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NEW EQUIPMENT design­
ed to meet lnoreasedWASHINGTDN exoavatlng and grad­
lng operatlons ' ls ,onREPDRTS 1ts waT to t he Paolf­

lc , the Advanoed Base Seotion of BuDooks has 
announoed. 

Demands for hard-surfaoed roads and alr ­
fields are lnoreaslng. As new bases probe
Dopth toward Japah, ooral ll1 el ther unaval1able 
t or surfaclng or no l onger meets alrfleld 
s~eoificatlons. Earth-mov1ng equ1pment that 
me t demands ln l ow-lylng ooral atolls oannot 
handle the lncreased exoavatlng and gradlng
problems . 

Rew shovels of 2!-oubl0 :rar d oapaoltT and 
end dUlllp Eucllds of 10~yard oapaol ty are among 

f1X ltems of larger and lmproved equlpment 
, lsted by the Advance Base Seotlon. Only a 
rev 2t-yard shovels are now in use ln the field. 

Other ltems are: 

A rook ' crueher wlth a normal oapaolty of 
200 tons per hour (graded to 2t-lnoh maxlmUIII 
rook slze.) Usual slze now ln operatlon does 
60 to 60 tons per hour. 

Heavy duty asphalt plant ~or produolng
100 to 200 tons per hour of bltUlllinous oon­
orete mixture. 

BltUllllnous surfaolng equlpment wlth a 
produotlon rate of 5,000 square yaris of slngle 
oourse pavement per day. The surfaolng equlp­
ment ls a new ltem ln the fleld,although sev­
eral unlts lnoludlng , OBMU 525,have lmprovleed 
parts of s i ml1ar surfaolng plants. 

Also aval1able ln 11mited nUlllber ars new 
6OO-kw Dles81-4rlven gene!'ators-double the 
slze ot plants now on oomponent l1its. New 
plant 18 deslgned for use only on larger basel 
where heavy demand for power exists. 

You CAlf GET THE 8~IGRT DOPE on enUated 
men 'S problems w1tho~ red tape and dlreot 

, f r om Washington through a new offl01al ra410 
pr ogram. It's oalled IThe NavT Report~r , 1 and 

broadca st weekly over short wave beams of the 
Armed Foroes Radl0 Servloe. 

An enllsted man wl11 represent you. He' l l 
go through the qUestlons you send l n from over 
seas/seleot those of greatest lnterest to the 
grea~est number of men, and ask top- ranklne 
offloers and government offl01als to answsr 
them personally on the all' so you oan hear 
them yourself. 

·Your boy" wl11 be George T. Wendell, 
MoMMlo UBNR, one-tlme Seabee reputed to be 
war's "fox-hollest' sallor.1 You'll probably
remember hlm as George "Red- 1,endelken, who 
was wounded on Guadaloanal. Hls name's Deen 
shortened for radl0 but he's the same guy. 

'IRed' interv1ewed BeoNav James Forrestal 
on the flrst program. Next wl1l be Vlce 
Adm,lral Randall Jaoobs. Chlef or Naval. Per­
sonnell wholll dlsouss redeplo,ment, demob_ 
Illzation, release and dlsoharge. General A. 
A. Vandegrlft, Marlne Commandant, and Comdr. 
Jaok Dempsey of the Coast Guard wl11 appear ' 
on later program•• 

The way to get your partloular question 
or problem alred ls to write d1reotly to "rhe 
Navy Reporter," Armed Foroes' Radl0, Los An­
geles, Callfornla and then llsten ln for a 
'd18ousslon by a top-fllght authorlty who'll 
glve you the true answer. 

BELL BOTTOMS are flapp1ng In~he wlnds ot 
the strongest oontroversy they havo ocoaB1ohed 
ln Y8ars. The enllsted man's garb 18 belng
hung out on a 11ne that has reaohed from the 
man on the street to the floor of the Un1 ted 
St ates Senate. 

ChronolOgloally: 

A propoaal for a change of unlform com­
plete wlth drawlnis of a battle-Jaoket type
su1tL ap peared ln The Pellcan," newspaper of 
the New Orleans Na 'tal RepalrBaee. 

• Yank. • through 1ts Navy edl tor, Donald 
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Nugent,Slc,took up the matterjdrew some 6,000 
letters, heavy with approbation. 

"Life" asked Nugent to state the case. 
Nugent wrote: 

"Ninety per cent of the 6,000 letters I 
have received about Navy uniforms plead that 
something--anything--be done to free sailors 
of the discomfort and indignity of having to 
wear a little boy's suit. The men say there 
is not enough pocket space in the uniform. 
They have to carry cigarets in the socks, a 
wallet hung over the pants top and a handker­
chief on the shoulders. 

"It is bad," said Nugent, "for a ~an' s 
morale to be so embarrassed by wearinG· the 
uniform of his service. 

"Many reservists say they would like to 
stay in the Navy1fit weren't for the uniform. 
Even Army men say they would transfer to the 
Navy if it weren't for those 'Buster Brown' 
suits a sailor has to wear." 

