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: Cormanding Officer and Commander Task Unit 95.1.1
To: Chilef of Naval Operations

Via: (1) Commonder Task Group 95.1

(2) Commander Task Force 95

(3) Commander SEVENTH Flset

(4) Commander Naval Forces, Far fast
(5) Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet

DOD DIR 5200.10

Subj: Astion Raport 14 May through 21 Moy 1953; submission of

Ref: (a) Art. 0705 Navy Regulations
(b) OPNAV INSTRUCIION 3480.4
(c) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3480.14
{(d) C1G 95.1 OgOrder 2-52 pip h52s

Encl: (1) Sample Air Scheduls =4,/ /
(2) Veather Summary — L,/

1. In accordance with referencee (a) throuzh (d), the action report of
Task Unit 95.1.1 for the period 14 Moy through 21 May 1953 is submitted,
The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. BAIROKO (CVE-115) was Commander Task
Unit 95.1.1 from 2100 14 May until 2100 21 May 1953,

2, This report is divided into six parts, as follows:

Part I - General Narrative.

Part II - Chronological Ordar of Events.

Part TII - Remarks on performance of ordnance, material, and equip-
ment, including ammunition expenditures,

Part IV -~ Summary of own and epsmy battle damage.

Part V -~ Personnel performance and casualtiss,

Part VI <« Special comments on doctrine and operatiocnal procsdures.

3. Information concerning aircraft performance is contained in greater
detail in the Naval Alr Warfars reports for M.y 1953, submitted by VMA-
312, in accordance with OFNAV INSTRUCTION 3480,1.

PART 1 ~ GANERLL NATRATIVE

(4) During the period L, May through 21 May 1953, the U.S.S. BAIR0KO
(CVE~115) under the command of Captain L. T. MORSE, USN, 62712/1310, with
Marins Aircraft Squadron VMA-312 embarked, oporated as part of the U.S.
SEVENTH Fleet in Task Forco 95, under the operational comirol of
Commanday Task Group 95.1, The Commanding 0Oificer, U.5.S. BaIROKO
(CVE-115) was Commander Task Unit 95.1.1 from 2100 14 May to 2100I 21
Moy 1953. At this time, the command of the Tadk Unit shifted to the
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Commanding Officer of the HMS OCZiN. During this reporting period, Task

Unit 95.1.1 consisted of the U.S.S. BAIHOKO (CVE-115) and a daily mascimum
of four (4) United Nations escort vessels, The following ships operated

in Task Unit 95.,1.1 during this patrol:

HMS COSSACK (DD-57) U.S.5. THOMAS (DIR-883)
HCS CRUSADER (DD-228) U.5.8. HIGBEE (DD~006)
U.5.5, SOUTHERL.ND (DD-743) U.5.5. [LYIOR (DDE-468)

Normally, only three ships were available for screening purposes daily,
since the fourth ship was provided nightly to CIU 95.1.2 for patrols along
enamy hold coastline.

(B) Mission, To aid in enforcing the blockade of the Yost Coast of
Korea, south of Latitude 39° 35! N., to prevent ingress or egress, mining,
or supply or reinfor¢ement by sea; to aid in the defense of the occupied
‘est Coast islands, to provide air suppert to U.N. Haval Forces, and to
contribute to the interdiction effort against anemy land forces,

(C) The U.S5.5, BAIROKO (CVE-115) sailed independently from Sasebo,
Japan at 0800I 14 May as dirvected by CTG 95.1 dispatch 130515Z of May. At
0900L, the HMS COCKADE joined the formation to act as ¢scort until ron-
dezvous with HMS GLORY that evenings Icw ceilings in area George, and
instrument flying weather at Itazuke Air Force Base, forced eancellation
of the firing exercises schaduled for 1000I. 4t 2100I the Commanding
Officer of the U.S.S. BAIROKO (CVE~115) assumed the duties of CTU 95.1.1.
Rendezvous was effected with the HMS GLORY at 21251 and the HMS COCKALIE
was detached to accompany her to Sasebo, HMCS CRUSAIER and the U.S.S.
SOUTHERLAND jeined the Task Unit at 00381 15 May.

