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SEABEES ALFOST SHOVELED'ME INTO OCEAN, SAYS ADMIRAL HAUSEY

: £
RIS ey

"The Seabess were clearing a field and T hRad: to run most of the
time to keep from being shioveled. into the ocean," recalled Admiral W&iliam
F. Halsey, Jr., in a recent radio interview -during which -he sppke 01 the
Fighter Builders' ability to work under -pregsure, W

:'“ch the. Navy ever got along without the Seabees before I don't
know," Admiral Halsey gald’ in another part,of his talk, "...to my mind

(thay re) one of the outstanding organizaticns 1 this war.” . o

. “Deécribing. Seabee accomplishments, the Commander of the Souﬁh Padific
Force* and South Paalfic Area ‘went: on, "They go into a mass of jungle and 'in
no time flat turn .it.into Ddulevards and alrfields’ and: everything of the kind.
We have built and are ueing a number of. bnand neW'airfielda,hacked-out of; the
Jungles since the firet of July. I don't think you have an airport inEhe
United States that can compare with Munda. Thls has been accomplisheﬁ,ﬁincs

that place fell."

S
IH‘ Admiral Halsey also paid tribute to the Seabees' enlisted personnel,
"I ran into one man out “théve who: was a very efficient bulldozer operator,"
he said; "I watched him Dperating hie machine and -asked about, him, T was
told that ‘He-had. been a VBry sqdcessful coqtractor before the war, a man
who had comé up: through the Tranks, sta“ting ont as a bulldozer operator. When
the war come along, he joined the Seabees and there he was. shovellng dlrt

around, clearrng the way fo“ our forces to take OVer a nev. qirstrlp. ]
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SEABEES/BULLD BOUGAINVILLE AIRFIELDS, ROADS, AFEAD OFASSAULT TROOPS

"If you guys don't hurry up an&ﬁidkééiﬁatvcnuntryiwé?l1 p§#a'ths
field finfshed before you get there," Seabees chided Marines on Bougainville,
the Associated Fress reports. =

' The ~Pighter-Builders were returring from their job of’éﬁ??eying an
‘airfield site well.ln advance of American front linea. They had-been ahead
of the aseault forces for days.

When theiat%ﬁp, at the base. of a fuming volcano, was fiﬁ%lly securaq,
‘Japanesébﬁatrols;yeré'still close emough to capthre one of tha;Ngvy's ?attl;ng
.construction men. : " : L o

it ¥ (According to an official report, the Seabee bivouac area was 80O
“&lo8e 106 the Japanese lines that bulldozer operators and swrvey parties on
‘the strip had been harassed hy‘sniperszggﬁ one Seabee killedryitp%n t§§’
\ca’_mp.) A A R | = W : - 5 : ‘f’ e
The building of Piva Field, named after a river village of that
name, was accomplished with herolsm and utter disregard of danger, the
Assoclated Press dispatch continued. Once, tractors were leveling ground
wlthin a few feet of where a bomb disposal crew was digecing up a etring of
Japanese time bombs.

The 6,500-foot field for light and medium bombers, within less than
250 miles of Rabaul and only 850 miles from Japan's mighty naval base at
Truk, wag dedicated on Christmas Day and 1B in operation ageinst the enemy.;
~TIOW

Carved out of the heaviest of jungles, Piva Field was ready for
bombers less than six weeks after the Seabees brokes ground, The toughest
job was in pushing roads through the swamps to the airfield site, often
under Japanese firs. The Seabees showed little regard for battle lines.
At one time their roads vere 700 yards ahsad of the combat troops!
advance posts.

Piva is the second fileld the Seabees have completed on Bougainville.
The Torckina fighter strip of 4,200 feet, super-imposed on a swamp, has been
uged since December 12. .

The DMarines and Seabees on the island share a friendshlp sealed
under fire. '"Marine Drive" is a four'lane highway the Seabees built and
named in honor of their buddies. A slgn along the road reads, "To our very
good friends and able protectors, the fighting Marines, we dedicate this
highway." It had been erected by the Seabees.

A few days later, another sign appeared., This one read, "So when
we reach the isle of Japan, with our caps at a jaunty tilt, we wi%%lﬂpter
the city of Tokyo on roads the Ssabees bullt." ()
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AX-PACKING SEABEE GOES ON WARPATH

For shouldering an ax, tramping into the woods, and capturing a
Japanese soldier, Seabee Carl E, Hull, 46-year-old former policeman in San
Pedro, California, has been awardsd the Silver Star by Admiral Willism P,
Haleey.