Then in stepped Senator William Langer , 
of North Dakota, whose Senate Bill 1082 would 
"provide for changing the design of the uni­
form. of enlisted personnel of the Navy and 
Coast Guard." The eight-line proposed measure 
would "prescribe by regulation a sui table uni­
form to be worn by enlisted men of the Navy
and Coast Guard, including their respective 
reserve components, which shall conform in 
basic design to the uniform worn by commis­
sioned and war.rant officers of the Navy and 
Coast Guard. It 

Editorially, the "St. Louis Globe Demo­
crat' sald: 

"At long and belated last, it seems, en­
listed personnel of the United States Navy may 
get relief from their outmoded uniform.. 

'The special Navy Board cons1dering the 
new clothing issue says material won't be 
available until after ·Japan is whipped. 

ItBut if it could be managed sooner, we 
predict a brand-new warship morale for Uncle 

.Saa•. 

"To the bilge with the old duds, but 
pronto I What this Navy needs is not more poc­
ket battleships, just more pocKets. 1t 

Said the AS150clated Press: 

"The Navy gave its enlisted men yesterda~ 
another good reason for whipping the Japanese
800n.. ,.Come V-J day, those bell l:>i:>ttoms may 
go out of style. The pants won't be too tight
you-know-where and there might even bea de­
cent pocket or t~o. 

"Restyling the tars' get-up now is u:aaer 
consideration by a special Navy Board, but 
the pinch is that material is likely to be 
short as long as the war goes on. 

"So it's let him c11lllb the riggin' like 
:b.u daddy u sed to do,unt11 then," says the AP ! 

a 

NEW SMALL BUSINESSES FOR GI'5 cannot be 
the only answer to servicemen's post-war em.... 
ployment problems,5ecretary of Commerce Henry 
A. Wallace warned. .He said there Tiould be 
room for veterans to start only 500,000 to 
700,000 new small business enterprises. 

YOUR FIANCEE OVERSEAS may be permi tted to. 
enter the United States sooner than you hoped, 
as the result of a new speed-up program an­
nounced by th·e U. S. immigration and natural­
ization service. 

Australian, New Zealand and Greek girls 
wl ll be allowed to enter the United States on 
visitor visas if they are approved by 5ta.te 
Department consuls. Visas may be gr anted ap­
plicants prov1ding they may expect transport­
ation within a "reasonable time," are free 
from disease or moral defects, can produce 
birth documents, can demonstrate definite in­
tention to marry, are eble to qualify othervlise. 

Once married, the girls Will be granted 
permanent alien visas and allowed to take out 
citizenship papers. 

This plan,a spokesman emphasized, applies
only to countries with small quotas which are 
easily over-subscribed. Countries with large 
quotas are not affected. 

COSTLY IWO-lllA al­
ready has paid for

COMBAT ZONES itself in planes
saved from the sea, 
Brig. Gen. Earnest 

Moore, 37-year-old commanding general of the 
Seventh Fighter Command, said this v:eek, dis­
closing that four runways now are in operation 
on the island. 

He called the l,700-mile round trip that 
Iwo-based Mustangs have to make to escort 
B-29s to Japan the toughest . flying of its 
kind in the world, ~ith planes hand-flQ.i'Jl all 
the way, and no opportunity for rest or re­
lief for the pilots. Despite this, the gen­
eral.said, A~erican airmen have been destroy­
ing Jap aircraft at a ratio of better than 
ten to one. 

A SEABEE BOMBING RAID is now in the books. 
An Army bombardment group dedicated one of' its 
recent operations '!l.gainst the Japanese Empire" 
to the l35th Battalion,named the raid offici­
ally "The l35th Seabee Mission." 

The fliers saluted the Seabees' "untiring­
efforts, high professional skill, and ability 
to obtain results." 

HEADQUARTERS OFFICERS of the l33rd Bat­
talion had rough going when the battalion made 
an assault landing recently. Of si;~ battalion 
company men - - two medical officers,a dentist 
and the chaplain. . 

SgICIDE PLANE THREAT is being reduced. 
Vice-AdmiTal Marc A. Mltscher, commander of 
Task Force 58. declared in ~ashlngton this 
,week. Only -one in a hundred nov; score hits 
against Jaer1eaJl ships. RedesIgning or equlp­
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ment is expected to redude figure further. 

More than .l.600 suicide planes have been 
shot down over Okinawa alone . Largest ship 
they sank was a destroyer . 

OKINAWA THE PAY-OFF. Jap Prime Minister 
Admiral Baron Kantaro Suzuki mournetl last week. 

.Our hopes and determination to win this 
war are anchored solely on. . . the fighting s1 t..., 
uation on Okinawa " he was quoted by Radio 
Tokyo as warning his oabinet. 

"The battle of Okinawa is the deoiding 
battle of this war. The fate of the nation 
of Japan and ita peoples •.• depends on the out­
oome .. . • " he said . 

SU7.uki admitted "Tokyo has suffered grav­
ely at the hands of the enemyby their insolent 
air raids." 

OLD MANHATTAN is be ­

ing rebuIlt on a oer-


SERVICE BASES t ein Pacifio laland. 

it appears from the 
monthly oonstruction 

report s of the 29th Reg1.men t . 

