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HERE IT 1S AN IMPROVED ROTATION PLAN!

Prospects of an effective replacement and rotation program for Seabees in the
field have brightened with disclosure of a plan to tag several thousand new recruits
per month as specific replacements.

Heretofore, rotation in Seabee duty has not only been ditficult, but almost im-
possible because practmally all new recruits were assigned to newiy -torming units,
leaving no personnel surplus for replacement purposes.

BuDocks’ personnel section disclosed that first groups of replacements are
already moving into the tfield and will continue to do so at an accelerated rate. Pres-
ent shortages of personnel in the field will be erased by the end ot August and full ef-
fect of the replacement program will then be felt. The current deficit is due to “attri-
tion” «-- sickness, discharges, casualties, etc., and the continual demand for additional
units and personnel.

A spokesman cautioned against hurried optimism and restlessness. “We are not
guaranteeing that anyone can come home immediately after 18 months of overseas ser-
vice. We can, however, assure him that his chances now will be tar better than before.
The administration of the rotation program in the field is, of course, a function of the
area commanders. Rotation will be slow, but at least we are getting a program under
way.

For the most part, the replacements will be non-rated men -- a factor which
will enhance the re-rate and complement situation in many tieid units by moving out the
top~rated men, moving up the intermediate rates, and replacing with strikers the men
who have been advanced to third class.

Ot the several thousand men--some new recruits and some veterans--who are
trickling into the Pacific now to mark preliminary stages of the program, less than 25
~ percent are non-rated men. They are intended primarily to fill the existing deficit.

When this need is met, subsequent groups of recruits, expected tc run heavy with
non-rated men, will go as replacements.

New recruits are numbering some 5,000 per month. As boots are received at
Camp Endicott or Camp Parks, they are given a leave, then return tor four weeks of
- military training. Many of them are graduates of Class A general service schools. At
the conclusion of the training period, they are assigned as

(1) Overseas replacements.

vavpocks (&) For formation of new units.
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(3) For formation of specific casual drafts for overseas duty.
(4) For special striker training to meet demands of the program.

Added to the 5,000 recruits monthly will be the veterans headed for a second
tour of duty. The percentage of these men, all rated, will be relatively small and
most will be scheduled to replace men overseas on a rate-for-rate basis.

Soon to go into operation on the west coast is a stevedore pool designed to sup-
ply replacements to special battalions in the field. Personnel thus tagged are from
units which have had a tour of duty and who have returned to the states as casuals.
They are given refresher training on the west coast prior to re-assignment as re-
placements.

SECRETARY FORRESTAL INSPECTS SEABEES IN PHILIPPINES

“Seabees have carried the war in the Pacific on their backs!” Secretary of Navy
James V. Forrestal told a battalion in the Philippines after he had inspected an airfield
they had built. The strip, laid out on what had once been swamp land, had been com-
pleted in less than a month, despite inceszant tropical rainfall.

“Mr. Forrestal was very much interested in the work of the Seabees, " said
George E. Pappas, BM2c, of Chicago, Ill., battalion correspondent. ‘T was supposed to
be interviewing him, but he asked more questions than I did!”

IWO SEABEES DESCRIBE BEACHHEAD HOLOCAUST

Editor’s Note: Seabees all over the world are proud of the important part their mates
played in the capture and conversion of Iwo Jima into an American air base. The
stories which follow were written by Seabee and Marine Corps correspondents who in-
terviewed Navy construction men who landed at Two on D-Day and shortly thereafter.

For the Seabees as well as the Marines, Iwo Jima was the bloodiest, toughest
fight of them all. Members of the Seabee contingent which landed at H-hour- plus- 30
minutes to act as beach party for the Marines described the beachhead fury as "worse
than the front lines” and said they moved up to the advance positions at night to enjoy
the relative quiet..

Even the momentary refuge of a fc Am le was an unobtainable luxury. “We tried
to dig a shallow trench in the volcanic cinders, but just as fast as we got the hole dug,
the sides collapsed,” said one Seabee who went into the beach only a few hundred yards
behind t%e first wave of Marines. “You just wormed your body into the ground as best -
you could.

“No activity was possible -~ the mortar fire was too intense. Although I knew by
my maps. where many-of the Jap pillboxes were supposed to be, they were camouflaged
so expertly I couldn’t spot them. Alllcould see was abigexpanse of brownish-dirty earth.

