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QVERSEAS SEABEES

WASHINGTON »rassed e 200,00
REPORTS

set a new record for
both number and per-
centage of Construction Battalion men in over
seas billets. The percentage rose to 81.25.
Stateside based Seabees numbered approx-
imately 46,000 as compared te 200,061 outside
the country. However, of those in the states,
nearly <1,000 are in units already\formga and
assigned to overseas projects. Statlon forces
in the U. S. comprise only three per cent of
the entire complement.

COST OF WORLD WAR IT has gone past the
trillion-dollar mark, the staff of American
University, Washington, D.C., has calculated.
kxpenditures for war, since 1934, the univer-
sity declared, uamount to more thun $500 for
every man, woman and child in the world.

The total, more than §1,030,000,000,000,
does not indicate the destruction una damage
of public and private property. It likewise
aoes not include Chinese expenditures in the
fourteen-yenr war with Jupan, which the uni-
versity has been unable to determine,

PEACETINE MILITARY CONSCRIPTION is sup-
portea uy majority of Americuns, latest For-
tune poll indicates, Vote was 69.2 per cent
in favor,23 per cent aguinst and 7.4 per cent
unaecided. analysis of mens'anda womens! votes
showed only & very smuall variation.

MORE SHIPS RHLEASED FOR PACIFIC by end
of_the convoy system In tre Atlantie, War
Shipping administration has announced.

Elimination of convoys means ships in
dtlantic can travel faster,use shorter routes.
Before V-E Day, shipping lost en route to
kurope was replaced Ly new vessels. New con-
struction now will pe added to the total fieet.

PAINTER-CATSKINNER 'SEABEE OF WEEK' (Pe3).cececocncenn

JAP AIRBORNE LANDING
ON OKINAWA AIRSTRIP

aimed at knocking

COMBAT
ZONES o oecroeat tava

repelled by American fliers and service troops.
A Marine sergeant and a Seabee carpenter's
mate emerged as individual heroes of the two-
hour vattle.

The Seabee identified in early news re-
ports only as a petty officer second class,
rescued five men after an enemy plane crashed
into & searchlight control tower, burying its
cccupants. Alone, he clawed and dug the dirt
for three hours until all five had been un-
covered, When the three survivors had been
taken to a hospital he collapsed.

The Japanese launched their assault, of-
fieially called "the most audacious attack on
our aviation installations of this campaign,"
an hour and a half before midnight. of five
to twelve twin-engined airplanes which at-
temped to land, only one got through. Its
grenade-carrying occupants were loose two
nours before tiey were wiped out.

pattlefront reporter W.H. Lawrence wired
to the "New York Times!: "§ith no regular
troops nearby to repel the invaders,mechanics
and fliers graboed rifles and carbines to com-
bat the Japunese, who were armed with light
machine guns as well as rifles and grenaaes,

The Japs muae =« welrd picture as they
lzunchea their winature invasion, runaing
apout the airfield area inthe light of a full
moon, chucking grensdoes at planes dnd engag-
ing in small-arms auels with the imerican ce-
fenders.

A Harine technical sergeant, who kKilled
two Japanese, the first he had seen close-up
in three years! service, vouched that the in-
vaders got a hot reception. "Marines and Sea-
bees were firing all over the ftield at every-
thing that moved," he said.




AHEAD OF ORKINAWA'S FRONT LINES went a
five-man surveying team tc lay out the site
for a new eir field, OCM Doyle L, Crowell and
his men worked in "nc man'‘s land" for two days
-- gomeétimes more than a half-mile 4in front
of the fighting, The Marines didn't catch up
with the eurveyora until the third day,

With Crowell on his front-line jaunt were
Edward H, Dvorak, Slc; Roy C, Alletag, 8K3c;
Grady M, Gocdnight, CH3e; end Homer 8, Free-
men, CHie,

ENEMY PLAWES BOMBEB and strafed one and
¢f an alrfield while the 58th Battallon was
repairing the ‘cther end, Damage control par-

ies were hitting the deck only when planes
were immedlately overhead, Men scrambled out
of foxholes and anhelters after the ratders
passed to keep runways serviceable almost
without a break, The unit's bomb disposal and
mine detection groupnot eniy cleared the field
put combed the campsite and cargo areasas well,

LAND MINE BLAST on Iwc killed seven Sea-
bees riding 1in a truck, Two others dled of
wounds from the same explosion and a third
man 1is miesing. Still another, a tractor op-
erator, died of injuries when his ‘dozer set
off a mine,

TERSE AND TO THE POINT are the following
entries taken from the log of the perimeter
guard of the 62nd Battalion:

= Sighted 2 enemy; killed 1,
Sighted 2 enemy; killed 1, 1 POW taken,
Sighted 28 enemy; killed 2,
Sighted 12 enemy; killed 12,
Sighted 10 enemy; killed 4; 2 POWe taken

A NEW CRANE for the

;ERV’CE 84th Battalion was
8‘:5: the Seabees'! reward
for fast salvage

work,

An Army unithad lest a new Buckeye crane
(crawler and cab) 1n 67 feet of water. The
84th learned the equipment hed been declared
surveyed and would become the property of the
salveging unit, In just one day the cranz wss
raised -~ and the property of the Seabees,

They constructed a juryrig of an A frame
plue a combination of the single steel blocks
avallable to form =a 10-part 1line, Motive
power was furnigshed by the dregline lead of
an Insley crane mounted at the forward end of
the barge, The Insley was placed so that the
load line could be used in placing tackle and
rigging gear, tnen, later, in retrieving 1t as
the crane was raised,

