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IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN

WASHINGTON % different story..”

REPORTS

The Navy's Construction;Battaliong, non-
existent when he was onpture&'on'the sland,

were a mystery to 28-year-old William L, Tay-.

lor, former Pacific Naval Air Base materials
inspector ,when he arrived in Washington after
41 months of Jap captivity,

Taylor, taken off Wake December 23, 1941
with other civilian air base workers,was held
prisoner in the interior of Jap-heid China
until May 12, 1945, when he cashed in on an
escape plan he had been hatoching for two and
a half years,

He knew nothing of the Seabees, their
purpose or their accomplishments, but his
atory of the Wake capitulation gave the very
reasonsg for their formation,

"8ix weeks of military training would
have made a hell of a lot of difference,” he
(said, His opinion was corroborated by Marine
Lt, John F, Kinney,who was also taken at Wake
and who escaped another prison camp,

"Had the oivillan workers been legally.

permitted to take up guwns--if they'd had them
~-and had the training," i1t might have been a
different story at Wake, the Marine said,
The decision to surrender the island was made
because further resistance would have brought
death to the unarmed civilian workers.

Taylor and the 1,500 other civilian work-
ers were doing the pre-war work of Seabees,
When the Jap attack came after only five hours
warning, "we moved guns for the Marines at
night and continued work during the day.”

AThe attack was right out of the blue for
us--in more ways than one. We didn't know
anything about fighting, taking ocover from
bombs and artillery. ft would have been a
different story if we had," Taylor said,

One a week (P.6)....ES~-

*We thought we'd get help and we wanted
to make the Japs pay as much as we could,"

The Marine defense of the island, one of
the epics of this war, cost the Japs seven
warships and between 1,600 and 1,500 dead and
wounded,

Taylor and other captives were taken to
Shanghal and later to0 a prison ocamp between
Tientein and Nanking where he escaped May 12
made for Chinese-hel areas to the west an
eventually was reunited with American forces,

TREMENDOUS PLAKNING AND SHIPPING REQUIRE-
MENTS for ives now being planned are suvg-
gested by newly-released data on the Marianas
and Okineswa operations,

Two yearswent into the complete logistics
glanning, scheduling and assembly for Guam,
he entire Marianas ocampaign required 775
ships. The development of Guam into a major
advanced base has been ocomparable to 1lifting
the city of Fresno, California, with 1its
people, industry, facilities and services,
and transporting 1t by land and water to the
Normandy beachhead,

The build-up for the Okinawa campaign and
the supply of ocombat troops ashore required
more than ten times the shipping from the
mainland that was required to supply a similar
number of combat troopson the Normandy beach-
head,

Procurement, shipping and stockpiling
for Okinawa began over two years ago, For
gome of the items. to build a major staging
base at Okinawa,the contract had tobe placed
over two years ago, Some of the material was
contemplated in 1942 and the contracts were
placed not later than 1943,

During the ensuing months the materials
were assembled for loading -- much of 1t was
shipped to a forward staging area, Despite
the diapatch of over 100 sghips a month directly
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from the West Coast, it was still necessary
to stockpile much more equipment at advance
areas. The stockpiling at advance bases posed
additional problems, Material and equipment
not only had to be packsged to provide ord-
inary protection,but to prevent deterioration
under extreme climatic conditions. It also
had to be stored ocarefully, not only for
economical use of available apace, but alao
to allow efficient reloading. Some material
stamped for the Okinawa operation and puild-up
reached the Pacific over a year &go.

SEVEN MILLION MEN will be able to drive
against Japan in a coordinated "single blow"
instead of attemptihg to do the job pilecemeal
Gen, Jacob L. Devers, new' Commanding General

of Army Ground Forces declared this week,

He said the figure didnot mean that many
men would land overnight on an enemy - beach
but that the Army Ground Forces intend to have
the 7,000,000 men who will constitute the Pa-
cific.force ready all at once for whatever the
next major step is to be., When we strike,
General Devers stated, we will have the ocom-
plete force ready for the knockcut.

Training programs for Pacific-bound ser-
vicemen will show them how to take advantage
of every trick in the book, ineluding the use
of Napalm, the type of Jellied gasoline used
in the incendiary bombs being dumped on Japan
and new fighting tactics,

These tactics include special instruction
in night fighting, at which the Japaness are
adept, In Southern Germany, Gen, Devers found
that powerful searchlights, such as are used
in anti-airoraft batteries, oould be trained
on low slouds to provide findirect illumina-
tion" for a night battle area so that techni-
que will be taught and improved on for uss
against the Aslatic enemy,

NAVY'!S DISCHARGE FIAN, based on peoints
compiled from “computed service age,"” has gone
into effect with release delays authoerized up
to six months,

The plan 18 not to be regarded in any way
as a demobilization move since personnel
strength will not be reduced below an author-
ized maximum of 3,389,000 attained June 30,
The plan is, however K designed #to incresaase
the over-all effiolency of the Navy by relecasg-
ing older men and these not fully qualified
for general duty.®