Admiral Halsey described Eull ag "a hatchet-packin™ Seabee and a
worth nember of our South Pacific Jjungle-hacking, Jap-cracking all-services
team. "
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5.5, "SEABEE ONE" CASUALTY OF WAR; REPORTED "SHELL-SHOCKED"

The Japanese scored their first victory of the war over the Seabees
when, on November 9th, the 4b6th Battalion's dredge, "Seabee One", was forced
to withdraw from an engegement with the enemy and report herself "out of
action”. 28 o - =
The "Seabee One" had been busily at work in an old lagoon when the
pump sucked up a Japanese shell, which incongiderately exploded, wrecking
the pump completely and doing considerable other damage to the dredge.

Repair parts have already been ordered, the 46th reports, and the
"Seabse One", although presently suffering from shock, will live to fight
another day.
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CAMP FOR 6,000 BUILT IN 17 DAYS

"Impossible,"” was the first reaction when a Naval Operating Rase
received authorization on November 1%th to build a 6,000-man camp, wich &
deadline for completion to useable ceccupancy set at December lst,

But "imposeible" isn't in the Seabee dictionary, The 62nd and Tend
Battalions toock over. In 17 days, the job was done. During this stretch,
the Seabees clcared and graded approximately 30 acresy graded and surfaced
two miles of roads; laid 8,350 long feet of pipe; built 186 quonset hut
barracks and 22 quonset latrine huts, with sewer and water services to all
latrines; erected 3 frame C,P.0. quarters, 2 frame Bachelor Officer Quarters,
and 6 frame enlisted mens' barracks; a R.C. septic tank and dry wells with
a 6,000-man capacity; power services, poles, lines, transformers, etc., for
entire area; and installed all miscellaneous completion items, such as man-
holes, mess hall and galley, etc.
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JAPS HAVE NIGHIMARES AS SEABEES COMPLETE
THIRD FIELD IN BOUGAINVILLE AREA

Bruised and battered by American planes taking off from newly-built
airfields all about them, wobbling Japs at Rabaul dream of pink Seabees vhen
they menage to get a few minutes' sleep between Allied raids. .

Latest take-off point for bengeful Yank pilots is the Seabee-built
ailrfield on Treasury Island, 30 miles from Bougainville. Won from ths Japs
in November, and scene of Seabee Aurelio Tassone's now-famous one-man
bulldozer atteck on an enemy pillbox, Treasury Island is the newest of a
string of Beabee bases which, for all practical purposes, are eliminating

Rabaul as an enemy stronghold.
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NINTH SPECIAL CLAIMS RECORD

Unloeding 7,422 tons of oil drums in 285 hoursg of continuous
operations, an average of 26 tons per hatch hour, including all delays,
the Ninth Special has established what is belleved to be a new "Island F i

record.

To eliminate lost time in shifting trucks, the battalion used
specially built platforms, accomodating three trucks at each hatch.
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DARIN® SEABEE FIRE-FIGHTERS AND BOMB DISPOSAL PARTIES
PREVENT SERIOUS DAMAGE BY QUICK ACTION

Qulck action by the Officer-in-Ctarge of the First Special PBattalion,
and the effeectivensss and daring of Seabee fire fighting and bomb disposal
parties saved personnel and prevented serlous damage to equipment when a fire
broke out in an ammunition dump and exploding shelle sprayed the camp area with
shrapnel and blazing embers.

A smoldering fire in the dump, adjacent to the Seabee camp, suddenly
flared out of control and began setting off variocue caliber ammunitions, When
a persocnal survey by Commander William Yost, USCGR, revealed that there was
imminent danger to the camp and personnel, he immediately ordered the Seabees
to evacuate after securing emergency rationa and drinking water.

That portion of the battalion not on duty aboard various vessels
(where they remained all night) were assembled on the beach. Cots and
blankets were procured and a medical officer dispatched for mosauito
repellant since moat of the men were clad only in shorts.

Fourteen hours later, when the explosions had lessensed, fire fight-
ing parties under Lieut. F. G. Cameron, (CEC) USNR, Ensign Leon Stein,
(CEC) USMR, and Ensign H. L. Jones, (CEC) USNR, guickly extinguished all
fires. The fire fighters also helped to combat a huge conflagration in a
Marine Depot area nearby.