The cab, broken loose from the crane,was
located by Seabes divers, It wase raised by
progressive 1ifts to the deck of the pontoon
barge, The orane mechanism and crawler wera
located next and the 1ifting line attached to
the gantry bar, Progressive 1lifte were made
of approximately ten feet each, the barge be-
ing moved 1nshore with each 1ift until the
crawler <{(reads began to strike bottom, The
load would tnen be tied off and rigged for
another 1ift,

-

When the orane wae approximately ten feet
pbelow the water surface, the barge proceeded
to the other slde of tne harbor where a naval
repair snip nad offered o make the final 1ift
and set the crane ontoc the barge, The load
was transferred fromthe jury rig to the ship's
crane and the retrieved crane taken %0 shors
on the deck of the pontoon barge.

Tre battalion's heavy equipment depart-
ment took over the following day. Within a
week the corane was in operation,

YAR MOVES ON but still takes 1its toll in
the rear ereas, The 118th Battalicn medical
department, under Lt, 8, J, Hansen, MC, USNR,
worked all night saving nine of 19 natives
wounded when a2 ®dud" Jap mortar shell exploded,
The Seabees raced 17 miles t0 the native town
to answer the emergency call,

GUN-POINT LUMBERING is the 118th Battsl-

ion's speclality, After taking over an 1sland
gawmlll, the battalion turned out 145,143
boerd feet of lumber in one month--but had to
fight Jape tc do 1t, Armed Jap siragglers
nececsitated maintenance of a large security
detall and armed guards with eech logging crew,
Cne logging crew had to withdraw from a timber
gtand when & superior force of enemy troops
appeared, The crew returned after the sesur-
ity detall handled the matter,
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AROUND THE WORLD 71 TIMES 1s the record
the 135th Battalion claime for vehicles oper-
ate¢ by its transportation department. They've
beenrun 1,778,251 miles, And the department's
safety record is still intact.

INNER-TUBE ICE BA@ 1s recent product of
47th Hattallon, Here's how to do 1t: (1) Cut
a small hole in a good pilece of inner-tube,
approximately nine inches long. (2) Insert a
screw cap made of light metal vreferably from
a surveyed kerosens can, (3] Secure by vul-
canizing or by use of rubber cement, {4) Seal
both ends with patches or vuleanize them,

MIX CONCRETE IN TRANSIT rather than haul
send, stone, cement, water and mixer to every
spot where a amall gquantity of conerete is to
be poured, CBMU 524 suggests.,

The outfit put the ideza intc practice by
mounting a two-bag mixer on a salvaged %ruck
bedy. The mixer is loasded at a central plant
and the concrete mixed en route. Two men as-
signed to the mixer truck have succesafully
taken care of all small construction and main-
tenance work on the base, saving time, labor
material and truck mileage, the unit reporta,

AJR PRESSURE WATER-SYSTEM devised by S4th
Battallon tc supply 250-man galley with water
under suitable pressure employs twe salvaged
T-6 pontoon unite and one 10G CFM air COompre s«
sor eliminating necessity for tower and pumps,
Mounted on skide, the entire getup mgy bs
qulckly transported and vut into operation by
meklng two simple connections, One pontoon ia
used as & water reservoir,the other as a com~
pressed elr receiver, . Air pressure from the
receiver 1s &lso used to raise water from
truck-mounted pontoon unit into the reservolr,
After each [filling the pressure in the tank
1s built wup to 20 pounds per square inch,
providing sgteady flow of water through both
not and cold fsucegs.
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AN OLD-FASHIONED FISH FRY helped break -

the monotony for CBdU 521 after a deczen of
the mates haulea in the makings. The Seabees
came up with 111 "skip jacks," reported to be
similar to tuna,and a few red snappers. Total
catch weighed almost 600 pounds.

Even thie KPs got into the spirit of things.
They produced native limes for those who or-
dinarily like lemon with fish.

MaKE YOUR OWN SOAP, suys the 38th Batit.
wnicn divulges this technique:
Salvage fat from the galley (the 38th

averages aoout 30 gallons a week.) aad water
and 30 lbs, of lye. Result 1s approximately
214 pallons —— 1700 lps. -- oi solidif'iea soap
good enough for laundry use,

The 38th figures its own product is the
equivilant of 300 lus. of the commercial prod-
uct and that it is superior for use in hara
water, in rinsing qualities, in results oo-
taineu,and in absence of soap speck und odor.

BIGGEST ASSAULT JOB

FROM THE Tor Secve Specials
HOLD operation,
augmented

with one

special

battalion of 1,600 men reported making cargo
handling history.

The assignment begun to shape up in Feb-
ruary when the outfit,overseas 20 montiis, was
augmented py additional personnel, split into
two divisions of nine 8U-men teams each «nd
sent To two staging areas, where the teams
were assigned to assault shi_s. The Secavees
loaded tne vessels which were to carry theo
To the target, had practice runs,then set out
for Okinawa.

Unloading continued around-the-clock on
L-day, although Juap raiders nammered persist-
ently at American shipping. The vattalion
sufferea 14 casualties during the early days
of the assault.

On L-plus-1, six cruanes, five bulldozers
and a nuamver of flood-light trailers were on
the beaches. When the discharge of assault
cargo was completed, the specialists turned
to evacuation and construction work, even
helped on the installation of anti-aircraft
gun emplacements, until the second echelon of
supply shilps arrived a weel later.