(D) At 05301, 15 May, the Task Unit commsnced dawn to dusk air cper-
ations, operating in the vieinity of 37° 30f N, and 124° 30! E. and re-
tiring southward during the night. The position of Pt. Obca, normally
located about thirty five (35) miles off the coast of North Kerea, was
changed daily to redace the flying tims to the target area and to avoid a
consistent morning positicn. Nomally, eight (8) launches were made
daily at cne hour and forty five minnte intervals, with six (&) aireraft
in each launch. & two (2) plane CAP was provided on each launch and the
four (4) strike airceraft flew missions as assignod. One flight of four
(4) cireraft was assigned daily to CTU 95.1.2 for TARCAF while the re-
maining flights attacked pre-briefed targets. A conference was held oach
day around 1700 to revisw the results of the days strikes and to discuss
tho noxt day's scheduls., On the 16th of Moy, U.S. Army members of the
Fifth Partisan Infantry Regiment flow aboard by C.0.D. aircraft, to brief
all personnel concerned in preparation of close air support for a raid to
be conducted at dawn on the 18th.
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(E) Flying weather was good during this patrcl with the exception of
one and one half (12) days when rain, fog, and low visibility curtailed
operaticns. On several occasions, haze conditions cver the target area,
‘made effective target detormination diffieult. 4 more detailed weather
summary is included as enclosure {(2).

(F) No indication of inercased military activity was evident during
this pericd. Attempts by the cnemy to transport personnel and material by
water were un-reported, therefore no offert was requested nor expended to
curtail such activitics. Aireraft reconnaissance and intelligenco received
from other sources indicated no concsrted effort on the part of the enemy
to attack the U.N, centrolled islunds off the Korean Yost Coast. Howgver,
isolated and relatively small concentrations of trocps throughout the area
were hit as soon as thelr preschce was indicated. (onsiderable cvidence of
new installations of eccastol defense weapons in the Tacdong Estuary was
reported. Three (3) emergoncy TARC.PS ware requested by Task Unit 95.1.4,
to suppress shore fire originating from uncharted gun positions, All
targets of military significance in this area are oxbremcly well camou-
flageds No movement cf men or material was noted during daylight hours.
Three (3) flights, which supplied close air suppert for Partisan raids,
were the only aircraft to sight trocps and military vehiclos moving during
this period in the area south of the Tasdong Estuary. In the area sur-
rounding the Taedeng Estuary, censiderable buildup of coastal defanse
artillsry was evidencod by the increased fire on patreliing vessels from
caves along tho ehemy coastlines, Scrties in this arsa were conducted to
conform with Fifth Adr Forcc Sabre sweops and were limited accordingly,
Censiderable flak was encountered during these missions.

(G) Wo cnemy aircraft were encountered by aireraft of Task Unit 95.1.1
during this patrol. Although casualtics to enemy troops were inflicted,
no accurate assessmont can be mads at this time. Iatoer Partisan reports
ars exgected to supply some cf this information., Part II of this report
combains a flight-by-flight assessment of damage inflicted. The following
summary is an itemized listing of damage submitted for casy reference:

LARGEL LAMAGED DESTROYED
Buildings 15 120
Gun Positions 5 6
Suppiy Shelters 4 24
Warehouscs 1 1
Gun Caves &

Revetted Buildings 2

Read Bridges 1

Tractors 1
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(H) Alreraft of this unit were airborne frem dawn to dusk ecech day
when weather permitbted. VMa~312 pilota flew an average of twe (2) sorties
per day. 4 summry of hours and gcerties flown is included below.

TYPE NO._SORTLES HOURS
Cab 72 147.2
Strikes 11 213.6
Armed Rocoo, 25 49,6
NGS 2 3.6
TARCAE 20 37.9
0.5 25 .
Total: 255 505.%
LART 1T - CHRONOLOGIC.L ORDER OF EVENIS

34 Hay,
0600 Underwzy from Bucy 18, Sasebo.
0900I Rendezvoused with the HMS COCK..IE.

10001 antl-aireraft firing scheduled for this time was cancelled when

unfavorable flying conditions at Itazuke AFB prevonted the tow plane
from effecting the rendezvous,

12321 Four (4) Squadron aireraft from Itami AFB were rec~vered.

2100I Captain L. {, MORSZ, USN, 62712/1310, Commanding Officer, U.S.S.
BAIROKO {CVi~115) zssumed command of Task Unit 95.1.1.

21251 TRendezvous with the HMS GIORY was effected, and the HMS COCKALE
was detached to escort her to Sasebo, The U.S5.5. H. J. THOMAS
(DDR-883) was detached by the GIORY at this time to act as escort
for the BAIROKO.

