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PRESTDENT ROOSEVELT, HIGH NAVAL OFFICIALS AND NATION'S
PRESS CONGRATULATE SEABEES ON SECOND ANNIVERSARY,

President Roosevelt, Secrstary Knox, high naval officials and
the nation's press Joined to commemorate the second anniversary of the
formation of the first Naval Construction regiment, Descember 28, by
lauding the outstanding achievements and ingenuity of the Seabess.

Following ars the full texts of several congratulatory messages:

President Roosevelt: "I have fgllowed with perscnal interest
and admiretion your record of achievements at home e&nd on all
our fighting fronts, since the time of your inception two yesars
ag0.

"Your war effort is outstanding because you accomplish three
great purposes which enable our fighting forces to carry on
the offensive. You build, you fight, and you repair. You are
prepared to repeat the operation whenever necessary =-=- you go
forward together,

"I congratulate you and wish you good luck and God speed.”

Secrstary of the Navy, Frank Knox: "Although it is but a brilef
two yeare since the first Naval Construction Battalion was
hastlly organized and sent overseas to bulld vital advance bases,
your branch of the service has won for itself 2 permansnt

prlace in the glorious traditiones of our Navy., From the begin-
ning, you have undertaken your construction jobe with such
enthusiasm and disregard for obstacles that you have sarmed

the reputation of the "Can Do" boys with our other men in uni-
form,

"Every majJor amphibious opsration of the Navy has found Seabeess
among the first to land. Almost every airfield, supply depot or
other Installaticn the Navy has built since Pearl Harbor has
been a Seabee record for speed and ingemuity, And in bitter
battles like Guadalcanal or Tarawa, you have shed your blood

to earn a share of victory.

"Your second anniversary finds you keeping pace with the stepped-
up offensive In all theaters of war. The shore installations
you construct, dally consolidate the gains made by our combat
forces. You have shown magnificently what you can do.

"The Navy 1s proud of you, The Navy looke with eagerness to
your future accomplishments, certain that your brilliant past
i1s only the forerunner of a glorious future."

\J ver)




Admiral Ernest J. King, U.S.N., Commander in Chilef of the United
States Fleet and Chief of Naval Cperations: "As Commander in
Chief of the United States Fleet, I send greetings to the men of
the Navy's Construction Battalions on this second anniversary.

"Your ingenuity and fortituds have become a legend in the Naval
Service. With both tools and tommy-gums you have rendered vi-
tal a2l1d on every asslignment you have been glvenr. Today, you
may look with pride at the bases and airfields which you havs
helped to builld throughout the world. Your achisvements have
alded in providing the Navy with strategic striking points

for every major battle in the war to date., Despite the hazards
of thick Jungle, artic storms or enemy assault you have carrisd
on, constantly supporting our attacking force.

"In sending theee greetings, thersfore; I also gend congratula-
tions for a Job "well done", At whatever distant outpost you
may be currently establlished, you are hard at work building new
stepping stones to victory."

Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, U.S.M.C., Commandant of the
United States Marine Corps: "During the past two years the
Seabees and the Marine Corps have developed a flourishing part-
nership devoted to the constructiou of a road straight into the
heart of Japan,

"Our Merines returning from the fronts have had nothing but
praise for the work of our Navy's rugged fighter-bulldsrs.
Wherever Marinse have gone they have seen their Seabee comradss
performing miracles of construction and repair, often under
heavy fire.

"On Gnadalcanal, and on the hard, battle-pocked atoll of Tarawa
the Seabees rebullt in a few short hours air strips of critical
importance to Allled fighting planes, and with scores of similar
accomplishments they already have established a tradition that
would do full credit to &n organization having many more years
of service,

"It is a pleasure to extend the Marine Céﬁpa' oongratulations to
the Seabees on this anniversary. We are confident our Joint
construction project will move on apace."

Rear Admiral Ben Moreell, U.S.N.; Chief bf the Bursan of Yards
and Docks: "TO SEABEES EVERYWHERE:

"On thig second amniversary of the authorizatien of the first
Regiment of Seabees I send you greetings.

"From a small beginning we have grown to a mighty force which has
made ite efforts felt in all active theatres of war, With dsep~

est humility but with complete confidence in our ability to dis-

charge our assigned tasks, we look forward te increased oppeor-

tunitiss end greater responsibilities.
"We take pride in the privilege which has been conferred upon

us of serving and supporting our striking forces and of parti-
cipating with them In actlive combat when the need arises and the
opportunity affords.