Camp life was rough; the pivouac area,
perilously near the beach, more than once was
a opombing target, twice was heavily strafed.

Unloading records, nevertneless, were
good. In one Z24-hour period, the Seapees dis-
chargea several thousand tons of smmunition
from one vessel althiough air raids cut their
actual working time py more than 16 per cent,

The captain of an APA, a veteran of six
invasions and many garrison supplying trips,
laudaed the work of the specialists as the
finest he had ever witnessed.

OKINnwa nLoknbY » GHWAT PORT, figures
released trom that base inaicate. Brigadier
General Blakelock declared the isiand's supply
officers soon will ve handling as wuch ton-
nage a month as those at the port of Honolulu.

THE SPECIAL BATTALIONS are still doing a
top-notch Jjoo. Here's an excerpt from one of
the recent commendations, this one Irom the
master of a transport to the 0inC of the 5th
Speciul: "...work was accouplished with speed
and dispatcli, damage to cargo znd ship was
held at an apsolute minimum. The quality of
workmunship I observed here is on a par with
any I have seen in our best ports at home."

PLANE RECOGNITION LESSON for an uniden-
tified Navy Seabee was given on Okinawa.

When the air raid siren started to wail
his first night ashore, he remained calm,
cool, and curious. While his mates scrambled
for their foxholes, he nonchalantly scanned
the skies.

Suddenly two Jap bBettys roared in.
"Is them Hell Cats or Jap Cats?"he asked.

"Them is Jap Cats,"
cowering in his shelter.

replied his mate,

"YOVE OVER!" cried the enlightensd stev-
edore as he dived to safety.

EARL R, LEYTHAK,
PTR. 2C,was schedul-
ed to be left in the
T”E WEEK rear echelon when

his battalion 1lifted
anchor for Okinawa. Not wanting to miss the
show, he swung a bargaln which enabled him to
go along, Specifically, he volunteered to
take a bulldozer ashore on L-Day.

SEABEE OF

o On tiie beach they asked for directions.
Hegd_that way," an 4P motioned vaguely inland,
"and keep asking." :

The assuult waves hit tue beaches on
schedule. Less than four hours later a call
came for a 'dozer to excavate a gas dump re-
vetment "somewhere up at the front.? Leytham
his machine and two nates, kgbert H. Vaughan;
Sle,and Byron R. Hunt, Milc,were sent ashore.

Leythnam and his coupanions went “that
way," the former driving his R-4, Vaughan and
Hunt &afoot, their caroines on the reaay. They

continued to ask ¥Ps for directions. The MPs
continued to wave them inland.
Finally the Seabees pulled to a stop.

There weren't any more MPs, they noticed. In
fact, there weren't any more Marines or any-
thing else.

They decided there was nothing to do but
g0 on. Just as they started, a Marine scout
patrol overtook them. "What in hell are you
doing up here with that thing?" they gueried.

"We're looking for the place we're sup~
posed to dig a gas dump. It's somewhere neur
the front.n

. “Front, helll" yelped the sergeant. "You
Just pussed the last advance scouting parties
about 200 yaras backl®

] It was dark before the cat skinners made
their way back to the peuch. But Leytham was
satisiied. He hzd been "in on the show."



T”E ’LEET SHIPS will join the
Navy this year, among
”‘vy which will be 271
new front-line fignt-
ing ships, it was stated in Washington this
week. The additions to the fleet will give
the United States the staggering total of
127,268 vessels, more than 1,400 of which are
combat craft. of tiiese, 100,000 have joined
the fleet since Pearl Haroor, including 1,150
combat craft.

Ships now under construction include two
battleships, fifteen aircraft carriers,thirty
carrier escorts, forty-seven cruisers, 104
destroyers, six aestroyer escorts, twenty-two
fast transports and forty-five submarines.

These vessels will pe added to a Navy
which already has twenty-three pattleships,
sixty-seven cruisers, twenty-six carriers,
sixty-five escort carriers,386 destroyers and
368 destroyer escorts.

SUBS HAVE SUNK 1,119 JAP SHIPS since the
war started, Fleet Admiral Chester W. Nimitz
declared. He said American underseas craft
have accounted for 4,500,000 tons of enemy
shipping in cthe Pacific, 2,000,000 of it in
the last year.

TWe have all oput severed the lines which
connected the Japanese Empire with its stolen
possessions,” he declared. "Today no enemy
warship ad no enemy merchant ship can venture
upon the waters of the Pacific without the
well-grounded fear in the hearts of its men
that they will never return to tiie home base?!

DAMAGE TO USS FRANKLIN, the "unsinkable
carrier®, was estimated at $45,000,000 by
Comdr. Robert N. Downes, 1its damage control
officer. He said the vessel is still®§30,000,-
000 worth of good ship," which wiil be recon-
ditioned within a year for $20,000,000 less
than a replacement would cost. The Franklin
will pe rebuilt from her third deck up,Comdr.
Downes indicated.

LARGEST NUMBER _OF
BRONZE STAR MEDALS
ever awaraed a sing-

"WELL
Da”E“ le Seabee unit was
presented recently

to officers and men of the 121st Battalion.
Twenty-nine awards were msade,one posthumously.

In congratulating the Seabees,osrig. Gen.
V. H. Kinble, US4, lauded the 121st for a
magnificent contribution...to the war in the
Pacific" ana told the men they haa worked on
one of the "*largest single developments of
the present war."

