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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT, HIGH NAVAL OFFICIALS AND NATION'S 
PRESS CONGRATULATE SEABEE.5 ON SECOND ANNIVERSARY, 

Preeident Roosevelt, Secretary Knox, hi-gh naval officials and 
the nation's preee joined to commemorate the second anniversary of the 
formation of tbe first Naval Construction regiment, December 28, by 
la.~ding the outstamUng achievements and ingenuity of the Seabeea. 

Following are the full texte of eeve~al congratulatory messages: 

President Roosevelt: 1'I have fQ,llowed with personal interest 
and admiration your +ecord of achievements at home e.nd on all 
our fighting fronts, since the time of your inception two years 
ago. 

"Your war effort is outstanding because you accomplish three 
great purposes which enable our fighting forces to c&-1'T7 on 
the offensive. You puild, you fight, and you repair. You are 
prepared to repeat the operation whenever necessary -- you go 
forward together. 

"I congratulate you and wish you good luck and God speed," 

Secretary of the Navy, Frank Knox: "Although it is but a brief 
two year~ since the first Naval Construction Battalion was 
haetily organized and sent overseas to build vital advance bases, 
your branch of the service has won for itself a ~ermanent 
place in the glorious traditions of our Navy. From the begin­
nill6, you have undertaken your oonetruction Jobs wi th euch 
enthusiasm and disregard for obstacles that you havo earned 
the reputation of the 11Can Do" boys with our other men in uni­
form.. 

11Every major amphibious operation of the Navy has found Seabeee 
among the first to land. Almost every airfield, supply depot or 
other installation the Navy hfi:s built since Pearl Harbor has 
been a Se~bee record for speed and ingenuity. And in bitter 
battles like Guadalcanal or Tarawa, you have shed your blood 
to earn a allare 0£ victory. 

-11Your second anniversary finds you keeping pace with the stepped-
up offensive 1n all theaters of war, Tha shore installations 
you. conetnict, daily consolidate 1;he gains ma.dB by our combat 
forces. You have shown magnificently what you ca.n do. 

"The Navy ie proud of you. The Navy looks with eagerness t o 
your future accomplishments, certain that your b;rilllant past 
is only the toJ;"erunmr ot a glorious tuture." 

---- -----~-

~uverJ 



Admiral Ernes t J. King, U.S.N., Commander in Chie:f' o:f' the United. 
States Fleet and. Chief of. Naval Operations: "As Commander in 
Chief of the United States Fleet, I send greetings to the men of 
the Navy's Construction Battalions on this eocond anniversary. 

"Your ingenuity and fortitude have bec"me a legend in the Naval 
Service. With both tools and tOD::JJ11•gUl\e you have rendered vi­
tal aid on every assignment you have been given. Today, you 
may look with pride at the baeee and airfields which you havs 
helped to build throughout the world. Your achievements have 
aided in providing the Navy with strategic striking points 
f'or every t:laJor battle in the war to date• Despite the hazards 
of thick Jungle, artic storms or enemy assault you have carried 
on, constantly supporting our attacking foroe. 

"In sanding theee greetings, therefore, I also eend consratula• 
tione for a Job "well done" . At whatever distant outpost you 
may be eurrently established, you are hard at wo~k building new 
stepping stonee to victory." 

Lieutenant General Thomas Holcomb, U.S.M.C., Col!llDBlldAnt of the 
United St!ttee Marine Corps: "Dur;Lng the past tvo years the 
Seabees and the Marine Corpe have developed a flourishing part­
nership devoted to the construction of a road straight into the 
heart of Japan. 

"Our Marines returning from the fronte have had nothing but 
praiee for the work of our Navy's rugged fighter•builders. 
Wherever Ma.rinee have gone they have eeen their Seabee comrade s 
performing miracles of construction and repair, often under 
heavy fire. 

"On Guadalcanal, and on the hard, battle-pocked atoll of Tarawa 
the Seabees rebuilt in a few ehort hours air strips of critical 
importance to Allied fighting planes , and with scores of similar 
accomplislunante they already have established a tradition that 
would do full credit to an organization having many more years 
of service. 

11It is a pleasure to extend the Marine Co~a' oongra.tulations t o 
the Sea bees on this annivel"sary. We are cdiU'ident our Joint 
construction project will move on apace." 

Rear Admiral Ben Moreell, U.S.N.j Chief of the Bureau of Yard.a 
and Docks: "TO SEABEES EVERYWHERE: 

110n this eecond annivereary of' the authorization of the first 
Regiment of Sea bees I se.z_id you greeti ngs. 

"From a small beginning we have grown to a m1ghty force which has 
made its efforts felt in all active theatres of' war. Witll ~p· 
est humility but with complete confidence in our ability to •is­
charge our assigned tasks, we l ook f orward t~ illcr&a.se.d oppitir­
tunities and greater responsibilities. 
"We take pride in the privilege which has been conf"erred 'ijpon 
us of serving and sup:portin8 our etriking. forces and of parti­
cipating with them 1n active combat when the need ari.ses and the 
opportunity affords. 