15 May

00381 The U.S.S. SOUTHERL:ND (DIR~742) end HMCS CRUSLIER (DIE~228)
rvendozvoused with the fommation enroute to arca Nan,

0530 Commencod air operations. Launched event "A" ccnsisting of six
{6) F4U's., The four (4) siriie aircraft were assigned the primary
target of gun positions on the shoreline of Taedong Bay. The
pilots reported that the gun positions were hit, but nc damaga
assamont was reported.
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Launched event "BY cunsisting of six (6) F4U's. Tho four {4) strike
aireraft ware assigned a troop concentraticn in a village near Hasju
2s a primary target. This target was bombed and a road bridge
leading intc the village was damaged. No farther asscssment of the
damage was mada,

Launched event "CY, ccnsisting of alx (6) F4U's, The four (4)
strike aircraft were assigned the Han River recco. as a primary
mission. The flight destroyed two, and damaged one revetted
building in the Haeju area, and destroyed two and damaged onc
building on the South Coast of Taedong Bay.

Launched event "D*, consisting of six (6) FiU's. Tha four (4)
strike aircraft attacksd a truck park North of Hasjus The area was
woll covered with bombs and napalm, but no damage assessment was
made,

Dotached the HMCS CRUSADER wo procesd on Whitbread patrol.

Launched event “EY, consisting of six (6) F4U's, Tho four (&)
strike aircraft were assigned to Task Unit 95.1.4 as TARCAT. The
flight attacked gun positions in the Tasdong Estuary. No damage
assgssment was made, however, the pilots reported the nositions
well covered by their attacks.

HiS COSSACK rejoined the formation from "hitbread patrol.

Launched avent "F", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4)
strike aircraft attecked a troop concentration northeast of
Choppeki Point and destroysd ten (10} buildings.

Launched svent "G", consisting of six (6) F4UTs. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a troop concentration on the coast socuth
of Cho~do and destroyed four {4) buildings.

Launched event '"H", consisting of six (6) FLUfs. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a rail bridge north of Haeju and inflicted
ons (1) railcut.

Task Unit 95.1.1 retired on a scutherly course for the night re-
turning to conduct day air operations at 05151 the following day.

The U.S5.S. SOUCHERLAND (DIR-742) was detached for fueling.

Launched event MA", consisting of six (&) F4U's, The four {(4)
strike aircraft attacked a village housing troops in the Cho-do
arsa. Eleven buildings were dsestroyad in this buildup area and an
undetermined number of casualtises were inflictad on acnemy troops.

5
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O710I TIaunched event "B", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4)
strike aireraft conducted a Hanchon recco. & troop concentration
north of Chinnampo was attacked and nine (9) buildinge wers des-
troyed., Two (2) gun positions in this area were damaged,

08151 The U.S.S. SOUTHERLAND rejoined the formation,

O900L Launched svent "C¥, consisting of six (6) F4U's, The four {4)
strike aircraft attacked a road bridge east of Choppeki point. The
bridge was not damaged, but two (2) road cuts were inflicted,

0930 HMCS CRUSADFR rejoined the formation from Vhitbread patrol.

1000 The U.S.S HIGBIE (DDR-806), joined the unit and relieved the U.S.S.
SOUTHERLAND (DDR-742), vho was dstached to COMIESRON-5 to proceed
s he directed.

10451 Launched event "D, consisting of eight (8) F4U's. Two (2) air-
craft were assigned to Task Unit 95,1.2 for the purpose of pgun-
fire spotting, The four (4) strike aircraft sttacled gun posi-
tions in caves along the coastline south of Choppeki point. Seven
(7) small buildings were destroyed and two (2) caves were closed
by bombing.

1200I The U.S.S. THOMAS (DIR-883) was debached to proceed on Vhitbread
patrol.

12301 Launched event "EM, consisting of six (&) FAU's. The four (4)
strike aireraft conducted a Han River recco. A troop concertra-
tion in a village ab the mouth of the Han River was attacked.
£leven {11) buildings were destroyed in the attack.

14151 TLaunched event "F", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four {4)
strike aireraft attacked a transformer west of Hasju. Six thousand
(6000) pounds of bambs were delivered in the atbtack with an
aasessment of anly slight damage to the transformer reportad.

1600I Launched event "G¥, consisting of six (6) FLU's. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a command post in the Tagdong Bay area.
Slight dwmage was inflicted, The position proved to be well en-
trenched and flak was quite intense.

17451 Launchsd event "HY, consisting of six (6) FLU's. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a troop housing area south of Haeju. No
damage assessment was made,

19301 Task Unit 95.1.1 retired on a southsrly course for the night, ro=
turning to conduct day air operations at 0515 the following day.
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05451 launched event "A", consisting of six (&) F4U's, The four (%)
strike aireraft provided close air support for the Fifth Partisan
Regiment. Under positive control of the ground obsaervers, the
flight destroyed four (4} mortar positions and closed one (1)
cave. The assault area was a peninsula north of Kyodong-de in
the Han River Estuary,

06591 L.unched aevent "B", consisting of four (4) F4U's, to relieve the
close air support cireraft on station. This flight knoecked out
one (1) gun position that was firing on the Partisan withdrawal.
North Korean troops wers strafed and bombed repeatedly by the air-
craft, Flak was light but acourste over the assault area.