"An additional t ive mile a of primary roads 
were constructed during this period • says a 
typical paragraph · consieting of 86th Street 
whioh wae et raightened and improved. the aeoond 
lane ot 8th Avenue between 110th Street and 
l 26th Street. Rivers ide Drive! a perimeter 
road on the west aide of the is and from 8~h 
Avenue a t 59t h Street t o 8th avenue at l 25th 
Str ee t has been cut t hrough f or the entire 
length ' and half ot 1t 1s oompleted.· 

SALVAGED RAILS from Jap ra il 11nesin the 
Harianas are heing put to many uees. Seabees 
have used them as roadeide guards, roof re1n­
foroements. parts for a drag harrow. tenoe 
poats. line polee . euppor ts for camouflage
screening .rails for a mucking-machine railway
and for the framework of a machine shop. in­
cluding the support ot the s t ructure itself 
and of ths pllleys installed above the machines •. 

MINING FOR WATER. the easiest way to get
it on one ot the advanoed Paciflo Islands, was 
the toughest .mlnlng asslgnment ever experienoed 
by seasoned miners now w1 th the 101st BattaliOn. 

Thelr teat ot drlvlng a 200-foot drlft 
through coral rook laoed wlth mud S9ams has 
been termed a "marvelous Job ofenglneering." 
a oorrespondent reports. . 

A mucklng machlne and a water llns o~ 
Amerlcan make were used by the 10lst IIIlners in 
the drlft. but a aarrow-gauge r a l1way wae 
bu1lt of salvaged Jap rails on whloh the muck­
ing maohlne operated to · move ooral and mud 
from the tunnel head to mouth. 

Slx miners wi th long experienoe in the 
w~atern Unlted States deolared th~t drivlng a 
drift through the oor~l rook and mud strata 
on the island Is not approaohed anywhere in 
Amerioan mines. 

MEN I5 THE MARIANAS got a nod from James 
H; MoGraw. Jr.. president or ·the MoGraw-Hill 

Publishing Company. fox their. a t ter-hours ed­
uoational program. 

In an artiole "How Can Yb~ Plan Your 
Future Eduoation'- w~ioh appeared 1n the · Ma, 
editlon of the McGr&~-Hill Overseas Digest,he
said that an "eduoational plan of partio~ar
advantage to teohnioal men is suggested b, 
Seabee battallons in the Marlana s . They haTe 
nightly programe on reoent teohnioal develop­
ments includlng dlscussions. based on items 
in th~ir own publloation and in the Over s eas 
Dlgest. The se provide a broad base. for the 
Seabee reports oover the whole broad tield of 
engineering and this Digest 1s taken trom our­
rent artioles on developments in teohnology,
englneering. industrial and business.~ 

RESOUING· PI¥OTS trom orashed planes
Is stIll one 0 the oooupations whioh 
keep Seabees busy in the Marianas. 

Latest resoues were effected by
Lawrenoe H. Hambright. SF30 Karl F. 
Helntzen. SF30, and Paul J. Pembro. 
9F30 who ha~ed an a1 rman out ·ot a 
'pretty well banged-up P-5l Mustang 1 
and Rlohard J. Lugo. MMlo. who gOt
several orew members out of a flaming 
B-29. 

TI NIAN ~ED after George B. Burns , 
EM20. ot LOn~nd City New York. pushed a 
lever whioh set off 60.006 pounds ot dynamite
and sent ooral In an area more than 600 teet 
long and 400 feet wlds leaplng skyward. 

Blast was part of prooess ot oonstruo­
tion work on one of the huge B-29 runways wh10h 
6th Brlgade j3eab,ees are bu1l.d1ng on Tin1an.. 

Well-drUl s and Jaok hammers had prepared 
12 °00 holes i n to whloh dynamite men! work1ng 

1unaer the supervislon of Lt. Lauohl n L. Mo­
Intyre. CEO. USNR. had packed the 30 tons .of 
8xploslves. The thousands of yardS of' wire 
'whloh brought the slmultaneous Impulse to eaeh 
of the holes were oonneoted to 9 specially
oonstruoted batterl of' tour :3O-ampere swl tohes. 
Laoklng the standard equipment to set oft a 
blast ot thls slze where the oharge was spread 
over such an ' extensive area. Burns had hooked 
up four separate 220-volt portable generator~ 
each of whioh oontrolled the wlres to a se.o­
tion of the area to be dynamlted. These gen­
erators in turn were oonneoted to a series of 
four swltches. Jumpers were substituted for 
fuses andreo that Instantaneous oharges WOuld 
be set ot through eaoh ot the tour oirouits, 
a four-toot gas plpe was rlgged 8S a single 
lever for all sWltches. 

The blast was postponed several tilles be­
oause large groups of planes vere elther 
startlng on. or returnlng trom, mlss10ns over 
Japan and were uslng a runwal perilously olose 
to the oonstructlon area. 

ONE WAY TO SEE -oKLAHOMA- apparentll is 
to Join the Seabees. Wlth the orlglnal pro­
duotion stUl plaling to standees In New York, 
Beabe.es on both sldes ot the Paoitlo have seen 
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the show without even having had to reserve 
seats in advance. One company gave a perfor­
mance at Camp Endicott recently, while almost 
a t the same time another un!t was perform in g 
for the enjoyment of Seabees jn the Philippines. 