The medals, for outstanding performance
during a combat operation, went to the fol-~
lowing -~ all members of the USNR:

Lt. Comdr. Thomas H.Flinn, CikC; Lt. John
w. Partridge, CiC: Lt. Lawrence M.Rist, CEC;
Lt.(jg) Warren B. Woodrich,CEC; Lt. (jgs Char-
les C. Fiske, CiC; Lt.(jg) Norman . Jackson,
CEC; Carpenter willard S. Hammerman,CEC; John
L. plock, CM3c; Allen W. Brunk, CCM; Floyd H.
Faust, CSF; Thomas V. Fitzygerald, Cu3c; Jos-
eph H. Frasier, SF2c; Donald F. Gans, CCi;
George R. Hager, CCi; Clarence G. King, CCM;

‘\7
Joseph A. Korn, EMZ%; ‘Harold C. Nilsen, CCud;
Thomas . Nolan, CM3c; Wenry W. Pfaff, CSF;
Paul L. Phillipson,MM3c;Stephen F. Pillsbury,
GMlc; Kenneth F. Tayler, Gilec;Claude A.THorn-
burg, SF2c; Vernon C. Vaughn, kM2c;William F.
Wadsworth, CCM; Theodore J. Wardzals, Flc;
Frank R. Watson,SF3c;ilarcello G. Montesi,Flc;
and Ralph Deyoung, MM2c.

The award to Montesi was made posthum-
ously. He died last June of wounds received
in action.

Deyoung'se medal was forwarded to a Naval
hospital where he is a patient,

TCOOLNESS AND COURAGE" displayed during
action with an Army combat patrol won an Army
commendation for Robert A. Droeger, CMlc. The
Seabee participated in 12 night ambushes,com-
pany sweeps and combat patrols against Japan-
ese forces.

DOGGED DETERMINATION marked the work of
the 302nd Battalion during a recent cowbut
operation, said the commander of a task unit
to which the Seabees were assigned.

"The Seapee unit worked ceaselessly and
untiringly each day," he said, "many times in
heavy surf,in order tocomplete their assigned
mission.

"Their efforts, initiavive und dogged
determination are deserving of highest praise
and indicative of the fine traditions of the
Seabees,which are so well known throughout the
service."

COMDR. RUDOLPH Y. TAGGART, CEC, USNR,has
been commended by Fleet Adairal Chester W.
Nimitz, USN, for outstanding professional
service as 0inC of a Seabee Regiment during
construction of facilities in the 14th Naval
District from 17 May 1943 to 28 Noveamber 1944

LONG MONTHS OVERSEAS haven't crimped the
47th efficlency, Jjudging from a list of com~-
mendations for routine jobs done well. The
commendations range from clearing and segre-
gating hospital equipment and making dance
music to welding, shore patrol duty and elec-
trical and shipboard installation. Some of
the good words:

,....a credit to the ability of the per-
sonnel"...."Subject band has brought happi-
ness to many men"...."the efforts and spirit
displayed by these men is to pe commended"...
fexcellent work they accomplished while serv-
ing at this unit"...."shore patrol duty in a
foreign port requires intelligence, patience
and tact.... they performed services beyond
those’ required...."

FIRE FIGHTING was a volunteer job for
three 87th Battalion men who won cmmmendations
from the ship's master for aiding the crew in
extinguishing a stubborn carbide fire in the
cargo vessell!s hold.

The three, Theodore iarienthal,Sr., CBM,
Lloyd C. Engquist, Cilc and Glen k. Ludwig,
Cti3c, "ran grave personal danger because of
the type of fire,splashing of acid and fumest
the commenduation declared.

FREAK ACCIDENT which caused a load of
lumper peing swung to strike the winch con-
trols and knock the winciunan irom the control



-
pridge into the winches resulted in only the
single injury when two men crawled down
througn the deck load and stoppea the winches
The Seabees, Matt White, Slc, and D, P, Wood-
ward,8Klc ,both of the 1l4th Sm clal, were com-
mended by their OinC,

WH‘T T”sy "COgST?UCTION HAS
to our steam-roller

S" advance," gald Ma jor

Frank P, Crum AAF, a

veteran of threes vesrs' service in the Pacific,
"The one thing that has slweys symboli-

zed American civilizestion 1s winning the war !
he continued, "not the power to destroy, but
the power to conetruct, .....And this power
to construct,that works under front line fire,
that works under the mest primitive conditions
that combines spesd and quality on an utterly

unprecedented scale ig symbolized in one stal
wart human figure - our 3esbees,

%"The Seabecs can do anything, anywhere
end anytime, with zny kind of materials, and
1f they have no material or don't get it in
time, they are the most {ngenious improvisers
I have ever seen -- eminently American, They
aelways come up with the solution: correct,
sturdy and as demanded,

"Nearly every effort we have made out
here in the Pscific hase depended on the Sea-
bees,.....W¥hen we compare whzt we know of Jap-
onege construction eouipment and troops with
our own, we begin to realize where our true
superiority lies."

AIRFIELD CONSTRUCTION EXPERIENCE will
gtand Seabeee in good stead when the Civil
Aeronautics Adminietration undertekes ite Na-
tional Airport Plan,

In an article in Contractors and Engin-
eers Monthly, CAA administrator T, P, Wright
statea: "Our airport plan proposes the con-
sgtruction of 3,050 new airports and improve-
ment of 1,625 exlsting filelds, at an estimat-
ed cost of $1,021,567,945 for clearing, grad-
ing, paving lighting and radio facilities,
plus about $230,000,000 for land and buildings
other than hangars.