Future neede of the fleet will ba met by
voluntary enlistments and from sslective
service,

Under the plan, Poomputed aervice age®
means:

Allowing one point for sach year of age
figured to the nearset birthday,and one yearl
point for each four months of active duty in
the Navy eince Sept. 1, 19838, The minimum
oomputed service age required:

For Reserve Line officers, enlisted re-

serviste, U. 8. Navy inductees and enliated
regulars ssrving during the war under expired
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enlistments--53 points,

Reserve officers of the Supply Corps--
556 points,

Reserve officers of the CEC--57 points,

The plan tekes into consideration only
age and length of service because additional
oonsiderations, suchas length of service out-
aide thea country or in combat areas cannot be
applied without making eligible for release
pergonnel whom the Navy cannot afford to lose
at the present time. The Navy's offiocial ann-
ouncement said epproval of applications for
release would be subject to the following de-
lays:

A maximum of 90 days for in-service
training of men to take over for offlcers for
whom no immediate replacement 1s available,

Commanding Officers in the U,S5. will have
three months to act on applications of enlisted
men to prevent impairing the Navy's operating
efficiency,

Commanding Officers afloat will have six
months to pass on applications of enlisted

men,

The Navy estimated that approximately
11,600 officers and 19,000 enlisted men will
be eligible for releass by December of thls

year,

ONDS FOR MASSACHUSETTS VETERANS became
law with signing of act giving each of 800,000
Massachusetts servicemen $100 in cash.

To pay the bonus ocst, the legislature
has levied additional taxes on various items
inoluding liquor and oigarettes for a period
of 8ix years -- and there's ths rub,

Amateur statisticiana ocaloulate that Af
a veteran and hils wife each smoke a pack of
cigarsttes a day, the new two-cents-a-pack
will ocost them 87,684 in six years,

Assuming, also, that they buy a quart of
liquor once in three weeks for entertainmentg
purposes, the new 50-cents-a-gallon tax, in
8ix years, would cost them $13,

Their total bonus tax peyments accordingl
would be $100,.64, = i

VEngﬁgs' BL%NS after demobllization
wers @mought by War Department in a special
suwrvay, Questioned were 23,000 gaoldlers,
oversess and at home, white and colored, Pre.-
vious oivilian experience, ages, educational
levels, geographical distribution, snd other
fastors were consgidered in the cholces 80 as
to maks the returna as meaningful as pogsible,

Some of the trends discloged:

Only B4 per oent of the men have defilite
pleneg, Another 18 per cent have tenative
pogtwar programs,many of whioh will be changed
dragtically Af the war lasts longer then they
anticipete or if businees conditions do not
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appear favorable,

Cne out of twelve definitely plang to
attend school full time, Almost all Oof these
are unmarried and under 25,

Five cut of eight (including those with
tentative plang)expect to work for an employer.

Only three per cent say they will stay
in the Army,

Eight out of ten white enlisted men ex-
psot to return to the same estates in which
they lived before the war, Among those who
do plan to move,the western states rank first
in popularity.

There won't be many new farzers; virtu-
ally svery soldier whc plsns to be a farmer
says he will go back tc 1znd that he ownsor
that his parents cperate, Zut veterans will
make themselves felt ir the =mall business
field, More than hslf = million men in the
Army alone plan to set wp shop affier the war,
Only one out of five who plana a business of
his won saye he will have all the zoney needed
to start, Five out of tan sxpect t0 invest
no more than $4,000,

JAPAKEST PRISON CAMPS soon will be open

to observers froms npeutral n=ticons, After
three and a half years =7 war +he Japs have
agreed to cozply with tha i{ntsrnational law
providing for such inspectizz, Switzerland
will represent the United Szztes,

COMBAT
20”5: gfforisi =lzzents of
an EIC-Pacific bat-

tallon with more actiom im an slrssdy well
filled log,

BORNED OPERATION,
wiith Agsirslisn and
Sutech combat forces,

The unit emerged with commendzt<ions from
two task group ocommanders and the commander
of the Australian beach group,

Despite operational diffisulitiss, muddy
beaches, cluttered with cbstacles the pontocn
ore¥s unloaded more than £ 000 cersonnel,
21,195 tons of bulk cargo and £ 325 wehicles
of all types,

*It was," gald the Austrslizn besch com-
mander in his commendation, "a yery Aifficult
Job splendidly carriesd out, Their sc-operation
and help at all tizes wss exgellent, nothing
wag too much trouble all recussis wers chesr-
fully and expediticusly met, I look forward
with great pleasure %o tha rposeibility of
taking part in future operstions with thea *

From one taek group commander: "Their
willing cooperation and initistive in the per-
formance of all Jobsg snhencsd the sliready ex-
.cellent reputation of the Sesbeez and made
posslble the oompietion of a wery difficult
operation,"

Another said: "The performance of duty
of the pontoon causeway orews during this
period 1s deserving of the higheet pralse,®

The causeway units were in charge of:

Ens, F. A, Obert, Carp, A.L, Verorussen,
Carp. A. D, Ransom, bn. Carp, J. J. Malone
tt, F. G, Jepson, Lt. J.F, Elliottand Lt,(Jjgf
J., M, Eicher,

BIG JAP AND CAKE

DEAL was made between
three BSeabee bakers
and ¢three Iwo-based
fighter pilots.