_ “I was lying next to a Marine I'd met aboard ship when there was a terrific bang.
I felt as if a great weight had dropped on my legs. The Marine was killed outright, and
I thought at first my legs had been blown c¢ff, but I got off lucky -- I was only wounded.

“A corpsman gave me first aid and | started crawling for the beach. A buddy
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came along and helped me make it to the evacuation boat. The boat got stuck on the
beach and for 15 minutes the Japs peppered at us with machine guns and mortars.

T kept thinking: ‘What a helluva note. On our way out of this -- and now we 're
gnmg to be killed. But tinally we got off. We reached the hospital ship and had un-
lvaded all but five men when we discovered our landing craft had been hit and was
sinking.

“They transferred us to another small boat then got us aboard. Our clothes
were cut off, the wounds dressed, and the more serious cases operated on. Those
doctors were absolutely wonderful. But cne of my buddies was too far gone to be saved.
He died on the cperating table

Proud of His Mates

“We were there several days vetore we pulled out, the Navy construction man
continued, ! got on deck and saw that roads had appeared on the beach and stuff was
rolling over them it made me feel prett ¥ goUd to know that we Seabees were helping
to Keep the supplies our men needed coming in to them.

The going was almost as tough at H-plus-three when Andrew F. Stuckenberg,
CMlc, of Cincinnati, Ohio, came in on an LSM.

“The first thing out of our boat was a bulldozer,” he reiated. “Machine gun
bullets were glancing off the biade. The cat hooked on to my truck and pulled me off
the ship. While the rest of the egquipment was being unlcaded, a buddy of mine was hit
by shrapnel as he sat on his tractor.

"We dug in alengside the Marines. They d managed to get a foothoid on a ter-
race just in back of the beach. For three hours we just iay there and prayed. Shells
were exploding all cver the beach. I saw a warrant officer get a direct hit; the shell
exploded and he just disappeared.

had medical supplies on my truck, Stuckenberg said. “My helper and 1 were
supposed to unload them so they could be used at the evacuation station on the beach’
Every time the fire eased up, we d go in and work;, when it gct too hot again, we 'd dig
in tor a while. That went on for three days.

“There was lots of sniper tire, especially trom several wrecked Jap tanks. On
the second day, a mortar shell blew a tire off my truck. Ancther truck, 30 feet in tront
¢f me, got a direct hit, and both it and a truck beside it were burned tc a crisp. 1 hate
to think of the two Marines who were caught underneath the trucks.

__ ‘One of our bulldozers hit a mine and was ruined. Another one got a shrapnel
purst in the radiator. There were mines all over the beach. Finally we had only one
dozer left in operating condition. We used it to unicad supplies trom lending boats.

‘On the second day, our chief was wounded. On the third day, we sent two of
our trucks yp to do some work on the airfield. By that time cur ranks were pretty well
thinned cut.




Under constant fire the first three days and nights of the invasion, Stuckenberg
never saw a Jap.

Preferred Front Lines to Beachhead

Enemy fire on the beach was too hot for one Seabee, a carpenter’s mate from
New Jersey, so he moved inland toward the terraces that S]ope up from Two s beach
to the airfield. It was only 30 minutes after H-Hour and he figured the first terrace,
about 20 yards back from the beach, might offer some cover. '

His immediate objective oktained, he decided to head for the second terrace.

“We started crawling,” he said. “I saw a Jap in a shallow hole -~ just hl% gun
barrel and helmet. I {fired a burst at blm with my BAR and he disappeared. Idon't
know if I got him.

“At about 11:00 AM we again started to crawl forward. That’s when I saw two
more Japs. I was just about to fire at them when a mortar shell exploded behind me.
1 was knocked flat.

“A couple of minutes later a corpsman got to me. He gave me morphine, a
battle dressing -- and a shovel! I dug a foxhole lying flat on my back. There was too
much stuff flying around to stay out in the open. When an evacuation boat came in
about a half-hour later, they carried me down to it in a stretcher.

“Then the fun really started. We got stuck sideways on the beach. Anocther
boat came in to tow us off, and meantime the japs were trying to get us with mortars
and machine guns, and boy, they were coming close! I saw one boat get a direct hit.
Finally we got off to the hospital. ship.

“There wasn't any cover on the beach, and the Japs had it ringed with mortars.
You just had to take it.