The Battalion was then returned to camp and a picked detachment,
headed by Ensign Jones, mwmoved all duds and unexploded detenatcrs which were
apread through the area.

Investipgation showed eleven tents, the supply area, laundry and
garage completely destroyed, and approximately 150 tents damaged beyond
repalr by tracers and shrapnel. However, no cagualtiee were suffered
by any of the Seabee persomnel. g




Issue No. 9
Page 4
15 Jan. 1944

ADMIRAL BYRD COMMENDS TWO SEABEES

Two Seabees of the 10l2th Detachment have received the commendation
of Rear Admiral Richard E. Byrd, USN (RET), Senior Member, Special Navy
Mission, for their "extraordinary performance" of duty in connsction with
an expeditiomary force to the South Pacific.

Lester K. Bermard, CCM:; and Fellx J. Rebito, CCM, were the men cited
by Admiral Byrd, famed Antartic :xgpplovor, whose commendation noted that
"hazards and difficulties were guzountsred that would not normell heva been
met with in the execution of (their) regular duties..” b e bt
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TIF FOR LETTER WRITERS

Try closing the mext letter home with "I'll Seabeeing you". The
phrase was first used by Commander Victor W. Buhr of the Tenth Construction
Regiment.



SEABREES JOY-RIDE IN SEA-GOING JALLCPY

Detachment 1007 is enjoying the ocean breezes in a moteor launch
which had been scrapped fmd was rebu;}i_:__]?y the Seabees from salvaged materials,
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SEABEES O GLOUCESTfP'AIRFIELDS AS MARTNES RCUT JAPS

Dauntless beabee outtallons moved into the Cape Gloucester ares
of New Britain Island tec rebulld two captured airfields immediately after #
the Marinee had won them earlier in.the day, the United Press reports from
AdvanCed Allied Eeadquarters in Hew Guinea. Ty
The meabees ipatched up- the battersd landing fields while the
Marines established defensive perimeters around their positions, and abortive
enemy attacks were repalsed the dispatch continues.

More than 700 Japancse (sad were counted. Remnants of the enemy
force-fled toward Tauali, four miles south of the airfialds

Reconstruction of the Cape Gloucester landing strips gives the Allies
1mnortant aiy bases only 275 miles uouthwest of Tthe wnemy stronghold of Rabaul.

&



SEABEES WHIP WILLIWAW TC SAVE SHIP AND CARGC —

Seabees oi the 45th Rattalion defied the fury of an Alsutian
“williwvew" to salvage more than 700 tons of urgently-necded suppliss and
50,000 gallons of fuel oil from.g grounded LST and then, after the furious
storm had subsided, made suff4cient emergency repairs to refloat the bat- S
tered vessel. el

The sea was calm and the day bright when the LST, heavily laden
with food, coal and conatruction. equipment and material, nosed onto the beach,
opened her huge doors and dropped her ramp. o

But the Aleutians, notorious for their changesble weather, lived =
up to their reputation. Almost before the first piece o equipmént-haﬂ g
splashed throuch the surf, the skies darkened and the "williwaw" struck.
Less than 100 of the &C0 tons aboard had been removed when the increasing
fury of the storm necessitated the closing of the LST's'doors. i

A fev hours later, the lines securing the ship to the beach part-
ed and the vessel, -her engines useless from the steady pounding of the heavy
geas, drifted helplesslyJ parallel to the shore, unt11 the roaring breakers g2
washed her aground.

S"ln&ln{ ;nto action immediately,  the Seabees ran a cable--secured
to a power ghovel on- the shore. erd~~to the ship. Tney rigged d-pulley &nd =
a box, about four by five feet and a f6ot 'and oneihalf deep, to ‘the cablas
A dozen Seabess plled.aboard and.rode over, the crashing breakers to the
vesgel where they started to unload the cargo by hand, etowing 1t into the

box and then hauling the box to ‘ghore.
At low tide, a motorized crane plunged into the surf along@ide

the LST and reached ite boom up for the deck cargo which it loaded aboard
trucks--standing hub-deep in the pounding surf,

In 88 hours--less time than it took to load the ship at ita home
port--all the remaining cargoc had bsen removed by bloeck and tackle and the
gsea-going "cherry-picker".