SERVICE
BASES

. *Dedicate the next Jap airman toour out-
fit and we'll bake youa oske that'll make you
forget the cakes your mother bakes" was the
substanca of the deal,

The fliers delivered in two days——-roar-
ing in over the fleld in a "vioctory roll,* to
give the Seabee ‘bakers time to start baking,
Ernest M, Cichon, Bkr2c. Albert H. Wallaoce,
Slc, and Herbart 8, Wilson, Bkrlc, pald off--
in cakes that were not oply gastronomical de-
lights, but architectural works of art, Two
of the cakes even deplcted the air battle in
tasty loing,

NORTH AFRICAN JUMP-OFF SPOT for state-
ward-bound vets 18 a Jeabee-built airfield at
Port Lyautey. Seabees and men of the Air
Transport Command now work side by side send-
ing thousands of soldiers home monthiv for
discharge or redeployment. *Backlog," Ailr
Transport Command publication in <tne area,
declared it was the first time in the history
of the North African Divigion that the 'Beee
and Alr Corps GIs have teamed up.

"A Navy Conatruction Battalionmoved into
Lyautey shortly after the invasion of North
Africa and began to bulld runways and quarters,®
sald "Backlog." "When the Construction Batta-
lion moved oul, a Maintenance Unit moved in
and continued on with the bullding., Blimp
Squadron 14 took over the jJob of submarine
patrol whioh added to the protection being
given Allied shipping as it moved up and down
the African coast and through the Mediterranean,

®The field was named Craw Field, and be-
came a Naval Air Station,

*On 10 May, 1945, the NAFD activated the
1272nd Base Unit at Craw Fleld, Veterans from
England, France, Germany and Italy are now
flo0oding through the Division, and Craw Field
is being used asone of the major stops on the
long air fiight to the States,

"The transient area at Craw Fileld, cap-
able of housing thousands of returning veterans,
was built by the Seabees out of an old gas
dump, They built a huge mess hall, with a
seating capacity of 500, in one week, A rec-
reation hall, Post Exchange, and 1long lines
of tente and Quonset hute were all erected by
the Navy men,

YApproximately 400 ATC men and about 500
8th and 15th Alr Force personnel are at Lyau-
tey in addition to the Navy, The 8th and 15th
Air Force men will service the planes from
England and Italy whichwill remain over night
gt Lyautey after oarrying in their load of
returning veterans, They are living in sep-
arate quarters but eat with the ATC and Navy,
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"The Navy and the ATC 1live in the same
area and share the same mess hall. They have
stone barracks and Quonset huts side by eside,
and you'll find Navy and Army personnel 1in
both of them, Thingsjare crowded for the per-
manent party at Lyautey. In one ocase, Gls
are 1living in a large steel hanger-like build-
ing which 1a supposed to be a theater,

“The Navy attitude toward the project is
summed up pretty well by William Bando, BMlo,
Bando, a Detroiter was emphatic when he sald:
'It's a damn good idea to get these guys home
ag soon as possible, I've got two pillot
friends who were prisoners of the Germans..,'

*The men from the ATC don't seem to mind
the doubling up either. Sald Sgt. Martin P,
Cawley of Chicego: 'This Navy chow 1s terrific,
I'm no chow hound, but when you get food 1like
this you just naturally have to mention 1t'."

ASTRONOMICAL FIGURES are rising out of
the Tinlan construction wonders, including a
comparison of the Superfortress lairs with the
now-building Idlewild airport in New York
desoribed by Fortune magazine as "the biggeaﬁ
airport in the world in 1947.*"

On Tinian, one of the two airfield sec-
tions alone exceeds Idlewild, ocombined they
more than double the Long Island airport,
Idelwild's runways and taxiways will total
14,5 mlles; Tinian's North field has 19,9;
West fleld, 19,2,

Cuts on airfield sites required moving
of 3,827,800 ocublc yards of ocoral; fills re-
quired 8,087,400 yards--the total--11,915,200
cubic yards--is equal to more than three
Boulder Dams.

If used for road building, the coral
would be the equivalent of a two-lane highway
from New York to Cleveland, O, Asphalt sur-
facing (6,790,000 square yards) is enough to
pave a highway from Boston to Washington, D.C.

