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USN MCB ONE
BATTALION HISTORY 1969

JANUARY~-FEBRUA RY

MCB ORE began the year under the command of CDR Thomas J. iitchell, CEC,
USN at Camp Hoover, Da Nang, Republic of Vietnam, where the battalion was
nearing the completion of its third consecutive deployment to thay country.
In late January, the main body of HUB FIVE arriwed to take over Camp Hoover
and the operation of the rock quarry at Phu Loc where MCB OME bad®a major de-
tachment throughout the deploymsnte The battalion returned to its homeport
in Davisville, R.I., where the official leave period bsgan immediately upon
arrival. .
On 12 February 1969, LCDR Horman G. Ricker, Jr., CEC, USN assumed the -
duties of Executive Officer of MCB ONE relieving CIR William F. Glover, CEC,
USN, :

Following the leave period which ended on 22 Fgbruary, the battalion
began the technical phass of its training.

MARCH

During ths month of March most of the enlisted men attended schools in
Davisville where they received trdailning in their respective rates. OJthers
attended the Disaster Recovery Training Gchool. Some of the men attended
inter-service schools such as the Infantry Weapons ‘rmorers! School at Quan=-
tico, Va.; the Marine Embarkation School, Little Creek, Va.j the Second
Clags Divers' School, Norfolk, V+., and various Class A, B, and C Navy
schools fur advanced training in their rates,

‘elected individuals received training at civilian schools throughout
the country such as the Motorola klectronic School in Chicagos the Roosa=
Master aschool in Gomnscticut for training on automotive carburetors; the
Consolidated Edison Power Cable Splicing Cchool in New York City; The Insti-
tute of Lxplosives Specialists in Rochester, N.Y.; and at the National Safe-
ty Council School in Chigago, Ille

The battalion's Officers received training in field medicine, military
Justice, personnel management, career counseling, preventive maintenance,
and embarkation procedurcse

APRIL~IAY

The tectnical phase of the homsport twraining ended on 4April 1k, when
the battalion began threce weeks of military training at Camp Fogarty, R.I.
- After the completion of this training on 2 HMay, the battalion began prepara=-
tions for deployment to Camp Lejeune, NeC. On May 12, the battalion began
three wecks of advanced military trainiag at that Marine Corps Amphibious
Base, the lar est of its kjnd in the world. The Battalion concluded ite mile
iary training when the last £11i.ht arrived from Horth Jarolina at the Quone
set Point Naval Air Station in Rhods Island.



JUNE

: {CB ONE received an adninistrative inspection prior to deploying
to Phu Bai, Republic of Vietnam, receiving very high mazks in most cat-
agories. On June 28, 1969, the advance party of 75 men, headed by ICDR
Patrick Drennon, departed for Vietnam to orgunize and coordinate the
battalion's ‘deploymence ' .

JULY

The battalion deployed to Camp Campbell, Phu Bai, Republic of Viet-
nam, and began its fourth consecutive tour in that bat.tllz ne. MHCB ONE
started operating the only concrete batch plant in the H /;Sgu Bai area.
The Battalion started constructing an electrically controlled asphalt
plant, vhe first of its kjnd in Vietnam. Alpha Company startéd placing
asphalt from ti€ old plant on QLlL, TLL, and other roads in the l\\Phu Bai
area. Y
On 23 July MJB ONE received its first casulty of the deployment. An
equipment Jperator lending support at Army Fire Vase Davks Hill was in="
Jured in an enemy terrorist raid. . :

AUGUST

!

