room,

CEC, USN,
Assistant Admin-Personnel Officer, signs
personnel record page as one of his many

cooks, bakers, butchers and mess cooks, who
keep the men of MCB SIX well fed.

lt

DOC'S - W.F. Rollo, HMC; D, E. Wagoner,
HM2 and D. G. Oakes, HML, look on as Doctor
J . H, SALMON, LT, MC, comment onMod practices,




A" COMPANY

DOUBLE CLUTCHERS -
job sites.

The mission of "A" Company
is to provide autemotive and
construction equipment sup-
port for the Battalion while
on deployment, This may
involve anything from the
assigmments of a pick-up to
wdng thousands of yards of

"Jt" Company is set up in
two major divisions: opera~
tions and maintenance. The
operations section is made
up of drivers and the mainte
enance section is made up of
mechanics,

Operations is again divided

into two sections:automotive
and heavy equipment; auto-
motive operations provides
services involving the tran—
sporting of men and material
also bus service and hauling
with dump trucks.

Heavy equipment operation
provides for crane service,
earthwork, clearing,ditching
operation of earth augers,
transit mixers, and pile
drivers.

The maintenance section is
responsible for the upkeep
and repair of all automotive
and construction equipment
assigned to the Battalion,
which in the case of the
present deployment numbers
about one hundred and fifty

1AM Company personnel who gawve
This company is composed mostly of CD's and CM's.

pieces,

The maintenance section is
madeup of several components
which are as follows: auto-—
motive repair, cemstructien
repair, construction equip-
ment Inbrication

repair, »

spare parts, tire repair,and
hattery shop, all  being
equally important in carring
out a successful maintenance
and repair pregram,

Spare parts, er 610l as it
is called by the men, rates
particular mention, This
section has over five thous-
and different repair items
which must be accurately ,
accounted for and dispensed
as needed; no small task in
itself, Parts which are
required but are not ava-
jlable in the 6101 assembly
are procured through supply
departments frem eitherlocal
or stateside. One extremely
important task within A"
Company is that of keeping
the required records, Each
gallon of fuel issued to a
piece of equipment each
quart of oil, each lubric-
ation that it recieves, each
repair part including tires
and batteries must be logged
against that particular veh-
icle, The scheduling of

support transportation for all the

vehieles for the required
preventive maintenance, co—
mpiling data for reperts
required by YDSO Office of
Industrial Relations, ComCB-

lantandothers are additional

of
From the operations stand;po—
int such things as weather,
terrain, and soil character—
istics have made some tasks
almost unsurmountable but
which in the end have been
conquered,

From the maintenance sta-
ndpoint a shortage eof the
necessary repair parts has
caused considerable delay
butin many cases has brought
to light the capabilities of
the mechanics for making
emergency repairs that are
ingenious in themselves,

Support of the POL project,
the security fence project,
and the AUW project has
required the majority of the
productive effort of "A"Com—
pany during this deployment,
thus making it dimpossible
to pursue the road projects
assigned to "A" Company to
the extent which they
should have been,




MEICAIICS = Jim

REPORTS - N.E, Wambold, CMON T , OR;
goes over recordsof ga; used’ "l.E'. m%u‘-l.r’: CHMCH and lé[.i&
by company vehicles with W. Iilbert, , make rou

H. Snapp, CN. checks on company vehicles,

"A" COMPANY BOSS - WO C.W. Kuhns, CEC, USli, Company
Cormander, explains pictures of an accident to R.L.
Stuart, CDC, in the company office.

QZ LAl JOB - Performing his daily duties HSAVY SWIFENT - Sidney omith, GHMCH, "a"
alons in the Machine Shop each day is F,H. Co., checks the oil on a company bull-
Foelsch, Jr., "A" Company. He is tightening dozer which just pulled into the compound

the dog on a machine lathe, with a squak.




]MOTOR Pom.]
== é
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GREASE RACK - Using the grease gun to oil
the drive shaft on an "»" Company vehicle "¥ou? issi
on the grease rack at the compound srea is F{fgug:cm?i.s?ir;?"a
R.B. Cox, CM3, - g ke

— S . e el

LOW JUICE - E.R. Hutchinson, C¥Ch, udds fluid MORE NuILS - L,P, Wiliiams, CM3, performs

to battery that has gone low., He also has his daily duties in "A" Company tire shop.
the charger hooked up. Mucho nails, Uh?