"For the first time, the CAA has S Wres—
ted that a system of Federal aid be inaugura-
ted matching with Federal money that lnvested
by the states and comaunities. Thus, we would
invest a total of $1,250,000,00C in airports
in a period of ten yesars, half of it borne by
the Federal government, and half by local
soponsgore,

fes]

SUICIDE PLANES are Japen'g only hope,Nip
Lieut. Gen, Reikichi Tada believes, "I hon-
estly believe," he ssid, "that there 1s no
other way to overcome the oresent war crisis,®

ENTIRE MILITARY MIGHT of the United
8tates will be employed to help speed final
victory over Japan, Acting Secretary of War
Robert P, Patterson told newamen during the
War Department's we2kly war review nHress Conw
ference,

"We are taking the eteps to bring the
full weilght of American military power to bear
vpon Japan," Mr, Patterson declared, "¥en,
rlanes, weapons and eculpment will be messed
to gsuch degree of superlority that, in the
end, victory will come more culckly 2nd with
less cost,”

-
SOUTH P&ET%IC NATIVES WILL FORGET AMERI-
CANS —after they leave, a veteran misslonary
predicted in an interview with the editors of
#Globe News," Seabee newsvaper publighed 4in
that area.

The missionary said the natives' lack of
curlosity,together with the suddenness of the
American arrival, would result in short-lived
local remembrance for the servicemen, He ex-
pected the nstives to revert to their more-or
~less aboriginal status, In support of his
contention, he described natives who had for-
merly worked for the Army or Navy and later
returned to their native villages, They geemed
t0 remember the Americans only dimly, he tes-
tified,

JAP WOMEN SOLDIERS

and whether or not

’y, they actually existed

hes long been a sub-

Ject of conjecture

among Americen fighting men in the Paciflo,
The question finslly has been answered - in
the affirmztive, Comdr, Robert N, Downes,USN,
reveeled the U38 Frenklin, aircraft carrier,
had taken one into custody about a year ago,
She was the first of her kind captured he sald,

She was described as being 29 years old
and carrying gome buttons, thread and a wrist
watch, some Japanese aspirin and "cheap Jap-
anese perfume," Marines captured her while
she was sniping from a coconut tree on Zniwe-
tok,

Apboard the carrier she was treated as an
ordinary orisoner, except that she was de-
tained alone 1in the contagious ward of the
carrier's sick bay., She was trangferred to a
prisoner-of-war cemp in Hawaii,

INGENIOUS RAMP built by the Seabees has
been disclosed as the means of getting lnva-
sion supolies ashore despite 15-foot high
cliffg on Tinian,

Called the "Doodlebug," the rampwas des-
igned by Commodore (then Ceptain) Paul J,
Halloran, CEC, USN, It was bullt on 2 con-
verted LVT, fhen a geries of wooden beams
were laild out in railroad tie fashion at in-
tervals of six inches 2long the I-beams,

Holes were drilled throuvgh the ocuter
ends of these beams to permit the passage of
steel cablee through pipe specers, the result
being an erticulated mat of great strength,
Ends of the cebles were, at one end of the
ramps, bolted to the upper two ends of the I-
beamg -~ the only point where the steel beams
and the wood ledder were held rigid, Inverted
channel beem sections were welded to the
under edges of the upper ends of the I-beams
toform a hook 1into the rough coral cliffs
wvhich the remp would recline ageinet, The
lower ends of the I-beams were cut at a sharp
angle with inverted channel ground griovpers,

The rigid end of the ledder-like ramp
was cantilevered over the how of the LVT, and
the aft end shoes were susported in apeclal
brackets on the sides of the amphibious tsnk,
Bundles of Marston mat on the stern provided
counterbalance,

A Seabee reconnaisssnce perty of 30 men
under charge of Lt, C, P, Amos, Lt, R. N,
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Barton, Lt, (jg) John P, Smith and Carp., Wil-
lard 9, Hammeron operated the "Doodlebugs,"
In the wake of the first Marine invaders, the
"Doodlebugs" ocrawled up to the cliffs, FRamp
hooks caught firmly on the cliff-tops. Then
the amphibs reversed, working out from under
the ramps until the sharply pointed lower
ends of the ladder-like structure dropped
into the water, The articulated platforms
slipped over the bow and fell into place on
top of their side-supporting I-beams -- 4,0!

BOYS, 15, CALLED TO RED ARMY as Soviet
Union embarks upon its biggest pesacetime mil-
itary training achedule. A spokesman sald the
nation-wide muster of 15-end 16-year-olds will
be a 100 per cent call.

FIERY LAVA 18 spread by new M-74 fire
bombs being dropped on Japan, The lava, syn-
thetic but worse then the originel, flies
for 25 ysrds when a bomb bursts, landing
under the eaves and walls of the target, and
clinging tenaciously to the surfece as it
burns, It is almost impossible to put out
the fire with standard fire-fighting tacticse,

NO ENFLISTEZD MEN ME3S COOKS was the good
news handed down to mates of the 24th Specisl
recently. The unit has hired native labor for
details and odd jobs, Men freed from mein-
tenance assignments made up two new gtevedore
gangs.