"Ours is a story of devotion and determination to achieve. Let
us always remember that, when the Commander in Chief directs,
there ie only one answer, "Can Do","
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TAKE IT FROM A MAN WHO KNOWS, MATES

Here's part of a letter Charles J. Heim, CM2c, on "Island X"
with thse lst Battallon, has sent to a friend in the States:

"Dear Elmo: Heard you had Joined the CB's. Don't get discouraged
regardless of what happens. It isn't until you get overseas that you
begin to realize you are in a wonderful organization., Here you can com=
pare your orgenization against any other outfit in the field. And, Elme,
the CB's are regarded as the best organization in the fileld by every-
one out Here.... At the end of your assignment overseas, you will loock
back over your outfit's work and be proud of it, and be proud of being
a Seabee when the comments and praise comes in from all sides. Mark
my word and see if it isn't true,"
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SEABEES DEVISE STEAM STERILIZER

To eliminate the confusion caused by long lines of Seabees filing
past the outdoor scullery to wash mess gear and hendicapped by a short-
age of help, Seabees of the 4hkth Battalion designed a sheet metal steam
cabinet, capable of sterilizing trays, cups and silver for 1000 men.

The cabinet, approximately 30" x 6' x 6' is Just large enough to
accommodate & bread rack mounted on wheels, which runs on two light
U-ghaped tracks extending the length of the cabinet, and six inches be=-
yond the door to permit easy handling of the rack., Live steam 1s fed
into the cabinet through one-~half inch pipe, perforated every three inches,
which extends along the top, bottom and the end opposite the door. All
mess gear is woeshed and rinsed in tubs before being placed in ths rack.
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FORMER SEABEE RETURNS TO SEABEE CAMP TO WED.

In what one observer described as a "good example of Army and
Navy collaboration”, Lieut. (Jg) Ralph Carson, USNR, a former Seabee,
married 2nd Lieut, Maida Berger, a U, 3. Army nurse, in an impressive
ceremony before a group of sllent dungaree-clad Seabees at a Seabee
camp in Afrieca,

Twelve Seabees, wearifz their "dresssbites"; actéd 4s Guard of
Hcmor, and stood with fixed bayonets as the khaki-clad bride and hets

blus-attired groom mdde their way across the sand into tHe Seabes«built
chapel,

The newly-wedded couple, leaving on a 7 day honeymoon, eXpressed
hope that they would be atationad.nsar one anothar for a while anyway.
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JOHNSON? HERE WE ARE, SIR,

"A Johnson for every need," might well be the slogan of the 96th,

The battalion reports eleven men with the popular surnaume.

-
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YUH OUGHTA SEE THE ONE, ETC.

Seabees of the 9th Special Battalion have come up with one of
the best "Fish" stories of the season. According to Gang 731, busily
engaged in loading dunnage aboard a barge, the hook returned from one
of its trips overside with a 30 inch, 12 pound merlin, A rumor, probably
started by some envious Seabes, claims the fish leaped into the barge.




Issue No. 8
Page 4 2
31 Dec. 1943

SEABEES JOIN "ISLAND X" AMERICAN LEGION POST

Enough veterans of World War I were in the 55th Battalion to re-
inforce an American Legion Post on Island "X", Seabee Chief Herbert E.
Rawson decided. Launching a one-man recrulting campaign, he soon had
fourteen new Seabee members for the Post.

Meetings were held and wives of local Legiomnaires sponsored
several seashore parties and dances. In recognition of his efforts,
Rawson recently was elected as the Post's Second Vice Commander.
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OIL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL

A scarcity of ccal suitable for forge work and an abundance of
fuel oll mads an oll burning forge very desirable to the machinists of the
Lhth Construction Battalion.

