orest and magnifieent though the striking power of
tﬁ@.ﬁﬁit@d stotes Navy's shipborne eerlal force 1€
acknowledged to be, there are times, when enemy gction or
natursts unpf&&iata%l@% make lending on & yi@eé of firm
ground a desirable meneuver. Crippled @hiakﬁ sgeking &
gafe haver, a8 1t were. Carrier-baged sircraflt often are
erippled during repeated misslons over enemy emplecements
in Korea. It is not always posslble to keep enough
fuel for the return %o the home ecarrier. Vith this in

mind the Seabses were ordered to conatruct an emergency

glr atpip on ome of the islands In & Wonsen Harbor.

Arriving aﬁkzéw%gwialgﬁgi unexpecbed aam&itiaﬁg,
forced the use of emergency unloadlng techniques., 011
drums snd other equipm@ﬁt were [losted ashore through
shallow water, as a&?iv@ tgidewalk superintendents”
supervised the ?rgaeéﬁinga.
equipment was brought ashore, while engineers surveyed
the site of the ppoposed 2L,00-by-200~foot landing strip.
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Nets serving as proective covering over native rice g%txie;
were vemoved, end bulldozers were lrmedlately at work cutting
end £111ing. 011 drums were cut end filbted to serve as
drainege canals and plps lines o carry away the excess
water from the paddies. Carryalls, graders and dozers,
just recently rebullt at Advenced Base Lepots proved up to
the Jjob. From dawn to carkness, §raat;cally ground the
clock, the Zeabees worked agelinst tlme,

Hablve kids, stopping only occasicnally to watch the

wnselves with gemes which

hurry-up ﬂamstruﬁtim%)buaisd Ll

resembled those the Sembees themselves had played not teo
rany years before; some of @hem¢

Even occasional b@ﬁ@&?ﬁm&ﬂ?ﬁy the enemy, seeking their
spot of operations, slowed progress ounly slightly. Sporadic
cennon Iire seam@ﬁ‘@mly to add Incentlve to complete the
job, rether than slow it down. By the use of emergency
supplies, flewn in and peredropped, the landing sirip wes
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peady to reseive "erippled chicks" within twelve days
after the strlp was firaty&t&@%adw-aﬁﬁ they weame . Leven
carrier-based Corssirs practlcelly out of gas and oil
came in &af%ly, were rofusled and %ock off, The saving
of just one plene more than pald for the enilre coat of
construction of the air atrlp, not %o mention the

irreplaceable pillots,





