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To: Chief of Naval Operations
Via: (1) Commander Task Group 95.1
{2) Commander Task Force 95
(3) Commander SEVENTH Fleet
(4) Commander Waval Forces, Far East
(5) Commander in Chief, racific rlest

Subj: Action Heport 9 April through 18 April 1952

Ref: (a} Article 0705 Navy Regulations
(b) OPNAV INSTRUCTION 3480.1
{e¢) CINCPACFLT INSTRUCTION 3480.1
(d} CTG 95.1 OpOrder 2-51 (revised)
(e) CTE 95.11 UpOrder 2-51

Enel: (1) Sample Air Schedule

1. In accordance with reference (a}, (b), (¢} and (d), the action report
of Task Element 95.11 for the period 9 April through 18 April 1952 is
submitted herewith. The Commanding Officer, U.S.S. BATROKO (CVE-115)

was CTE 95.11 during this period.

2. The report is divided into six (6) parts, as listed below:

Part I General Narrative :

Part II Ghronolegical order of events

Part III Remarks omn performance of ordnance material and equipment,
" including ammunition expenditure

Part LV Summary of own and enemy battle damage

Part V Personnel perfommance and c¢asualties

Part VI Comments and recommendations

FART I - GENERAL NARRATIVE

1. During the period § April through 18 April 1952, the U.S.S. BATROKO
(CVE-115), under the Command of Captain R. D. HOGLE, 62672/1310, USN, and
the Marine Adrcraft Squadron, VMA-31Z embarked, Lieutenant Colonel R. E.
SMITH Jr., 08172/7302, USHC, Commanding, operated as part of the United
States SEVENTH Fleet in ‘fask Force 95, under the operational contrel of
Commander Task Group 95.1.
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2. The Commanding Officer, U.S.S., BAIROKO (CVE-115), was Commander
Task Element 95.11 from 21001 nine (9) April to 2100I eighteen (18)
April 1952 at which {ime the Command of the Task Element was shifted
teo the Gemmanding Officer, HMS GLORY. During the reporting peried, TE
95,11 consisted of ene (1) escort carrier and a maximum of three (3)
Destroyers acting as screening vessels, The screen was reduced to less than
three {3) ships when required by eperational demands. The missien of this
Tagk Element was to conduct operatiens in support of the United Nations
Blockade, West Coast of Koresa, the United States Eighth Army in Korea (EUSAK)
and to render search and rescue assistance as required.

3. The enemy forces were the North Korean Peoples Ammy and "Volunteer
Chinese Communist Forces™ im enemy-held North Korea. Ko enemy surface or
Air Forces were encountered by this Task Klement and, therefore, no surface
or alr action is related. However, enemy small e¢raft operating in the
rivers, estuaries, and along the West Coast of Korea were altacked and de-~
stroyed by aircraft of this Element when directed or as targets of oppor-
tunity.

4o During this operating period VMA-312 alrcraft flew armmed reconnais-
sance, Target Combat Alr Patrol, Combat Air Patrol, pre-briefed strikes,
Air Spot for Naval gunfire, and Phote Reconnaissance missions as illustrated
by schedule, enclosure (1). Flight Operations were carried out for the en-
tire nine (9) days scheduled, Uuring these nine (9) days, WMA-312 aircraft
flew 327 cembat sorties plus 6 aborted and 15 administrative flights. ‘there
was a total of 660.9 combat hours flown fer an overall average of 62.3 hours
and 36.3 sorties per day. The squadron aircraft allowance was 20, the total
average aircraft flyable en board 18.45, and the total average availability
15031‘0

5., During this operating period ships of Task BElement 95.11 eperated
in the Korean Coastal irea Nan in the vieinity of Latitude 370 30" N. and
124@ 30' E, The destroyers in the screen were replaced on a routine rola-
tional basis. ‘Those that participated in this perieds palrol were u.S.S5.
MUNRO (DE-422;, dMNS PIET HEIN (D-805), HMCS ATHABASKAN (DIE-219) and the
HMS CONSTANCE {D-TL). :

CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER UF EVENTS
9 April
O9u632L U.S5.S. BAIROKO {CVE-115) and HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) sortied from

Sasebo Harbor, Sasebo, Japan fer area Nan off the west Coast of
Korea.
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10 April

1001351 HMCS ATHABASKAN (DDE-219) jeined formatien and assumed duties as
screen commander,

1006161 U.S.S. BATROKO (CVE-~115) commenced launching aireraft for this
operating period.

1013441 F4U-4 BINE 14, pilet Captain MANNING, USMC, hit barriers three (3)
and two {2} while making qualification landings. Pilet was not
injureq.