Another Seabee, William H. Courtney, Jr., Slc, of Stockton, Cahiorma agreed
that the best place to be was up near the front hnes “It wasn’t heroism,” he ex-
plained, “just self-preservation. The beach was catching hell and even the front lines
seemed quieter the first night.

“I had been working down on the beach, unloading ammunition and food supplies.
The Japs kept firing mortars, especially when boats came in to unload, but small arms
sniper fire died down somewhat. Even so, often they’d open up with their big stuff, and .
then all you could do was curse the fact there was no cover anywhere, and tryto hang on.

Courtney worked the beaches the first five days. “It was one helluva mess,  he
said wearily.

“The Japs were entrenched everywhere, in pillboxes, foxholes, and even among
the wrecked planes algng the edge of the airfield, recalled Alired R. Teehee, SF3c, of
Coffeyville, Kansas. “Machine gun and rifle fire from snipers was very heavy I jumped
into a ditch and thought I was safe from overhead fire. But when I turned my head, I
found I was lying next to a.Jap mine! .
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"I moved about a duzen feet, and then tried e gu on, to get my ammunition up to
where it might be needed. | couuld feel the bullets going cver me.

What Seabee catskinners were up against was revealed by Allen E. Powell,
M le, of Portland, (Jreg- n. Two uf cur ‘dozers were biewn up by mines, and a thlrd
.ne was hit by a shell while working, killing at ieast three beabe:.se we think a tourth
man, who is missing, was blown to bits.

Blasted Pata Turougn Wreckage

1 j§ e S o < > i ¢ 2 i g 3 T s - - . y
The beachircm, Powell sald, "looked !ike a saivage dump. There were so many

wrecked landing cr a.‘L and ducks in the water, that bef.re additicnal buars couid land,
a denwolition crew had 1o be sent in with dynamirte te blow the hulks cut of the way.

Despite what the Japs were throwing, he said, by uhe evening <t D-Day, the Sea-
bees and Marines had bulldozed a beach road, and had iaid pierced-steel pTanKm@ on the
vidcanic sand 1o give roiling stock something on which to get traction.

2

- Rawlinscn, Flc, Datlas, Texas, had what were probatly as many close
fx an on the beachhead. He landed at H- HL ur o lus thirty minutes. As his
i the beach, running a gauntiet ot bursting Jap murtar sheils, the Japs al-

I arsiilery
. vut of here, a Marine lieutenant yelled. But the boat ramypy was stuck tast
and « d e CoXswaln was unabie te Lower it

T

gae, cul py ctimbing cver the side ot tne boar with vur {usi packs and

1 ammunition said Raw!mm,n_p bur it v,aJ gcumg su not the Marine of -
i feave em uver the side! Moriar tire was especially heavy, with some of
the shalls exvioding within 30 or 40 feet of us.
Fraw vsr, then jumped directiy un top «f it se [ could tind it.
But wngi 21t aroul [ wasn't ace i, (Cate the gun. The beat suddenty
swung sidewzvs and | had 1o leave or be smashed.
Park Sa.2d B - T.is
The Seabee had just dug in ¢n the beach, he said, when the Japs =started throwing

ihe kitchen sink at ys murtar shefls, aml iery, machine guns and sniper fire. A shel
2Xploded 30 fest away 1rom me and a piece ut shrapnel went compewely tarough my pack
and =1 e in the back, but didn't peueuare . stili have the shrapnel chunk.

A JesL was buggad down in the voicanic gravel direci’y penind me. A she ] bie
ext Lo 1L, Kli2d a decuor working on a wounded rnf* and ture ancther man aimost in hait

\nother Seabee, a machinist s mate from Lewiscon, Maine, talked ¢f the heroism
N 4VV Corpsmen. was hit by a shel', he said, and atisr a minute I started

Z 1 & curpsman. One of them crawjied up 1+ me and gave me first ald. I can still
er bow worried he was because he 3 103t his carbine scmevlace. All the time



http:wouno.ed

he was bandaging me, he keot muttering aboul that carbine. Those medical corpsmen
were the herces of thlo operation -~ they went places an angel would be scared to go,
and they worked till they droooed or were kilied or wounded.

NOT ACCORDING T &3‘ HOYLE

Standing security guard on Iwo the first night of the
landing, Karl C. Friei, SF2c, of omyfna Ville, Maine, wasn’'t
allowing anything to get past his post -- not even drlftwood

“1 thought the thing I saw tloating toward the shore was
a piece of wood, he said, “until I saw it turning sharply off
to my right, parallel to the beach. That was enough for me.
I fired 13 rounds. Au 25 yards, | don’t think I missed. At any
rate, the next morning some of the men found a Jap washed
ashore He had plenty of holes in him.