HOW TO SPEND $11.000
FROM 7HE was the pleasant pro­

blem that confrontedHOLD the Second Special
when the time came to 

make some disposition of accumulated ship's 
store profits. 

Men decided almost unanimously the fund i 
shOuld bs divided, with eaoh man adding a 
small sum whioh represented the difference 
betwsen his shar e and $18.76, and r eoeiving 
a war bond in re turn. 

Other suggestions, less practical but 
uarhaps more interesting, ranged from buying 
Gladstone bagB to throwing an unprecedented 
oelebration when and if the outfit returned 
to the States as a unit. 

One anonymous mate proposed the money be 
used to ship real, live pin-ups to the bat­
talion -- one for ~v~ry tent' 

WORK AND HOSPITALITY of the 17th Special 
won praise from the master of a Pacific shi~ 
A commendation lauded work well done wundsr 
adverse conditions" and Wgood will and hos­
tality.w 

THE l8th SPECIA6,working on a watch-and 
-watch basis without recreation time, received 
a letter of commendation from tl!e. commander of 
Service Squadron Ten. 

WEXCEIJ.F.NT AND EXPEDITIOUS"'NllIIlIaY' trans­
port master Arthur E. Betts described cargo
dischargii1g operation of the 31st SpeCial. He 
directed attention particularly to the "excel­
lent leaderahip and abilitl" of Lt. James W. 
Cobb, CEC, USNR,and Lt.(jg) Gerald V. Martin, 
CEe, USNR,who were in charge of cargo operat­
ions duringhh vessel's four calls at thec;31st 
Special's port. 

A CHALLENGE to the7HE 'L,Ef japsto send r~ 
nants of their fleetNAVY into a do-or-die­
"banzai attack has 

been hurled bv Admiral William F. Halsey. 
"I wish the b---s wouldjl be t ol d newlI· 

men· aboard his f l agship off Okinawa . "They 
might get their thumbs half-way to their nose 
- -but that's all ." 

~E TO SUBMARINES was paid by SecNav 
Forrest ~ securi ty res trictions were lifted 
to disclose how the silent service "mounted 
America ' s firs t off ensive" in the Pac i f i c . They 
shar e," said the secretary, "in t he honor of 
destroying Japan as a Naval power . Most of 
al l , their deeds have spelled the death of 
Japan as a mari time poY/er. They have helped 
to i solate the i sland links in J,pan' s chatn 
of conques~, causing the lifelInes of Japan 
to atrophy. " 

SMALL STORRS joins the fleet. A f l oating 
baberdash~ry, ~~th $35, 000 worth of clothing 

and small stores items mak•• its way from g~­
way to gangway at Pearl Harbor to service crews 
of· destroyers and destroyer escorts returning 
from combat areas. The new craft is a quonset
hut bolted down to a tlat harbor barge and towed 
by a sea mule or motor launch. 

SOMETHING OF ~T IS QOSTS to fight the 
war in t he PaCifIc s suggested by these re­
presenta t ive figures, made public by the Navy 
Department this week: 

Twen ty mm. cannon - $1,430; 50-cal. air­
craft gun - $325; 30-cal. aircraft gun - $270; 
500-lb . bomb - $71; 1,000-lb. bomb - $118; in­
cendiary 100-lb. cluster- $42;incendiary 500 
lb cluster - ~19l; 5-inch aircraft rocket ­
$100' converting LCI(L) to LCI(R) - $50,000; 
conv~rting LCT to LCT(R) - $25,000. 

SIDE BY SIDE Allies is the way the United 
s tates wants to be with Britain in the Pacific 
war Fleet Admiral Nimitz told offi cers and 
men' of the British fleet. Standing on the 
quarterdeck of a British battleship, the Admi­
ral warned of enemy efforts to drive ~ wadge 
between the English and American by circulat­
ing rumors that the United States does not 
want Brit1.sh participation in Pacific opera­
tions. He said the performance of the British 
carrier task force in the Pacific war was not 
o~y "very efftcient8 but 8most valuable. ­

TOO ¥ANY TARGETS greeted the periscope 
eta of Comdr. Eugene Bennett Fluckey,USN,com­
Mander of the submarine "Barb" as he brought
her up in a Jap anchorage in the Pacific. There 
were so many Jap ships ~ anchor he was unde­
cided whether he could spread his torp~does 
enough to avoid wasting too many on a single 
target. But he attacked--in the Jead of night,
=ade surface attacks and brought the sub out 
with at least five enemy burning ships in his 
wake. The Japs' screening escort, fired on 
Japanese junks in their confusion of trying 
t o locate the sub. Commander Flunkey received 
the Legion of Merit and his crew the President­
i al Citation for the feat. 

~ CARRIER "Lake Champlain," 18th car­
rier ~ the Essex class to be built since 
1942, has been launched at Norfolk, Va. The 
27, 500-ton flat top was commissioned under t he 
command of Capt. Logan R~sey, veteran of t he 
battle of Midway. 