"Shift through the gears again, PARTS HOUSE - C.A. Itidale, CH, checks out
here comes another motell" a vehicle CO2 bottle from Y.r. Themes, Cdl,
and WA Lane, CN, wiio work in the 6101 bldg.



A" COMPANY SUPPORT
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THE BE=SY MEN — The support work of these UT's, CE's, DM's, BU's, and SV's will be re-
membered by all for the work they accomplished on deployment at Hoosevelt Roads, P.R.

The work accomplished by
the men of "B" Company often
goes unnoticed, If a job is
running smeothly then affairs
are as they should be; but,
when misfiresoccur the cause
is usually credited to the
support work of "B" Company,.

Such is thelife ofa support
company, for each day is
filled with ecrucial moments
where the abundance of the
talent located in"B"Commany
is called upon to meet the
crisis, The byword of this
company has cometo be there
when needed, or soon there
after,

The work of "B" Company
varied and requires a wide
dispersal of Navy Ratings,
The shop compound, which is
the hive of the "B" Comp-
any Bees, contains the men,
tools, and equipment that
are essential te support
worke

Every day the men of the
Carpenter, Welding, Electfic
and UT Shops, and the teol
room are ready and willing,
to provide their services,
These are the people whe
seldom leave their area for
the field and Utilitiesmen
contribute their efforts
towards designated projects,
camp maintenance and after

working hour calls when
emergencies arise,
Where it not for the work of
the Sarveyors many a  job
would never start and few
would be completed.

The shop personnel take on
a great number of jobs with
an eagerness that blossoms
inte fruitful results,

In addition te the aforem—
entioned, "B"Company operates
the Material Cempound, which
is involved in affording the
material for the field crews
to carry out their work,

Men of "B" Company supply
all the personnel for the
Operations Department, Eng-
ineering and Drafting, Camp
Maintenance,and the operation
of the Batch Plant,

Thus it is easily seen
that the efforts of "B" Com~
pany can go unrecognized
during a deployment due to
the nature of their work
Yet it is the nature of this
company te see that work does
net meet snags and continues
teo progress.

These men of "B" Company
are only cogs of a vast
Battalion wheel but the
men expend their utmost
abilities in order to make
this important wheel func-
tion properly.




"Meeses With a college education,
5 USAFI courses, and look what
I'm doing.

NO HOT WATER - J.W. Smith, UT2; J.A. Falas-
ca, UT3, and D,G, Myers, "B" Company men,
perform construction of pipe ocutlet on the
AUW Building.

e — A T— g Y

CE'S AT WORK? - Known to be some of the
hardest working seabees in the Battalion
are the construction electricians.

"The UT's will never believe this]"



THE FENCERS ~ Whether it be stretching fence,
constructing beam structures or support to the AUW shop, bthese men had their hands in it.

This work involved wvery
difficult pipe patching with
bitumastic enamal as well as
difficult pipe placing due
te the many facilities
already in place.

The Battalion was only
expected to finish 60% ef
this jeb. Included in this
job was alsethe construction
of seventeen valve pits,

nC" Company also had its
finger in the read building

by the Seabees, as all the
road structure had been
built by  "C"  Company

personnel, In the most or
many cases placement  was
difficult due to the inacce-
ssability and poor ground
conditions .
Another of "C" Company's
projects wasthe Steelworkers
to the classified
project, These men supplied
all reinforcement mats in
walls as well as all structe

ural steel,
A1l in all, "C" Company
All

had a taste of

during this deployment.

of the personnel had a
chance to learn something
they had not known before,
Some of the jobs at times
got monotonous, but this gave
the crews a chance to

IICII C
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repeated the same operation
and in that way to continu-
ally keep on their toes,
During the Roosevelt Hoads
t, "C* Company had
many varied jobs assigned to
it.