CATSKINNERS CLIMRB MT SURJIBACHI

Less than 14 hours after the first 20-ton bulldozer s blade bit into the base of
Mount Suribachi on Iwo Jima, Seabee catskinners had pushed a pioneer trail to the top
of the extinct volcano, Second Lt. Diggory Venn, Marine Corps Public Relations Otficer,
reported.

The Seabees were allotted three weeks to build a road up to the 554 -foot summit.

: said Carp. Jack Purcell u]‘ Santa Barbara, who bosses the 29-man road gang, “We’ll
have it finished in 10 days easy!

Credit for blazing the trail up the c:r;arer,, which Marines call “Snipers’ Summit,”
is equally divided 'between three of PurLeL s men. They are Albert L. Patterson, MMlc,
of Danville, Ark., E. C. Cagle, MM1lc, of Paul s Valley, Okla., and James D. Ballard,
MM3c, of Aubtm, Ark.

Ballard made the tirst high bluit intc a toboggan slide with an average 35 per cent
grade. While he smoothed and widened the tower trails, Patterson and Cagle together
drove their dozers to the top.

“It was all right,” said Cagle, "as scun as you found you weren't going to roll oft
the mountain. '

Marine oatrols due in on the crater rim, received the Seabees with mixed
feelings, according to Balldard.

“For one thing they had to move their t¢ xnoleb, he said. “Then they said their
orivacy was gone because lots of ‘people who wouldn't walk up the mountain could drive
up now. But at least they were pleas ed at the idea of not having to pack all their suo-
plies to the top on their backs.
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The three dozer overators landed on Iwo Jima the afternoon of D-Day. For
three days they worked the beaches under constant enemy fire, building roads or
beach exits and making ramps for the landing craft. - .

Marmee were being killed all around us,” said Patterson. “When things got
too hot we’d jump off our seats and take cover until the Marines got thmge under
control More than once we were pinned down for over half an hour.

 From the beaches the three operators moved to Suribachi where they are now
building the “ ‘Dozer Drlve from seven in the morning to seven at night.

Nearly everyone on the island has marvelled at seeing their bulldozers cling-
ing to the sheer-sided volcano, fly-like, but none more than the Japanese prisoners in
their stockade at the base.

“At first they squatted on their haunches and laughed. They said their tractors
couldn’t go up Suribachi so we were stupid to try, said Purcell.

“Now they just squat on their haunches and watch,” he added.

BROUGHT UP ON SPINACH

A North Carolina Seabee ran Superman a close second
on Iwo Jima. The seaman, whose name cannot be revealed at
present, was working in an ammunition dumyp when Jap mor-
tars made a direct hit on it.

The Seabee lived through the explosion, dove for a
nearby shell hole, waited there until the firing died down a
bit, then vicked himself up and walked to the nearest first aid
station. Corpsmen discovered twenty wounds.

. Patched up, the Seabee scorned transocration, walked
to the evacuation voint, and boarded a Navy hospital ship-still
on his own feet.

CAME EARLY

A four-man team of specialists who volunteered to accompany a Fifth Marine
Division assault unit are believed to have been the first Seabees ashore at Iwo. They
landed 22 minutes after the first Marine assault wave. -

After completmgtheir original assignments, the Seabees pitched into the job
of removing dud shelis and other explosives from the beach, safeguarding personnel
engaged in clearing roads and mopping up by-passed enemy pill boxes.

All attached to the same battalion, the Seabees were CCM James L. Price of
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Bunkie, La., petty officer-in-charge of the team; Pete A. Paris, GMlc, of Colorado
Springs, Colo.; David F. Boles, Slc, of Beverly Hills, Calif.; and Walter A. Stark,
MMZ2c, of Milwaukee, Wisc. The latter operated a BAR, protected his mates against
enemy snipers, and later served in the Marine Security Guard and as a member. of
Marine sniper patrols.

SAVE-‘-BOATLOAD OF AMMUNITION

“Out of the frying pan into the fire” would have been an apt description of the
D-Day activities of two Seabees on Iwo who left the shell-swept beaches to man an
ammumtwn laden LVP.