Working exclusively with scrap material, with the exception of
fire-brick, the Seabees devised a forge that will develop sufficient heat
to melt cast iron. It can be used as a foundry furnace for small cast-
ings as well,
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WHEN GOOD FELLOWS GET TOGETHER

"The Dragline", the 22nd‘s susrt-stepping new paper, puts in a
8ood word for the Army Enginesrs. Says the Editor, "Throughout all of
our enlistment served to date we have at verious times worked side by side
with the Enginsers. It has been a pleasure. We have learned from them;
they have learned from us. In any job in which we combined efforts, we
found their cooperation to be of the best,"
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SEES TARAWA NEWSREEL: RECOGNIZES SEABEE HUSBAND

"I couldn't have received a finer Christmas present," said Mrs.
Mary Boswell of Columbia Heights, Maryland, after she recognized her hus-
band in a newsreel shot of Taraws, photographed Just after the battle for
the Gilberts had been won.

L]
Mrs. Boswell had no idea of where her husband, Chief Petty Officer
Theodore Boswell, was serving until she went to the movies during Christmas
wveek, and saw the newsreel showing the Seabee safe on the Gilbert atoll.

The film footage in which her husband avpeared was presented to
Mrs. Boswell by the manager of the theatre, 7 i



http:Boewe.ll

Issue No. 8
Page 5 )
31 Dec. 1943

BOUGAINVILLE BUILDERS LEAVE FRONT LINES IN REAR

Landing under firs at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, Seabees
first joined with Marines in defending the beaches against counter-attack,
then got busy on construction of military roads feeding front lines, The
fighting builders ran one of their roads 700 yards in advance of the
Marines' front lines before the Leathernscks yelled for them to hold up a

while, . L Rug e
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RABAUL UNDER ATTACK FROM SEABEE FIELD AT BCUGAINVILLE

The new alrstrip at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, carved out of
the Jungle by the Seabees, has put Japanese forces at Rabaul in a desperate
position, the United Press reports from Allied Headquarters in the South-
west Paclfic.

The Seabees' five-week construction Job has cut 7C miles off
the flying routes of attacking fighters and bombers, observers report,

- and the alrstrip adds an additional threat to the left flank of Rabaul's

defenses, previously open to attack only from Allied bombers operating
from basos ferther south.
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SEABEE OFFICER KILLED I3l ACTION WHILE SPEAREEADING ITALIAN INVASICN

"He died in action on hie Causeways, at the head of his men, an
outstanding exsmple of an Englneer and an Officer," said Lt. Comdr. W, A,
Burke, Jr., his Officer-in-Charge, of Lieutenant Carl Milford Olson,
CEC-V(S), USNR, after Olson had been killed when enemy bombers attacked
his platoon during the landing operations on Septembsr 10th, the first
day of the Salernoc Gulf Invasion of Italy.,

Lt. Olson, who had also participated in the invasion of Sicily,
was Officer-in-Charge .of a Seabee Pontoon Causeway Platoon, 1n the thick
of the fighting during both Mediterranean campaigns.

He is credited with having helped to develop end build many of
~ the special attachmente and fittings that have made the Seabees' side-
carry pontoon causeways so successful in hostils landing operations.

A resolution framed by his brother officers read, in part, "Lisuten-
ant Carl Milford Olson ... was an Officer and a Gentleman. He died a
hero's death in defense of his Country and its principles..."

Lisutenant Olson leaves a widow and a fourteen year old son. His
home was in St, Paul, Minnssota.
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SEABEES ADD "LUXURY TOUCE™ TO SOUTH PACIFIC CAMP

Without the loss of a single man-hour to their battalion, Sealkess
on a South Pacific "Island X" worked evenings and rest days to build ons
of the most modern camps in the ares.

Framework end flooring for their tents ceme from surplus boards,
trimmed off as the mills sawed timber for piling and docks, To provide
electric lights, the Seabees bullt a system of generators from discardesd
marine motors, The diesel engines that drive the generators are cooled
by another ingenious device, a water-filled pontoon barge, with a home-
made alriceting system built on top.

Under the supervision of Chief J. E. Jackson, the Seabees also
bullt a complets ice plant and water cooling system from scrap metels.
An old Jeep engine was overhauled and used to drive the compressor. Pipes
and colls came from insulating pipes for radios picked up at scrap dumps
near the island's air field. The moulds, which hold twenty-five pound
tlocks, were made up in the battalion's own shop from tin cans discardsd
by the galley.

The plant turns out more than 2,000 lbs, of ice daily. About 500
lbs, are used by the battalion; the surplus goes to nearby hospitals and
the mess halls and camp sites of other units,

A large wooden tank containing a refrigerating unit keepas drinking
water ice cold, Servicemen from all over the island stand patiently in
line at the Seabee Mecca to fill their cantesna, Over a thousand gallons
of ice water are drained daily through two emall faucets.