First, and highest in
priority, was the installatiom
of a security fence completly
around the perimeter of the
base, This length, somewhat
over eight miles, traversed
mountain and river bed as
well as trees, bushes and

Swamps,

Aleng with the fence went
culvert structures, which
carried the fence over small
streams, and beam structures
which carried it over the
larger streams and ditches,
In all there were over forty
of these structures on the
fence.

Many of the areas needed
to be filled as they were

swampy and impossible to

support the construction
equinment,
Another of "C" Company!'s

project was the installation
of approximately 13,000 feet
of 12 inch POL lines, Some
of this distance was replac=
ement of existing damaged
lines and some of it was for
new facilities,

holes, patching and laying pipe,




ROOSEVELT ROADS
SECURITY FENCE




ditch as F. H-K. Chun, w2 ’and LCDR L.E.
Stiffler converse about the job.
Bz ‘ " :

check the pipe on the FOL l:l.nn for breaks
and defecticns.

SW SUPPORT THE AUW SHOP - A group of steel-
workers tie rebar for a foundation wall at
the AUW building,

PIFE PATCHING - Taking & break on the FOL

line site after long hours of pipe patching

in the hot sun is P,R. bchmedcrkm
/ --‘1 —~—y .

PIFE LINE CHEW - Three "C" Company men per— SH
form duties on the pipe line which accounted shop and keep the different
for many man hours on this deployment. jobs supplied with rebar,




"D" COMPANY

"DM COMPANY BLOCK BUILDERS — These men are respansible for work on the AU

and the Vieques construction projects.

The mission of '"D" Company
is completion of construe—
tion projects assignedto SIX
by the Battalion's construc-

tion plan,
During our Roosevelt Roads
deployment "D" Ccmpany was

engaged in construction of
an AUW shop, rehabilitation
of 1 station buildings, and
rehabilitation of Marine Fa-—
cilities at Vieques Island,
P.RI

Company personnel included
1T R,B., Reeves, CEC, USH,
Company Commander; E.J. Bo-
rinski, BUCA, Company Chief
and Project Chief of the AUW
shop; H.C, Hilderbrand, BUC,
Project Chief for the Vieques
project and A.P. Prince, BUC,
Project Chief for the station
rehab job and Assistant Chief
for the AUW shop.

"D" Company's big job at
Roosevelt Roads was the AUW
shop. This structure was
started immediately upon the
Battalion's arrival at P.R.
A month and one half in the
mud and water and finally
this structure came out of
the ground,

Mot desiring to be too
boastful of company accom-
plishments, work was im~
mediately covered up. What

the pictures show represents
about 75% of sweat and 2%
of company muddy clothes
and wet feet,

The AUW project was not
all "D" Company's doing.
HAI'I,IIBII mﬂ Ilcl.l cmpaniss
have supplied drivers, elec-
tricians, UT's and steel-
workers and without their
assistance the area would
still be a quagmire.

Chief Prince drew first
blood for the Battalion so
to speak on the rehab job,
The day after SIX's arrival
Building 515, Navy Exchange
Garage had no roof and the
Jjob proceeded like a house
onfire until the Battalion's
construction requirements
dictated assignment of most
of the rehab crew elsewhere,

P,M, Hale, BUl, was placed
in charge at this time. With
his crew of 12 to 14 men the
Jjob progressedto a fine com—
pletion, Unfortunately the
glamor and spectacle of new
construction is lost here,
but the good Jjob done re-
flects good planning and
hard work on the part of Hale
and his crew,

Chief Hilderbrand spent
most of the deployment at
Vieques and returned Sept.

shop, rehab,

19, a real short timer, The
Viequeswork was accomplished
with an average crew of 32
men and consisted of reha—
bilitation or rebuilding of
90 advance bon type struo-
tures,

Three things were noteahble
about the Vieques work, a
Joint wenture project with
the Marine Engineers, the
erection of a 10,000 BBL
fuel oil tank, and the rea-
lization by the Marines at
Vieques that seabees are the
best especially if they be—

long to SIX,
A1l work and no play makes
working types real dull,

While at Roos Roads '"D" Com—
pany had two parties,

D" Company personnel also
enjoyed the Battalion party
at EM Beach.