The carrier- is named in commemoration wt 
the 1812 American Naval victory on Lake ~ 
pl ain. 

fKSTROCTI ONS RADIOED to a small fish1n~ 
ves ae more than 200 mi les off the coast of 
Alaska by a Coast Guard radioman brought relief 
t o a pain-wr acked fisherman whos e j aw had 
l ocked in a wide-open position. t~ile a Pub­
l ic Health Servioe doctor demonstrated the 
proper manipulat ion required to snap the Jaw­
bone i nto place, Guy B. Delp, RYlc , USCG, of 
Hunt svI lle, Ala, mai ntained his diffi cult 
contact with t he vessel and 1'lashed the s1;ep­
by-step prQce~ure. 

After a period of tense waiting in t he 
radI o room, a weak message f rom the 'distant 
vessel finally br oke the sil ence; It saidl 
"Your instructions carr1.ed out. 'ian i s now 01[." 
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OPO ALBmR'!' J. GIAR­
~ ot the ll8thSEAIEE DF tallon who, be­

TNE WEEI( oause he "knew they
needed the oash,"dug 

into Ills own eaTlnge to oontrl bute $10() to the 
natlTedlspensarynearthe llBttls Is1and oamp. 

Giannottl's let t er t o the looal dootor 
read: 

"Enolosed plealB find t l OO In U. S. Cur­
r enoy. Do as lOU wi ah with i t. 

"Atter watohlng the long lins ot patients
that OOme 1nto your 01inl0 tor medi01ne or 
t r eatment II I knov you can use the oash. 

~I wish I oould giTe you the material 
thlngs that are 8 0 urgentl,. needed but I Olin '\ 
s o let thls be m,. wa,. ot Baylng 'You're' doihg 
a swell job - keep it up . , . 

His mat es didn 't know ot Glannottl' s ges­
ture untl1 the dl spensary dootor plnned hls 
letter on the 011nl0 door. 

Aoross the top had been printed In large
letters, "Bo the publ I 0 mB,. knOW . " 

rRAXEWORI OF VIOTORY
WHAT TNE'! will be oonlltruotIon,

Flee t AdmIral ChellterSA'! V. Nl mltz deolared 
reoen tly. 

"We must haTe More buildings more roads, 
more airfields and mer e harborll, i ~e sald . "We 
muat build them nearer and nearer to the I nner 
for trese of the Japanese Emprie and from them 
we wl11 laun ch planes and shlps to demollsh 
thelr arsenal s and destroy what remains of 
t heir fl eet and sh1pp l ng.­

Of I nstallatlon ll al read,. completed, he 
sa14, 'We mus t look on (them) not only aa 
evidenoe of wha t we have done but ae a guar­
antee ot wha t we can do and wil l keep on dolng 
unt i l the job is f 1nlahed and the viotor,. ie 
oure . 

PRESENT AER~L SQDEZZE PLAY agalnst Jape
is a trib\lte to te Seabees and Arm,. Engineer., 
Lt. Gen. Barney McX. Gll es LOommand1ng General, 
Army Alr Foroes, Paclf l 0 uoean Area , t eld ten 
battallons of oonstruc tion men on Guam. 

· Our reoent missi onll have exoeeded in 
bomb tonnage and fury the thousand-pla ne 
strlkes t hat levelled German olt l es "he said . 
"These mi ssions we re pOllalble on i y beoause 
you were wl111ng to work long hours in or eat­
i ng the englneerlng marvels tha t were beJond 
t he wildest dreams of Jap teohnl oians . Those 
.strlkes would never haTe been poss lbl e wi thou' 
you and your splendid aohievement . " 

Gen. Gllee spoke a t t hs of fic lal opening 
to operatlons of Northwsst Fleld,seoond f ield 
on Guam designed exclus lvel y for the use of 
B-29 bombers and tl f th of 1 t e kind I n the Mar.. 
lanas. 

Ten battalions -- flve Seabee ;five Av1a­
tion Engineer -- haoked the 8 500-foot long , rlBO-foot wlde,asphalt str ip and Its more than 
200 hards tands out of jungle in three montha . 

!WO'B MO!OYAMA Airfield No. 1 with Sea­
bees and Karine engineers at work,!e piotured
in the June 1asue of ·.Leatherneok. K, In the 
same issue is Rutherford t. Clarke's pre-as­
saIt tribute to the Marines_-"We Baw '!'hem Go.' 
Clarke EM20,is with the 49th Battalion; wrote 
the artiole anonrmously for "Buzzin' Briefs.' 

aU-GOING BAtTALION' , dredging operations 
tn developIng marine port on of a Paoifio base 
are told in the Aprll editlon of the "Exoavat­
ing Engineer.' Story of the giant dredge "Tu­
ala tin, • and the detaohmen t whioh moved 400,000 
'Cubio yards of ooral and bull:t 13 aores of new 
land to the island was "highlighted by its 
:oareful plannlng,' the artlole deolares. Job 
was done "In the amazlng time of 29 worklng
days· by the "onlysea-golng battalion of Sea­
bees' who used "the 30-1noh hydraull0 dredge
purohased by the Navy and renamed I¥-19." 