The airfield alone required construction
of 942 geparate structuras,, . hospitals with a
capacity of 7,000 beds were built.,.39 wells,
producing 1,460,000 gallons of water daily
were dug,....70 miles of coral roads, 20 feet
wide with asphalt on the main highways.,..

79TH BATTALION'S "pipe dream® of utiliz-
ing water from two Tfalls, each higher than
Niagara, to supply ships four or five miles
awvay, turned into a pipeline reality and &
high point 1in the battalion's 1liat of accom-
plishments,

The plan was to run a 6-inch line from a
river fed by the two falls, to the ocsan-~
through 3,500 feet of jungle,up and down twin
hills 145 feet high—--and 1% worked,

There were no roads and bulldozers wers
impractiocable, Anything heavier than a hammer
had to be carried up the river on an M barge
at high tide,

Pipe seotions were ocarried over ths first
hump on an overhead ceable conveyor and carabao
dragged sections of pipe to location, One
crew worked from the ocoast inland; the othep

from the source and the Jjob was comple ted a
half hour ahead of schedule.

A second 1line (12 inch) was put into op-
eration and now delivers 2,800,000 gallons of
water every 24 hours,

Two commendations came to the battalion
through Lt, Comdr, D, H, Gottwals, the 75th's
0inC, as a result of the projeot.

TANDEM ROLLER was built by CBMU 603 when
regular equipment broke down. The men flitted
a steel cylindrical buoy with axles, bearings,
and tongue and filled 1t with conorete.

The buoy was 9 feet, 6 inches long and &
feet, 5 inches in dlameter, Total weight upon
compietion was 21 tons, giving approximately
the same compacting effort per square inch as
a 5-8 ton tandem but providing a much greater
coverage, Power was provided bya Minneapolis-~
Moline aviation tractor,

While the steel shell of the buoy falled
after 30 days' continuous operation, the unit
reported that P"the use of ghe equipment dur-
ing a oritical period more than justified its
construction. ®

CBMU 624 had a job to do, According to
Marine Maj. C,C, Campbell, air base commander,
they d4id 1it.

The following,one of the finest tributes
ever pald to Seabees, 1s what the Major sald
as he left the base for new duties:

*"Officers and men of CBMU 624:

¥*You have seen this fleld grow from a
wrecked mud-hole to a fair to godd all-weather
airfield, You have enjoyed much company;
mostly Japs., You have fought against the el-
ements, lack of manpower, lack of equipment,
in general, the lack of all facilities that
make a Job pleasant and easily done,

*You have been: shelled, bombed, rain-
soaked wind-blown and dusted,éisgusted, over-
worked, underfed, cussed at, and praised,

*You have been given assignments to duty
that you were not accustomed. You have been
glven the dirtiest detalls and work that should
have been performed by others; you have slept
in the mud and filth, if and when you got the
chance, You worked on your own camp and im-
proved your own surroundings after everyone
else's had been completed, and in most cases,
by you. You worked all night on the airstrip
for the firet flight of the Group againat the
Japs, and got the hell bombed out of you for
your pains, You have handled every drop of
gasoline that has been used on this airfieid
by all airoraft, visitors ae well as our own
and you d1d much of 1t under the shelling and
bombing attacks of the enemy., You have helped
with the ammunition, which was not your duty.
You kept the field lighting operational, when
1t wae bombed or shelled out, and without
valting for the end of the attack, You put
other people's galleys end fsacilities into
cperation when you should have been working
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on your cwn, Tou've assisted others ingetting
medalg and glory,much of which would not have
been sttained without you,
srocs! FHell ne, Juat Sesbees doling a

wniecn youenlisted; sand wanting to get
norz=al living as scon as possible,

us ghow the ccckeyed world that Just any
go—and-zc don't gtart & mmpus and get away
with it Just to prowve thst there still s a

wee Ercp of '"Epbattled Far=sr’g' Dblood still
flowing in Americen veins, Juat %o prove that
Zignly trzined craftsman ar= more vital to an
effilclent war machins <han ever heretofore
realized, Lagtly,lust o prove that the Amer-
lgzn, though an individuslist disliking regi-
Lon, canbe regizentsd =2nd do a far bet-
ter » of it than he tots
they sre far more intelligsns
thing to fight for,

lLitarians because
2nd have some-

n I appreci-
e done, and
1ted vocab-

ate the type of work waie =
without complaint,is beyond my 11

*Telling you ip words &
Lo w

i ]

ulary,
®Thias wag my firet =3I 2 be in oclose
contzact with the Seshas:z ne fi21&, And
they refer to you as = "= or newly act-
ivated cutfit, "HNewly =zo ar
L

propriste, but never the
have performed your duty in
often dreamed that the wyetsra-

"Wherever I go for &us
with a veteran outfit, somez=i: D ]
good ag the 3eabees and parsisularly CENT 624,
I shall remember you alwsys,k wit: = world of
adoiration, and I shall somslider it an honor
for any man of your outfit wh:o 1
me, wherever it may be, 2 stegz foru
fer a handshake, The dricks: w!i
My best wishes for your wellfars
speedy Journey home, rezsinm wii:-

/fs/ €, C

Malor, T, 2
106TH BATTALION was smcns ded
by Brig. Gen, C.E, Thomss 'r edy
construction of ajrfisli =n- 88,
"Working under advarse weas one
which were extrema; workins re;
sustaining air ope a2
time, lnecreasing o apd
providing for ths 2= 2r-
atione, all only 2at
achievements =cre = old
the 108th ani cthar he

project.