"Ours ia a etor,- of devotion and determination to achieve. Let 
us al-..-a.ye remember that, when the Commander in Chief directs, 
tbere 1a only one answer , "Can Do" .. " 
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Here• s part of a letter Charles J. Heim, CM2c, on "Island X" 
with tbe let :Battalion, ha.e sent to a friend in the States: 

"Dear Elmo: Heard you had Joined the CB' e. Don't get discouraged 
re5ardless of what happens. It isn't until you get overseas that you 
begin to reali:z.e you are in a wonderful organization. Here you can com• 
pare your organization against any other outf'it in the field. And, Elmo, 
the CB' e are regarded as the beet organiz.ation in the field by every .. 
one out ®re.... At the end of your assignment overseas, _you will look 
back over your outfit's work and be proud of it, and be proud of being 
a Seabee vhen the comments ?ond praise comes in f'rom all aides. Mark 
my word and see if it isn't true." 

----~------- ----·-

07 
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SEABEES DEVISE STEAM STERILIZER 
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To eliminate the confusion ca~eed by long lines of Seabees filing 
past the outdoor scullery to wash mesa ~~ and handicapped by a short­
age of help, Seabeee of the 44th :Battalion designed a sheet metal steam 
cabinet, capable of sterilizing trays, cups and silver for 1000 men. 

The cabinet, approximately 30" x 6' x 6' ia ju.at la+ge enoush to 
accommodate a breo.d rack mounted on wheels, which runs on two light 
1]-ahaped tracks exten~ t.he length of the cabinet, and six inches be­
yond the door to permit easy handling of the rack. Live steam is fed 
into the cabi net through one ... halt .inch pipe, perforated every three inches, 
which extends alox:ig the top, b~ttom and the end opposite the door. All 
meee ~~ i~ ~shed. an~-r~--~n tubs before :OOing placed in t~rack_-___ _ 



.-----

FORMER SEABEE RETURNS TO SF.ABEE CAMP TO WED. 
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In what one observer described as a "good example of Army and 
Navy collaboration", Lieut. (Jg) Ralph Carson, USNR, a former Seabee, 
married 2nd Lieut. Ma.id.a Berger, au. s. Army nurse, in an impressive 
ceremony before a group of ailent dungaree-clad Seabeee at a Seabee 
camp in Africa.. 

T\ffilve Seabee'&; wea.r:IBg t .hefl!" 11 d:teee,.b1tiea 11 I ti.etEitl 6.e Gui:ird Of 
Honor, ari~ ~tood ~ith fixed bayonet6 as the khB.ki-cla~ bride and her~ .. 
blue-attired. groom nid.de their way across the sand into t~e Seabee ... 'buiit 
chapel. 

The newly.Yedded couple, leaving on a 7 da.y· honeymoon, expressed 
hope that they would be stationed near one another for a while anyway • 



JOHNSON? HERE WE ARE, SIR. 
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"A Jolmson for every need," might well be the slogan of the 96th. 
The battalion reports eleven men with the 11opular surname. 

~I 



YUH OUGH'lA SEE TBE ONE, ETC. 
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Seabeee of the 9th Special Battalion have come up w1 th one of 
the best 11Fish11 stories of the season. AcQording to Gang .ff31, busily 
engaged in loading dunnage aboard a barge, the hook returned from one 
of its trips overside· with a 30 inch, 12 pound marlin. A rumor, probably 
started by some envious Seabee, claims the fish. leaped into the barge . 

- - -----

)..JI 



SEABEES JOill' tt·ISLAND X" AMERICAN I...1illIOW POST 
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Enough veteran~ of World War I were in the 59th Batta.lion ta re­
inforce an American Utgian Post on Island "X", Sea bee Chief Herl>ert E. 
Rawson decided. Launching a one-man re·crui ting campaign, he aoon had 
fourteen new Seabee members for tne· Poat. 

Meetill6B were held al'ld wives of local Legionnaires sponsored 
several seashore partiea and d8ncea. In re-eognition ot his efforts, 
Rawson recently was elected as the Poat·• e Second Vice Cooaander ~ 

----- ---- --··- - - --- ---------- ·---- - --

;u 



OIL'S WELL THAT ENDS WELL 
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A scarcity of coal suitable for forge ~k and an abundance of 
fuel oil made ~ oil burning forge very desirable to the machinists of the 
44th Construction Battalion. 

Working exclusively with scrap material, with the exception of 
fire-brick, the Seabeee devised a forge that will develop sufficient heat 
to melt cast iron. It can be ueed. as a foundry furna.oe for small cast­
ings ae well. 

d-13 
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WHEN GOOb FELLOWS. GET TOOETHER 

"The Dragline", the 22nd'e smart-stepping new paper, puts in a 
good word fOZt the A:rmy Engine ere. Saye the Edi tor 1 "Throughout all of 
our enlis.tment ~rved to date· we have at various times worked side by side 
with the Engineere. It has been a pleasure. We have learned from them; 
they have learned f1·om. us. In any job in whieh we combined efforts, we 
f ound their cooperation to be of ~e best." 

-~~~~~~~~~ 



SEES TARAWA NEWSREEL: RECOONIZES SEABEE HUSBAND 
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"I couldn't have received a f i ner Christmas present," said Mrs. 
Mary :Boswell o'f' Columbia Heights, Maryland, after she recognized her hus­
band in a newsreel shot of Tarawa, photographed just after the battle for 
the Gilberte had been won. 

Mre. Boswell had no idea of where her husband, Chief Petty Officer 
Theodore Boswell, was serving unti l she went to the movies duri ng Christmas 
week, an~ eaw the newsreel showing the Seabee safe on the Gilbert atoll. 