ESPIRITO SANTO BASERALL FINLD DEDICATED TO SEABEE

Russo Field, new baseball diamond on Espirito Santo has been bdbuilt
by -members of a Seabee Special Battalion in memory of their shipmate,

Stanley I. Russo of Oakland, Californie, who lost his life in the line of

Three acrees of thick forest were leveled to clear space for

Seabees Russo's “moniment”.
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SEABEE NEWSPAPER CHAIN LINKS MANY ISLARD X'S

Seabees' publishing activitles now account for well over fifty
papers, not including NCTIC and ABRD weeklies,

These newspapers are being published by battalions, detachments
and maintenance units from the Aleutians, where the ink freezes, tc the
miggy islands of the South Pacific, where it doesn't dry.

Professional newspaper men are few and far between in the Seabees
and modern printing machinery on "Island X" is usually most conspicuous by
its absence, but the Sesbee papers continue to grow and improve.

Among the unusual names selected are: "Mud and Thunder", (40th
Battalion); "The Deep Breath", (69th Battalion); "The Trail-Blazer", (96th
Battalion); "The Stevezette", (10th Special Battalion); "The Island X-Press",
(88th Battalion); "The Coral Sea Bee', (84th Battalion); "Bolts and Bullets",
(101st Battalion); "Fender Bender", (Detachment 1007).
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CROSS-ROADS

Take the word of a Seabee battalion which stopped thers recently
en route to "Island X" -- Noumea, New Caledonia, 1s the cross-roads of the

Pacific.

Seabee Joseph C. Chvosta, Slc, ran into his brother, an Axrmy Tank
Corpe staff sergeant. Ulyssea S. McCain, GMlc, got the "kick" of his life
when he met his 18-year old son, a seaman in the regular Navy. George E.
Keiter, Slc, had a reunion with his brother, Ensign Lester R, Keitler. And
Norman W. Williams; ¥2c, had a beer with his old home-town buddy, Sesbes

George Rosemberg, Y2c attached to the Public Worke Office at Noumea.
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TON A MINUTE

Swinging into action on "Island X", the 11th Special has scored an

unloading average of 42 tons of cargo in 4U minutes, meintained for ship after
ship.

Carpenter Otto E, Uhl, stevedoring officer, looking ahead to still
better time, says, "It's only the beglnning, folks, only the beginning,"
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TANKS!

While refusing to lay claim to any spectacular daily record for
the erection of a single tank, Seabee erection crews of the 52nd Battalion
believe they have made a sustained construction average "which is worthy
of consideration" in the assembling of twenty 10,000-barrel bolted steel

tanks,

Crew days required were 162, an average of about 8 days per tank, -
including all delays for "Aleutian weather", lack of proper tools, one day
off each week for each man in the crew and despite the fact that about two-
thirds of the tank meterial had to be toted a distence of approximately
one-half mile. : A e



Issue No. &
Page 8
31 Dec. 1943

NOTHING'S TOO GOOD FOR VELLA LA VELLA SEABEES

Seabees on Vella La Vella, noting that Guadalcanal has gotten into
the news with mess halls of mahogany, advise that they use the precious stuff
for the heads! : 7 TS
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DIVERS PROLUCE

Approximately $100,000 worth of ammunition has been salvaged by

divers of the 84th Battalion.

The eguipment was recovered from a barge sub-
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SEE THE WORLD WITH THE SEABEES

Add Naples to the growing list of Seabee ports of call. As the
Allies took over, a platoon of the Navy's Fighter-Bullders entered the
ancient Italian city to help rebuild the harbor and to work with Army
ZEngineers in salvaging operations.
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MARINE FLYER RESCUED BY SEABEES

Hauling pilets out of the drink is getting to be routine for
Seabees on "Island X", Another flyer, this time a Marine, owes his life
to the gquick and courageous action of the Fighting Builders. The latest
rescue was the work of John Sugerman, CMlc, and Davis B, Sager, MM2c, of

the 58th Battallon.
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“REST CURE?