"I aa absolmts
developzens of =l
of our basges, . .,

and your acco=plisk

out only by the
tanker crew,

Replacement of the cld Jesecess fuel 1ine

i

wag necessary because of leaks, and Ttz new
BMU 533 system was a 900-foot, weldsl <S-lnoh
steel pipe from shore to tanker buoy,

Only thing salvageable froz ths Jap sys-
tem, 1t appeered, would be the submarine hoze
which oonnectedthe pipeline to the bucy valve,
The project went forward without a hitch and
on schedule, The time- was ripe for a final
air pressure test of line and hose,

Tanker and barge crews gstood by at the
buoy valve as the test started, When the pres-
sure reached a few pounds above the lines!
working pressure, a violent blast enveloped
barge and tanker in dark brown smoke,

Some time was s8pent in rescuing younger
orew members who leaped overboard and in con-
vinoing others that 1t was not a torpedo,

The Jap flexible hose had parted. Howle
that went up from the tanker orew were based
on a few shreds of dirty-rust-caked rags that
had once been a spotlessly clean washing Just
oompleted on the tanker,

"Censorship forbids prifrting," drily ob-
served 533's 01nC, Lt, (Jg) Hayes, jr., "what
the Navy afloat called the Seabees that day.

"But,” he added, "the line has operated
very well since,"

PILE DRIVING RIGwas used successfully as
a post~-hole punch by the 91st Battalion,

One of the construction problems in build-
ing a 6,000 man housing area consisted of set-
ting 8,000 foundation posts three feet deep,
No wagon drill was avallable and hand-digging
was out of the guestion,

The problem was solved by punching the
post holes with a timber punch set in stand-
ard 38' leads carrying a 2,500 pound drop
hammer, The punch was made fromal5' pile
about 10" in diameter with the lower five
inches encased in a plece of 10-inch steel
pipe, pointed at the bottom, The whip line
is permanently attached to the punch so that
no time 18 lost in ite withdrawing after the
hole 18 made,

STRENGTH

THE FLEET  iiiioa—he autnor-
”‘ vy ized maximum of 3, -

389,000 on June 30
but the Navy wili
ocontinue to make calls on selective service
to compensate for personnel losses from all
causes,
The over-all picture:

Officera (male; v sienme; SEL D30
Enlisted (male) ,.....2,984,665

WAVE officers & e s 8,415
WAVE enlisted Tavnims 73,900
Nurses da kB 11,000

Losses were broken down ae follows:
Since Nov, 30, 1941, the Navy has lost from
all causes 459,210 6fficers and enlisted men
of which 45,023 died; 13,665 are prisoners ¢
war and missing and 400,532 were returned to
civil 1ife by surveys, retirements, releases
and discharges,

=7
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AN INVASION A WEEK has been the pace setv
by the U. 8, Navy since August 7, 1942, when
the Marines landed at Guadalcanal, Since that
time the Navy has put troops ashore more than
160 times and according to an official state-
ment, "these landings may shrink in contrast
to those to be made before Japan finally
surrenders,®

Landings olosest to home were those made
at Kiska in the Aleutiane and Kwajelein in
the Marshalls, both approximately 4,500 miles
from San Francisco, The operations incluied
in the count include only those directed by
Fleet Admirsl Nimitz and General of the Army
MacArthur,

Forces put ashore by the Navy included
U, 8, Marines, Army troope and units of the
Australian and New Zealand armies, Vice Adm-
Aral Daniel E, Barbey, USN, Commander, Am-
phibtous Force, Seventh Fleet, which landed
troope 56 times, estimates hils forces have
put 1,076,000 men ashore,

The Army has estimated that for every
combat soldier put ashore, five and one half
tons of supplies and equipment must also be
put ashore, and an additional ton a month per
man is required for maintenance,

On this basis, the Seventh Amphibious
Force has put ashore more than 5,918,000 tons
of equipment and supplies, At Ley%e, where
General MacArthur announced that more men weant
ashore the first day than went ashore the
first day at Normandy--more than 100,000 men
--Naval forces had to deliver and land more
than 50,000 tons of supplies and equipment
during the initial 24 hours of the assault,

ROOSEVELT ROADS, Puerto Rico, nucleus of
the largest naval base in the western hemi-
sphere, has been brought out from under secur-
ity restrictions that have kept its facilities
gecret for more than three years.