Give the men some beach,
something to eat, a lot to
drink, and a chance to ex~
ercise their Can Do and no
one will have a better time,

That's Delta Company at
the end of another deploy-
ment. Their projects com-
plete or as complete as pos—
sible and in many ways the
men feeling real proud of
themselves - 'cause they did
a good job and belong toSIK.



AUW BUILDING

ON TOP THE AUW
SHOP -~ 1, "D" Com=
pany personnel emp—
ty a concrete buck-
et to pour a wall
esses2. Pouring of
deck bﬁgiﬂsn;-ttjo
Cement bucket emp—
ty, take it away
sessslss Two vibra-
tors are used to
settle the cement
down under the re—
bar wWir€....«..5.
Another Jjob well
done after scre-
eding of the deck
was complete,
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1TJG J. B. GROFF, CEC, USNR
0fficer—in-Charge
Detachment Quebec

MCB SIX Detachment Quebec, deployed to
Argentia, Newfoundland, consisting of 120
men and two officers was commissioned with
L1JG J.B, Groff, CEC, USNR, as0inC om April
25, 1958 at Davisville, R.I. Embarking on
the USS SHADWELL (LSD-15) on April 30, the
Detachment arrived in Argentia on May 3.

R.D. Dill, CDC, in charge of a six man
advance party which had arrived in Argentia
two weeks previously was at dockside with
transportation to escort the incoming De-
tachment to Barracks 102-M, our tase of op-
erations for the next seven months,

The first weekend was spent unloading the
ship and getting settled in our new barracks,
All hands turned to cheerfully, disregarding
the cold rainy weather which is normal in
Argentia for that time of year.

Monday morning Project Chisf Petty Officers
and Project Petty Officers, with their crews
begun the search for materiuls for their re-
spective projects. In a few short days it
became evident that blue-prints, material
take—offs and estimates which had been made
available to the Detachment in Davisville
for planning purposes were outdated and had
not given us a clear insight to the many
problems that began to plague the OinC and
his Operations Chief, L.E. Oliver, BUC.

As there was only material and working
areas available to start three of thell as-
signed projects, Davisville plans were dis-
carded, and the majority of the Detachment
were put to work on rehabilitating five 184
man two story wood frame barracks. This re-
habilitation work consisted of installing
new ceramic tiled showers and heads, altera-

' DETACHMENT QUEBEC

L.E., OLIVER, BUC, USN
Chief-in-Charge
Detachment Quebec

tion of full ceiling height partitions to
dwarf partitions, installation of new scrub
and dry rooms in the basements, new wiring
and light fixtures, replacements of damaged
asphalt floor tile, removing of obsolete
galley spaces and a huge amount of painting
of interior spaces.

A small crew of electricians were set to
work on the landing strip, completing the
installation of three high intensity runway
lights. & crew of builders with C.V. Dube,
BUl, in charge as Project PettyOfficer, be-
gan work on Project No, 3, which consisted
of rehabilitation work on four temporary
warehouse buildings, (40' X 200'), as soon
as the areas were cleared of stored ma-
terial, some two weexs later. Rotted load-
ing-docks, doors, under-pinning, floor
joists and flooring were replaced with new
material., The heating system for the four
warehouses was renewed, together with in-
terior and exterior lighting.

A complete new magneto phone system for
the stations fuel facility was started and
placed in operation by an electrical crew
under the leadership of C.R. Kebler, CE2,
Project Petty Officer, for Project No. 5,
as soon as material became available.

Building #30, the Station Boat House, had
been a project placed on the deferred list
due to the nature of work involved and the
prevailing unfavorable weather. J.i. Stein
SWRC and his crew of steelworkers were soon
busy removing deterioruted corrugated sid-
ing, chipping and red-leading the metal
frame work, and installing new aluminum

(CUNTINUED ON NEXT PAGE)




DETACHMENT QUEBEC (con't)

siding., Illew windows were installed as the
crew srogressed, renewing wall by wall, old
purlins were replaced, and the interior
metal frame work and exposed wood trdim were
siven a fresh coat of grey vaint.

Project Ho. 4 reguired agproximately four
acres in the ctation DOD Housing Area to be
graded, covered with a mixture of peat and
gravel, hand-reked, fertilized and seeded.
Due to intemmittent rainy weather, this
project could be worked only after a day
of clement weather, as rain turned the soil
into an un-workable gluey mixture.