0812I ILaunched event "C", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4)
strike aireraft provided close air suppert for the final stages
of the Partisan raid, The flight expended its remaining ordnance
on "littls Moscow", tho Communist party headguarters in the sssault
area,

09271 Ilaunched event "D', consisting of six (6) F4U's, Four {4) strike
aireraft were assigned to Task Unit 95,1.4 as TARCAP, The air-
craft mads repeated runs on gun positions in the Taedong Estuary.
Flak was encountered and no damage asssssment was made.

1040 All airbome aircraft wore diverted to K~6 for landing, A rapidly
forming fog forced cancellation of air operations.

1200 The U.S.8. THOMAS (DIR-683) rejoined the formation from Vhitbread
patrol. The U.5.5. HIGBEE (DIR-806) was detached to procsed on
Whitbread pabrol. '

18 May

10551 Ths eleven (11) aircraft diverbed the previous day departed K~6 to
attack a command post, supply depot and troops quartsred in a
village in the Choppeki Point area, Eight (&) buildings were des~-
troyed in the target area.

1230I The U.S.S. HIGBEE (DIR-£06) rejoined from Whitbread patrol.

12531 Seven (7) of the strike aircraft were recovsred, Tha remaining
four (4) were diverted to K-6., Fog and haze made carrier opera-
tions impractical and air operations were cancelled for the ro~
mainder of the day,

- :}
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1330 The U.S.5. THOMAS (DIR~883) was detachad to precezd on Whitbread
patrol,

1800I Task Unit 95,1.1 retired on a southerly course for the night re-
turning to conduct day air eperations at 05151 the following day.

0530I Launched event "A", consisting of six (6) FLU's, The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a command post in the Haeju Bay area
and thirtecn buildings were destroyecd.

O700I Launched event "B", consisting of six (6) F4U's, The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a command post and o gun position ten (10)
miles from Haeju in the Bay arca. Five {5) buildings were des~
troyed and the gun position was well covered by rockets and
strafing. :

0800I The U.S5.S. TAYLOR (DDE-468) roported to Task Unit 95.1.1 for
Operational Control.

08581 Lounched event "C", which consisted of two (2) FAU's for combat
air patrol.

10361 Launched event "D", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4)
strike alreraft made abtacks on a radar station ond the aurrounding
buildings located on Choppeki Point. The area was well covared,
but no damage asscssment was made.

10451 Rucovered the aireraft that were diverted to K-6 the previous day,

1130 The U,S.S. [HOMAS (IDR-883) rejoined the formation from Yhitbread
patrol.

11451 HMS COSSACK was detached te procsed on Whitbread patrol and to
assume on 20 May the duties of CIU 95.1.2 and OTC West Coast Korsa.

12271 Launched event “E", consisting of six (6) FiU's. The four (4)
strike aireraft actacked and damaged two (2) gun positions in the
Taedong Bay area, One (1) road bridgs in the area was also
damagad,

12371 Coptain LUDDEN, WMA-312 pilot, was severely shaken and his aireraft
received overhaul damage as a result of a barrier crash, Scheduled
recoveries were suspended while the overturned aircraft was re-
moved from che flight deck and the deck was readied te meceive
orbiting aircraft,
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14251 lounched event "F", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4)
strike aircraft conducted a Haonchon recen. A warehcuse area
fifteen (15) milos west of Pyongyang was attacked and seven (7)
buildings and one (1) warenouse was destroyed., Onc warehouse
was damaged.

15551 Launched event "G", consisting of six (&) FLU's. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked strong points on the northern coast of
Choppeki Point. This strike was requested by the First Partisan
Rogiment which was to make a raid in that area the following day.
Twenty one (21) small buildings in the area were destroyed and one
(1) reveticd large building was left afire.

17431 Launched event "HU, consisting of six (6) F4U's., The four (4)
strike aircraft were assigned to Task Unit 95,1.4 as TARCAP. Gun
positions in the [fucdong Hstuary were attacked and no damage
assessmant was made because of flak.

1930I Task Unit 95.1.1 retired on a southerly courss for the night, re-
turning to conduct day air operatdions at 05151 the fellowing day.

