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‘ “ UNITED STATES FACIFIC FLEET
FFl2/416-3 AIR FORCL
ATG=2:ffc AIR TaSK GHOUF TWO
Serial: 016

| -

From: Commander air Task Group TWO
To: Commanding Officer, USS ESSEX ((CVa-9)

26 November 1952

Subj: asction Heport of iir Task Group TWO for period of
1 fovember 1952 to 24 November 1952

Ref: (a) CPNaV INST. 343044 of 1 July 1951
Encl: (1) Subject action Report

1. This report .= forwarded as enclosure (1) for inclusion in the
action report of tnc USS LSSEX (CVi-9) as required by reference (a)

| ézf77145;£i40;4é2r

C::j 0. G. DANIELS
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1 to12 November restricted availability Yokosuka Japan

13 November underwa

14
15
16
17

18

19

20

21

22

23

November
Nevenmber
Nov.abacr
Novcember
Novcmber
Novenmber

November

Total Sorties =

Total Sorties
Total Sorties
Toteal Sorties
Total Sorties
Replenishment

Totel oorties

- 79
- 80
- %
- 43
- o

- 91

tc cperating area
5 L2 2 Uperational refresher flights.

- oOperational refresher flizhts.

~ Jjoined CTF-77.

alr operations.

- lost one F2H~-2¢ due to malfunction-

ing of the catopult, pilot rescuede.

November Total Sorties - 108 - FGF-2 crashed in water following

catapult launch - pilot killed.

November Total Sorties = 97 - F9F-2 disappeared over eneny

territory - pilot missing in action

November Total Sorties = 102 - ab-l4 crashed as result of Aaa

fire while on search for a missing pilot. Pilot killed in action.

24 November replenishment - No air operations.

1 ENCLGSURE (1)
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COMYOSITION COF FUHCES

UrERaTIUN&L A/C PILUTS

UNIT TYrE i/C 11l-1 11l-28 11-1 1-
VF-23
VF-822 . - ‘
CDite Je e CULCPER FQF~2 14 13 2L 24%
VF-871 -
LGDR. F.C. HE.GRELL FlU-4 14 13 214 243%
Via=-55
VC-3 (LET I)
LT . C . T‘I‘J. CH[’LL'L&JLN FI.{,U-' 5D\T l‘, I+ 5 5
VC-11 (ULET I) )
LCDRe UeWe KNIGHT AD=LW -3 3 5 5
VC-35 (UET I)
LCukt. E.H. POTTER AU=-LN I L 6 6
Ve-61 (DET I).
LT. T.L. NEILSON F2H=-2¢ 3 2 L L

*Includes Commander air Task Group TWO
**Includes Cperations Ufficer air Task Group TWO

MISSION

The mission of air Task Group TWU is that set forth in CTF-77
OP Order NR. 2-52. The mission of this air Group is to perform close
air support, reconnaissance interdiction and air bombardment missions
in order to destroy enemy forces, communications, and installations
in support of United Nations forces.

» 2 ENCLUSUKE (1)
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Flight Summary by Sorties.

UFERATIUNS

FOF FLU  aD-f FLU-5N 4DW  abN  FoH-2¢ TUTal

Strikc 105 67 89 - -— 1l .- 262
Recco 56 - —-— - . -- 56
aSP (Day) - e - - 9 -- - 9
aSF (Night) - - - - 2 -- - 2
Night Hecklcr ~— - - 11 - 14 - 25
NGF Spot -- 13 - - R —— -~ 13
rhoto - - - .- = 22 22
Photo Escort 22 - - - —— - - 22
oS (Escort (vay) - 1 L - - 2 -- 7
aSP Escort (Night) - - - 2 - 2 - L
Cul 90 - - - _— .- - 90
Tik Carl? 19 2 2 - -— .- - 23
RS -- 2L 16 - - -- - L0
Pilot Scarch -- L L - - —a - 8
ECM - — - - - 8 - 8
ECh Escort - 6 - - -~ - - 6
aBW - - 1 - 1l = - 2
Uther L7 32 LO 11 7.7 - ey
Total 339 149 156 2L 19 34 22 743

Grand Total: 743

* 3 ENCLUSUKE (1)
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Per Pilot LData.