JAPS SHAKE UP NAVAL COMMAND K with Vice
Admiral Jisaburo Ozawa, deputy chief of the
Mavsl OGeneral Staff named new commander in
chief,

No longer talking of offenslve operztions,
Jep propagenda sources confined themselves %O
expressions of cecnfidence that the new nlgh
commend would ‘'plan and execute resourceful
operations in carrying out a decieive battle
for the defense of the Japanese mainlsné,"

TAKING A TIP FROM NATIVE FISHERMEN might
save homefront sportemen a lot c¢f money they
woulé otherwise 8pend on lures and tackle,
according to Seabee Jeseph F, Szalek, recently
returned from a tour of duty on New Georgla,

"A New Georgia native takes the hollow
gtem of some plant snd pute one end of it in
to a small fire," ssid Selek, "The heat turns
the sap to steam, which 18 emitted from the
hollow tube a2t Just the convenient nressuvre,
A strip of tortoise shell 18 held in this
small Jet of steam untll 1t 1s plieble, then
1t!'s fashloned into e rish hook, Then the
native devigesa realistic lookirg minnow from
a plece of mother-of-pesrl attaches it toc the
hook, a2and there you have it --- a very good
permanent lure,® e

LONG ROAD BACK was taken by Miguel C.
Castro, Mlc, who Joined Seabees in November
1942 as the bestbet to get back to his native
Chamorro vwillage on Guam which he left 17
years before, But luck ran ageinst him for
13 months when his outfit did a tour of duty
in the Aleutians, Rehabilitation  leave
bprought him back to the states before embark-
ing on a luckler second tour, Now in the Mar-
fanas, Seabee Castro 18 cloge enough to Guam
to get "home" every once in a while, During
his sbsence, hile mother dled, but relatives
and friends are still there to greet him,

-

FORTY-SIX STA'™ES are represented by of-
ficers and men of the 67th Battalion, and the
unit 2lso has personnel from the District of
Columbia, Hawaii and Canada. New York leads
with 92, Pennsylvania's 83 takes second and
Illinois is third with 72, (Only states miss-
ing are Nevada and Delaware,)

JAP BALLOON ATTACKS

ST‘TES’DE against U, 9., main-

land have beenlaunch-

ed in enemy's home

islands and are con-

trolled oy un automatic pallust-aropping de-

vice, states Lyle F. watts, chiefl of tihe U.S.

Forest Service, which has been assisting the
Army in prevenuting damuge frem the valloons.

It wus disclosea thut some of the wvomb-
currying pslloons bhad landed recently on the
nest Coust oput nad not caused property damage.

They are launched from Juapanese war
plunts, Wwatts suid, wnere officials "muke a
lot of speeches, stir up workers to a trenzy
and tnen luauncn  the balloons from tne plant
for their tri; to the United Stutes.!

The missiles travel up to 125 miles ah
nourj;take 80 to 120 hours fo rewch tnis coun-
try. Their treat, apparently, is winor. 'ie
ure less worriec aoout the Jipanese valloon
attack,! the forestry chief said,"than we are
with matches and smokes in the hends of good
Americans hiking and camping in the woods, "

NEW CARS THIS YEAR will be 1942 models
Elth a face-1ifting operation,declared Alfred
7, 8loan, Jr., of General Motors Corp, Light
metals will be used more exteneiveiy in the
rew cers, he said, particularly ir doors. Gen-
eral Motorswill not produce a brand new post-
war car for about two years, he added,

| PQH&EK FhiviCH LINER NORUsNDIE, now the
U. 5. 5. Lafayette, prohably won't see war
Service in the Pacitic, SecHuv Forrestuzl tola
rgporters: The vessel, which burned and cap~
Sized in Wlew York Hurbor whiie veinyg convert-
€a tg a4 Transport is too lurge to traverse
tiie  Panama Canal ang, in adaition, he said
Adanpower und  materisl are lacking to prepare
Tne ship for war service, oy

IT'S NEWS AT HOME ..., that the Illinois
State Highway commiesion has outlined z rlen
to provide CHICAGO with £0 plus miles of ex-
presswaeys into the loop from North, Scuth and
West,.,.thet Sgt, George Murphy returnsd home
to 8ZATTLE with 15 cents 4in his pocket. He
led scuad which blasted open Hitler's fabulous
gold reserve in a salt mine....that a DETROIT
second lieutenant wee divorced ty his wife for
refusing to carry groceries for her. Ssid 1t
did not become his rank,,,that Joseph Charles
Manning of SALT LAKE CITY would like to fight
Japen because he figures it would be a snap
after what he endured in the Civil War, He's
100, ..that a teen-aged boy in BROCKLYN locked
an Independent Subway corductor off his own
train and took en eight mile drive through
Brooklyn to Long Islend City., ... ”

AND IT'S ALSO NSWS....that & seilor from
ENID, OKLA., tosgsed an ll-ysar-old boy into
New York's Central Park Leske, Told pollice he
only hed 48«hour pezas and kid was interrupting
his love-making,,...that 17 year locuste re -
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turned to TRENTON, N, J, on echedule May 23..
..T/Sgt Euclid Johnson of PADUCAH, KY. bought
$5,300 of war bonds with back pay he received
while in Jep prison camp,,.,..that a bolt of
lighting in WELLSVILL® ,N.Y, knocked the four
shoes off & horse without injuring him,..that
public officials in COLUMBUS, CHIO, are toy-
ing with the idea of esating the pigeons that
flutter arouncé the capital,,.that school kids
in LONG BEACH, CALIF, studying the weather
released observation balicons that escared lo-
cal citizens and police who mistook them for
Jap incendiary belloons....