1014401 'U.5.5. D.A. HUNRD (DE-422} joined fomitien from Worthingten patrel.

1016551 HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) detached to carry eut night patrol assign-
ments in the Paengnyong-Do and Kirin-Do area.

VMA-312 aircraft flew thirty three (33) sorties plus five (5)
administrative flights, and one (1) aborted sortie. Fourteen (l4)
of these sorties were defensive., The U.5.S. BATROKO (CVE-115)
also condacted carrier gualifications during operations this date.
The weather was fair, visibility 5 miles, winds Southwest ten (10)
knots, sea smooth, '

VMA-312 ai reraft accomplished the following:

ORINANCE EXPENHITURE MISSIONS
5 — 1000 1b, bomh GP 14 = CAP
15 ~ 500 1b, bomb GP 14 -~ TARCAP
120 - 5" HVAR's 5 - Armed Recco

L) = 3,.5" rocket WP
19,875 - .50 caliber ammnition

11 April
110616 Commenced launching aircraft.
1109251 HMNS PIET HEIN {DD-805} Jjoined formation from Worthingten patrol.

1111587 F4U-4 side number eleven {11), piloted by Captain TORGENSON, USMC,
of VMA-312 came in high for a landing with no flaps, missed
arresting wires, and crashed through three (3) barriers causing
extensive damage to his own aireraft, and te FLU=4 side number
twenty five (25), F4LU-4 side number three {(3) was alse damaged.
Captain TORGENSON received no injuries.

1115487 HMS CONSTANCE (D-71) jeined the formation relieving HMCS ATHABASKAN
{D-219) to return to Sasebo,
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VMA-312 aircraft flew twenty (20) sorties plus one (1) aborted
sortie. Six (6) of these sorties were defensive. The U.S.S.
BATROKO (CVE-115) alse conducted carrier qualifications during
operations this date. The weather was generally good in the
morning with ceiling and visibility rapidiy lewering te 800 ft.
and one mile (1) or less with rain. Wind Easterly twelve {(12)
to twenty five {25) knots, increasing to twenty five (25) to
thirty (30) knots., dea moderate,

VMA-312 aircraft accomplished the following:

CHINANCE EXPENDITURE MISSIONS

1, -~ 500 1b, GP 6 - Cap
88 - 5" HVAR's 6 — TARCAP
24 - 3.5" rocket WP 8 - Armed Recco

75420 = .50 caliber ammunition
12 April

1208201 HHS .GOI\TSTANCE {D~71) rejoined the formation having been on the
Worthington patrel during the night.

1213141 Commenced launching airceraft for this days operation.

1217051 Detached the U.8.5. D.A. HUNROG (IE~422) for night patrol assl gn-
ment in the Paengnyong-De and Kirin-Do area.

VMA-312 asircraft flew eighteen (18) sorties plus three (3) admin~
istrative flights., Six of these sorties were defensive, The
weather was mainly overcast, ceiling 1,500 foot, visibility and
ceiling becoming unlimited in the afterncon. Surface winds

North to Northwest thirty (30) to thirty five (35) knots, de-
ereasing in the afternoon. Seas six (6) to eight (8) feet.
Target had low cloud coverage and poor visibility, throughout
the morning. . '

ViA~312 aircraft accomplished the following:

ORONAKCE EXPENDLTURE - HISSIONS
12 -~ 500 1b, GP 6 — CAP
96 ~ 5% HViR's 6 ~ TARCAP
7,950 =~ .50 caliber ammunition & - Armed inecco
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13 April

1305561 Launched six (6) aircraft for CAP against possible enemy air
attack. This was based on CTE 95.15 dispatch 121300Z of
April 1952, No attack materialized.