From their shell hole on the beach, Terry Terwelleger, SF3c, of Seattle, Wash-
ington, and John Jannacone, Slc, of New York City, saw the small boat, apparently out
of control, about to broach on the beach. Bullets whistled dangerously close as the
two Seabees ran into the surf and chmbed abcard.

]annacone, although he had never operated an LVP himself, recalied that he had
seen Navy coxswains at work. He got the boat into gear, gunned the motor, and ran the
craft up on the beach.

He and Terwelleger set about unloading. They got most of the ammunition off
before the craft broke up and washed out to sea.

HANDLES HUMAN CARGO AT IWO

Troops on one invasion ship off Iwo could not be dis-
charged in the regular way -- by use of ropes or ladders
thrown over the side. Seabee John ]J. Hendrix, MMlc, a vet-
eran winch operator, volunteered to help get the. men on their
way. He spread a cargo net on the deck, lowered the boom
over the center of the net, and picked it up. Seabees and
other troops clung to the net as Hendrix raised it, then low-
ered it safely over the side into the .landing craft.

LIFE GF RILEY??

Gegrge J. Lewls and Gary B. Moore, both Y3c, want to know just where is that
easy life” yeomen are reputed to have.

After laying in a Higgins boat off Iwo Jima for seven hours to stay out of mor-
tar range, the two landed on D=-plus one, worked in the chain-gang unloadmg line,
crawled on their hands and knees with a clean- -up crew to clear an air-strip of shrap-
ne¥ fragments and fmally, on the fourth day, got around to setting up their “office.”
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NOT EVEN A DOG S LIFE

Fuur Seabees realiy mean it when they say that vn D-Day wo Jima was a fit
cviace 1or neither man nor peast.

The tour, according ¢ Sgt. Dan Levin, Marine Corps Combat Corregsgpondent,
are CY Herbert Mcore of Newark, New Jersey, Dun Gutzki, Y3c, of Lansing, Michi-
gan, John Lumpkin, Y3c, of Muskegee, Ala., and Charles Garmany, Y2c, ¢t Miian,
Tenn.

They landed at une ot the heitest spots on the beach, and beside them landed
a greoup of Marine war dogs. -

“A mortar came cver, and | started tu dig, said Moore. i heard someone
vanting beside me, and locked up. There was cne cof these Dobermen- Pinschers, The
dog gave mg a 'uck and then started wo dig in beside me, tearing uu sand fer all it
was worth.

“I leaped intc a small sheihcie.” said Gutzki,  and another of the dogs leaped
in beside me. We iay there side bv side, shivering and sjueezing intc the sand. |
weouid laugh at the idea of me and ihe dug there i gethur then a moriar would drop
nearby and we would huddle stiil cicser.

The barrage lifted for a few minuvtes, and the word came t. move injand, «fi
the bloody beach. In a flash the four Seabees were gone with the dogs.

BCrErTAL TECHNICIANS
The s uuun was vbvious whken an improvise d ir acr,u_fe tab.e was needed aboard
an Lwe j’im -beund ircut transpert -- and the iranspert was tud of Seabees.

The ship received orders to be yrepared te handle beachheads casualties, but
lacked scme ejuipment, particuiarly che fracture tabre, used in apvplying budy casts.
Using a picture tound in a medical catalugue, Pau; | J- jones, CCM, and Carmen Ses spico,
SE 2¢, bulit the tabte trom scraps found in the ship s hold, we_ided it tugether and had
the table readyv f.r service befcre the tirst casualties drmved abeard.

ONE MAN BEACHEEAD

When Raioh L. McNeil:, MM2c, ruited his bulidezer off the LSM on iwe and
started trving o duck mertar and sniper fire, he fcund himselt a one-man beach pariy.
First man off the ramu, McNeili turned arcund and fuund the LSM heading for safe
regions cut of range of the heavy fire.

~The first thing [ did was o dig tor cover under that buliduzer, he said. "Then
sweated it cut unti. tne next day, mdfly fvund a group of Marines and went e work
for them making seme roads on the beach so we could get suppiies moving elsewhere.