20 May
O200I The U.S.S, HIGBi: (DIR-806) was detached to fuel inshore and To-
turn.

0531 launched event "A", consisting of ten (10) F4U!s. Four (4) air—
craft were assigned as close air support to cover the withdrawal of
the raid by the First Partisan Regiment. Thc assault area, north-
west of Kirin-do, was woll covered by Napalm, ons hundred {100)
pound bombs with daisy-cutter fusing, and strafing. The other four
(4) zircraft atvacked a troop concentration and gun position on
the coast of Taedong Bay. One (1) gun position and one (1) mortar
position were wiped out.

0618I Launched svent "B", consisting of four (4} F4U's. The flight was
assigned as close air support in the same area. The flight re-
ported that twenty six (26) buildings in the assault area were
destroyed,

08121 Launched event "C", consisting of six (6) F4U*s. Four (4) ain-
' eraft were assigned to Tusk Unit 95.1.4 as TARCAP., Gun positions

along the Taedong idstuary were attacked, but flak made damage
assessment hazardous,

09501 The U.S.S. HIGBEE vejoined the formation,
9
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10091 Launched event “D", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (i)
aircraft conducted a Han River wmeceo. Four (4) buildings were
destroyed and two (2) gun positions were damaged by this flight.

12001 HiCS CRUSsDER was detachad to proceed on VWhitbread patrol.

12261 L.unched event "E", consisting of four (4) FiU's, The four (4)
alreraft atiacked troop concentrations in a village east of
Choppeli Point. Seven (7) buildings were destroyed and six (6)
buildings were damaged in this arca,

16171 Launched a deck load strike consisting of ten {10) FLU's. One (1)
flight of four (4) aircraft mad: a Han River meecco., Hleven (11)
buildings were destroyed and eight (8) were damaged in the Hzeju
arca. One (1) sscondary explosion was rerorted near the communist
party headquarters "Little Moscow" south of Haeju. The other four
(4) aircraft attacked gun positions and caves in the Chodo area,
while acting as TiRCAP for Task Unit 95.1.4. Two {2) caves were
closed and three (3) 107MM gun positions were destroyed.

19301 Task Unit 95.1.1 retired on a southerly course for the night, re-
turning to conduct day air operations at 05151 the following day.

05291 Lannched event "AY, consisting of six (6) F4U'!'s. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked troops and gun positions in the Haeju area.
Six (6) buildings were destroyed and one (1) gun position was
damaged,

06341 Lauuchsd evert "B", consisting of six (6) F4U's. The four (4) strike
alrcraft wore assigned to Task Unit 95.1.4 as TARCAP., Gun
positions were acbacked in the Tasdong Estuary. Rain in the
target area made target sclection and damage assessment difficulb.

09291 Launched event “C, consisting of six (&) F4Uts. The four (4)
strike aireraft attacked the Qommunist Party headquarters of
"Little Moscow! south of Hasju. Nine (9) buildings were destroyed
and three (3) wore damaged,

09301 HMCS CRUSADER rejoinsd the formation from Whitbread patrol,

11321 Launched event "D", consisting of six (6) FAU's. The four (4)
strike aircraft attacked a command post and troop arsa thirty
miles west of Haeju, Four (4) buildings were destroyed and five
(5) were damaged,

A l
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1200I  The U.S.5, TAYLOR (DDE-468) was detached to proceed on Vhitbread
patrol.

14391 Launched event "E, consisting of ten (10) F4U's. A1l aircraft
were to proceed to K-6 via the target area, Targets of opportunity
were kit in the Han River Estuary. Occasional rain and low
cellings made target selection difficult, however, two (2) villages
known to bs housing troops were attacked and ieft burning,

16001 Taosk Unit 95.1.1 retired on a scutherly course envoute to Sasebo
to rendezvous at about 2100I with the HMS OCHAN.

2100 Relieved as CTU 95.1.1 by HMS OC&AN.

22301 Rendezvoused with HNMS OCZaN and detached the U.8.8, HIGB.E wo join
HMS 0Cz:N,
22 May

09001 Heavy seas and high wind pravailed throughout the night. HLS
CRUSLD:R detached to rejoin Task Unit 95.1.1,

11301 Inclement weather prevented conduct of schedulud gunnery firing
practice. Continued and increased winds and seas reduced SO4
preventing arrival Sasebo as scheduled.

21301 Anchored 5300 yds. bearing 295° T, from Sasebo Harbor entrance to
enter and berth buoy 18 first light 23 May 1953,

PART ITT - REMARKS ON PHRFORMANCE OF ORIN/NCE AQUIPMENT +N D MATFRIAL

(&) Performance of Ordnance Equipmont and Materdial,

1. No undue difficulties were experienced in the handling of
ordnance,

2. Listed below are the malfunctions encountered during this
periods

a, 50 Cal., Gun Malfunctions.