BIGGEST EVER is oonstruotlon Job 
now under wal on Okinawa. Commodore 
A.G. Bissett, CEC, USN, In command of 
oonstruotion troops On the lsland,de­
eoripes ita s "the biggest oonstruotion 
job ever attempted in the warLinolud­
ing Europe and the Paoifl0." uomment­
lng edl torlally on Commodore Blesett's 
remark the "New York Times" observes, 
"COnsiderlng what the tireleBB Seabees 
and thelr bulldozers baYe aocomplished 
on other oonqueated islands, this new 
Amerioan base on Okinawa should prove 
a miraole indeed." 

CHIIIA OJ"FENB~ is 'now on the upgrade ' 
Lt. Gen. Alber t O~edeme7er, oommander ot 6. 
S. Troops In Chl na has announced. Shlft from 
the defensive t o t he offenslve brought an "I'll 
very optimlstto · oomment from the general. He 
oautioned, however ! that supply 11mltat10ns 
still prohlbi t ed ~he unleashlng ~r a major
offenslve. 

FINGER-LIFT RACl, developed In the 92n~ 
Battalion on the Uea advanoed by OMH Homer ~' 
Gray is praised In an artiole in the Mal 
issue of the "Engineering News Record. K Aoo Jl­
panled by two piotures the artiole says:" "A 
strongly-built flnger-iift raok ,at t he rear 
of a dump truck bOdy with a hinged moun ting
between lift tr,ame and chassls has been de­
veloped for use at the Navy's ABCD's. The rlg
oombines the advantages of a large oapaoi ' y 
flnger 11ft Ni th the speed and moblllty ot a 
truok. 

Also appearing in the lssue ere: 
Photos on the 60th Battalion's 3-lnoh 

portabl e flre pump ·pl1e drlver, " and small 
tractor -mounted crane , used In oonstruotion of 
a wharf f or ~aun~he s and small oratt. 

An arti ole and tvo photoe, by Comdr. Jay
5 . Leland , on tne shipping of fully-assembled 
pontoon oell barges. 

~ f TEAM-HEATR~AY n the wori 
rs-on-Iwo Jima ser­
v10emen on the I s land 
report. 

",,/tl 
Steam oomlng up from the Toloanlc under­

gr ound rl~es along the entire length ot one 
r unway. A problem tor air fteld maintenanoe 
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men, 1 t nevertheless has 1 ts advantages . Plped
Into tubes,1'or Instanoe,ltha . proved of great
value In restorlng t.he health and morale of 
returnlng flghter pl10ts. 

JAP ADMIRALS contlnue on the decl1ne wlth 
well over 100 dead In less than a year. Lat­
est oasualty llst among the admlrals totaled 
seven. .Taps however , award admlral's rank 
poetumously to hlgh-ranking Naval offioers 
kl1led In battle. 

REDEPLOYMENT OF TROOPS to Pac1f10 Is be­
Ing speeded by estab11shment of seventeen 
oamps In oentral Franoe . Camp Baltlmore pl­
onesr unlt,reoelved flrst shlpmentof soldlers 
thls month. Other stations wl1l be Ca.mps 
Boston, New York, Brcoklyn, Philadelph1a , 
Cleveland,pittSburgh,Atlanta Norfolk, Miami, 
Detroit, Chioago) Oklahoma 6ity, Washlngton',
San Antonio, qt. Louis and New Orleans. 

UNHORSED HIROHITO 1s oausing some concern 
1n the Japanese empire, whsre the war has 1n­
terfered with the Emperor's da11y hors eback 
rldee, "The only thlng to do," sa1d a Tokyo 
proadoast,"ls to t~tally ann1h11ate the enem~ 
We must ease our Emperor's mlnd. It i s rare 
now for the Emperor to find lelsure f or horse­
back rld1ng." 

S~B~~ HELP for the Japanese o1v i l i ans 
in the Mar1anas is told In a two-page t our­
photo story by Louls H1gdon,CSK. Tltled "Boot 
Strap Rehabi11tatlon," the artic l e says: 

"Japanese natlves In the conquered Marl ­
anas are be1ng shown the Ameri can by-your-own
bootstrap method of pull1ng themselves out ,of 
the muck of war and the mental mora ss of Jap
dom1natlon," says story, wh10h appears 1n ·Our 
~avy. " 

AMERICANIZED JAPS w11l teach GIs how to 
f1ght the Japanese. Special teams of N1sei 
(.Tap-Amerloans) wlll demonstrate Japanese uni­
torms! weapons and methods t o European veterans 
headeQ tor duty in the Paoifio. The tralning
ls Inoorporated In a oomprehensive Army Ground 
Foroes oourse cove~l~_ei~ht weeks. 

WOULD-BE AviATORS who , as Seabee9, 
never got further than bullding a1r­
fields, can do thelr post-war flyln~
in a Seabee airplane. The ' Seabee 
Is a .mall amphlblan planned for the 
post-war market. The manufacturers,
RepubliC A1rcratt, report more than 
elght m11110n dollars worth of condl­
tlonal orders tor the $3,500 model. 