While the storm raged and the huge waves broke mast-high over the
’ battered LST, other Seabees continuously repaired damage to the ship-patching
bulkheads, repairing engines and generators and welding sections of the
damaged hull.

After the week-long storm had blown itself out, the skipper of the
ship decided it would be necessary to lighten his vessel by dumping his
= cargo of fuel oill into the gea since no oil tanks were available. The

Seabees, realizing the valus of the fuel oil, hurriedly constructed four
4,000 gallon tanks of plywood, caulked with cotton. The fuel oil was pumped
from the ship into the improvized tanke and then into steel drums. The
lumber used as "vhaling" was left uncut, so it could be used again in
regular conetruction.

(Yver)

— o
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Work continued unabated on the battalion's base-building job during
the entire salvage operaticn and despite the adverse weather and the extra
work load, the first main phase of the Job was finighed six days ahead of
schedule.

The salvage work of the Seabees was under the direction of

Carpenter F. H. Simon, (CEC) USNR, the battalion's waterfront officer. :
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HEROISM IN SHIP SINKING EARNS LEGION OF MERIT FOR SEABEE OFFICER

For swimming to the rescue of a drowning sailor, despite his own
gevere wounds, suffered when an LST on which he was aboard was torpedoed
in the Medlterranean, Carventer Ceorge G. Bothune, (CEC) USKR, has
been awarded the Legion of Merit in a personal rresentation by Navy

Secretary Frank EKnox.

The citation presented to Pathune read: '"For exceptionally
meritericus conduct in the performance of outstanding services while gseist-
ing, In the rescue of survivors of an LST after that vessel had been torpedoed
in the Mediterranean Sea. Thrown from the ship into the sea by the terrific
impact of the explosmicn, Carpenter Bethune observed nearby another crew
member who was struggling to remain above water, Realizing that the man was
about to drown, he unhesitatingly swam to the reacue despite his own severe
injuries and kept the distressed survivor afloat by by sharing a life Jjacket,
His heroic spirit of self-gecrifice in saving the life of another at great
risk to himself was in keeping with the highest traditions of the Unhited

States Naval Service."

)
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NAVY ADOPTS NEW PAY SYSTEM

A new pay plan, devised to assure payment promptly on pay day
of all monies due every officer and enlisted man and woman, will B
initiated by the Navy soon after Januery 1, 194k and will become effective
for the entire Navy on July 1, 194k,

With the rapid and enormous expansion of the Navy, the old system
had become ponderous. Sudden transfers of personnel and the possibility of
records becoming lost in transit through combat areas multiplied the likelihood
that more and more Navy men would be one or more moves ahead of their pay
agcounts.

Under the old system, when a men was detached from one station or
ship, a transfer pay account was prepared and sent to his new station
or ship. Before it arrived, the man might be ordered to still another place,
and 8o on. To tide him over, he could draw a temporary or emergency allowance.
This procedure usually left the man in doubt about his true financial status,
and dishursing officers were unable to act with finality.

Under the new system, a card record will be lssued for each officer
and enlisted man, carrying his name, identification, rank or rating, duty
pay {or himself and allotment and allowances for his family and all cther
information which the disbursing officer needs to establish the man's exact
pay status.

Thie pay record remaina in the custody of the disbursing officer
cr the commanding officer at the man's duty station. When the man is de-
tached, the record goes with him. The disbureing officer makes a notation
on the record to show what he has paid the man, who gives a signed recelipt
in return.

No matter where the ﬁan ig--at hls station, enroute, or newly re-
scued and not yet assigned to duty--he can present his eard and get paid on

ray day.

Every six months, a new pay record will be issued for each man, Any
change in pay commensurate with new rating, rank or duties ls sent promptly
to the disbursing officer at the men's stetion, and is noted on the reeord.
With the propser proof that a decree of divorce has been entered, a man may
have the disbursing officer withhold marital allotment without waiting for
the change to clear through the Field Branch, Bureau of Sypplies and Aecounts,
In Cleveland.

If the record is loat or destroyed, he can get a temporary duplicate
from the nearest disbursing officer and in a short time Qe will receive a
rermanent rgg}acgpgnt.r
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VOLUNTEER RESCUE PARTY SAVES LIFE OF STRICKEN SEABEE

Fighting a 70 m.p.h. gale and crewling long distances on hends and
knees in temperatures so low that water in their canteens turned to solid
ice and their foul weather gear froze stiff, a Seabee rescue party crossed
Unalaska Bay in the Aleutians and battered ite way through a mountain pass
to reach a mate stricken with acute appendicitis at a remote Army outpost.