130910 The U.S.S. D. A. MONRO (DE-422) rejoined the formation from the
Worthington patrol.

1316551 Detached HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) to carry out night patrol assign-
ments in the Paengnyong-bo and Kirin-Io area.

VMA~312 aireraft flew forty one (41) sorties, one (1) aborted, and
three (3) admninistrative flights this date. Twelve (12} of these
were defensive. The U.S.S. BAIR0KO (CVE-115) conducted carrier
qualifications during operations this date. The weather was

good. Sky clear with visibility unrestricted. Sea moderate, de-
creasing by afternoon. Wind Northerly.

ViA-312 alreraft accomplished the following:

ORINANCE EXPENIL TURE MISSIONS
7 = 1000 1lb, GP 12 - CAP
i0 - 500 1b. GP : 17 = TARCAP
135 - 5" HVAR's ' 12 = Amned Hecco
56 — 3.5" rocket WP
7 -~ Napalm

29,150 - .50 caliber ammunition
14 April
140613 Commenced launching aircraft for the days operations.
1406351 Commenced refueling HMS CONSTANCE (D-71).

1407301 Captain C. S. DETKERING, USMCR, 030608/7302, while carrying out
a toutine TARCAP mission in an F4iU-4 received enemy amall arms
fire from XC 766573, Kyo Dong area. The damage received by
Captain ETMERING'S plane from this small aim fire was of such
accuracy, as to necessitate the ditching of the alrcraft at XC
720605, just Southeast of the island of Cho Do.

N
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15 April
1506121
1506461
1507528

1512051

1517121
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Received report from RESCAP that Captain Carl S. ETUERING was
picked up by "Dumbo How" and was uninjured.

VMA~312 aircraft flew twenty eight (28) sorties, one (1) aborted,
and one (1) administrative flight. Ten (1l0) of these scrties
were defensive. The weather was clear becoming cloudy in the
aftemeon, Frontal passage in late afternoon from west to bast,
giving rain and reduced visability. Sea moderate.

ViA-312 aircraft accomplished the following:

CRINANCE EXPENIITURE MISSIONS
6 - 1000 1b, GP 10 - CAP
g6 - 5" HVAR's ' 10 = TARCAP
48 - 3,5% pockets WP 6 - Armed Recco
13 - Napzalm 2 -~ Spot

30,210 - .50 caliber ammunition

Commenced launching aireraft for the days operations. _
Refueled U.5.8. D. A. KUNRO {DE-A22) via close-in method,

HMS CONSTARCE (D71} returned from Worthington and joined the
formation. '

Captain Carl 8. [ETMERING, USKCR, 030608/7302, arrived from i-16
in good health and in good spirits.

Detached the U.5.5. D. 4. MUNRO ([E-~422) to carry ocut night patrol
assignments in the Paengnyong-Do and Kirin-Do area.

VHA~312 aireraft flew a btotal of forty six (46) sorties this date.
Forteen (14) of these were defensive. The weather was good through-
out the day with ceiling scattered to broken, Visibility was un~
restricted. Sea moderate,

VitA-342 aircraft accomplished the following:

ORDNANCE R(PENDITURE MISSIONS
9 ~ 1000 1b. GP 14 - CaP
1y - 500 1b, GP 14 -~ TARCAP
9 - Napalm 18 - Armed Rec

253 - 5" HVAR's
22,790 - .50 caliber ammunition
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1606061 Commenced the days operations with a twelve (12) plane Napalm
and rocket sirike on the Wolsa Ri area.

16 April

1607251 The U.S.S. D. A. MUNRO (DE-422) returned from the Worthington
' patrol to rejoin the formation. S

161710T Detached HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) to carry out night patrol assign-
rents in the Paengnyong=~Do and Kirin-Do area.

VMA-312 aircraft flew thirty five (35} sorties plus three (3)
administrative hops. Ten (10) of these sorties were defensive,

The weather was fair with haze from surface to clouds. Visibility
lowering by noon to two (2) to five (5) miles over ship and target
area., Wind increasing to twenty five (25) to thirty two {32) knots
by mid-afternoon, &8ea slight becoming moderaite to rough.