“Right ncw ! m tharking these Marines who knocked cut the fap gun pesitions and
2t me in cne piece Lo be able e teil about it.”
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PLEASE DO NOT DISTURB

Iwo Jima was no place for a Peeping Tom. When Ray S.
Frieden, SF3c, of Nowata, Oklahoma, and Raymond E. Dorsey,
BMlc, of Houston, Texas, discovered a Jap peering into the -

-foxhole they were using as a bed chamber, they took the nec-
essary measures. Frieden grabbed the Nip around the neck
as he stuck his head over the rim. “Conk the----- he yelled
to his mate. Decrsey obliged, clubbing the intruder to sleep
with the butt end of his carbine.

NOT QUITE YET

For nearly one hour, one night recently, Iwo Jima was about the happiest spot
on earth.

Jubilation was uproarious, said Staff Sgt. Frank Devine, Marine Corps corre-
spondent, as machine guns, anti-aircraft guns, carbines, rifles and even vistols blast~
ed away.

The war in Eurove was over. Germany had surrendered.

Then came the dismeal truth. It was ali a mistake.

A “walkie-talkie” Army radio overator, bored in his Soiitary foxhole, had de-
cided to play radio announcer with a buddy a couple of holes away.

Close by, inside a truck, another operator was typing military messages from
San Francisco. Somehow the frequencies became tangled. From the cfficial receiving
set in the truck came the electrifying message:

“Germany has surrendered unconditionally.”

The operator got the message to his headquarters and in 10 minutes all the island
and the ships offshiore had the word.

Then the foxhole announcer became worried. He went to his commanding officer
with a report that deserves to be added to the archives of understatements.

He said: “Sir, I think I’ve done something wrong.”

PILCT TRIES HAND AS CAT OPERATOR
A catskinner doesn’t have to worry about going into a tailspin but, on the other

hand, a fighter pilot doesn’t have to rassle with mud. One job, decided Lt Wilson G
Barton, Marine Corps flyer from Farmington, Utah, is as tough as the other.
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His squadron operating from a Seabee-built field in the Philippines, Lt. Barton
talked bulldozer jockey Carl E. Gilley, MMlc, of Wllhston, Florida, into letting him
run one of the big cats

“He soloed on my dozer pretty qulckly, Gilley chuckled, “but I had to laugh a
couple of times when he stalled the motor and had to crank untll he was blue in the
face. Then he’d get mired in 2 mud hole and start cussing. I always made him work
his >wn way out, though, and now he’s a pretty gogd Seabee. I figure it’s his turn .
now -- if he’ ll teach me how to fly, we'll be even.

The Marine pilots brought only the barest necessities with them when they ar-
rived. Lt. Barton didn’t even have toilet articles, towels, or bed clothing -~ until he
met Gilley. :

“I had a few towels, a couple of razors, and some other thmgs, Gilley said,
and it-was a pleasure to give them to him. After all, we think the Marines are tops

The lieutenant was equally 1mpressed “I've been overseas a year,” he said,
“and I've never,seen such a display of good old American spirit. Gilley Jolunteered
to help us and éther Seabees pitched in as well. They donated shower slippers, cots,
mattresses, blankets, and even p1tched our tents. And we’ve been eating in their mess
hall and using their showers ever since our arrival. :

“Marine pilots,” he added, generally follow the Seabees in an invasion, landing
our planes on strips they ve butlt ‘ But with all their long hours and hard work, they
always find time to help us get situated.”

OOPS. .SORRY'

“Be careful! Watch the oil on your shoes!” Carpenter
Eugene A. Walsh, CEC, USNR, yelled to his men as they
jumped from an LCT to a tahker Wallovmng alongside.

" The off1cer stood back until hlb entire crew had leaped
from one deck to the other, said the men’s battalion paper,
“Stevedoings.” - Then he jumped across himself.

Only one man hit the skids and landed in the Pacmc
Carpenter Eugene A. Walsh.

DEVISES NEW DRILL

Prneumatic drill operators in the “coral fields” of the Pacific were having diffi-
culty when William J Scott, 38, CM2c, happened along. Their standard drills were pen-
etratine efficiently, but sp01l pacl«;ed around the collar of'the bit and impeded withdrawal.
Scott’s newbit, vith extra cutting edges, cuts down the coral collar and facilitates re-
moval from the hole.
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-dHORT SPORT SHOTS g