AND IT'S STILL MORE NEWS,....thkat the AT-
LANTA, GA,, Journal mede & study to determine
1f the term “cracker® connotes something der-
ogatory and found out that sometimes 1t does.
...that the uvresldent of a television company
predicts taeble model sets will be @old ae low
ap £100 within & year aftdr the war,,..that a
CORINTH, N, ¥Y,, msn eccidently drowned in the
kitchen sink of hie home after fainting and
thereby clogging the drain....that Lt, Warren
R, Lagser of WATEZRLOO, IA,, was the pilot of
the Navy Meriner plene which annihiisted a 5-
ship Jap convoy.,,thet the Census Bureau says
U. 8. population hes increased 7,286,000 over
1940 to & totsl of 138,955,469 on Jan,l, 1945
.e...that a 17-year-old NEW YORK CITY student
reached eighth grade without ever |Thaving
learned to read,

—

"I GIVE UP, " said the
bewlldered Japanese
civilian refugee to
BOOK the Seabee bulldozer

operator who already
had dug up some umpteen tons of earth in an
attenpt to find a land deed and other veluables
buried by the Jasp before the American invaeion
of the islsnd, The Jap, living in the Jepan-
ege Relocation Camp wunder the Jurlediction
of the U,3. Civil Affairs, needed the deed to
agtablish hls ownership clsim to the property
now occupled by Seabees, He wag sure he could
locete the hiding place becauseé of a certain
landmark--a bresdfruit tree, But the tree was
gone--and so was everything else,

Three times he wnointed cut the spot he
was sure was his cache and three times the
Seabee dug deep but turned up nothing,

At length he had called a halt, He re-
covered his dignity ana said sadly,”Americsns
too much move things around!"™ Then with a
courteous bow of his hesd, and o gad smile
he went away, ‘

FOR THE

MILD CONSTEZRNATION resulted in the Public
Relations office at Camp Parks when a letter
#as recsived from the American lLegion Post of
Livermore, Calif, msking preparations for 1ts
Memorial Day exercises, The veterans reocuegted
a speaker--snd 8 firing souad.

FAMILY MAN ie Wilite B, Hunsaker, Seabee
from Honeyviile, Uteh, who numbers at least
1,200 living relatives.

Willie's Mormon grendfather had 52 chiid-
rern, Then he adopted seven more, All but six
of the 59 lived long enough to marry and have
children of their own, Teoday there are even
great-great-grandchildren, All of which makes
it exceedingly unlikely the 3eahee ever will
run out of kinfolk,

<2

TO SAVE A BURNING TRUCK, a Seabee in the
Admirzlties 1leaped 1into the cab and headed
the vehicle for a nearby lagoon,relates Will-
leam D, Sesslons, MM3c, As the truck rolled
into the water the weves smothered the flanes,
The fire was Jjust sbout out, when the truck
gsuddenly disappeared -- under the water.

In the Seesbee's excitement, Sesslons ex-
pleined, he'd forgotten that a dragline had
been digging coral in thast very spot, leaving
e ten-foot-deep pit,

A moment after the truck went down the
driver vopped to the surface and swam to shore,
As he stepped on the beach, he sputtered,
"Well, I put the fire out!®

SMUGGLING PETS aboard troor transports
1s an old game, but sometimes difficulties
develop,

A medicsl officer attached to a Seabee
battelion gave a monkey & sleeping powder be-
fere he tried %o get him aboard, The idea
was the monkey would be less likely to chat-
ter £s he was being smuggled past the guards,
It worked fine except when the monkey woke
up he refused to have anything to dc with
the doctor, much less spesk to him,

A few dayg after the monkey's divorce
procecdings, a routine insvection disclosed a
cleverly~congtructed cage concealing somse
poultry and chicken feed. An explanation was

in order,

“They're fighting cocks," the Sesbee
hastily explained, adding that they had be-
come 1imbued with the nctional sport of the

Philippines and brought along their own fight
ing cocks,

that, with tongue

The ceptalin accepted
Just

in cheek, and the matter rested untll

before the end of the voyage. At that time,
the captaln was expressing his appreclation
of the fine cooperation and spirit of the

Seabeea aboard,

Byt one thing more,® he added., "Offi-
clal reports disclosed the unauthorized pres-
ence of gome ‘'fighting cocks,' Imagine my
gurprise to be vresented with three eggse in &
nest marked:

'Layed on board, '®

MUSICAL DCUBLE TALK actusily hss two
mesnings for Phillp P, Hulsey, EM3c,since the
st, Louls Sesbee landed on Iwo Jima,

At home, Phll was & drummer with & swing
band, When he hit Iwo with the Seabees, he
found himself with & ghovel 4in his handg --
and hagn't been able to get rid of 4t since.

"In jive talk," he says*'dig this' means
'look et this,' Out here, ‘'dig this' means
‘dig this! ... £nd not with a set of drums!®

TWO NAVY VETERAMS of 20 years experience
stared helplessly at a dismantled heavy-duty
sewing machine, intended for stitching canvacs,

We dor't  know
thing," one 4aid,
thing by hand. It

what to do with this
"We've always sewed = 4
takes & sailmeker to rum
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one of these gadgets,"”

That wse the cue for Seabee Leif Csmund-
sen, BMle. He volunteered to assemble the
machine, then retired happily to the bosun's
locker to run it the rest of the voyage, I%
wag 1like old times:--he'd had 21 years exper-
ience~——-—-— as a sallmeker!