The process of running aggragate through
a grizzly, hauling peat and gravel to the
areas to be covered, wind-rowing the mix-
ture, removing large stones by hand-raking
an? reworking areas previously leveled and
seeded proved to be time consuming. It was
not uncommon to find an area left the night
before readied for seeding rutted with auto-
mobile tracks. However, with the passing
of Spring into Summer new green grass blank—
eted the lawns in the Housing Area,

The top priority project, Project No. 6,
which called for replacement of 190 exist—
ing street light standards and underground
cable, was started on June 5, with R.D.
Dill, COC, Project Chief Petty Officer and
R.H. Kinzer, CEl, Project Petty Officer
coordinating the work of the electricains,
builders and drivers, Work consisted of

removing deteriorated light standards, ex—

i " - b'ﬂ'.
cavating trenches for the installation of
new parkway cable, forming, pourine and
setting of new concrete foundations, fabri-
cation znd erection of steel light stand-
ards, splicing, ete., and was hampered by
lack of essential material.

The surveyors were assigned the task of
stalding out all known under—ground obstruc—
tions, and watching the progress of the two
ditchers inchine their way through rocky
glacial terrain. A Northwest 25 Backhoe was
repaired and pressed into service to make
up for the many hours of "down time" suf-
fered by the two ditching machines due to
parts for the two ditching machines. "Down
Time" on the ditchers was kept to a minimm
by utilizing the services of the duty me-
chanic and the enthusiasfic "Can Do" spirit
of the mechanics under the supervision of
the presence of large boulders beneath the

the Transportation and Heavy Iquipment
lMaintenance Chief, R. VanWagner, CHC. The
mechanics "turned to! willingly evenings,
Saturdays and Sundays to keep vital equip-
ment busy on the job.

Personnel not busy in the garage on week-
ends volunteered several weekends at the
Northeast Arms Carp cluaring land for a new
ball field, and "sidewalk" superintending"
electricians, plumbers and builders of the
Detachment, who were working on a new lodge
to provide additional recreation facilities
for base personnel,

Upon completion of Froject /9, conversion
of one former barracksto a school building,
a crew of builders, electricians and stecl-
workers moved into Building #593 (liiami Han-
gar) to convert a locker space into office
and training spaces, Froject No. 2. The
conversion of locker spaces to offices and
class rooms consisted of the installation
of asphalt tile floor covering, pre-fabri-
cated metal partitions and doors, lightin~
circuits, and extension of heating duct
lines,

Ping pong and horseshoe tournaments, par—
ticipation in the Station's Softball, Bowl-
ing and Basketball Ieagues, bi-monthly de-
tachment picnics and oubings at Northeast
Arms Recreation Area relieved the monotony
of long days on the projects.

In addition, movies were obtained for
viewing in the Barracks Day Room on several
evenings weekly and occasional trips to the
city of St. Johns, some €1 miles distant,
were sponsored.

A "Pass—in-Review" was held on August 2,
on the Southside Softball Field with CDR R,
Wagner, USN, Executive Officer, Naval Sta-
tion, Argentia, present as reviewine of-
ficial. The '"Well Done" from CDR Wagner
more than compensated for the hours of
practice spent on previous Saturday mom-
ings.

With National Ensign and Detachment Colors
rippling from the ever-present Argentia
wind, the Detachment marched proudly off the
Parade CGround and returned to the barracks
area for a weekend of relaxation. lMilitary
training dominated most Saturday mornings
until +the Detachment twrned to a six day
work weekto utilize prevailing good weather
in an effort to complete their construction
plan.

A change in Naval Station liberty regula-
tions permitted the men to remain away over
night from the Station, a privilege pre—
viously denied. "Out-of-Vacinity Passes',
requiring the signature of Froject FPetty
Officers, Project Chief Petty Officers and
Assistant Officer-in-Charge were abolished.