One afternoon, in the good ¢ld days, Chief Petty Officer Russell
Gross of the 22nd Battalion wrecked two cars on the world's feptest nalf
mile track at Beville, Kansas. Thrcwn clear of his machine vhile traveling
at 90 miles per hour, Gross lay in the middle of the track, his own racer
careening over him and ending upside down agsinat the guard rail.: Still
playing to win, he regained his feet, obtained a reserve car, re-entered
the race, and ran smack into a second wreck! This time he wound up in
the hospital.

"After recuperating,” says Gross, "I Joined the Seabees....”
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SPELLING BEE REFLACES "PRISCHNER'S SONG"

Brig "clients" in CBMU 516 are few, but one of the latest
miscreants returned from his servitude with aspirations of becoming a
striker Ffor brig recreation manager.

He based his ¢laim on success of the spelling bee he instituted
among the Immates in lieu of other entertainment. It proved so popular it
wes continued for the duration of his sentence. Identity of the winner
must remzin a secret, but the word on which ha won makes the tale worth
recounting.

His last opponent misspelled "incarceration”.



http:tllll.en

ite rqu§gtion @g}}hin his hono:t

Issue No. &
Page 9
31 Dec. 1943

SEABEES HONOR MEMORY OF COMMANDANT

Seabees of the 29th Battalion wio conatructed a recreational project
almost entirely of salvaged meterials, paid tribute to the memory of the late
Commodore James A, Logan, USH, commandant of a Navel Operating Base, by naming
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"IT*'S A JAFGLER PROTUCT"

"It's a Jaegler Product" has become a by-word around the LOth
Battalion camp, according to their publication "Mud and Thunder'.

Whenever somsthing ies needed and nothing to make it with, the
ingenuity of Anton Jaegler, CSF, is called upon.

Among his crestions, practically all of which were made from
wrecked equipment from the salvage dump are:

A 23" drill press, made from an automobile transmission, 8" channel
iron and two bomb-bay screws from a B-l7.

A five f : : :
o) ve oot metal brake constructed from 8* channel and a grader

A three foot pipe roll made from 8" channel 4 i
I and 2" shaft
with gears from a discarded marine engine water pump, aERE

A bolt threader constructed from i
P an autoppbile transmission and

A. thir'ty-'ton hydraulic reges built w.t " T
ton hydraulic Jack. P ith 8" channel and a thirty

" And a 1 - L .
of tires. & lawn mower, complete with 2 H.P. motor and a complete. get
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SEABEES AWARDED NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDALS

Two Seabees, William C, Hartgrove, CM3c and Robert H. Folstadt,
MMLo of the 46th Battalion have been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal
by Rear Admiral John ¥, Shafroth, USN, Deputy Commander of the South Pacific
Area and South Pacific Force, for their heroism following a dive-bombing
raid by Japanese alrcraft at an advanced base.

Even while enemy planes were still in sight, the two Seabees plunged
into the sea and swam from the beach to a burning landing craft to rescue a
badly wounded man clinging to a rope from its side.

Upon returning to the beach, Hartgrove and Folstadt commandeered a
lighter which was rigged with a fire pump and returned to the blazing barge.
While Folstadt manned the pumps, Hartgrove made his way forward through the
flames to Jettison live ammunition from the turrets and also assist in the
transfer of two badly inJured men from the landing craft to a small boat.

The temporary citation which accompanied the Medals paid tribute to
the Seabees "courageous initlative" which was maintained with utter disregard
for their personal safety and was in keeping with the "highest traditions of
the United States Naval Service".
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TWO SEABEES COMMENDED FOR ﬁMERITORIOUS DEVOTION TO DUTY™

Two Seabees who left the comparative safety of their foxholes during
an enemy air raid at a Solomon Island base in February, 1943, to assist in the
organization and direction of a fire-fighting party, have earned the com~
mendation of Admiral William F. Halsey, USN, Commander South Pacific Area and
South Pacific Force, for their "meritorious devotion to duty".