(1) Three (3) failures to extract. (Rust in chamber).
(2) Two (2) telescoped rounds.

b, 280 Gun Malfunctions,
(1} One faulty Solsnoid.
(2) Five snubbed rounds.

(3) One Hyd. failure,
(4) One Phanger Lag oroken,

[
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) One jam in Fued Mechani sm.

) One Link Chute jam.

) One broken Cannon Plug.

) One round explodsd in Feed Mochanism causing extensive
damage to Gun and Wing.

(5
(6
(7
(8
¢. Hung Rockets 3.25 - 6 total,

(1) three broken Pigtails.
(2) Two duds.
{3) One eluctric failure.

ds Hung ROCkUtS 5.00 HVAR - 6 to’bal.

1

i) One Tigtail broken.
2) Two faulty Igniters.
3) Three Pigtails dropped out.

a. Hung Bombs - 2 total.,

(
(
(

(1) Two 100 1lb, bombs elsctric failure.
f. Iud Benbs « 2 total.

(1) Onz 500 1b, bomb ~ faulty arming eircuit.
(2) On: 100 1b, bomb - faulty arming cireuit,

g. Dud Napalm - 1 total.
(1) Faunlty arming cireuit,
(B) Ammunition Expenditurecs.

1. During the puriod covered by this report, the following ordnance
was oxpendads;

BY Vii-312 AIRCRATT

1000# GP = = = = = = = = - 3l
5004 GP = = = = = = o = = 76
250F GP m = = - - - =~ - 38
I00# QP = = = - — - = - 412
ROFFrage — = ~ ~ = = - - 52
Nopall = m = o = = = - = 62
5MHVAR = = = = e = = = = 173
3025 WP = = w = - = - - - 256
20 RASe = = = = « = = - 28,300

50 Cal, Rds, = = = = « = = 29,100
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BY U.S.S. BATROKO {(CVE-115)

LOMM = = =~ = e m e mm e 11
(Exercise "Saint Barbara")

(4) Own Battls Damage.

1. None to vessal,

2, One aireraft received two hits by small ama firg.
(B) Battle Damage Inflicted on Enemy.

1. Ships of this unit inflicted no damage on the enamy,

2. During this period of combat operations, the sireraft of this
unit inflicted the following damage on the enemy:

TARGET DI{AGE LDESTROYED

Buildings

Gun Positions
Supply Sheltars
Cavaes

Rovetted Buildings
Troop Shelters
Road Bridgas
Farchouses
Tractors

|

HHEMFWMDEE W

120
)
2

PART V_~ PERSONMET. PERFORLANCE AND GASUAITIES

{4) Persomnel.

1. Morals was high as the BAIRCKDO shifted from 4SW training to
action "on the line." A4ll hands turned to with zeal to mest the increased
demands and tempo which coincided with our change of mission.

2. The parsonnel strength of squadron and ship's company was as
listed below:

VMA-312 BAIRCKO
OFFICHRS: 35 68
FNLISTED MEN: 161 794

13
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{B) Recreation.

1. A daily newspapsr, The BAIROKO News, was distrituted to the
ships in the screen on the guard mail trips, A brief summary of VNA-312
action was included to keep all hands abreast of the Checkerboard Squad~
ron!s activities,

(@) Divine Services.

1. Protestant Morning Devotions were held each day at 0740,
Catholic Rosary was said sach day at 1605 in the crew!s library. Bible
Classes met three (3) times a week at 1900. Catholic liass was said on the
Hangar Deck, Thursday 14 May 1953 at 0500,

2, On Sunday 17 May 1953, two (2) Catholie Chaplains of ships in
company and the Protestant Chaplain of the BAIRDKO were exchanged to per-
-mit a variety of services aboard all ships. Masses were held on three (3)
ships, with transfor being mads by helicopter. The Canadian ship HMCS
CRUSADER provided the services of a Catholic Priast.

(D) Casualties.
1. There were no personnel casualties during this patrol,
2+ Air Department,

a. During this period of operations, the catapults were used to
launch 245 aireraft. The averags wind over the deck was 27 knots. The
total expenditure of msterial by the catapults was six (6) launching
bridles {one missed the bridle catcher; the balance were normal wear).
Normal wear on one cross-deck pandant necessitated replacement., There was
one barrier crash which resulted in no damage to the gear, but one barrisr
cable and one supporting pendant were replaced. Tha H~4 catapult was out
of commission for thirty (30} minutes on the 21st of May when the tension
Jacks failed to operate preperly. The locking pin had slipped out of the
piaston in the locking assembly, The H-4 catapult was out of commission for
approximately five (5) hours on the same date, The control valve failed
to re~0ock due to lmproper spindle settings. Repairs consisted of bleeding
the pressure from the machina and making the proper spindle settings,

3. Engincering Department,
a. SPS-6B Radar: During low ceiling weather conditions when
operating at ay;roximately 40 mlles from land, CIC was unable to pick up

iand on the AN/SPS-4B radar, but detected an afreraft at the range of 107
miles, This phenomsnom was accredited to atmospheric conditions,

b1




M M
s
r
M
- . .