Bus service to and from 5t. Johns was in-
augurated this summer and those making the

surface of the ground which resulted in trips report that libert >
¥y there is the BiST,
broken bucket teeth, buckets and drive The neighboring towns of Flacentia, Dun-—

chains,

ville, Jersey Side

and Fresh i/ater do not

Lany anxdious days were spent awaiting the have the bright 1lizht attracti
arrival of parkway cable and replacements Johns, & 4 o



 DETACHMENT

BARBADOC DETACHMENT — Detachment PAPA, commanded by WO R.K. Jones, CEC, consists of ap-
proxinately 37 men who were deployed to Barbados, B.W.I., for four months construction,

Detachment PAPA of U, 5. MNaval Mobile
gconstruction Batialion SIX was commiss—
ioned on28 lay 1958,at Roosevelt Roads,
Puerto Iico with !0 R. K. Jones, CEC,
USN as Officer in Charge. J.E. Reilly,
BUC Operations Chief and thirty-seven
mefls

The Debaclmcnt. departed for Barbados,
B.9.I. on 4 Jwne by air, Material,
tools, and equirment were transported
via LS 373, and met the Detachment
theree

Projects assigned to the Detachment
included the construction of approxima-
tely 750 feet of paved road on the
Naval Facility, to connect the Terminal
Fquipment Building to the main part of
the Facility., This was accomplished by
D,L. Strickland, CDL, and his crew of
drivers,

A1l of the exterior surfaces ofithe
buildings there were pground smooth,
cleaned and painted by a twenty-one man
crew of B.i.I, laborers, under the sup-
ervision of D. L. Cogdil, BUZ,

A new antenna grourd radial was
installed, sectioralizing switches and
a grounding system installed on the
power distribution system by the
Detachment Flectricians, supervised by
V.M. Cabrers, CEC.

Host of the floor tils and structural
facins tile in the heads in the Recrea~

tion Building and Barracks Buildings
was removed and re'pla.ced by the ‘bi.'le
CIrews, headed by J.H. Dm.mer, BUC.

We 5o Wilcox, UTC, and his crew
installed two new condensers on the
air conditioning system at the Terminal

Building, and re-piped the
entire system,

These projects armd many more were
accomplished by the Detachment during
it 's four month deployment in Barbados,
Excellent worlmanship 125 the standard,
and quality,and many a "Well Done" was
recieved by this group, In spite of
shortages and long delays in delivery
of construction materials, amd the
necessity of many substitutions, all
projects were completed to the satisfac-
tion of all concerned.

Many lasting friendships were establ-
ished between the men and the res-
idents of Barbados, and liberty on this
igteresting old island was enjoyed by
all hands.

Cooperation and coordination with the
Naval Facility was excellent, both at
work armd off duty. The Detachment was
included in all the Facility's Recreat-
ion activities, beach parties, dances,
etc. All in all, it was a very satis-
fying deployment, and one these men are
sure to remember for a long time,

"inother job well done,"




BYSICAL DRILL - The - late
Edwin J. Vangassbeck, DJiC,
"BY Corpany, leads the Ilm-
ergency Ground Defense Force
in the phyrsical dxdill with
arms at oned their training
sessions.

IN RE-
VLW - A
company of
kBB JUIK seabees
execute l'eyes
right' as they
pass the revi
stand in a practice
Pass In Review during
military training. This
company, "A" Co,, received
the highest honors at this
practice Pass In Heview on the
parade field atRoos Roads and "B"
Company took second honors.

LECTURLS - Persommel of S t station theater attending such lectures as safety, bio-
logical-chemical warfare, first aid, leadership, uilitary courtesy, cic, ctc, ecte,




LADEWSKI'S RANGERS

In the spirit of the Fighting Seabees of
the past, the Smergency Ground Defense Force
wes born to makeMOB-6 a truly ready organi-
zotion. The Force, more commonly known as
Ladewsld's Hangers, is an organizational
cononent of the Battalion's lassive Defense
Flean and is an inspired group of action-—
ready seabees,

Saturday training sessions under the
watchful eyes of volunteer Marine instruc-
tors include such training as bayonet tech-
nigues, rifle firing, squad tactics and
calisthenics.

The Rangers, all 60 of whom are volunte—
ers, form an enthusiastic grou: who through
thoir continuous training will make a force
capeble of handline local emergencies,

#t present the Commanding Officer of the
two Ranger Flatoons is Ensign 1.J. Ladewski.