ViA-312 aircraft accomplished the following:

CRINANCE EXPENPITURE MISSIONS
4 ~ 1000 lb. GP 10 - C4P
8 - 500 1lb. GP 10 - TARCAP
22 - Napalm 7 - Armed Recce

239 - 5" HVAR!s _ 8 ~ Strike
28,090 - .50 caliber ammunition o

17 April

1712011 HMNS PIET HEIN (D-205) retumed to the formation from the
" Worthington patrel.

1713131 Commenced launching aircraft for the days operations.

1716011 Detached the HMS CONSTANCE (D-71) for night patrol assignments
in the Paengnyong-Do and Kirin-Do area.

VMA-312 aircraft flew a total of twenity six (26) sorties this
date., 8ix (6) of these were defensive. The weather fair. visi-
bility was reduced to two (2) miles, due to dust, improving to
over ten (10) miles in the afternoon, with unlimited ceiling,
Wing Northwest, twenty (20) to thirty {(30) knots, deminishing to
fifteen (15) to twenty (20) knots. Seas diminishing from twelve
{12) to five (5) feet by noon.

G
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VMA-312 airerait accomplished the following:

'
s
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ORINANCE EXFENDITURE MTSSTONS
14 - 1000 ib. GP 6 - CAP
6 - Napalm ' 6 ~ TARCAP
134 - 5" HVAR's 14 - Armed Recco

19,875 « .50 caliber ammunition

18 April

1805451 Commenced launching aireraft to start the. days operations, hoping
to establish record for the number of combat sorties flown from
CVE type carriers.

1806361 Commenced refueling U,S.S. D. 4. MUNRO (DE~422),

1809151 HMS CONSTANCE (D-71) returned to the formation from the Worthington
patrol. )

{ 1812001 Commenced retiring to the South, Pt. Oboe moving 173°T at six
(6) knots,

1819111 The U.S.S. BAIROKO {CVE-11l5) with the U.S5.S. D. A. MUNRC (DB-422},
HMS CONSTANCE (D~71) and HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) in company, retired
from the area at 18.5 knots on course 17307,

1821001 Shifted command TE 95,11 to HMS GLORY,

1822051 Detached the U.S.S. D. A. MUNRO (DE-422) to carry out mission
assigned,

ViA-312 aircraft flew eighty (80) sorties plus two (2) aborted
flights for this days operations. Eighteen (18) of these flights
were defensive., The weather was goed with unlimited ceiling.
Slight haze holding visibility to six (6) to ten (10) miles, CAVU
over target area. Winds Northwest backing. to Southwest fourteen
(14) to five (5) knots. OSeas slight. : :

VMA~312 aircraft accomplished the fellowing:

CRINANCE EXPENLDITURE MISSIONS

14 - 1000 1b. GP 18 ~ CAP

73 - 500 1b, GP 22 - TARCAP

8 - 100 1b. GP 19 - Ammed Recco

3 - 483 (Butterfly bomb) 19 ~ Strike

23 -~ Napalm 2 - Spot

h25 - 5" HVAR's
0 - 3.,5® rocket WP

62,200 ~ .50 caliber a.mngition
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19 April

1912221 Detached HMS CONSTANGCE (D-71) and HMNS PIET HEIN (D-805) to
return to Sasebo. The U.5.5. BAIROKO (CVE~-1l5) maintaining
course and speed for Kobe to transfer VMA-312 te U,S.S. BATAAN
(CV1-29).

PART 111 - PERFORMANCE OF CRINANCE MATERIAL AND EQUIPMENT INCLUDING
AMMUNTTTON EXPEN DITURE

(4) Performance of Crdnance Material and Equipment.

1, No undue difficulties were experienced in the handling of
ordnance, '

2. A total of seventy-eight (78) HVAR and sixteen (16) WP |
rockets failed to fire. .

3. Nine (9) 500 1b. GP duds were reperted, four (4) of these
bombs were armed with tail arming only using AN-M101A2 fuzes. PFive (5)
bombs were armed with AN-M139Al nose fuze and AN-#101A2 tail fuze.
A1l planes except one (1) returned with arming wires., Three (3) 1000
GP duds were reported. Two (2) were fuzed with AN-M139A1 fuzes, and
AN-#102A2 tail fuzes., One (1) was armed with AN-MK 219 nose fuze with
Daisy Cutter extension and AN-M102A2 tail fuze., Two (2) early air bursts
were reported with T-91 fuzes. DBombs were relesased at approximately
three thousand (3000} feet and functioned around one thousand (1000) feet,

L., Seven (7) type F~51 Napalm tanks and one (1) MK-77 bomb failed
to ignite. Two (2) planes dropping type F~51 tanks failed to return aming
wires, All amming solenoids checked out satisfactorily.