When & direct bomb-hit on a galley caused it to burst into flames,
1Xluminating the entire camp area, CCM Howard W. Swan and CCM James D, Eaton,
disregarding the ensmy plenss which contifisd to press homs their abtack,
dished.acroas'the opensfisld te organizs the detail "that extinguished the *
flames,

e e T L

. * i Admfral ‘Haléey's:comusndation nioted thet tHe Seabees "turagecus < <
conduct" awverted the probabilities of d second 'atback with ‘greater Hamage ¢ 06
to.Yife and property.. . R Al 0% A0TE L ey M il e e e
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SEKBEE‘MACHINISTS RECLAIM "VEHIGULAE CAEAYERS“

Given 2 reasonable nuoleus with whlch to”’ hegin ﬁhe work; ths
self-styled "Seabee Reclamation Agency and Auto Graverobbers” of CBMU 516
believe they could put eVen Berlln's battered transportatwon system back
in eperagtion. i gl :

T i
L - ’ iR :

Latest achlevement of the machinists is the rebuilding of three
pickup trucks, two dump trucks and. s station wagom-worn-ocut:by months of
construction work and discarded as useless on "Survey Hill".

The "vehicular cadavers", in various stages of decay ranging to
a mere four wheels, a frame and hHull of a motor, are back in top working
condition and answering an achte hauling and transportation problem. . -
Officers estimate the value of the rebuilt equipment at more than $10,000.

s The rebullding was in charige of' Palmer Starr, Mflc, -who uséd new :
parts ‘when-they Were obtainable, Bal?aged parts fram othar wrecRs when
. needed. . .




Issue No. &
G
31 Dee, 1943
SEABEE RESCUES IROWNING MAN
% 'For his ‘outstanding hevoism In saving the 1if& of ‘a man’'who!had *: -

fallen i¥nto the harbor at Arzew; Mgeria, Seabee Elﬁer-GJ'Wblf;ASIG;}HQB"
been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps*Medal by President Roosevelt.:"

" The citation,LWhich“abcompanied thé Medél} réad;in‘part-

S

v

"Observing that the nelpless man faced imlnent peril of drownlng
or of being crushed between the buoy and. the barge, Wolf with'eool. courage
and complete disregard for his'own personal sdafety; unhegitatingly dived-
into the water and swam to his rescue. Despite his own exposure to danger
in the rough gtretch of sea between the buoy and the barge, he calmlj

vagsed a line: ‘about “the body - of the' m&n—and suucee&ed in gettlng him safely “_

back to shore ‘without injury. His gallant imdtiative ‘in @aving theilife
of another at great risk to himself was 1n keeplng wmth the hlghest Yﬁadl-
tiods ‘of the Unlted-States N&val Serv1ce.

] b S
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"THE FREEZE IS ON," SAY SEABEES IN THE TROPICS

When: the men of the 3rd Special discovered that ice cream would be
forthcoming if they could produce a freezer, they got busy.

One man chlseled off the head of a big oll drum.. Another found a
smaller drum, fititing it into the large one with just enough clearance for
brine. '

Discarded brass tubing was transformed into a cooling coil and
brazed to an old steel shaft. Other parts were made of stuff that, at
home, the most disreputable junk man would sneer at. Even after the machine
had been agscembled, and s metalsmith had polished and tin plated the whole
thing, it still looked like one of Rube Goldberg's weirder creations,

But, as usual, the Seabees knew what they were doing. Ten gallons
of experimental ice cream mix were poured into the dewvice and the juice turned
on, That night the Fighting Builders had all the ice cream they could .eat.
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FOUR SEABEES KILLED: FIVE MISSING, 78 INJURED IN AMMUNITION EXPLOSION

Four Seabses were killed, five were licted as nissing and four of-
ficers and Th enlisted men were injured when an amwrrition dump exploded

near s dock where the members of the Second Special Batitaiion were loading
cargo.

Moat of the casualities involved were opereiors of the deck equip-
ment and these aboard ships in the immediate vicinity.
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SEABFE DETACHMENT ADDS TC SEABEE REPUTATION

Newly arrived at a Southwest Pacific base, Seabees of the 1007th
Detachment already have added to the Seabee reputation for mechanical ability
and cooperation in that area.

Although -the bulk of their work has been the maintenance and re-
pair of trucks and heavy construction equipment, the 1007th also has been
responsible for the speedy return to action of vitally needed PT boats and
amphibious craft. i

Even before their own shops had been erected the Seabee mechanigs
were busy asslsting the men of the PT base in overhauling and rebuilding
marine motors. Eighteen &vankshafts, normally returned to the United States
for repairs, were reground in the partially completed Seabee machine shop ==
8ixX for PT boats urgently needed in operations.

Bilge pumps for.seventeen idle amphiblous trucks, used to trans-
port troops from ship to .shore, were rebuilt with parts manufactured in the
Seabee shop.