BA'l'TLINj} YEOKAJr is Al L1 t t le, 12c, now 
statloned at Camp Lee-Stephenson. According 
to the Village Beacon, station publios tion,Al 
enllsted In the Navy 1n 1942 had three years 
or sea duty, partlolpated in 42.actlons, Is 
entltled to wear the Amerlcan Theater R1bbon, 
,Good Conduct Ribbon, Ph1l1ppine L4beraUon 
Rlbbon wlth two stars Pres1dential Un1t C1~ 
tat10n R1bbon,and Asiatio-Paoific R1bbon wlth 
14 stars! 
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FORMOSA IS FLA~ to only 20 per oent 
of its , pre~war prouetion by four months cd 
Amerloan bomblng,reports trom Lt . Gen. George
C. Kenney's Far Sastern Air Force reveal. 
Eighty per cent of the Is1and' e Industry wh1ch 
supplied vl tal war me terials to Japan, has been 
deBtroyed, the report sa1d. 

'BEST SOLDIER" of the 100th Division's 
quartermaster company, a Japanese-American l
has been glven a fleld promotlon to Secona 
L1eutenant by Maj. Gen. Wlthers A. Burrsss . 
Lt. George Dol, 30~year-old son of Japansss 
paren ts, "is unquestionably the company's best 
BOldler,~ sald hls commandlng offlcer, Capt.
Sames Dougherty. Lieutenant Dol, whose w1fe 
has been stay1ng at the Amache, Dolorado, Re­
location Camp, 1s a former San Dtego auto 
mechanic. 

~OST-WAR JEEPS! oommercialized and 
"broke to the p ow" are to be manu~ 
faotured by W1l1ys-Overland Motora 00. , 
it has been announoed. The company 
deeoribed the product as oomblnlng 
tor the flrst time In history the 

,functions ot a llght trUCk, tractor, 
moblle power unlt and pa s senger ear, 

RUSSIARRBCAP show s 7,800,000 Germans 
kl1led or oaptured in three years of war . The 
report aleo shows: 706000 German tanks lost; 
60,000 planes and 90,0 0 guns , 

MIPQEI ,~CER, built o~ eurveyed par ts,
has been oomp eted. by H. S, tlhI, CM30, of the 
17th Battal1on. 

Racer ls powered by a high-compresslon
englne wlth dual carburetlon and Ignltlon,
accordlng to 17th's IBuzz." Overall length 1s 
113 1nohes and wheelbas e ?2 Inchea . Road 
olearanoe Is Just three Inches. 

Only thing not explained 1.e what myone 
wants wlth a racing oar In the middle of the 
Pacirio . 

NEW srxm ARMY. te.mpered In the battle or 
Burma,can be called "alrborne' temporarIly s t 
least. The ent1re army was flown trom Burma 
to an undisclosed polnt In Chlna by the Air 

-Transport Command. The operatlon waa the tlrs, 
,of its klnd 1n hlstory. 

DECI SlVi ACTION earn­
ed a Navy and Marlne "WELL DDNE" Corps Medal for OCJI 
James W. McCrldden 
of the 50th Battalion 

when the Seabee saved a sallor frOm drownlng .• 
The !Sal lor had been lnJuredand had fallen un~ 
oonsclous Into the water among large ooral 
boulders. "Seeing the aco1dent," Fleet Ad~ 
moral N1mi tz sald ln ' an orfiolal c1 tatton , 
'(McCr1dden) dove after hl~/made tbe recove:l 
under water,and swam wlth D1m to satety. ~1 • 
qulC~ Judgment and decislve actlon was an 10­
splrat!on to all •••• • 

'l'HEODORE J. BOUGER, P'2c. w1th OBK1J 1A 
Canal Zone ,pra1eed by Acting Governor"'. (.
IRe".olllertor lalertneea and 81t1l1." 1n asdst1n, 
passengers, of bue whiOh O1'erturned in four tee~ 
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of water. His 'promp ~ action .l.\Ildoubtedly oon­
tr1buted towards sav1ng one - passenger from 
drown1n~ and afforded a i d and comfort to eeveral 
others, said letter from acting governor to 
the oommandant of the 15th N.D. 

FOR NSPLENDID" COOPERATION in maintaining 
operations at a vltally-1mportant airfield 
during reoent combat operatl ons,the 62nd Bat­
t alion wa e commended by the Commander,Landlng
Force Air Support Control Unlt No. "X.· Par­
ticularly commended were Lt. Comdr.F.B. Camp­
bell, OEC, USNR, the battallon OinC , Lt. S. A. 
Fowler, CJ;!C , USNR, 'lOd CC?·l J. M. Feehan who 
"rendered lnvaluable a ss i stance in faCilitat ­
ing the clearlng of rl.\Ilwayl! of crashed planes." 

WEATHER TROUBLE i8 
THE 800U pl agui ng the 83rdFOB

" " Bat t alIon . Unlt's 
paper, the Cora l Sea 
Barnaole, tells thls 

story about t he lack of sunshlne. 