_ DEGASSRED L,
CVE-115/10/412
gerz OD'I
O Juna 1953
b, ICK Radio Transmitter: The motor genarator of the TCK
transmitter started amoking when the tranasmitter was turned on, FPlate

voltage was 400 volts, When the plate voltage was decreased to Zero
(0), the motor gensrator ran normally, but it started to smoks again
when the plate voltage rheostat was advanced to one half the normal

operating load. The trouble was determinad to have resulted from a
short in the field coil of the 500 volbt genarater system,

4o Other departments experienced no casualties.
PART VI — COMMASNTS AND DATIONS
(A) Air Department,
1. The aireraft assizned to V{A=312 are oonsidered to be in
poor material condition for the mission they are sxpected to perform,
Discrepancies repeatedly appear which can be directly attrituted to

their age. The following tabulated listing of the tour, month in present
towr and total hours in service is included,

TOUR MONTH IN TOUR TOTAL HOURS
3 2 1548
2 17 1172
3 1 1015
3 1 2386
3 7 1,26
3 7 1516
L - 8 1389
2 6 965
3 1 1163
L7 6 1790
b 13 2709
3 10 | 1290
4 15 1713
& 11 1054,
3 9 2003
3 I 1109
4 1 2091~
3 0 1537
3 3 1254
4 10 1507
2 15 1072
4 16 1919
3 1 1504
2 12 1621

Al
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(B) Operations Department.

1. ECM: Passive M Training was conducted daily: Intercepts
from enemy radars were unlikely in view of the location of the opera=-
ting area. However, considerable training of operators was accomplished
by intercepting our own force radars. Comparison of thess interceptibns
with known own force radars, enabled instructor and EQY Cfficer to
criticize trainees constructively in their detemination of the charac~-
teristics of friendly radar,

2., CIC: Das to the demand for VHF frequency guards and the
shortage of TDQ transmitters (4), air control of the CAP was maintained
via iAN/4RC-1. Though this is a good standby, it is considored that air
control communications should bYe conducted using the standard TDQ-RCK
transmittor/receiver to afford inersasod control range. Radar reception
was handicapped due to atmosphoric conditicns and the ¢lose proximity
of land, Use of STC, increased antenna rotation rate and short pulse
width improved the reception. False echoes were freguencly encountered.
On one occasion, an aireraft flying aver the Chinese mainland was pickec
up at 107 miles on the SPS~63, Tracking via IFF at distonces greater
than 100 miles was common,

3. ALir Operations: The Marine Attack Squadron VMA~312 embarked
with only twenty six (26) pilots. This number, reduced to twenty three
(23) by rotation at the end of the patrol, limited the number of daily
sorties., Although targets and aireraft wers available, fatigue con-
siderations normally limited assignment of pilots tc two (2) combat
sortiss (43-5 hours) per day.

Rocommendation: In order to mset operational committments, it is
recommended that squadrons engaged in active combat operations be main-
tained at full allowance until relieved,

(C) Supply Department.

1. There was an unusually high usage of fuel tanks, dreppabls,
stock number R=82-T«70075 during this patrel. The quantity of tanks
carricd was based on the usage experienced during line operaticns in
1952, The number of tanks proved to be ample, but the "N Kits con-
taining the nocessary atbtachments were incampletes. The lug, part
number NAF-312351-1 or R82-1~-682500, was missing and it was imposaible
to equip all aircraft with replacement tanks, This nscaessitated con-
ginued switching of tanks and attachment fittings to all aircraft re=
quiring the additional fusl load.