= Largely through-the efforfﬁfof weldszAéﬂ&feiectridiéna of ths
1007th, the Ship Repair Unit faced with a& rush order to repair an LST bad-
ly damaged in action, was able to place the vessel back in service ahead of
schedule, : ' : -
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SEABEES TRUE PIONEERS SAYS BOLGER:

Ray Bolger, famous satiric&l dancer, recently returned from a
27,000 airemile USO-Camp Show tour of the Pacific war theatre, relating -
his experiences at a press conference, loudly-praised the work of various -
branches of'the-armﬂd service = "one group in particular-~the Seabses".

"To me thsy (the Seabees) represent the piomeer spirit of this .
country,” Bolger sald. '"They go in with the invasion troops and dig in, -
building machine ehops, welding shops, ete., undsrground. They built an
airstrip in thirteen days at one time, under bombing, working twenty-four
hours a day. When a;raid.occurred they put out the spotlight and went
under -cover, - All clea¥. and they were back out again. They can unload
ships about: flve timeq as fast,as & human bsing is suppoeed to do, it
ssems to me," ... . =

“Bolger, who was accompanied by Little Jack Little on the. tour, was
attirea,in ‘a baggy c&mouflage suit, dappled In green and brown and wore a
Japane®e aviator's helmet &nd, at the request of the photographsrs, placed
a Seabea-made hnnting knife ‘metween his teeth
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ADD 30th HEROES -

Two more namés have been added to the growing llst of 30th Battalion
Seabees who have disregarded their own personal safety to save the lives of
others, according to the camp publication, "Caridbean”.

Vhen Gharles 0'Brisn, SC2c¢, was striken with:.severe ahdnminal pains
while on & mission with a detachment, Willia.m B. Cook, SFlc, unhesitatingly
plunged into the tangled Jungle undergrowth to fight his way through miles
of almost impenetrable jungle and mountain to bring aid. A crash boat was
dispatched to the scene and O*Brien was brought to camp for the removal of
an ‘acutely inflemed appendix,

Earlier in the month, Louis Rodriguez, Cox, in charge of a steel
flanding barge, saved two of his comradss from.drcwaing in the same day.

= The barge, moored offahdre ahd badly hattered.by’heavy seas neaded
the attention of ite crew: Radriguez and & mate started to swim out to the
vessel, Halfway out, his -mite's strength failed against the strong surf and
tide,. although he wes an expert swimmer. -Rodriguez sensed this end got him
safaly back to shore. ' - .

Later that day, Rodriguez and part.of his erew boarded the craft
to make repairs. Two men from'a liberty boat which had pulled alongside
decided to swim to shore-=-with the same result for one of ‘them, Again
Rodriguez plunged into the sea to effect the rescue and bring the would-be
~ swimmer safely in.
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SANTA CLAUS IS GOING TO TOWN

Santa Claus adopted the "Can Do" spirit of the Seabees this year
in Yuletide greetings carried on the front page of the Christmas issus of the
g6th Battalion's "Trailblazer".

According to L., H. Gee, the artist who dreamed up the idsa, Santa
has abandoned his sleigh and reindeer for a sturdier and more modern con-
traption. Because of the vast territory ke has to cover to visit all the
sBervice men, Santa has equipped a bulldozer with wings and a propellor.

"What Santa can't climb over or push over, he can fly over,"

"What Santa can't climb over or push over, he can fly over,"
says Gee.
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SEABEE RIFLE CHAMP CHALRS UP PERFICT SCORE,

Ken Shover of the 22nd Battalion, a former member of the Akron,
Ohio, national Champlonship rifle squad, stopped traffic on the battalion's

Firing range when he scored a neat possible 50. Shover put all ten shots
dead cgnter on the bull's eye.
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"NAVY HONORED TO HAVE YOU," SAYS TUNNEY OF SEABEES

"Without the Seabees, the prozress of the Pacific campaign would
be at a standstill,” vouched Commander Gene Tumney, former heavyweight
boxlng champion, speaking before a mixed group of Australians, regular
Tavy men, and.Flghting Builders, on a South Pacific "Island-X".

Tunney sald that he had travelled all over the Pacific area and
found the Seabees on the Job everywhere. "The Navy should be honored to
_have you as part of ite branch of the service," he concluded,

s A
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BIG THINGS -- SMALIL SHOP

A portable machine shop, measuring only six feet in width, twelve
feet in length, and six feet in helght, is being used by the 120th Battalion
to turn out everything from small bushings to boom shafts for Caterpillar

cranes..