The film footage in which he r husband appeared was presente d to 
_ Mrs. Bo~e_ll by the manager o'!_ the theat::-e. 

- - - -- --
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BOUGAINVI!,JE BUILDERS LEA VE FRONT LINES IN REA.,-q 

Landing under fire at Empress Augusta Bay, Bougainville, Seabeee 
first joined with Marines in defend.ins the beaches against counter-attack, 
then got busy on construction of military road.a feeding front lines, The 
fighting builders ran one of their roads 700 yards in advo.nce of the 
Marines' front lines before the Leathernecks yelled for them to hold up a 
while. 
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BABAUL UNDER A'IT.ACK FROM SEABEE FIELD AT BOUGAINVILLE 

The new airstrip at Empreaa Augusta Bay, Bougainville, carved out of 
the jungle b,y the Seabeea1 has put Japanese f'orcea at Rabaul in a desperate 
position, the United Press reports from Allied Headquarters in the South­
west Pacific. 

The Seabeee' five•week construGtiop Job has cut 70 miles off 
the flying routes of attacking fightera and bombers, observers report, 
and the airstrip add.a an additional threat to the left flank of Rabaul's 
defenses, previously open to attack only from Allied bombers operating 
from bases f arther ~gu~hL __ - --'---· ___ _ 

http:desper('l.te
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SEABEE OFFICER KILLED IN ACTIOM WHILE SPEARHEADING ITALIAN INVASION 

I 

"Re died in action on hi s Causeways, at the head of his men, an 
outstanding example of an Engineer and an Officer," ea.id Lt. Comdr. w. A. 
Burke, Jr., his Officer-in·Cha.rge, of Lieutenant Carl Mi lford Olean, 
CEC-V(S), USNR, af t er Olson had been killed when enemy bombers attacked 
his platoon during the landing operations on September 10th, the first 
day of the Salerno Gulf Invasion of Italy, 

Lt, Olson, who had al.so participated in the invasion of Sicily, 
was Officer-in·Charge .of a Se~bee Pontoon Causeway Platoon, in the t hick 
of the f i ghting duri ng both Mediterranean campaigns. 

He is oredited with having helped t o develop end build many of 
the speci al attachments and fittings that have made the Seabeea' aide­
carry pontoon causeways so sueeessful in hostile landing operations, 

A resolution framed by his brother officers read, in part, "L:i.outen­
ant Carl Milford Olson , • • was an Officer and a Gentleman. He died a 
hero's death in defense of his Country and its principles •• • " 

Lieutenant Olson leaves a widow and a f ourteen year old eon. Ria 
home was in St. Paul, Minnesota. 

~--.. ·-- - ----- _.. __ 
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SEABEES ADD "LUXURY TOUCH" 'IQ SOU'l'lf PACIFIC CAMP 

Without the lose of a single ma.n·hour to their bat to.lion, {)eal::ees 
on a South Pacific "Island X" worked evenings and rest days to b~_.).l one 
of the most modern camps in the area. 

Framework and flooring for their tents came from surplus boards, 
trimmed off as the mills sawed timber for piling and docks. To provide 
electrio lights, the Seabeee built a system of generators from discarded 
marine motors. The diesel engines that drive the generators are cooled 
by another ingsnious device, a water-filled pontoon barge, with a home­
tna.de airicating system built on top. 

Under the auperviE!ion of Chief J. E. Jackson, the Seabeee also 
built a complete ice plant and water cooling system from scrap metals. 
An old jeep engine was over~uled and used to drive the compressor. Pipes 
and coils came from insulating pipes for radios picked up at scrap dumps 
near the island' a air field. The i:noulds, which hold twenty-five pound 
blocks, were made up in the battalion's ·own shop from tin cane discarded 
by the galley. 

The plant turns out more than 2,000 lbs, of ice daity. About 500 
lbs, are used by the bo.ttal~; the surplus goes to nearby hospitals and 
the meas halls and camp sites of other units. 

A large wood.en tank containing a refrigerating unit keeps drinking 
water ice cold, Se.:rvicemen from all oveli' the island stand patiently in 
line at the Seabee Mecca to fill their canteens, Over a thousand gallons 
of ice water a.re drained daily through tw~ small faucets. -----· ___ ............,_._ ----- -----~~---~ 

• 
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ESPIRITO SANTO '.BASEBALL FIELD DEDICATED TO SEABEE 

Russo Ffel4, new baseball di~nd on Espirito .Santo has. been built 
by --.membere of a Seabee Special Battalion 1n memory of their shipmate, 
Stanley I. RuBBo of Oakland, California, who lost hie life in the line of 
·duty. 

Three acre& or thick forest were leveled to clear apace for 
Sea.bee Bueeo 1 s ''monument". 

http:DEDIOATF.Il


SF.ABEE NElvSPAPER CHAIN LINKS MANY ISLAND X'S 
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Seabees' publishing activj,ties nmr account for well over :fifty 
papers, not including NCTC and A.BD weeklies. 

These newspapers are being published by b.attalions, detachments 
and maintenance Wlits from the Aleutians, where the ink :freezes, to the 
muggy islands o:f the South Paci:fic , where it doesn't. dry. 