The $50,000,000 installation, built for
perimeter defense of the Panama Ganal when a
Nazi lunge toward South America was still
within the realm of possibility, was started
on the extreme eastern end of Puerto Rico in
June of 1941,

in a story by Russ Symontowne, the New
York Daily News says the base dwarfe in slze
and potential importance both the 4b-year-old
naval bage at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, and the
lend-lease installation in Trinidad, B,W.I.

Its Bolles drydock, named for the late
Capt. Harry A, Bolles, CEC, USN, 1is ®second
in size to none on the mainland,” It has an
airfield with three 8,000-foot runways,

"Rooseveit Roads," says The News, "ie a
highly desirable and useful base, not only in
gome future war, but in peacetime as well.
Its 4installations are largely useable at a
moment'e notice and the base as a whole could
be reasy for large scale usge in a matter of
wveeks,

Seabees werenit formed in time for 1its

actual oconstruction but the now-inactivated
CBMU 5168 had & hand in 1ts maintenance, com-
pletion of the airfield, road construction and
some later installations, Majority of the
516 personnel is now on duty with the 128th
Pontoon Battalion in the Pacifio,

HOW SOON JAPAN WILL
WH‘T THEY continues to be
a gubject of conjec-
S‘y ture among experts

and laymen alike,
Most cheering prospect offered this week
was Chinese Premier T, V. Soong's declaration
that the war would end this year or early in
1946, Meanwhile, a countryman, Maj}. Gen, Kuo
Chi~chih, spokesman for the Chinese Army, de-
clared that 2,000,000 Japanese troopa in
Chiha and Manchuria were out off from the
homeland, Sea traffic between Japan and
China during the past four months has been
the movement of 110,000 troops from Hunam Pro-

vince to the coast of Shentung, anticipating
an American landing.

Meanwhile Admiral William F, Halsey, as
his Third Fleet pounded Japan, taunted the
enemy with the flat declaration that his sea-
alr offensive was the beginning of the ®*final
plunge into the heart of the Japanese Empire,"”
He reiterated his belief that the Japanese
fleet had been "routed, beaten, and broken®
and expressed his regrets to the American
people that "our ships don't have wheels 80
we oould chase the Jape inland after we drive
them from the coast,®

Calling the Jap Navy helpless and the
enemy air force no more than a nuisance, he
said the latter "can not and will not stop us,

*The Pacific Fleet is striking and will
continue to strike with every weapon it has *
he continued, "The Allied foroes are working
with devastating preoision and 1f the Nips do
not krow they are a doomed nation, they are
stupider then I think they are.®

In Washington, Navy leaders phraesed it
differently but the idea was the same,

After a press oonference attended by Seo-
Nav Forrestal, Asse't SecNav for Air John L,
Sullivan, Vice Admiral Mare A, Mitscher, and
Vice Admiral Aubrey Fitoh, the New York Her-
ald Tribune® summed up their views as indicat-
ing that "the high point of the Japanese de-
fense of their homeland may already have oo~
curred at Okinawa where the Japanese are be-
lived to have ‘'shot the works,' and that
therefore they are unable to put up a real
defense of the heart of the empire."

Vice Admiral Mitscher, back from duty as
commander of Task Force 68, said he believed
the reason the Japanese have not put planes
into the sir to defend Tokyo and other import-
ant cities was "because they lack something--
probably gaseoline,®

He, 1ike the others present, indicated
that Japan, like Germany toward the end of the
war in Europe, though possessing an air foroce,’
wag unable to make use of it beocause fue
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#ucoliey sal neen destroyed by stratssis sosno

Tice Aiziral Aubrey Fitoch saild of ae
Jspesess failure to reslst the present strilss
82 taink they started too late. Thay shat e
worte o= to=ir island perimeter.n

Se-crts  that Japan has extensiss wier.
ground rezources and fortificaticons sees S
1i%ti=f oy 3ecretary Forrestal, Be ss2f 23
Sock 2 "long time” to establish those mmlese
grommd places, Agreeing, Vice Adatss) Susss
deslsred: "The Japanese had such SmslEsEe
falth ¥ ar inability to invade thelr hasstsms
Ehar they walted too 1long and it iz 2ow 2
l2%e for them to go undergound.”

Latzer in the week, speaking on e
Howr * Vice Admiral Fitoh disclcssd ey e
Japaness had only about 5,000 coste® slames
left,

*Not many,he sommented, "whez ol s
that the Japs {ost over 4,060 planes mromss
Ckinsws

®The Jap air chiefs, once =0 somis SSan
thelr nolt,,,,.today find thezselvss 2 Tae
gad poszition of having too 1itile — & B
too 1zte, The Divine Wind, or kEssiEass Seas
parri=2 the pitcher to the well omass ton ot
Now they are shooked €0 find the Tisise =0
blowing in the wrong direction,

"Today Jap a viators often SESSESEN Soe
cover when the roar of our sporssssiss = oows
ig nesrd. Sulclde crasghea zooees Taas e
quently. Why? Because the snsay I3 Semstnt s
makinz every effort to save swailes s = an
and to build up reserves for =N Temt
offensive and an impending ifmsas oe *

Across the globe, Vice Amissl Jube &
McCain, commander of ‘f‘aek Poree 38, 2
the absence of ensmy ODFoaliiliss su = Laaw
that the Japanese probably “ars Sinaesion
and walting foramore progificcs o W oow
they strike back. fe sald tes et e e
airmen were oOperating
through which the Japs woulf =ov o s & ot
rly.