_ The new electrically controlled asphalt plant produced its first
batch of asphaltic concrete on 3 August 1969 and began production on
Bridge 15-A on QL1 near C-mp Evans, in the I 6orps area/ Detail Echo
was airlifted to Saigon to perform construction on the, Choloni Founitain
and the Nha Be detention facility, and Detail Charlie ‘was flown to Phu
Quock Island, in IV Corps near Cambodia, to perform construction work
on the An Thoi Air Base. ’ e :

SEPTEMBER

Asphalt and paving for the upgrade of QL-l continued to be the
number one priority job. On September 6 the mew asphalt plant sur=
passed the 1000 ton mark for one day's production, ) ‘

With increasing responsibilities for construction in the Mekong
Delta, capabilities for construction in the I Corps became limited,
Official word: that the battalion would close out Camp Campbell to make

- an in-country move came on September 16. Accordingly an all-out effort

was made to complete existing work. The UH-1 hanger for the L/77 Art~-
illery was put back on schedule after it was damaged by storm winds on
September 1. '

A tremsndous amount of materials was expedited for shipment to the
Delta, where work was continuing. '

A8 a part of the Phase II self-help program, tasked to the battalion
on 12 September, the battalion began repair of storm damage for the llth.
Coastal Group at Cua Viet, . ‘
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OCTOEER

Rainfall affected all battalion tasks during this period. 61.7
inches of rain fell between 1 October and 13 October with a record
2l hour total of 21.65 inches. Placing of crushed rock at strategic
places kept the battalion respoasible area of QL~l open and prevented
several tureatened wasan-outs. A small tornado struck the Camp Campbell
HIO yard on 5 October, resulting in minor damage to a Butler building,

'destruction of a lean-to and the prefab yard shed, and the downing of

eleotrical wiring in the area: No Personnel casulties were sustained.

When the rains abated, paving crews finished paving QL~l in the
battalion's area of responsibility.

Detail Romen deployed to Quang Tri, Dstail Delta deployed to An
Thoi, and plans were made for the deployment of Detail Golf. Mounting
out for the move to Camp Haskins North was taking place, and priority
2 and 3 items were moved out.

The advance party for the Army unit tak:Lng over Camp Campbell
arrived on 17 October. On 25 October the Army assumed the securi’oy
function of the outer perimeter.

Detail Delta commenced construction on the Tach Soi ATSB, Fhu
Chang ATSB was nearing completion, and materials were barged to Rung
Sat and helo-lifted to the Job sites as construction commenced there.

NOVEI*EER

. MCB ONE was r lieved of Camp Campbell by the administrative
Department of the 10lst Airborne Division and assumed command of
Camp Haskins North near Danang, from MCB FIFTY THREE. The movement
went smoothly and according to schedule, with all hands turning to
for a thorough clean~up prior to turning the camp over to the Ammy.
Admiral Dillon inspected the camp and expressed his satisfaction with
the turn-over preparations.

Construction details at Phu Bai, Hue, and Quang Tri were slowed
in their progress by continuing rain; however, Detail Whiskey at Phu
Bai completed the laydown of the leveling course on the main parking
apron at the Phu Bai Airfield.

During November MCB ONE experienced two military incidents. On
13 November one man was seriously injured when his machete struck a
possible booby trap or M«79 round while he was clsaring elephant grass
at Nam Can. On 25 November a rock haulihg:convay comprised of trucks
from KOB's OME, FOUR, SEVENTY FOUR, AlD ONE TWENTY ONE was hit with
landmines and small arms fire. MCB ONE sustained a f£flat tire from
small arms fire, and experienced no casulties in the incident.



DE EHBER

Work remained fragmented during this period with fulliime paving
efforts in th Horihern I Corrs and expanding ACTOV committments
in the Delta: The battali.n was tasked with the upgzrading of Route
12 Vest, € miies south of Haneng. This, together with the battalion's
hauling assistance for the improvement of QL-l South, constituted alr.. :
all the main camp construction effort. The main camp effort was almost
entirely dovoted to material, adulnistrative, and personnel support to.
the Delta projects.

Preparation was made for the establistment of Detail Kilo (ACTUV .
construction at Rach Soi) and reassignment of Detail Eeho (road cons-
truction at Rung Sat Special Zons.) :

Detail Hotel finished dredging and rip rap installation at the
Hue Bypass Ferry Ramp and was disestablished on 2l Dacember.

On 23 Docember three Seabsea attached to Seabee Team 0103 were WIA
uhen their front end loader detonsted a road mine 10 kilometers northe-

Captain C. F. Krickenberger, CBEG, usm, COMCBLANYT, visited Camp
rdasking North and wes briefcd on battalion progrcss. '