Professional ~ewapaper men are few and far between in tbe Seabees 
and modern pri nting machinery on "Island X11 is usually most conspicuous by 
its absence, but the Seabee :papers cont~nue to grow and improve. 

Among the unusual names selected a.re: "Mud and ThWlder", (40th 
Battalion); "The Deep Breath", (69th Battalion); "The Trail-Blazer" 1 (96th 
Battalion); "The Stevezette", (10th Special Batta.lion); ''The Is~d X-Prese" / 
(88th :Battalion); 11The Coral Sea Beie", (84th Battalion); "Bolts and Bullets", 
(lOlst Battalion); "Fencl.er Bender", (De~chm.~~t 1007 l:_ _ 

I 



CROSS-RO.AIS 
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Take the word of a Seabee battalion which stopped there recently 
en route to .. Island X" -- Noumea, New Caledonia., le the crose-roads of the 
Pacific. 

Sea bee Joseph C. Chvosta, Slc 1 ran into his brother, an Army Tank: 
Corps staff sergeant. Ulysses S. McCain, GMJ..c, got the "kick" of his life 
when he met his 18-year old son, a seaman in the regular Navy. George E. 
Keiter, Slc, had a reunion with hie brother, Ensign Lester R. Keitler. And 
Nonnan ·w. Williams, Y2c, had a beer wi.th his old home~town buddy, Seabee 

_ _ Ge~rge RoeenQe-rg, Y2c attached to the Pu~li~_y,rorke _Offi~~-~-~-- No~. 
·----· - -----



TON A MINUTE 
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~inging into action on "Island X", the 11th Special has scored an 
unloading averase of 42 tons of cargo in 40 minutes, maintained tor ehip after 
ship. 

Carpenter Otto E~ Uhl., stevedoring officer, looking ahead to still 
better time, says, "It's onl.y the beginning, folks, only' the l>eginning," 

------ -- --



TANKS! 
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While refusing to lay claim to any spectacular daily record for 
the erection of a single tank, Seabee erection crewe of the 52nd Battalion 
believe they h8.ve made a sustained construction average "which is worthy 
of consideration" in the assembling of twenty 10 1000-barrel bolted steel 
tanks. 

Crew days required were 162, an average of a.bout 8 days per tank, 
including all delays for "Aleutian weather", lack of proper tools, one day 
off each week for each man in the crew and despite the fact that about two­
thirda of the tank material had to be toted a distance of approximately 
one-half mile. 

--- -·--- - ··----
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NOTHING1 S TOO GOOD FOR VELLA LA VELLA SEABEES 

Seabeee on Vella La Vella, noting that Guadalcanal has gotten _ i-nto 
the news with mess -halls of mahogany, advise that they use the precioua :lltUff 
for the headsl __ 



DIVERS PRODUCE 
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Approximately $100 1000 worth of allirli.unition haa been sal vaged by 
divers of the 84th Battalion. The equipment was recovered from a barge sub­
merged in 40 feet of water. 
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SEE TEE \·lORLD WITH THE SEABEES 

Add Naples to the growing list of Seabee ports of call. As 
Allies took over, a platoon of the Navy's Fighter-Builders entered tha 
ancient Italian city to help rebuiJ.d the harbor and to work with Army 
.Ellgineer~ in salvaging operations. 

the 
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MARINE. FLYER R:EZCUED BY SF.ABEES 

I ssue No. 8 
Page 8 
31 Dec. 1943 

Hauling pil9ta out of the drink is getting to be routine for 
Sea.bees on "Island X". Another flyer, this time a ~..arine, owes hie life 
to the ~uick and courageous action of the Fighting Builders. The latest 
rescue was the work of John Sugerman, CMl.c, and Lavis B. Sager, .MM2c, of 
the 58th Battalion. 

------~------
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One afternoon, in the good old days, Chief Petty Officer Russell 
Gross of the 22nd Battalion w~ecked two cars on the world's .fastest hail 
mile tra ck at Beville, Ka...Tlsas. Thrcwn clear o:f hia mach ine while tra-:reling 
at 90 miles per hour, Grose lay in t.~e middle of the track, his own racer 
careening over him and ending upside down against the guard ran~ StUl 
playing to vin, he regained his feet, obtained a reserve car, re-entered 
the race, and ran i;mia.ck into a. eecond wreck! This time he wound up in 
the hospital. 

11.Atter recuperating, 11 aaye Gross, · "I joir..ed the See.bees ..... " 
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SPELLING BEE P.EPI:.A:C&S "PRISO:N'ER 1 S SOilG" 

Brig "clients" in Cl3MU 516 are few, but one of the latest 
miscreants returned from hie servitude with aspi rations of becoming a 
striker for brie recreation manager. 

Re based hie claim on success of the spelling bee he instituted 
among the inmates in lieu of other entertaimnent. It proved so popular it 
we.a continued for the duration of his sentence:. Identity of' the winner 
must remain a secret, but the word on which }lp won makes the tale worth 
recounting. 

His last opponent misspelled "lncaree:ration" . 

http:tllll.en


SEf'..3EES HONOR MEMOBY OF' COMMA!mAN'l' 
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Seabeea of the 29th Battalion who constructed a recreational project 
a.lmoat entt rely of salvag~d materials, paid tribute to the memory of the late 
Com:::i.odore .James A. Logan, USN, commandant of a Naval Opera.ting Base, by naming 
ita recreation ~l in his honor, 

---~---------~-·--·~-·--·· ---



II IT Is A J.A."GCLER PRODUCT II 
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11It 1 s a Jaegler Product" has become a by-word aroWld the l~Oth 
Battalion camp, according ta. their pu'bl:tcation "Vru.d and Thunder". 