S W
L. T. MORSE
Captain, USN
Commanding Officer
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SUNRISE - 0532 SUNSET - 1945
EVAY LAUNCH LD /C MISSION 300 REMARKS
Al 0530 0720 2 CAP NOTE A _
A2 0530 Q720 IR TalCAP NOTE B (2 4/C)
NOIZ C (2 4/C) NOIE 3
B3 0715 0905 2 CAP NOTE &
By 0715 0905 A STRIKE NOIE D NOTE 4
C5 0900 1050 2 CaP NOIE &4
cé 0900 1050 4 HNCHON~RSCCO  NOTE E (2 &/C)
NOME © (2 4/C) NOTE 5
374 1045 1235 2 CAP NQTE 4
D8 1045 1235 4 STRIKE NCiE F (2 4/C) |
NOTE € (2 »/C) NOIE 6
D85 1045 1235 2 ATRSPOT NOTZ A
E9 1230 1420 2 Cap NOTE &
¥10 1230 1420 L,  HN-RECCO NOTE B (2 A/C)
NOTE C (2 4/C) NWorg 7
Fll 1415 1605 2 CiP NOTE &
F12 1415 1605 4 STRIKE NOTE G NOTE &
G13 1600 1750 2 CAP NOTE A
G4 1600 1750 4 STRIKE NOTE F NOTE 9
H15 1745 1915 2 CaP WOTE A
H16 1745 1915 I STRIKA NOTE D (2 4/C)
NOIE C (2 4/C) ©NOIE 1Q

NOTES: 1. Fuel all 4/C full internal plus 100 gal, in belly tank.
2, Rescus Kit - all C.iP 4/C.

TARGELS:3. Troops in village. XC 9973
4+ Road Bridge. XC 8635
5. Supplies and Troops. G £995
€. Gun Position and Troops in village. XC 6921
7+ Supplius and troops in village. BS 5393
8. Transformser. YC 0822
9. C.P. and ZUrL poaition. XC 6319
10. Troops in village. IB 3799
A/C WEIGHE
Ammo: a. All A/C full MG Amio. 13, 8C0#
B. 1 500# DC/ND - i 260# frag. DG/ND 15,3654
Cs. 1 Napalm - 8 WP. . 14,9164
D. 1 500# GP inst/,0l ~ 6 1004 GP inst/.Ol 15,0154
E. 1 500# GP inst/.0l - 4 250# GP inst/.OL 15,3004
F. 1 5004 GP 0/4~5 - 6 1004 GP inst/.1 15,0154
G. 1 500# GP inst/.025 - 4 250# GP inst/.025 15,3004

— Enclosurs (1) j zz
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U.5.5. BAIROKG (CVa-115)
¢/o Fleet Post Office
San Francisco, Califomia

ROLOGY WRATHER SUMMARY 14-21 May, 1953
YZLIOW SEA

During the first two days operations, the weather was exceptionally
good, except for haze. The pressure rose steadily the first four

days as a high pressure cell moved scutheastward from Siberia. The
high lingered over the Japanese Islands pushing a wedge of extramely
stable air over Korea, causing heavy fog on the entire operating area
commencing :bout 1O00L 17 May., By morning of the 18th, fog had bacome
patchy, bat low stratus overcast and poor visibility, resulted in can-
czilation of all strikes from the ship that dzy. Pressure remained
nearly steady at 1018 mus, from early morning of the 18th until the
afternoon of the 20th. Wind was southeasterly, averaging 12 knots, By
mid-afternoon 20 May, the pressure began to fall slowly and the wind
increased in velocity from the southeast. About 1400 21 May, rain
began and wind increased to 30 knota.

The average sky cover was six tonths, Forty three hours of the first

3 days were clear. Advection fog covered the operating area for 16
hours 17 May and é hours 18 May, gExcept in fog, and low stratus 18
May, the ceiling was 5000 feut or better, Visibility averaged 8 miles
except during fog; haze being the primary restriction, The maximum
wind was soubtheast 30 knots; minimum wind socuthwest 2 knots, and aver—
age velocity 12 knots southeast predominate. There were no surface
frontal passages. Relabive humidity averaged 90¢. Maximum tempora—
ture was 62 dogrees F,, minimum 49 degrees F., and average sea tempera-~
ture was 55 degrees F. The stats of the sca was slight with no swell,

Enclosurs (2)
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DISTRIBUTION LIST:

CNO
CTIG 95.1

CTF 95

CINCr ACFLT

CINCFACFLT EVALUATION GROUP
COMNAVFE

COMNAVFE EV.IUATION GROUP
COMSEVENTHFLT

CTF 77

COMAIRPALC

COMSZRVP/C

COMF AIRJ.PAN

NAVAL WAR COLIEGE
COMC/RDIV-15

COMCARDIV-17

€0, FAIRBEIUFAC

COMMARCORPS

CG AIRFMFPALC

CG FMFPIC

CG lst MiRAIRWING

€0, U.S.S. RENDWA (”VE-11L)
o0, u.s.s. sxcmr (CVE-~118)
€0, U.S.8, POINT CRUZ (CVE-119)
€O, U.8.8. BATAN (CVL~23)
COMNOTS INYOKERN

Advance

Advance
Advance

Advancae
Advance

Advanee
Advanea

b R R R RO R RN R R R RPN
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