SPECIALIST IN TRENCHING JOBS, Carp. G.A,
Rosenbaum, USNR has as his preeent asslgnment
a 12,000-ft, trench for s water line, After
that project is completed, if any similar ones
remsin they'll oprobably go to him, He's re-
cognized as the base's expert in that phase
of construction,

In the last wer, the warrant officer weas
essigned to an infantry outfit, recussted a
transfer to the tark corps,'because trench
digging wesg hard,¥

"And where did i1 get me?" he asked,

"Here I am, 27 years later, digging trenches
again, "

SHOp  nug
TALK ol

lications should be
air-mslled to Seabee News Service, Bureau of
Yards and Docks, Washington 25, D, C,

STATESIDE PUBLICITY would be alded if
reporters who gome bettalions have named to
prepare "home town® gtorles would keep & few
fundementels in mind, Complete names and ad-
dresges are peramcunt, The style ovreferred
by the Fleet Home Town Distributlion Centeris;
bJosevh P. Joneg, Cerperter's Mste, Second
Class, 421 South Main Street, Monroe, Louisi-
ana," Also recuested is the neme and address
-of the wife, parents or next of kin, Unless
local pavers can positively I1dentify a man
end, prefersbly also establish his relstion-
shic with a locel person,they sre disinclined
to vse & story about him,

All stateside pepers are suffering s
shortage of newsvrint ané are conseauently
running "tight" papers. Thls means that bat-
talion reporters will hsve better luck 1f the
gtoriee they submit have rewe merit above and
beyond the mere mention of a home town boy.
Large pavers, in particular, will not use &
story unless 1t 1e¢ of general 1interest or
slgnificance,

Pictures have been submitted for home
town uee which shew men from widely scattered
perte of the U, S, plectured in the ssme groun
Far more effective is to picture s grour all
from the same town, or st least from the scme
smell ares, It goee without eaying thet in-
dlviduals must be positively identified, left
to right, and the picture takenat close enough
range so that the individuals ere clearly re-
cognizable,

OUR VYOTE for this week's best paver goeg
to the 49th Buzzin'® Briefs, published in the
Pacific, An eight-page Job, photo-offset from
typewritten copy, publicstion hee the beneflt
of expert layout, artwork end photography.
Sditorial job 1s good, possibly might be im-
proved by inclusion of more news of what cther
Sescee unlie are dolng.

Acting Zditor of Buzzin'® Briefs 1s Rus-
sell H, Brown,CM3c, Robert Hendrixon, Cox, is
Art Editor; John Crivelli, PhoMlc,anc Seymour
Woid, PhoM3c, Photographers;John C,Xemper, Y2c,
Typographer; F, C, Barnett, MoMM3c, Printer,

THERE _ARE DARK DAYS

A
THE ahead for night base-
bell seys Larry Mac-
BULLPE” Phsil, the man who
inaugurated ma jor
league after-dark contests ten years 8go while

generel menager of the Cincinratl Reds,

"I predicted then, desrite the lsughs of
numerous netional lesgue owners, that within
five years every club in the league would be
plsying night gamee gt home or on the road,
It hapvened cuicker than that and 1 now pre-
dict that we can't walt five yeare to do some-
thing ebout unrestricted night gamesg," he said

Now pert owner and president of the Yan-
kees,Larry sald, "Unlimited night baseball as
we have now 1in both of the major leagues de-
feats itself, Not only that, but it is likely
to ruin attendance at the day games, I always
neve believed that seven night games at home
for each club is enough,*

Only major lesgue parks still not equip-
ped for night bell are those used by the two
Boston clubs, Chicego Cubs, Detroit Tigers
and the Yankees, According to MacPhall the
Yankees probably will install lighting eculp-
ment efter the war "but they willl never play
more than seven games a year after dark at
home," he sald emphatically,

PHIL RIZUTTO may heve been the Yankees!
outstanding inflelder snd one of the top short-
stops in the major leagues, but, after tangl-~
ing with the 22nd Specisl Seabees, hewae Just
another muscle-stiff softball player, Asslgned
to a 7th Fleet cargo vessel, Phil, & Sp(a)2c,
recently led a team ashore at e Pacific base
to help the 22nd celebraste a year's overseas
duty, The Sesbees won,

"Softball is a different geme, 'the grin-~
ning Rizutto alibied to the director of Navy
athletice for the southwest Pacirflc area,
"You hit, run and field differently. TI've
been through a 1ot of basgball, but after two
days of goftball I'm stiff as a board,"

1]

UNDEFEATED IN TOURKAMENT sponsored by
American Red Crcss in London, Lee Walker, Slc
of Baltimore, Md,, with 30th Speciel (lst sec)
ceptured United Kingdom's junior welterwelght
title, winning three of four bouts by KOs,

DISA AND DATA,,Cardinals dlaposed of ssl~
ary controversy with Mort Cooper by trading
nim to the Boston Braves for an unennounced
amount of ceeh snd right-hsnder Charley "Red"
Barrett...Case Of brother Walker, now in Navy,
pending,..In one of the most surnrising tradss
of recent years, Athletics traded Frankie
Heyes, "iron-msn® catcher, toc the Indians for
Buddy Rosar, noldout cetcher, Hayee, in the
midst Of 8 bid to eet an all-time major league
record for backgtops, had caught 16¢ consec-
utive pemee for the A's, only 28 short of the
217 set in 1943 and 1944 by Ray Mueller of
the Reds,....Winning their firet championship
since 1934, Illincis scored most stunning
upset in years to win Big 10 track title. The
I11lini tallied 65% points to 54 1/6 for Mich-
igen which virtually h&d Dbeen conceded its
21let confTerence title snd third in & row,....
evo.otfiddies from Navel Acedemy hung up & new
team scoring receord as tney chalked up second
stralght win in IC43 outdoor treck and field
chempionehips, Cadets finished second,
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