Lt. A, B. Carson, (M.C.) USNE, Medical Officer attached to a Seabse
Battalion, selected five men with mountaineering experience to accompany
him, With the wind at 'williwaw" force, driving sleet reducing visibility
almost to zero, and savage waves rolling in from the Bering Sea, the doctor
and his party crossed the bay in a 50-ft. open motor sailboat. Then, in
total darkness, and harassed by the wind-whipped sleet, the men floundered
up the mountain pass through waist-deep snow.

Meanwhile Lt. (j.g.) E. G, Beard, Officer-in-Charge of Seabees
stationed at a near-by base, had started up the mountain accompanied by
—. another party of volumteers, Lt, Beard's group hoped to be able to break
trail and lccate the pass.

At mldnight the two parties met. Some of the Seabees who had come
with Lt. Beard and who were originally scheduled to turn back after reach-
ing the pass, asked and were granted permission to o on with the Doctor
and his original group.

The reinforced rescue party pushed on, but soon after midnight
lost its way in the bleak arctic wastes. The Seabees' gogiles were
covered with layers of frozen sleet, Tearing off the glasses in order to
see, the men were nmearly blinded by the stinging particles. ZEven the Very
pistols carried for signalling purposss were uselegs; they could not be
set off.

Hours later, the Seabees fought their way through the mountain
pasa, down the farther gide of the mountain, then across a narrow, taper-
ing spit o land dividing a fresh water lake from the Bering Sea. At the
end of the spit, they floundered across a crude dbridge of slinpery logs
and found themselves at Cape Wislow, the Army outpost where their fellow
builder lay writhing in pain,

The Doctor rested for an hour, unpacked his surgical equipment,
all of which had been carried over the pass, and performed the operation,

Today another Seabee owes his life to the courage and self-
— sacrifice of his mates.
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TAKE IT FROM THE MARINES!

Cn "Island X" in the Caribhean, a young Marine, Just out of boot,
tossed off some remarks about "those crummy looking Seabsea,”

A couple of Fighter Bullders, standing within hearing, wers about
to go into action, when a Marine Sergeant beat them to it,

“"Listen, boot," he tock down the recruit, "you are pretty new in
this outfit and you don't know what these 'crummy Seabees' have done around
here, so you had better keep your trap shut! They are friends of ours and
we respect them as good workers and good guys!"

"Thanks, Sarge," srote "Buzzinf_Briefs", the Seahee newspaper which
first reported the story, "a compliment from a Marine is worth three from

almost anybody else," L P e
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MUNDA SEABEES USE MINE DETECTCR IN SAWMILL

Disgusted at continual breakdowns in the sawmill because shrapnel
in the timber had been Jammlng the works, a Seabee logging and lumber. crew
at Mupda 18 now using a mine detector on all logs to locate metal defore
the wood 1s fed to the s&w.

&)
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THOUGHT FOR RETIRED SEABEES

We've just heard about the two o0ld sailors who retired after 30
years of service, and bought a small saloon in a country town. The plaee
was being painted inside and was closed for that purpose. After a few
days the villagers gathered outside the place and one of thetn knocked
at the door. A window opened. A sailor leaned out and asked them what
they wanted,

'"We want to ¥now when you're going to open up.”

"Open up?" replied the sailor, "What do you mea.n open up? We
bought the saloon for ourselves!”
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"JOIN JUNIOR SEABEES," MARINES INVITED BY 20TH

Men of the 20th Battalion erected a sign inviting Leathermeck
neighbors to "Climb on the 20th Randwagon" and "Get your Junior Seabee
Badge Today". The Marines, who receive chow at the Seabees' mess hall,
were advised that after serving with the the battalion for three monmths they
were entitled to wear a "Junior Seabee Badge'".

The Fighter Builders had & picture of the badge on the sign too.
It was similar to the . "Junior G-Man Badge" youngsters in the States get
for saving box-tops.
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SEABEE COCK FILLS IN FOR CHAPLAIN

-The old 'Can Do' splrit ecatinues to turn up in the most amazing
vays. With the 88th Battalion's (haplain away from camp one Sunday re-
cently, Seabee Marvin W. Lantz, Sf3c, condueted the complete Protestant
Services. Before he Joined the Seabees, Lamtz was minister of the Greea
Valley Methodist Church, Bridgeport, West Virginia, An energetic individual,
he managed to hold down another Job at the same time as a crame operator
and graphite loader of electrical furnaces for the Clarksburg works of
the National Carbon @ompany.