Back at home ,John Q. Tublls sms sstcwtos
his second wingd, AfSer & Maes X
last September when 57 per sent oF e
population were reported Sy e Seiias Sall
&8 believing the Jap war soslf a8 S 0s sear
only 20 per cent now are sonfifess o & 7o
tory in 1945, The averugs SEsiiiss Solssos
todgy, Dr, Gallup reporta, 25 Shas e Jags
won 't capitulate until sommes

|

Queaticonairing 7 tsterviswsss from
coast to ococast

qlisation, *Eow mues
war with Jepsn will laes

Until end of e, .... =

Unitl half or ISes, . &2 :
Second half or 15¢8 3¢ > s
1947 or lster, ... ... . 2 pur
Unwilling %o zuses.. . .. £ e

SIX-ECUR %
wasn't &
but the rescosd set
‘an T”E Baax b‘; an ogtiou', =ree
chiefsand 12 s=llist-
st me= of the 73rd Battalion on Ngesshue still

stacds,
e detall wént ashore by DUKWand reduilt

—==topn of the Jap strip for use of Jut o5

2 TS
=rzzlon planes. The 7?3rd has put a lot =f
::.:;:Msh.gente and & lot of time behini ===

4 -== then--but it's still an alrstric Iim =iz

A 57TH BATTALION TELEPHONE OPERATCR got
== wmzxpeoted answer when he called a native
=

=
-

L.lzg2 on Manus,

The incident took place when the island

st not yet been secured and Japs were still
sle#=tiful in the hill country,says Woodrow W,
Sw=iz  EMle, who tells the story.

*The Seabees had run a telephone line to
s ==tive village some 20 miles inland,” Swain's
tslz goes, "and, when it was no longer needed
recularly, turned 1t over to native operators
fzstead o tearing it down, The Army still
wouli send roving patrols in the neighborhood
¢ the ocamp occasionally and they would give
e= & ring,

“The natives, at first amazed by the
s=ome, soon took it for granted," the Seabee
sontinues, "But we got a Jolt one day when
we 2ialed them,

“Some doughfoot patrol had been through

tne village a few days before and had tutored.

tne cperators, When we called, & native ans-
vered the phone,

*Wiong numberr," he said, and hung up.

DANCING LESSONS are part of the after-
Sowrs ourrlculum of one Seabes outfit in the
“zcifio, Three olasses include cooks, orane
czerators and ship fitters, Inatructor ig
Saymond W, Pisani, Slo, who taught dancing as
= hobby while attending Duke University.
*Zut," says Pisani, "teaching dancing to oiv-
ilians was never 1ike this.*

PARTING OF WAYS for ths Traub twins of
Longview, Waghington, finally ocame when re-
aszsignment orders issued at Camp Parks sent
trem glong separate paths for the first time
in three years, John and Kenneth previously
nad gons through 'boot? together at Peary and
spent 28 months overseas on Guadaleanal,
Zougainville and Guam,

PEH{ECTgOg was word
W employed by Lt, Col,
"WELL DONE" 1ecoRr. smith, uswc,

Air Base Commander,

to desgeribe airstrip
grading, compaction and ehoulders completed
by the 87th Battalion, ‘“Complefion of thia

runway," he told the Seabees, "is a dirsot,
vital and realblow against our enemy, "

Nine men of the 78th Battalion, on ftemp-
orary duty with the 87th were included in the
scmmendation,



FOR THE 76TH have come two commendations,

one from Commodore J. R, Perry, CEC, USN, the
other, from Captain W, M, Angas, CE&, USN.

Said Commodore Perry: "The rapid and
afficient manner in which construction of fleet
watering facilities was accomplished is con-
sidered a noteworthy achievement, ...Officers
and men may feel justifiably proud of their
accomplishment,"

Said Captain Angas: *Battalion's perfor-
mance has been meritorious, In spite of ¢d-
verse conditions and enemy resistance, the
75th has carried on in true Seabee manner,
...'Well Done',*

93RD BATTALION has received a commendation
from the commander of oonstruction forces,
Seventh Fleet,for the "fine spirit of cooper-
ation and pralseworthy manner in which construo-
tion in the field was oconducted."