: 5. One (1) 500 1b. GF beomb was released between the catapult and
ferward end of the flight deck. The bomb tail struck the underneath side
of the aircraft, tumbled forward and landed in water forward of the fore-
castle., The plane continned in flight and landed at a land base. As a
consequence, the aireraft has not been examined to determine cause of
release,

S 9
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BRHVAR = = - = = = = = = e e o = = 1,602
F25WP = = - - e = e — e e - - 200
100 b GP = = = = = - o = m e e — 8
500 by GP = = = =« = = = = = = = = = = b
LUD 1B GP = = = = o e e e o e m o o 59
Napalm, BK=-77 bomba = « = « = = = - - 28
Napalm, Type F-~51 tanks = =~ = - = = ~ 52
500 1b, Frag. Clusters

(Butterfly) - - - - 3
«50 caliber ammunition « - = = = =~ « = 227,550

FUZE EXPENIITURES
ANGMR21Y = = = = = = = = = = e~ = w v~ Y4
TeQl = m - s e r et e e a - - - 51
AN-M103A)L = — = m e mm m - m - - 15
AN"MI394) - = = = - =« c e e - - = =~ 53
ANAMIB0R] - = = = = m = - v e m - 35
MM - rm - m e mm e - w - 3
ANAIOO0AZ = = = = = = - v e e m == 8
AN-MI0JAZ = = = = = = e == = = = == 138
ANAMIORZA2 = - m = = e e m e m e — m = 55
M-1J6A) = = =« = = - e = - — - - - 8
HeQl7A1 = = m - = = m m m 2 e = - A
BY U.S.S. BATROKQ (CVE-115)

AUM = = = = = - - - - e - .- 0
LM - - -~ — - s - e e e e m - - 0

PART IV — SUMMARY OF OWN AND ENEMY BATTIE DAMAGE

{A) Own Battle Damage

RIM:ACL:ss
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Daring the operating period covered by this report, the
follewing ordnance was expended:

1, None of the ships ef the Task Element sustained battle damage.

For damage sustained by aireraft, see Naval Alr Warfare Report
(OPNAV 338.5 revised 4-51) sebmitted for this operating period.

e
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(B) Béttle Damage Inflicted on the Enemy

1, Ships of this Task Element inflicted no damage on the enemy
while operating as part of screen during the period covered by this Element.

2. For battle damage inflicted on the enemy by aireraft of this
Task Element, see Naval Alr Warfare Report (OPNAV 338.5 revised 3-51), sub-
mitted for this operating period.

PART V- PFRSONNEL PERFORLANCE AND CASUALTIES

(a) Personnel Performance

1. Personnel performance was considered to be excellent,
(B) Casualties

1. No casualties were received.
(C) Personnel requirements

1. Previous comments made in Action Report dated 3 March, serial
003 are considered to be still valid.

PART VI - COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
(i) Comments

1, It is believed that the Ground Contrel Intercept net in this
area is adeguate to give sufficient warning in time to permit the Combatb Ain
Patrol to be employed in many awdlary capacities such as RESCAP, Weather
Reconnaissance, TBM CAP, Helicopter CAP, Crippled Plane CAP, Gun Tracking
Drills, CIC Intevcept Drilis, and ebtc. The employment of the CAP in
this manner zreatly facilitates the overcoming of the daily operational
problems and kesps up the crews battle efficiency.