He helped organize the group and hes led
it in it's initial months of training.

ilA¢, TUH! THRLZ, FUH! - Those are familiar
words to the MCB-6 Drill Team coming from
leubie ilerbert, CD2, Drill laster., LT R.B,
docves, CuC, is Officer-in-Charge.



MCB-6 SEABEES DONATE
121 PINTS OF BLOOD

121 FLITS DONATED - Captain V. V. Tregonis, CEC,
CO, 1ICB SIX, receives thanks on behalf of the
Battalion from }/Sgt. Mervym L. Screeton, blood
bank reoresentative, RUSAH, P,R., for the Bat--
talion's donation of 121 pints of blood during
the de:loyment.

g pos;

|

FOULL UF 121 - Four MCB SIX seabees donate the Battalion Recreation Iut. These men
blood to Rodrigues Army Hospital, F.R., in represent only 3.255 of the donations.



HAPFY SEABEE - H,D. Dugger, UTC, has a most

happy smile on his face as he receives a

free case of beer from ENS E.J. Ladewski,

CEC, Admin Officer. This is courtesy of

the }MCE SIX recreation for his six year re- MORE SMILE - H.J, Holmes, CSl, "H" Com-

enlistment., pany, takesthe oath from CDR V.M, Tregonis,
CEC, CO, for his reenlistment for another
six years in the naval service.

SHIPS' FOR SIX - MCB SIX seabee, T.M. lic—~ MOST HAPPY — These two men have most happy
Lellan, CN, "H" Company, reenlists for a~ smiles on their faces after receiving a
nother six years asCDR V.M. Tregonis, gives free case of beer each for their reenlist-
him the oath, ment.




CBLANT-ADMIN INSPECTION

CELANT and Purty leaving *W*
Compary barracks,

CHLANT wned Party Lhepect "H®
Caspary persancal.

CHLANT inspecis *D° Compary
parscnnl,

A
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'SHOES SHINED, NEAT BUNK,
WALL LOCKER PERFECT—WHAT
TH DEVIL ARE YOU UPTO 7*

S [T

CBLANT  PARTY

THE SEABEES

We work like hell, we fight like hell,
and always come back for more;

The Navy's advance base engineers
On many a foreign shore,

On half the lousy islands
from here to Timbuctu,

You'll find 2 hive of Seabess—
One hell of a fighting crew.

The admiral just dropped around
to chat the other night,

He said, "Now boys, I know you work
but you've also been trained to fight,

"So if there's any trouble, don't stop
to put on your greens;

Just drop your tools, grab up your guns
and protect those poor marines,?

OH! HAPPY TIME Il



"..LIBERTY TO COMMENCE..."

SEABEES ON LIBERTY - 1, Two men stop at
Bundy's Gate as the base Marine checks their
liberty cards. 2. Bob Bower, FN3; Chuck
Knight, CD3; Jim Cassiday, CM2 and Dave
Watt, BUCN enjoy drinks and refreshments at
BUIDY'S BAR. 3. Refreshing with Don Q at
the Ocean View Club in Iamquillo is C.F.
Themes, CML; Frank Halbert, BU3 and Tom
Davis, CN. 4. Out at Iuguillo Beach for a

day in the sun is Frank Halbert, BU3; J.C.
Martin, BU3; D. W. Ulrich, BU3; Joe Di Gug-
lielmo, Jr., CN; and E.L, Noll, CN, 5. A
coastal view of Puerto Rico taken from 'on
top of El Yunque'. 6., Fhilip DuBois, SVC;
James Stretch, CLC; D, Rosenbalim, ClGC and
Bill Locklar, J02, relax in the El Yunque
Restaurant. Those were Jjust a few of the
spots that MCB-6 men visited in F.R.