~Jl:ienever something is needed and nothing to lI!ake it with, the 
inge;nui ty ~f Anton Jaegler, CSF, ia called u:pon. 

Among his creations, practically all of which ware made from 
wrecked equipment from the salvage dump are: 

A 23" drill press, made from an automobile transmission, 8" channel' 
i,+on and two b9mb•ba7 screws from a B-17. 

A five foot metal brake constructed from 8u channel and a grade.,,. blade. ... 

A three foot :pipe roll made from 8 11 channel and 2" shafting 
with gears from a discar ded marine engine water pump. ' 

A bolt threader constructed from an automobile transmission and 
a pipe vice. · .. 

A thirty-ton hydraulic press built with 8" channel and a thirty 
ton hydraulic Jack. 

' And a lawn mower, complete . with 2 H.P. motor and a comp. lete. set 
of tires. 

--·--·----~~-------------------
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SEABEES AWARDED NAVY AND MARINE CORPS MEDALS 

Two Seabees, William C, Hartgrove, CM3c and Robert H. Folstadt, 
MMlc of the 46th Battalion have been awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal. 
by Rear Admiral John F. She.froth, USN, Deputy Commander of the South Pacific 
Area and South Pacific Force, for their heroism following a dive-bombing 
raid by Japanese aircraft at an advanced base. 

Even while eneJllY planes were still in sight, the two Seabeee plunged 
into the sea and swam from the beach to a bµrning landing craft to rescue a 
badly wounded man clinging to a rope from :i ta side. 

Upon re"tiurning to the beach, Hartgrove and Folstadt commandeered a 
lighter which was rigged with a fire pump and returned to the blazing barge. 
While Folstadt m,anned the pumps, Hartgrove made his way forward through the 
flames to Jettison live ammunition from the turrets and also assist in the 
transfer of two badly injured men from the landing craft to a small boat. 

The temporary citation which accomoanied the Medals paid tribute to 
the Seabeee "courageous initiative" which wa~ maintained with utter disregard 
for their personal safety and was in keeping with the "highest traditions of 
the United Sta tee Naval Service". 



.--
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TWO SEA.BEES COMMENDED FOR "MERITORIOUS DEVOTION TO DUTY" 

Two Seabees who left the comparative safety of their foxholes during 
an ene?Dy air raid at a Solomon Island base in february, 1943, to assist in the 
organization and direction of a fire-fighting party, have earned the com­
mendation of Admiral William F. Halsey, USN, Commander South ~acific Area and 
South Pacific Force, for their "meritorious devotion to duty". . . ' ·---

When a direct bomb-hit on a galiey caused it t o burst into flames, ~ · 
i.l;);um.1ooti).lft· the entire crunp area, CCM Howa~d W. Swan and CCM James D. Fa t on, 
diar.egarfilng. the ·~me:fn3':.'.P::t·a:nes- ·wl?:foli-'·:·eontim13a.: to.'.p±-e.ss :.h'fun.e" .. tliei:r -atta:ck, 
dashed across ·the ~'i.t;1't~1.a~tEF<>rgatnz:~::1.; ·theA~:etiU:,:tkt."extingu1shed the ·.; - · 
fl8llles. 

•; , , ,~ I . ' , .. , t - • ~-. :..... , ; • .... i ·~i:, • : ' ' · l. :. • ; ,..,• : , , : ~ 

. · ' .. · · · Admfral ;&,1.a·ey.'·s ~:ooilllherul.8.t:W:ii· :noted. ~MtPtlie ~Seabeee· n-~a~e6us ·' 
conduct" a:V!erted the pr0babi1-i1Y!es..:01: .·a: seconcl~'a.ttaelt~·Wi th "gr6i:{fei:"aruttage .~ .... :··;:.~; 
to .:J:·ife .. and prop~erty-. 1:. ~- .;·~:- ·- :. ~ .. ·· .. "·:·. -- .. · .,,\.' .. > ......... ,. · __ ~ .. -- <. ~ .. _ 

--'-'--- ---
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_ ·'- _, .. _ -... · : . SEABEE MACHINISTS ·REEIDAIM ''VEHICU'.I.AR CAIDA.VERsri .- ·.·· .. _, . · · ·• 
• _! ... - ·~ :,, • < I;.. ••• • • • l • . ·-··· ..... ,.. . 

Giv,en ·a reasonabl.e nuol.etis ·:with- which to ... begin the wO-rk;·'· the · 
self-styled "Seabee Reclamation Agency and Auto Graverobbers" of C.BMU" 516 
beli·e.-ve:· .they could: put even .;Berlin's battered transportation system back 

. ...... 

in ·:.aper~tion. c. · · · · ·" , -'"°· '. .: • · · • -

Latest achievement of the machinists is the rebuilding of three 
pickup trucks, two dump trucks o.nd<a : station Wagon--'WOl"n ·dut':..by months Of 
construction work and discarded as useless on "Survey Hill". 