The 88th also boasts a Machinist's Mate 2¢c who doubles as a radilo
amnoumcer, Seabee Blll Beard, who broadcasts the news at the camp theatre,
was for twenty months a full time announcer for WLBJ, a Mutual station at
Bowling Green, Kemtucky, Beard is a public figure iIn his home state,
having served three sessions in the Kentucky legislature. He volunteered
for service with the Seabees in the middle of a texrm that doesn't expire

until next Jgpuary, - = =
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B, e JACKPOT!?

When- qnn@unneﬁent of the naﬁrfgmily alloqune acale was made
recently, William S. Tripp, Flc, of the 53rd Battalion started counting
~-up the chips and didn't stop until he reached $311.60, his néw monthly
wage from Ungle Sam, Tripp has a.wifa and.niu@-ohildren.
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CBMU 516 --"JACKS OF ALL TRADES"
' Engased primarily in the maintenance of a South. Atlantic base,
the Seabees of CBMU 516 often have been called upon to provide asgist-
ance to our allies and have answered always in true Seabee fashion,

Three Seabees were flown to another island and uging more than
6000 pounds of explosives, with equipment they were forced to devise
themselves, blasted coral reefe in the bay which had been endangering
the pontoons of seaplanes and amphiblous alrcraft.

. When an sllied aircraft carrier developed engine trouble after
leaving .Its drydocks, and, civilian workers were not availlable, -Seabees
went aboard to meke repairs. Four machinists and one interpreter remained
_on the ship as it salled towards its “"Island X" to assure emergency re-

pairs if necessary. z : E i it
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SEABEES QUICK REPAIR WORK SAVES LIFE OF'COAST GUARDSMAN

3 Goast Guardsman, so critically injured Be could not be moved

% out of 4R oxygen tent in a civilian hospital near CBMU 516's South Atlantic

':-n'-

- .,\1

base, is alive.today through the quick work of two Seabees-I. F. Fredrickson,
. Wrlg; WEukhsha, Wiac., and Henry Itzkow, EMlc, Albany, 8. ¥ = GH

"t_l

the‘oxygan tant 8 cdﬁi@ng and electrical apparatus falled Although neither

of the men had ever sesn a tent of its type before, they repaired it

quickly and hospital a;$enﬂants had the Coast Guardsman back in the tent
within an hour.



Issue No. 9
Page 10
15 Jan. 1944

SEABEES EMERGENCY REPATRS SAVES SEAPLANE TENDER

A United States seaplane tender which was beached after sustaining
a Japanese torpedo hit, has been returned to service largely through the
effectlve emergency repairs a.nd ingenuity of Seabees on duty In Alaska.

The warship took the ‘torpedo in the stern while lﬁing in &% "
Alaskan bay and was beached when.its motor falled. Seabees, flown tb the
scene from shore mstallatlons 2 patched up the ,Bhip and floated her to an

Alagkan naVal base.
Here the Seabees went to work In earnest. Working 24 hours a day,

they welded and riveted, installed beams and stiffeners and plugged the
gaping holes with parts of a dismantled hangar and pieces of oil drums.

After the emergency repairs were completed, the tender headed
south and, after weathering a severe storm, arrived safely at a mainland
base where it waes fully repaired and returned to duty. =
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SEABEE BAKER ASKS ADVICE

The "News Service'" ordinarily doesn't run a question and answer
department, but a recent query from a Seabee baker is too good to keep.
The story goes that C, N. Zawacki, Bkr. 3¢, of the 129th, reportsd that.he
was going to bake a cake for a mate in the brig, but had lost the recipe.
What puzzled him was whether he should put in the file and saw after the
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"ISLAND X" BARBERS PROMISE SEABEES "GOOD CLIPPING"

Open for business after a hectic beginning, the Seabee tonsorial
parlor on a South Pacific "Island X" offers de luxe sert}ce complete even
to after-shave lotion and "Lucky Tiger" hair tonic.