EL MORRO-One of the histori-
cal landmarks of Puerto Rice
located in Old San Juan,

Area: 3,435 sq. mi.
Capital: San Juan

largest City: San Juan
Pepulatien: 2,240,000
Menetary Unit: U.S. Dollar
Form of Gov't: Commonwesalth

Puerte Rice 1san island territory of
the United States. The Caribbean com—
monwealth consists of the roughly rec-
tangular main island (100 miles long,
35 miles wide), the offshore dependent
islands of Mona (west), Vieques and
Culebra (east), and many small, mostly
uninhabited, islets near its ceast,
Forming part of a submarine mountain
range, the island is cressed in its
entire length by mountain ranges such

a8 the Cordillera Central (highest
Ly4OO ft.), Sierra de Luquille
northeast), and Sierra de Cayey

southeast). The coastal plain is a-
bout 10 miles wide in the north, but
narrower in the south where mountains
rise abruptly frem the plain, The mu-
merous coastal lagoons are noted fer
their wild fowl. The small unnaviga-
ble rivers are widely used for hydre—
electric power and irrigation (espe-
¢ially in the south). Little-expleit-
ed mineral deposits include some gold
(mined in early colenial era), magnet-
ic iren ere, and manganese.

Puerto Rice has been weighed down by
one of the highest population densi-
ties (650 persons per sgq. mi,) in the
world; and has long suffered from the
inflexibility of a one-crop (sugar) e~
conomy. Progress has been made in di-
versification with the additien of
coffee, tobacce, citrus fruit, pine~-
apples, a variety of vegetables, cot-
ton and others to the commercial crops
produced. A large reforestation pro-
gram of the Caribbean National Forest
is under way in the interior, where
mahogany and other tropiecal timber
trees thrive. As sugar processing is
still the main industry, there are
many sugar mills, called centrals, re-
fineries, and distilleries, Next rank
the tobacco industry, the island's re-
nowned needlework, and the production
of fruit juices, vegetable oil, straw
hats, cotton and leather goods. Most

exports are to the United States,

Main cities include San Juan, Ponce,
Mayaguez, Arecibo, Guayama, Caguas, Rio

Piedras, Humacao, and Aguadilla., In-
dustrialization has made great strides
since the 1930s, due especially te
large hydroelectric projects, such as
Carite, Rio Blanco, Toro Negro, Garzas,
Dos Becas, Caonillas, San Juan, with
airport and naval base, is the leading
port. Puerto Rico is becoming increas-—
ingly a winter resort.

Puerto Rico was inhabited in pre-Co-
lumbian days by Arawakan Indians., Co-
lumbus landed here on November 19,
1493, on his second voyage, but it was
settled by one of his companions, Juan
Ponce de Leon, whe returned 15 years
later, landing at San Juan harbor and
naming it Porto Rico. As the island's
first governor, he founded Caparra
(four miles inland), which was abandon-
ed for San Juan in 1521, An Indian up=-
rising was quelled in 1511 and Negro
labor was introduced shortly thereafter
since the native population was practi-
cally wiped out. San Juan scon emerged
as one of the most formidable Spanish
strongholds in the New World. Puerto
Rico was, in the early colenial era,
frequently subjected to attacks by the
British, Dutch, and French. Movements
for independence were started in the
1820s. Slavery continued to exist un-
til 1873. 1In February, 1898, Puerto
Rico was finally granted autonomy, A
few months later the Spanish-American
War broke out, and American troops were
landed. A treaty ceding Puerto Rico to
the United States was signed on Decem-
ber 10, 1898, Through the Jones Act
(1917), United States citizenship wae
extended to Puerto Ricans, and greater
self-government was granted. Since
1948 the governor has been elected by
insular vote, and in July, 1952, the
commonwealth of Puerto Rice was estab-
lished as a virtually autonomous unit,
Though English is an official language,
Spanish is predominant.




SCENES of PUERTO RICO
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Weddinq Bells

The wedding bells rang for Thomas liiller
Mclellan, CN, and Janice Eileen Williams
during the deployment at the Base Chapel
when they were united in Holy Matrimony by
Chaplain li.J. Brewer, Battalion Chaplain.

Standing up for the bride and groom was
Mrs. Robert Throckmorton, the lMaid of Honor
and Wayne liorgan, CSSN, Best Man,

liclellan was granted special liberty by
the command for a short honeymoon in sunny
Puerto Rico.

The bride's grandmother made the trip
from the States with her to attend the wed-
ding and returned one week later,

Thomas is from Detroit, lMichigan and met
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