Qperated by Samuel P, Todd, MMlc, a machinist in civilian life for
23 years, and Donald Gillespie, MM2c, a "green hand" with only 15 years of
civilian experience, the shop has also produced machine gun mounts, thousands

.of anchor bolts for Cuonaet hut erection, and even spigots for beer dig-

fpensara for the Seabees.
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SEABEE SANTAS CHEFR NORTE AFRICAN TOTS

French youngsters in Oran, North Africa, are happier today because
enllsted men of a Seabee battalion stationed at the port remembered the
gpirit of Christmas. Far from their own homes, and many thinking of
children of thelr own, the Seabees used their evenings and spare moments
to set up 2 Toy Work Shop. They turned out hundreds of Mickey Mouse dolls,
Donald Ducks, Porky Pigs, and other favorites for free distributicn by

the Navy to needy children in the area.
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SHORT SPORT SHOTS

Chicago Bears won National Football League championship by
hammering out 41-21 victory over Washington Redsking,.Sid Luckman had one
of his most brilliant days..set new play-off mark by tossing passes that
accounted for five of Bears touchdowns..0ld Bronko Nagurski hit line for
Bears' other score..Andy Farkas bucked over for Redskins' first touchdown..
Sammy Baugh, injured in early part of game, returned in second half to toss
two touchdown-producing aeriale..Redskins won right to play Bears for title
by whaling New York Giants 28-0 in play-off game necessitated when Giants
tied 'Skins In Fastern Division league standings by scoring 71-7 victory
over Redskins week previously..Winning Bears received $1,1%5.81 each and
Redskins collected $745.60 apiece..Sammy Angott, NBA lightweight champ won
decision over Bobby Ruffin, who recently outpointed N.Y, and Penn., champ,
Beau Jack..Count Fleet, Mrs. John D. Hertz' three-year old, voted "Horse
of Year" in sportwriters and broadcasters poll..Sgt. Joe Louis, scheduled
" to go overseas to box for service men in all parts of world..Basketball
season now in full swing. .Sammy Byrd, former Yankee outfielder, placed
second in Miaml Golf Open.,.Montreal continues to lead Pro Hockey League..
Joe Gordon, Yankee second baseman, notified club he will not play in 1Ghk,.
intends to Join armed services..Boxing writers voted to give Eddie Neil
Memorial Award to 4,019 pro boxers, living and dead, in armed services..
of service boxers, 18 have been killed in action, 7 more died in line of
duty, 9 are missing and 40 have been wounded..Phil-Pitt Steagles took N.L,
rughing title gaining 173 yards a game on average..Frankie Frisch, Stan
Musial, Dan Litwhiler, Hank Borowy and Dixie Walker on tour in Aleutlans
showing World Series film,.President ¥ord Frick of National League asserts
bageball will continue as long as teams can Tield 9 men..Rutgers abandons
inter-collegiate sports for duration..Boston Redsox led American League in
fielding. .Bobby Toerr, Sox second baseman set new league record for con-
secutive chances handled by a second baseman without an error, accepting
249, .Other new American League fielding marks set by Milt Byrnes, rookie
St. Louis outfielder with .997 average..Rudy York, Detroit, who handled
149 assists as first baseman..lou Boudreau, Cleveland manager, with most
double plays handled by shortstop, 122.,Luke Appling, White Sox, won American
League batting title with .328 average..lowest mark since 1908..Detroit led
league in team batting.,Rudy York slarmed out 34 home runs and batted in 118
runs to lead sluggers.,Washington's George Case stole 61 bases for his fifth
theft crown..Bobo Newsom, recently traded to Philly, Berkeley Bell, tennis
pro, Tommy Bridges, Detroit's veteran pitcher, and Joe Dobson, Red Sox
hurler, inducted in Army..Connis Mack, Jr.,Clyde McCullough, Cub catcher,
Hal White, Tiger pitcher, Slats Marion, Cardinal shortstop all called..
Mort Cooper, Cardiral star hurler, rejected for military service..Ben Chase,
Navy right guard, elected Navy 1944 football captain..Patty Berg, golfer,

rated leading woman in sports by expert vote for AP.
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