The "vehicular cadavers", in various stages of decay ranging to 
a. mere;- four wheels, a frame and· null · of a motor, · are back in top working 
condition and answering an acute-· haulihg··and transportaitfon problem'. .· ·. . 
Officers estimate the value of the rebuilt equipment at more than $10,000. 

,.. · The r ebuilding wa·s "in charge' <if' Palmer Starr,·· MMlc; · 'tiho ·ua~d- new : ·. 
parts::when-they were obtainable~ . salv~ea: parts from other wreaita vh~h · ~ .. . 
!leeded. -· ·. .--. · · · ·'· · : ·: .. ' · · ·.. ... 
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· . Fo-r his. outstanding he~oism in saving- the i.ifi;J of a· ?nan~ whb:i~d ' · · · 
.fallen. i 'nto th.e~ harbor at Arzew{ Algeria, ' SEia:be·e Elmer .c~ ·w01.f1 ·s:cc; ',htis · · .· 
been awarded the -Navy arid r.:arine C6rps"~Medal by President Rodsevel t. ·~ • 

The citation, .'which - -~6co~pdnied the MedA~~'. read; in . :Pfi:r~.~ • 

110bse1·vi ng tha t -the 11elpless ~·faced· iminent peril of' ' drowni ng 
or'-of ·b~i·ng crushed between .the' buoy --ari.d. the barge, Wol:f wi th-··coOl · courage 
and complete disregard· :for ni a ·ciw pe'.r1forui1· sar-ety~ · unliesitatirigly d:ived· .. · ? 

into the water and swam to hi s rescue. Despite his own exposure to danger 
in the -rough stretch of sea between the buoy and the ba:rge, he calmly 
passed ·a line :~ib'ouf •the··body ·o'.fi-the' ·~ '.-~fid eucceeded:·in getiifig '·lifm'.··~af'el;V ;._ 
back to shore ·vit:h6'lit injtir y. : Ria -g~llant; itli t '1a'.1t1ve<:iTn ·saving ··the :J.. ife· · ~~ 
o~ another at {µ'eat risk to hi,mself was in keeDing ¥ i th the ~ighest Y:Yadi-
ti6na· ·of .. tne···uni teai 'Sta:te·a·:;Ne:v81:. 81h~v·i~oeC~\'; ~ ,:~-.., ,,:·_ .- ·· ;· 1. < :.· ,_, 

.:...~ ;-~ .-; .r .. ;.:-~~-.~: ,,__._.;~ ·-- .. _., --"-----'------''-· ._· -_- _--_:-' .:...· · _ _,.__,_, _,- ·~··, 
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"THE :FID:;,EZE ~ ON, " SAY SEABEES IN TEE TROPICS 

When. the men of t}?.e 3rd Special discovered that ice cream would be 
forthcoming i:f they could produce a freez.er·,_. they got busy. 

One ma~. chiseled off the head of' a big oil drum. . Another found a. 
smaller ~um, :r1tting it into- the large one with just enough clearance for 
brine. 

Discarded brass tubing was transformed into a cooling coil and 
brazed to an old steel shaft. Other parts were made of stu:f'f that, at 
home, the moat disreputable junk man would sneer at. ];'tr-sn after the machine 
had been assembled: and a metalsmith had polished and tin plated the whole 
thing, it sti ll looked like one of Rube Goldberg's weirder creations, 

But, as usual, the. Seabees knew what they were doing. Ten gallons 
of experimental ice cream mix were poured into the device and the juice turned 
on. That nig.~t the Fighting Builders had all the ice. cream they could .eat . 

---------- ----------- - - - - · ·----

. , 
,, )u11.r. ~--6' d 

• t • ..... 

http:freez.er
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FOUR SEABEES KILLED: FIVE MISSING, 78 INJURED IN AMMUNITION EXPLOSIOI'l 

Four Seabees were killed, f:t,ve were listed as missing and four of­
ficers and 74 e~i~ted men were injured when an ruw.ir,_ri i:;5 on dump exploded 
near a. dock where the :members of the Second Special .BattaJ...ion were loading 
cargo. 

Most of the .casua.lties involved were ope ... ators of the dock equip­
ment and those aboard ships in the immediate vicinity. 
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SEA.BEE DETACHMENT ADDS TO SEAEEE REPurATION 

Newly arri ved at a Southwest Pacific base, Seabees of the l007th 
pe~ohm.ent already have added to the Seabee reputation for mec·hanical ability 
~nd cooperation i n that area. 

Although·the bulk of their work has been the maintenance and re­
pair of trucks and heavy construction equipment, the 1007th also has been 
responsible for th~ speedy return to action of vitaily needed PT boats and 
amphibious craft. 

Even before their own shops had been erected the Seabee mechanics 
were busy assisting the men. of the PT base in overhauling and rebuilding 
marine motors. Eishteen erank:sha'ft~, normally retl.irned to the United States· 
f9~ repairs, were reground in the partially completed Seabee machine shop -· 
s:iX f~r .PT boats urgen~ly needed in operations. 

Bilge pumps fQr· t;Jevent;cen .i~e amphibious .trucks, used to trans­
port troops from ship to ·.ahor.e, .were reb~ilt with parts manufactured in the 
Seabee shop. 