When barbers C. R. Rudolph, Slc, and M. M. Middleton, Slc, first
of fered their services they had only two wooden barber chairs, hastily built
from specifications based on an estimated average Seabee waist-to-head
measurepent, The sclssors-snappers soon dlscovered theily anatomic
calculations did not fit their clientele, for most of them were not average.
Two months of assuming the posture of Russian ballet dancers when cutting
the hair of tall men, and that of a hunchback on the short, called for
drastic action.

The frantic barbers, rummaging through salvage depots, found two
hydraulic jacks, a seat from a jeep, and one from a plane. Also, plenty
of scrap iron.

Then D. A. Conrad, SFlc, bent, twisted and welded the Jjunk collection
into comfortable, adjustable chairs. Rudclph and Middleton say they
intentionally omitted headrests and chrome trim on the chailrs Jjust so

their customers wouldn't forget they still were on "Island X".
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ANOTHER SEABEE GREETS SON ON "ISLAND X"

"Quit your kidding", laughed Seabee Louis Crow, CM3c, of the 120th
Battalion, when a mate told him that Crow's son, Ronald, was looking for
him outside.

But Ronmald, 22, a Yeoman l¢ on board the U.S.S. ----, was really
there. His ship had dropped anchor and he had besn sent ashore on a special
mission. When he learned that his dad's battalion was stationed gt the port,
he started looking. The reunion wag the firet time Crow, Sr., had seen his
gon since February, 1941,
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BIRTHDAY CAKES GREET &3RD SPABEES

Birthdays donot go unnoticed on the 63rd Battalion's "Island X".
At the request of Commander Frank Highleyman, Officer-in-Charge, every
Seabee receives a luscious cake, covered with icing and inscribed with his
name and a "Happy Birthday" areeting.

The idea is a ireal morale-booster for the Seabees. The spirit of
comradeship the cake carries with it goes a long way toward meking up for
a birthday spent far from heome.

The battalion's bakers already have already placed 258 cakes on

the speclal birthuaJ racx in the chow hall and now are averaglng three a day.
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5hTﬁ PACKS BIG PUNCH IN FIGHT AGAINST MALARIA

In World War 1, the British and German armies in Macedonia faced
each other for three years, unable toadvance because of malaria,

7The same health-shattering malady threatened the men of the 3k4th
ttalion when they landed on their "Island X".

With the ieland's swamps and jungles breeding places of disease-
carrying mosquitoes, the battalion's malaria-control men swung into action.
They dug and dynamited ditches, clesared the jungle of undergrowth, and burn-
ed off marshes.

Deep drainage canals, flushed daily by the tides, were dug in the
swamps. HEducational bill-board campaigne weore placed throughout the camp.
And ‘disciplinary action was taken against men found with their sleeves
rolled up after dark, or not sleeping under a mosguito net.

The Seabecs' anti-malaria campaign got results; the number of new
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BUILDERS MAKE BEELINT FOR FELINES

"They're the cat's whiskers," was more than an idle phrase when used
to describe the Christmas toys made by 120th Battalion Seabees for totg
on "Island X". ; '

The industrious toymakers, short of paint brushes, corralled three
cats and systematically sheared off enough hair from their backs to provide
tips for the number of brushes nseded. - Unmoved by the Christmas spirit,

the cats have been avolding Seabees ever since.
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10YH BATTALION MARKSMEN TOP MARINES

Seabso pistol experts are winning regularly over blg league
competition.’ Tatest victors are the 10th Battalion's markomen, who re-
rort a decision over the Marine team stationed on their "Island X".

8
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. WAR REUNITES ORPHAN.- BRO”EERS

Separated seven yeaw*s a.f;o in an QOhio orph&na@s, Philip and Robexrt
Baker, now serving in difievenmt branches of the armed services, wWers re-
sirned to waiting untll aftid the war for a #6union, But when Eobert, a
Technical Sergeant in the Afmy, arrivéd at Bls overesas destination, brother
Pnilip; Slc; attachad uo tne lOth Séabees, was ‘waiting to greet him.