BASEBALL received another shot in the arm trom War Manpower Commission 3
decision that players may return to game from off-seascon emvloyment, such as war
plants, without- aokmg for certificate of availability cr referral card. Chairman Paul V.
McNutt of WMC said he took action after satistying himself that there is a widesyread
demand, particularly on the part of servicemen both at heme and abroad, 1or continuance
of game. The WMC pointed Ou‘t, however, that its ru.ing dees not relieve a piayer s le-
gal draft obligation and a piayer leaves cft-season empioyment at his own discretion and
responsipbility in this regard. Meanwhile, Selective Service tagged three more big-
leaguers. Howie Moss, most valuable Dlayer in International League last year, went to
Baltimore to pick up his ticket to Cincinnati and the Reds but found an inducticon notice .
awaiting him there instead. He requested service with the Navy, was accepted, and re-
ported to Bainbridge NT'S. The Iadians lost their star third baseman, Ken Keltner, to the
Navy aiso, while Danny Litwhiler, cutfieider for the Cards was accepted by the Army for
limited service. The Cards alsc expect to luse outfielder Johnny Hopp. Hopp, examined
three months ago by his local board has been notified by the Adjutant General s Oifice at
Washington, that he is acceptable for 1nduct10n

LT. BERT SHEPARD, Zb-year-old fighter pilot who lost his right leg below the
knee when he was shot dewn over Berlin and spent 8 months as a POW in Germany, work-
ing out with Senators, seeking contract. Pitcher, he wears fiber artificial leg, handles
bunts, covers first, runs, with only slight noticeable limp. If he makes grade, Shep wants
to team up with Pete Gray, St. Louis Browns outfielder, on tour to hospitais. All umpires
have been given special instructions for ruling on catches by Gray if he sticks with Browns.
Umps will give Gray credit for momentary catches, and in the event he drops ball aiter
starting process cof removing his glove, they will not rule cut catch.

THREE AMPUTEE PATIENTS atthe Army’ sPercy ‘ones General Hospita! at Battle
Creek, Mich., received three-day passes for -vinning the highest awards given at the hos-
pital s first Purple Heart field da\, About 400 patients tcok part in baskettali, volley ball,
table tennis, bowling, wrestling, boxing and swimming events. Pvt. Robert V. Croker of St.
Louls, Mo., who lost ¢ne eye and both hands when a grenade exploded in his foxhole at St.
L0,. captured the sportsmanship award. Croker gave diving exhibition and won 20-yard
iree style swimming race for arm amputeesﬂ The title for best all-around athlete went to
PFC Jerry Wilson of Keansburg, N.j. who lost a leg at St. Lo. He placed first in the free-
style swim for leg amputees, the breast stroke race and placed second in basket shooting.
b/Sgt Ralph Roth of Donnelly, Minn., awarded a plague for wmmng the most events, 1ost a
leg in italy. He placed first in basket shocting, making 19 baskets in 30 seconds, played
pasketball for the amputees against a team of other patients, and tied in four shocting contest

SHADES OF SHANTY HOGAN....Johnny Hutchins, 260-pound Braves pitcher, slammed
out a 5C0J-foot drive in an intrasquad game but needed the assistance ot his team maztes to
make home safely. Exhausted when he rounded third, Hutchins teil flat ¢n his face. His
teammates rushed over, grabbed him by the arms and legs, and dragged him over the plate
He was revived with the contents of a water bucket.

DISA AND DATA...... .Lt. Joe Maniaci has been transterred trom Bainbridge where his
football team went undefeated two years...Byron Nelson won Charlotte Qpen from Sam Snead
after second 18-hole playoff....CSp Bubby Feller will direct Great Lakes NTC nir~ this sea-
son...Jimmy Rafferty cutran Gunder Hagg for third straight time in Chicagc mile....Willie
Pep in Army....Pitcher Jack Kramer who won 17, lost 13 for Browns last year, holding out
for more dough....T/Sgt Torger D. Tokle, cne of greatest skiers of all time, killed in acticn
in Italy....Reds 51gned 4()-year-old Wamer’ 'Boom Boom) Beck, who pitched his first major
league game in 1924, and has played in nine different circuits....Mort Cooper, who retained
his 4-F classification after recent physical, signed with Cards....Willie Hoppe set new
world s championship three-cushion ‘bilﬁ.iar’d match record by running 20 straight points....
World Series netied Red Cross $185,093....Bill Mosienko ot Chicago Black Hawks, winner
of Lady Byng Trophy....Bill Durnan of Canadians captured Vezina Trophy as best goaiie of
year.. Calder Trophy 'fur roukle of year went to Frank McCool, Torom:o EOEIE. . s un 50 0
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