Per “i:ct FOF FoH=2P FLU=4 FLU=5N  ad=h  sd=4N AD=LW

Sortice 7.7 505 6.2 14-08 7'0 507 L&-oo
Flight ‘re. 11,9 9e¢5 16.4 10.7 19.3 1540 8‘1

Carricr Land-

ings 77 543 6.1 Lel 7.0 5¢7 4.0
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vanage Inflicted by Eneny.

Qﬁ?ﬁ Ol T E DUNR CulUSE  PUSITION UF u.diiGE CUUE
ﬁgv Vi~23 FOF-2 127194 an rort stub wing D=3
17 Vi~55  uD=l 129016  AA Mad iropeller & Fuselage D=2
20 V=321 FOF=-2 123054 AA Med Port stabilizer D=3
21 VF=C21 F9F-2 123425 A4 Med Nose cone D=3
21 Va=-55 =g 129013  aa lued Empanage D=3
22 Vim55  a)-i 128920 A4 Med Stbd wing stub )
22 VF=23 For-2 123033 Undt Aircraft disappeared

over eneny territory L
23 V..=55 ab=4 129012 AA aircraft crashed in

enemy territory L
23 VF-821 FOF-2 125106  4ia Empanage fuselage D=2

5 ENCLUSURE (1)
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Damage Inflicted on Eneny.

rRUBALLY
UESTRCYED JESTrUYEY DabinGEU

Trucks 22 7 33
Troc .o 15 50 -
gkt Cars 8 - I
Boat 13 -

Bldgs (Small) 32 10 31
RR Dridgcs 1 1

Hwy Bridges 2 | - 6
Warehouses 50 33 22
Gun vositions 12 2L 3
Supply Jumps L -- 3
iR Cuts 15 - -
Locomotive - - 2
Barracks 12 —— 8
Factory : 3 - l‘
Saw Mill - - 1
Bunkers 12 3 —
Anmo Dumps 1 - -
Vehicle Shelters 2 - -
Transformer Station 1 - -

‘ 6 ENCLUSUKE (1)
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UrERATIONS

The development of semi-coordinated strikes (those of two or
more groups by carriers on targets within 3 to 5 miles of each
other) heve eliminated the mandatory requirement of conferences
botwes. strike leaders and further eliminates the all to freguent

"hidicd’ o in the Air", On this type of strike the land-launch
frroculs ¢y rust be utilized by individual groups, making the

stiixe . ¢ cfficient and less complicated. 4 common channel, for
Mire .o strike cocrdination™ between strike lcaders, can be

assigne? -t the Staff levcl,.

Preper radio channclizotion of flights between operating
units is assunin; more importance as the targets shift from the
strategic to the tactical,

JET OrERaTIONS

On missicns involving an air Controller, within the immediate
vicinity of the main line of resistance, it is extremely important
that tho "time on varget” be specified and that the controllor is
on station, on time, any delay forces jet aircraft to crbit and
can only be accomplished at the expense of the mission involved and
in many instances has forced jets to completely abort the flight
and dump ordnance on reletively unimportant targets.

lin INTENANCE

average availebility for Sgyuadrons attached to Air Task Group
TWC were as follows:

VF-23 924 b
VF-321 93.7%
VF-871 99. 3%
Va-55 9040

Composite Detachments are included in squadron aireraft .availability.

7 ENCLUSURE (1)
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CRDNANGCE ELrBNOITURES
Type o , : ~
Ordnance ADY o FRUL  EOF2 anN FLUSN ‘TUTaL
2000 00 34, S 3
10500 -~ aw 155 29 ' 184
500 ¢u4 141 73 ;14 10 238
R5v #w 2Lk =236 352 4 L2 87k
100 par 283 84 L 421
350 7/~v} th 2 1 3
=01

260 ;fFL.G 102 64 320 38 524
31,25 alalt 12 14 12 38
5% ATak 36 136 56 278
MK 6 Flares , | 76 76
200 16,228 © L 22,485 5,900 4,500 49,113
50 CAiL, 33,000 33,000
TUTAL ‘

LisS . 438,899 181,680 238,226 37,397 26,945 923,129
TCT;L ’

TUNS 219, 419 90,84 119.113 18,639 13,474 461,565

HUNG URDNANCE REPURT

Type - ]