Ig;S ?EW%UQE HgHEé"

that in o My

STA TES'DE the newspaﬁer re:
ceived an advertise-
ment from a soldier:

"A young soldier with 4% years of duty would
like t0o meet a young widow with three children,
ObjJect: Eighty five points!,.,.that in SHAW-
NEETOWN, ILL,, neighboras of Edmond Oxford, a
sick farmer, moved 4in on his farm with seven
tractors and five planters and planted 66
acres of farm,,..that in BOSTON, MASS,, Ong
Ting left 30 pounds of beef witha taxi driver
while he went in to buy a head of cabbage,
When he returned taxi driver and beef were
gone, . ..that in SBAN BERNARDING, CAL,,the city
council has passed an ordinance provigding a
$500 fine for anyone operating a public clock
that keeps incorrect time on a public street,

X ...that near MANDAN,
N.D., a 7?b-year-old woman was hospitalized for

exposure after she became mired in the mud of
an old channel of the Heart river for 36 hours
ses.that in BLOOMINGTON, ILL., Roe R. Wirick,
night police captain, wishes women either
carry smaller handbags or satay out of jail,
He complains that because of the large hand-
bags the cash drawer 1s too crowded,.,..,,that
at DEPOSIT, N,Y., William W, Gardner 84-year-
0ld farmer,was 8o thirstyhe flagged a Chicago-~
bound Erie train and asked for a drink of water,
He was sentenced to 90 days in jail--but got
his drink of water,..,

AND IT'S STILL MORE NEWS,,.,that in BIR-

MINGHAM, ALA,, oconfiscated moofishine whisky
held as evidence, sate its way through a metal
oonteiner and rose to high tide on the sher-
iff's floor,...that 4in AURORA, ILL,, Mrs,
Joan Dykeman was treated for a lacerated hand
after her 5-year-old daughter,ratihg a spank-
ing,had installed a pair of shears to protect
her from the shipping....that in WORCHESTER,
MASS,, Robert A, Johnson was fined $6 because
neighbors complained that his car back-fired
noisily too early every morning,...that in
TEMPLE, ARIZ,,a dog bit & man--and died, *I'm
Just polson to 'em," the man said. "It's the
second time the same thing has happened,"

8

19456 WORLD _ SERIES

virtually sssured as

T”E BULLPE the result of a re-

quest from SecNav

Forrestal and Fleet

Admiral Nimitz that the winners of the tradi-

tional October play-offs be a&ent on tour of

the Pacific Ocean areas to play Army and Navy
teams at advance bases,

The playing of this year's saeries has
been in doubt due to transportation difficul-
ties but Commissioner A, B, (Happy) Chandler
to whom the request was made, was sure "tha
problem can be worked out satisractorily.

"Thig shows how eager the boys in service
are for the World Series to be played," he
sald. %and there no longer appears to be any
valid reason for not playing the annual fall
championshipa, "

The possibilities of sucha tour were ex-
pressed by SecNav Forrestal who facetiously
commented in his letter to Chandler that *it
may persuade more Japs to surrender becau?e
the one thing they all want to know 1is: 'Who's
leading the league?'*

Admiral Nimitz, in a Navy Department
memorandum, said that a 90-day tour "would be
feasible and would constitute a welcome addi-
tion to the expander welfare reoreation pro-
gram ®

Said Chandler: *Naturally, we're eager
to do whatever the services agk, and we'll
gend a team whether it is the World Series
winner or an. All-Star team,”

CO! tournament scoring record
of 34 games 1in a single set was established
when Francisco Segura literally staggered into
the final round of the National Clay Tennis
Tournament in Chicago. The set took an hour
and a half and went to Pancho 18 games to 16.
Segura won by default when his opponent, El-
wood Cooke, an Army dischargee, had to leave
the court in the second set.

nx%ﬁ AND DATA;.,.,,Athletica and Tigers
tied a 39-year-old AL record when they battled
24 innings to a 1-1 tie, Tigers' hurler, LES
MUELLER, recently discharged from Army, out-
lasted three A's hurlers,pitching 19 2/3 1an-
ings before being relieved., Major league re-
cord held by Brooklyn and Boston who went 26
innings in 1920,,..0ne-day Hambeltonian trot-
ting meet okayedby ODT,,,,BOB3Y FELLER turned
in no-hitter as his Great Lakes nine walloped
the Ford All-Stars, 13 to O.,...TOMMY HOLMES
of Braves set new NL record by hitting safely
in 37 consecutive games while HARRY CHOZEN,
Mobile backstop, tled the Southern league
record set 20 years ago by running his string
to 46 straight..,.Ball players discharged from
the armed services will wear the discharge
emblem on the left sleeves of their uniforms,
...Capt, BUDDY LEWIS, discharged from Army,

returned to Senators' active 1list, Lewis
spent 15 months in the CBI as a troop carrier
plane pilot, flying 369 miseions,....HELEN
STEPHENS, holder of world, U, S, and Olympioc
records in discus shotput, broad jump and
eprint events, enlisted inMarines as private,
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