R
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oo IvIAE’INES UCITE" SEAFEE r@ss CHIEF

In a humorous imitation of: an OffLG al cﬁmmendation, a "bunch - .

of U S. Marines" have "cited" Chief Gerry Shﬂw, ok nC" of the enllsted ;

man's mess .of a Seabee batltalion serving with ths Marines at Bougainville; -

for the ™many deliclous meals prépared Ly your galley under the most :
di;licult ¢clrcumstances, .and conammsd by us. in your mess hall™.. . ¢

?" < Descrzbin the Chief as & "man With caﬂ hllJtiea, an imagination,
“and the Inack for prej ar;ng food in such a manmer that it ple ases a "bunch
of - hungyy marines", the commsndation“ was gigned by the Marlne "customsrs

who "patronized" the mess.
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SEABEE HHERP“ETEBS Al‘D NAVAL IN‘IELLIGENCE
The Fignuer Build.ers » who wlll tacxcle any assignment, took on: ‘
" another: unusual job.recently. When Base Naval ;Ipadquar‘tsrs on "Island X"
“called fo: volunteers who could spyeek Fugeian, the two men who ste*:ped to
the front were Ses,bees Mike Salon gen and Eyroslau Motluck.
'temporarily aseigned to 8 Walﬁhlp on & scouting crulee,

The men wvere
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SHORT SPORT SHOTS

" Football favorites had tough going in New Year's Day Bowl games.
Approximately 272,000 spsctators, in seven stadiums, watched the 1944 sports
season launched on a trend of upsets. Bigiest upset occurred in the Rose
Bowl where University of Washingtcn, 5% to 1 pre-game favorite, waas over-
whelmed by University of Southern California, 29 to 0. Viectory preserved
Trogans record of never having been beaten in geven Hose Bowl games, and
held Huskies victoryless in four starts in Pagedena classic..Louisiana
State provided upset at Orange Bowl by scoring 19-14 victory over Texas
A. & M...Georgla Tech came from behind in last guarter to score 20-18 tripmph
over Tulsa University in Sugar Bowl., University of Texas and Randolph
Flyers battled to 7~7 deadlock at Cotton Bowl..East West Shrine game also
ended in tie with 2 to 1 favored West team lucky to hold Fast to 13-1% score.
Fagt-West game, incidentally, founded and orginated by Commender E. J.
Spaulding, CEC, Bureau of Yards and Docke, formerly head of Seabee re-
crulting. .Southwestern University of Texas defsated New Mexico University,
7-0 at Sun Bowl.. First 01l Bowl game at Houston gsay Southwestemn Louigiana
Institute bowl over Arkansas A. & M., 24-7,.More than 10,000 American and
British servicemen, civilians watched  Strong Navy eleven whip Army 19-0
in Lily Bowl game at Bermuda..National Football league reportedly ready to
push westward to Los Angeles and San Francilsco..Captain John E., Whelchel
replaced by Captaln Charles O. Humphreys as director of athletics at
Naval Academy..Fred Apostoli, BMlc, honored as "Boxer of the Year" in annual
ratings of the The Eing magazine..Charley Keller, New York Yankees' outilelde
cormissioned Ensign in U.S. Maritime Service..Lonnie Frey, Cincinpatl Reds,
get new National Leagne fielding mark leading ell second baseman with 974
average..Danny Litvhiler, with Phillies and Cardinals, set new all-time
record for outfielders, rumning his consecutive errorless chances streak
to 189 games,.also led outfisldsrs For second straight year with .996.,

Howie Pollet, Cardinals, inducted in Mid-July, headed hurlers with earned
run average of 1.75, lowest mark gince 193%3..Ace Adams of Wew York Glants
set new league rscord by appearing in seventy games..Mori Cooper, Cards;
Elmer Rlddle, Hedsji and Trueit Sewell, Pittsburgh shared honors for most
games won with twenty one victories apiece..Sewsll alsc hurled the most com-
plete @ames, twenty-five..Johnny Vander Meer, Reds, fammed 174 to retain
leagusts gfrike-out crown..also gave most bases on balls, 162..Lightweigat
Champion Beau Jack won easy 10 rounder cover Lulu Cestantino at Madison Sguare
Garden. .Bob Montgomery won his second victory over Joey Peralta in fast 10
round bout at Detroit..Johnny Rucker, outfielder agreed to terms with
Giants..Hal White, Detroit, inducted in Navy..Babe Dahlgren of Phillies
traded to Pirates for Catcher Babe FPhelps and cash,.Vern Stephens, St.

Louis Brown's shortstop, classified 1-A..Emil "Dutch” Leonard, Washington
knuckle-baller, also 1-A..First Lieut. Alan Grant, 1941 captain of

I11linois basseball team, killed in plane crash.
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