2. It was noted during all four (4) combat cruises off the West
Coast of Korea, that on several occasions, when one of the ships aireraft
was placed in an emergency status, all other aircraft within the immediate
arca came up on the guard frequency, transmitting advice and asking questions
at such a rate as to impede rescue operations and the dissemination of infor-
! mation to the ships controler, the bridge and JOC Korea,

3, It is felt that the primary mission of YE 95.11, that of main-
taining a coastwise and seaward blockade of the iest Korean, in conjunction
with TE 95.12 is most efficiently realized by employing the aircraft avail-
able in the accomplishment of GAP, TARCAP, Reconnaissance, and Spotting
missions as set forth in CTF 95.1 OpSig 284, ‘. '

11 .
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{B) Recommendations

i1, It is recommended that a squadron policy be established that
during such emergencies (refer PART VI, para. (i), subvara. 2}, the
flight leader or, in his absence, his wingman make all transmissions, All
other airecraft remain silent unless called., If distances are far enough
to necessitate a relay station, the flight leader or, in his absence, his
wingman will designate the plane to act in this capacity or the Combat Air
Patrol may be vectored in close to the scene upon request of the Ufficer
in Charge at the scene through ships controler.

2. It is strongly recommended that cver enthusiasm be guarded
against in the employment of aireraft on strike missions for the purpose
of neutralizing reported invasion preparations against secondary islands
off the west Coast of Korea. Intelligence to date pertaining to invasion
threats has proved to be meager and inaccurate, While these reported threats
must not be ignored, an all out concentrated effort should be based on current
positive intelligence preferably from own reconnaissance., This is meant in
no marmer to belittle the efforts en the part of Western Korean Intelligence
organizations, On the contrary, a feeling of gratitude and respect is felt
for these agencies engaged in this work in this theater. However, it should
be realized that the slapsed time necessary for the dissemination of intelli-
gence information, and the mobility of enemy troops and equipment are major
factors and must be given appreopriate consideration,

ey

R. D. HOGLE
Captain, USN
Command:t.r;g@fﬁc er "v-\
DISTRIBUTION fa L
Copy to: (advance) CGairFMFPac 3
ComMarCorps CGFMFPac w5
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COMCARIIV-L5 CO, MAG-12
1 copy to: PacFitEvalGroup (O, VMA-312
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SECURITY INFORNATICN
FLIGHT SCHEIUIE FOR

Ly APRIL 1952

SUNRISE 0608 SUNSET 1917
INT COWP MISSTON TAUNCH TS A0 FUFL
Al 2 CAP 0615 0315 WNete 1 340 (als
A2 2 TARCAP 0615 0815 Note 4 7280 Gals
83 I COAST RECCO (SE) 0615 0815 ©Note 5 380 Gals
Bl 2 cap 0800 1000 Note 1 320 Cals
Ba 2 TARCLP 0800 1600 Hote 1 380 Gals
6 2 CAP 0945 1145 Note 1 380 Cals
o7 2 TARCAP Q9Ls 1145  Mete &, 380 Gals
ce 2 Jror ' C94L5 1145 FHote 1 380 fals
g 2 CAD 1130 1330 ©Note 1 320 Gals
D10 2 TARCAP . 1130 133C¢  lNote & 380 Gals
nil L RIVIR RECCO 1130 1330 Note 5 320 0als
12 2 CAP 1315 1515 HNote 1 380 Cals
E13 2 TARCAP 1315 1515 ¥Note 4 380 Gals
Bl 2 NGAD RECCO 1315 1515 Fote 5 340 Cals
Fis 2 C4r 1500 1700 Note 1 380 Gals
Fle 2 TARCAP 1500 1700 Note L 320 Gals
G17 2 CaP 1645 18,5 TNote 1 320 Tals
18 2 T;r AP 1645 1845 Note L 320 Cals
G119 4 AST RHCCO (8C) 1645 18h5 Note 5 380 Cals
NCTE 1 - A1l A/G full load .50 cal. ammo. ' L.
- 2 - 500% GP D/C - 1/100 tail - 8 HVAR :

3 - 5007 0P ~ VT nose - Inst, tail -~ 8 HVAR

L <« Napalm - 8 HVAR

5 - 1000# GP VT nose — Inst. tail - & P ,

6 - Maintain 2 A/C condition 11 after each launch from one half hour

before sunrise until sunset, One A/C each CAP flight with ADSKL
mounted. .
APPRCVED: SUBEITTED
- R. . ALLISON, CIR, USH J. ©. COULTHARD, LCDR, USK

OPERATIONS OFICTR ' ATR OPERATIONS CF“ICER