Urdnunce ABRU 1ha MK 55-1 MK 9 LaUNCHERS TCUTAL

108 a0 1 ' 1

250 7r(1l 2 1 3

260 ,fﬂli.uG 3 3
n.J ﬂﬂ. ﬁ___]é}.[, 5 i9

C TUTAL 16 5 5 20
LISyOSITIUN UF HUNG UitDNsNCE
Dropped
Remained off at
Ordnance on_rack Landing TUTAL
J}'( v 1 ‘ 1

250 3 3

260 7/' FanG 3 3

LT uR l8 :L' l_.i

.
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le 20MM and ,50 Caliber Guns

The performance cf all guns installed in aircraft was excellent)
Very fuw stoppages and only two malfunctions have occurreds. The :
barrei f onc 20MM gun installed in an ad4 aircraft explcded about §

l
t

fovrr Loacs from muzzle causing minor damege to wing of aircraft,
An ww=: barrel was found to have a slight bulge about 4 inches
frem' o w2 ende 4960113 rounds of 20Mm and 33,000 rcunds of

«50 ¢’ v amuniticn were fired during this periods. In only two
cases " e stoppages reported that might have been caused by cold
cathira

2« Lomhs ow . omnb Reocks

A total o 2,275 bombs of all types were dropped during this
periods OUnly five bombs failcd to relcase properlye These were
returncd aboard and all remained on racks during reccvery. The
overall pcrformance of all types of bomb racks was considered -
excellent.

3. Hockcts

during the operating periods Uf this number carried, ninecteen
rockets failed to fire and were returned aboard, all except one
remaining on launchers during recoverys Droken pigtails attributed |
to the return of nine rodkcts, six rockets came unplugged and the
remainder failed for various causes. The overall performance of
rockets and launchcrs was considered tc be goods

A total of 316 rockets of all types were carried by aircraft \
i

s
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MEDICAL

by

l, rerformance

a» Performance has been excellent and morale outstanding
durin~ *hls period of operation. However the loss cf three pilots
in a very short period of time during the latter part of the period
scvently mpaired the motivation of the air group personnel in
geaiala his dreop was noted with the loss cf the third pilot on
th. last hep of the period, and it is believed thut the effect will
be cnly fewporary.

2. L1lliocsa

a. Tier. hove been 23 pilots grounded during this period;
14 for shvt - lcds of time, 9 for longer periods. Upper
respirasory wnlvetions were the predominant causes for grounding
the verious perscuncle Uf the 9 grounded for longer periods
of *.mzy 2 were grounded fer Thrombosed Hemorrheids, 1 for severe
burte . L for o fractured arm, 1 for & generalized rruritis of
undevernined origin, 1 for respiratory illness. No pilots have
be2n grounded more than once for this period.

3. Casualties
&, Wounded in actiocne

l. There were no perscnnel wounded in action during
tnis pericd of operaticne

be Missing in action.

l. LTJG Daniel Lorenz MUSETTI, 507308/1315, USNK was

eported as missing in action fcllewing a strafing run over
communist territory, North Korea, 22 November 1952, in which he
was flying "tail end Charlie” position. Last radio contact .with
him was made just prior to dommencing the run, and upoen pulling
out, it was noted that he was no longer with the flight group.
Repeated searches for evidence of the pilot and the aircraft
proved unsuccessfule.

L. tsychiatric Disordcr.
as There were no man hours lest due to psychiatric discrders.
5. Vencreal Discase.

2e There were 10 cases of vencral diseasc; & of which were
gonorrhea, 2 of which were chancroid,

10 ENCLCSURE (1)
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6. DGE‘thSo

ae LTJG Lec Thomas FREIT4S, 5081
dead on 21 November 1952 when the F9F
strike the water about 250 yards off

DECLASSIFIED
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54/1315, USNH, was declared
-2 he was flying was seen to
the port bcw following a

norwal catapuit shot. The plane disintegrated instantly, and no

trace o7 the pilos was found.

p

by LT3 Jchn William HELLY, 24861
dead on 23 November 1952 following a

99/1310, USK was declared
search mission over comnpmunist

toreitoryy derth Korca. His plane was scen to explede into flanes,

the t~il Joosion break off, and the a

ircraft gc into a spin prior

to coasiing and expleding cn the ground. His wingman fcllowed him

dovrn ~al did not netice any evidence
rej (reol that thaern wes no chance for

of a2 parachute opening. He
survival,

~ 11 ENCLUSUKE (1)



