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Through the skill and devotion to duty of their armed 
forces of all branches in the Midway area our citizens can 
now rejoice that a momentous victory is in the making.

It was on a Sunday just six months ago that the Japanese made 
their peacetime attack on our fleet and army activities on Oahu. At that time they created heavy damage, 
it is true, but their act aroused the grim determination of 
our citizenry to avenge such treachery, and it raised, not 
lowered, the morale of our fighting men.

Pearl Harbor has now been partially avenged. Vengeance will not be complete 
until Japanese sea power has been reduced to impotence. We have made substantial progress in that direction. Perhaps 
we will be forgiven if we claim we are about midway to our objective!
The battle is not over. All returns have not yet been received. It is with 
full confidence, however, that for this phase of the action the following 
enemy losses are claimed: two or three carriers, and all their aircraft, 
destroyed; in addition one or two carriers badly damaged and most of their 
aircraft lost; three battleships damaged, at least one badly; four cruisers 
damaged, two heavily; three transports damaged. It is possible that some 
of these wounded ships will not be able to reach their bases. One of our 
carriers was hit and some planes were lost. Our personnel casualties were 
light.

This is the balance sheet that the Army, Navy, and Marine forces in this area offer their country this morning.
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Chester W. Nimitz, Commander in Chief Pacific (CINCPAC) 

shown here exiting an aid station on Midway Island during a 

tour following the battle.