--" Largely throueh -the efforts: of veldsrs~d~eiectri;i~ne of the 
1007th,. the Ship Repair Unit faced with a rush order to l:'eP!J.1l:' an LST bad­
ly damaged 1n action, was able to place the vessel back 1n service ahead of 
schedule·. ' -----~ .. - -- --~--- ___ _ ---- ___, 
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R~y .. :Bolger, famous ·eatirica-1 :dl:inc.~r, recently ·ret\li;ie(l: from a 
27,000 air•mile USO-Camp Show tour of the ~acific war theatre, relating · 
hie eJ(perie-ncea . a.t a press conference, l~udly .. praised the work of vartoue -
branches of the a.rmed _service •. '"one grou:p _in partic;ular--the Seab.ees11

• 

J'To me they (the Seabeee) represent the ·pioneer ep,irit of this : 
country," Bolger said. "They go in with the invasi.on troops and dig in, ·. 
building machine shops, welding~· Bhoiis, etc., underg!"Ound. ;They built an 
airstrip in thirteen days .~.t. one t~, 'imae-r bambing, working tventy•four 
hours a day. When El,l ::raid ';:occurred t~.y put out the spotlight anQ. we~t . 
under· ·c·over. · All ci~·M' . and they· Were °b8.ck out aga;i.n. They can unl~d 
ships"aoout« t'iv.~ time'!\ ·ae fast. a,s . a: human being is supposed tq do1 it 

" '' • • ,;; I • • • ' I • seems to me. ,, ... . _... · . · · . 
• 4 1 •. \. • 

·· . :. · Bolger, who was accompanied by Li·ttle Jack Little on the. tour, was 
a:tt·ire'd. in ·e, ·baggy. ·c~~~Uflag~ sui.1;~ dapple d in green and brown ll{ld wore ·a . 
Japaneoo av1~tor' e .h8rmet and, at the reque s·t of -~ photographers, place d 
a Seabea-made ':b.\lnting knife.: .. betwe~I,l Q.1.e teeth. · ------ . 
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ADD 30th KEB.9ES · 

Ywo more names have been add.ad to the growing list of 30th :Battalion 
~a.bees who have disregarded their own personal safety to save the lives of 
other~, accord.ins. ·to the camp publication, "Caribbean"~ 

When· Charles O'Brien, SC2c, was striken w:ith:.·.eevere a;ll.donnnal pains 
while on a mission with a detachment, Wil~i.~ .B. CookJ SF1~·, ~eis1 tatingly 
plunged into the tangle4 J1;mgle undergrowth to fight his way through -mile~ 
of almost impenetrable jungle and. mo~in to bring aid. A crasli 'boat was 
dispatched to the scene and (')•'Brien was ·brought to camp for the removal of 
~ii 'B.cute-ly irif lamed a~pendix. · 

Earlier- ni tlle ·month, ~.ouis Rodriguez, Cox, in chatge of a steel 
':iand.1ng barge, e-aved tw.o of hi~ . c~aaes from d?:own.ing in the same da.y • 

• ( ! ~r;.: .. · . .. . . -· .. -·" . . . . . . .. . .:. : ,, ..... 

,The ba~se , moored .0:f'f'anoi-i ;-~d badly. batt_ered b.1' heavy seas; needed 
the attention qf its crew. Ro-~i~e~·- and a -mate sta.r~ecf. to sw:tJn out to the 
vessel. Halfway out, 'hie· 1l!S.te.~a· ~trengtli failed against· the ··strong surf and 
tide, . although he was an expert sWimmer • . Rodrigu~z sensed thi'~ and got him 
safely back to shore::.: · · · · 

·- .. · - . .;"'., -

Later that day, ·RoclriSli~.z and pa.rt .. of hie , crew boarded the craft 
to make repairs. Two ir.en :from' a liberty boat which· Md pulled .al~aida 
decided to swim to shore-•with the same result for one of ' them. Again 
Rod,riguez plunged into the sea to effe 6t t~ l'eBCUe and bring the would-be 
SYimmer safely in. 

---

http:part,.of
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SANTA CLAUS IS GOING TO TOWN 
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Santa Claus adopted the "Can lb" spirit of tbe Seabeea this year 
in Yuletide greetings carried on the front page of the Christmas issue of the 
96th Battalion's "Trailblazer". 

According to L. H. Gee, the artist who dreamed up the idea, Santa 
has abandoned his sleigh and reindeer for a sturdier and more modern con­
traption. Because of the vast territory he has to cover to visit aJ.l the 
service men, Santa has equipped a bulldozer with wings and a propeller. 

"What Santa can't climb over or push over, he can fly over," 
"What Santa can't climb over or push over, he can fly over, " 
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SEABEE RIFLE CHAMP CHALKS UP PERFECT SCORE. 

Ken Shover of the 22nd ~ttalion, a former member of the Akron, 
Ohio, national Championship rifle squad, stopped traffic on the battalion's 

.firing range when he scored a neat possible 50. Shover put all ten ahote 
dead center on the bull's . eye • 

• 



.. .. -

Issue No. 8 
Page 14 
31 Dec. 1943 

"NAVY HONORED TO HA.VE YOU," SAYS TUNNEY OF SEABEES 

. ' "Without the Seabees, the :pr~ess o:f the Pacific campa::tgn would 
be at a eta.ndstill," vo-uched Commander Gene Tunney, former heavyweight 
boxing ·.c~i.on, speaking before a mixe.d group of Australians, regular 
Navy men; and Fighting "Builders, on a South Pacific "Ialand:..x". 