· Seeing a dim shap e e~erging through the 
mud, a mat e called out , ' Low- wheel, why are 
you walking on yo ur kne ~ s " 

I'Hell man' repl led t he viotlm, 'I'm 
on a nor se! ' · ' 

SEABEE HII) TWO-AND-A-HALF YEARS in his 
. parents home near Belleville, !·:o . , b ut St. 
Louis shore patrol f lnally nabbed him after 
hls sister notlfied authorities of hls where­
abouts. The man, Alex Biggs,31,former farmer 
and ooa1 miner, deserted i n Callfornia more 
than t~o 7e~rs ago, said he haa not leftfam­
11y's h~me sinoe exoept od' very rare ocoasions • ~ 

A LETTER to Mrs . Robert l.Glllespie from 

her husband, a 49th Battalion Seabee , might 

never have reaohed her,had the ·m~lman" gone 

unOhallenged. 


rhe Seabee had plaoed the letter in his 
writlng kit and left the kit overnight in a 
pump house in whioh he had been standing watoh. 
Next morning kit and oontents were misslng. 

An island 1ntelligenoe officer returned 
the letter to Gille spie some time lAter . 

The Seabee asked who had turned lt In . 

"No one," replied the offloer, ·we found 

it ln the pooket of a Jap one of the sentrie, 

shot in back 9f the pump house last night. I 


YOUNG ENOUga or old enough are two wa7s 
to get home trom o.erseae duty. Donalu F. Fnl­
ler,S20, of Troy Montana, spun his draft 
board a 7arn ln i943 and DOV he's heading nome 
--veteran of 10 months' f or e1gn duty and 20 
months in the Seabees. 

The Navy learned he was only 16. Last 
.man to shake his hand was John F. (Pop) Cough­
lin , Cij30 -- uho is 51. 

A I~G BARRAOUDA meas ur1ng 6' l~ and 
weighing ~ lbe.va s oaught in t he Marianas by
Kenneth E. Bush , EM20, after a two-and-a-halt 

-hour f1ght. The Seabee, who used a s1x ounoe 
rod and s1x strand line in making the oatoh, 
sent a pioture of the barraouda to the States 
to prove he wasn't exaggerating . 

. PR01'}DING FOOD tor Japanese oiv1l1ans 
interned in a camp on Tinian before the U. S. 
Civil Affairs took over was no job for a man 
with a weak heart says CeM Franols G. S~one, 
.of Oklahoma C1ty ,6klahoma, who led mixed Sea­
bee-Japanese salvage details in searoh of 
provisions . 

Among the Japs was one who knew wher~ 
military stores were oaohed. Though he would 
point them out, he refuse~ to enter the caves 
so it was up to Stone and some other, braver 
or perhaps hungrier , Jap to go 1n first, look 
over the supply ana remove the booby ~rap e. 
Then they would slgnal for the rest of the 
party to "oome and get it." 

While plcking up cases of food in the 
caves the Japs often would chatter among 
themselves, "but I know darned well 80me of 
the chatter was wlth Japs still hiding in the 
caves," Stone said . 

Stone also developed a sure-fire method 
of getting the oooperation of the natives on 
salvage hunts. Eaoh man could keep for his 
own use, or his family's, whatever he could 
oarry away on ~ is person. The rest went into 
the general stockpll e for distribuUon t o the 
ent1re oamp. 

IT'S NEWS AT HOME •.• 
that Matthew T. Bel­STATESll' ftE 
ton,Jr . of GLOUOES­
TER, MA~S.,attraoted
attentlon of a rescue 


boat by soaking dollar bills in gasollne and 

lighting them from battery sparks in his boat 

50 mlles at sea ...... that the Amerlcan Relief 

for Holland Organlzatlon in NEW YORK CITY sent 

dozens of cartons of boys' sweat shlrts to the 

DutCh. Across each shirt blazed the words: 

-Junior Commanao w•... that County Auditor Paul 

Barnett of LOGANSPORT, IND., opened his mail 

and found a pair of fox ears from a hunter who 

olaimed he cou:tdn I t get transporta tlon to oome 

ln t own fo r bounty ••. that a seaman in WHESLING, 

W. VA., r emained AWOL for 10 months by dress­
ing a6 a woman • . . thatthe end of the midnight
curfew ln SAN !"RANCISCO brought a 250 per oent 
inorease ln bUliness at MIssion Emergenoy hos­
pltal compared with previous week end. 

AND I r 'S ALSO NEWS ••• that Norman Kupfer­
berg of BROOKLYN, N.Y., dId a l35-foot Steve 
Brodle off the Manhattan brtdgs landed two 
f'eet from a tug boat, and survived ••. that tWf) 
pistol-?a ckln' girls shot at two men in PUEBLO, 
COLO., threw · their~odies· into waiting oars 
t hen confessed the shooting wa s a joke andwere 
booked for disturb1ne the peaoe .•••• •that tvo 
boys , 5 a nd 6, in PITTSBURGH , PA.,dug a base­
ment to r their play house h~ar the wall ot 
Western Penltentlary. Bottom dropped out ot 
their basement into a tunnel oonvicts wer e 
digging for a~ esoape • • •.• thst a Brooklynite
mistook CAMP SHANKS, N . Y.~ f or s vaoation re­
sort and wrote for li terdt' tre . ·We'll feed 
you and olothe you free - came the answer 
"and pay you $50 a mont6 to 8tart.~ •....• tha' 
six .WACS at Lookbourne Army Air Base Dear 
COLU¥.RUS. OHIO, have been ass Igned as MPI. 

7 