. -

Tunney said that he had travelled all over the Pacific area and 
- -. foUnd the Seabeea on the job everywhere. "The Navy should be honored'. to· 
~~h_ave you as :part of its branch of the se:i:vice,"~e concluded, _ _ ~-----· 



BIG THINGS -- SMAll SHOP 
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A portable ma.chine shop, measuring only six feet in width, twelve 
feet in length, and six feet in height, is being used by the 120th Battalion 
to tu~ out everything from small busl:µngs t o boom shafts for Caterpillar 
.c+anes·: 

Operated by Samuel P, Todd, MMJ..c, a machinist in civilian 11,fe for 
28 years, and IX>nald Gillespie, MM2c, a "green hand" with only 15 years of 
civilian experience, the shop has also produced machine gun lnOunta, thousands 

._ of anc~9r, . bolts . f9r Quona~t hut erection, and even spigots for beer _dia-
'.. pensers for. the Seabeef3. · 

- -·-------- - -----'--- .!----------- -----~----

,---·--------------~----------~--. 
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SF.ABEE SANT.AS CHEER NORTH AFRICAN TOTS 
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French· youngsters in Oran, North Africa, are happier today because 
enl.~~.sted men of' a Seabee battalion stationed at the :port remembered the 
spirit of ChristIDas. Far from their own homes, and n:any thinking of 
children of' their own, the Seabees used their evenings and spare moments 
to set up a Toy Work Shop. They turned out hup.dreds of Mickey Mouse dolls, 
L'onald Ducks, Po~ky Pigs, and other favorites for free distribution by 
the Navy to needy children in the area. 

-- --·----·------
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SHORT SPORT SHOTS 
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Chicago Bears won National Football League championship by­
hammering out 41-21 vi.ctory over Washington Redskins •. Sid Luckman had one 
of his most brilliant daye •• set new play-off mark by toasil"l(3 passes that 
accounted for five of Bears touchdmma .. Old Bronko Naguraki hit line for 
Bears' other score •. Andy Farkas bucked over for Redskins' first touchdown .. 
Sammy Baugh, injured in early part of game, returned in second half to toss 
two touchdown-producing aerials •• Redskins won right to play Bears for title 
by whaling New Yorfi: Giants 28-0 in play-off game necessitated when Giants 
tied 'Skins in Eastern Division league standings by scor1ng 31-7 victory 
over Redskins week previously •• Winning Bears received $1,135. 81 each and 
~ed.Bkins collected $745.60 apiece •. Sammy Angott, NBA lightweight champ won 
decision ov.er Bobby Ruffin, who recently outpointed N.Y. a~d Penn. champ, 
Beau Jack. ,Count Fleet, Mrs. John D. Hertz' three-year old, voted "Horse 
of Year" :1.n sportwriters and broadcaaters poll .. Sgt. Joe Louis, scheduled 
to go overseas to box for service men in all parts of world .• Baeketball 
season now in full swing .. Sa.mmy By-~d, former Yankee outfielder, placed 
second in Miami Golf Open .• Montreal continues to lead Pro Hockey League .. 
Joe Gordon, Yankee second baseman, notified club he will not play in 1944 .. 
intends to join armed services •. Boxing writers voted to give Eddie Neil 
Memorial Awa.rd to 4,019 pro boxers, living and dead, in armed services .. 
of service boxers, 18 have been killed in act:ton, 7 more died in line of 
duty, 9 are missing and 40 have been wounded •. Phil-Pitt Steagles took N.L, 
rushi!l6 title gaining 173 yards a gallle on average .. Frankie Frisch, Stan 
Musial, Dan Litwhiler, Hank Borowy and Di.xie Walker on tour in Aleutians 
shoving World Series f'il:m .• Preeident Ford Frick of National League asserts 
ba~eball will continue as long as teams can field 9 men •. Rutgers abandons 
inter-collegiate sports for duration •. Boston Red.Box led American League in 
fielding •• Bobby Xoerr, Sox second baseman set new league record for con­
secutive chances handled by a second baseman without an error,· accepting 
349 •. 0ther new American League fielding marks set by Milt ByrnesJ rookie 
St. Louis outfielder with .997 average .. Rudy York, r:etroit, who handled 
149 assists as first baseman .. Lou Boudreau, Cleveland manager, with most 
double plays handled by shorts.top, 122. ,Luke Appling, White Sox, won American 
League batting title .with .328 average .. lowest mark since 1908 .• Detroit led 
league in team batting.~Rudy York slammed out )4 home runs and batted in 118 
runs to lead sluggers. ,Washil'lgton1 a George Case stole 61 bases for his. fifth 
theft crown .• Bobo Newsom, recently traded to Philly, Berkeley Bell, tennis 
pro, Tommy Bridges, Detroit's veteran pitcher, and Joe Dobson, Red Sox 
hurler, inducted in Arm.y •• Connie Mack, Jr.,Clyde McCullough, Cub catcher, 
Hal White, Tiger pitcher, Slats Marion, Cardinal shortstop all called .• 
Mort Cooper, Cardir:al star hurler, rejected for military eervice .• Ben Chase, 
Navy right guard, elected Navy 1944 football captain •• Patty Berg, golfer, 
rated leading woman in sports by expert vote for AP. 

1 
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