- AIR FORCE L
COMMANDER: s -

CABRIER AIR GEOUP ONE HUNDRED .

cfo ¥PO, San Francisco, Celif. OPS:rgh L

| D VY hod .
L o Serial: 030

From: Commsnder, Carrier Air Group ON§ HUNDRED TWO -
To: Commanding Officsr, U.S.S. BON HOMME RICHARD (CVv-31)

Subj: Action Report of Carrier Air Group ONE EUNDRED TWO for period of 18 Sep
. 1951 to0 18 Oct 1951 : :

Ref: {a) CHO Instruction OP 342 ser 408P34 of 1 July 1951

1. This rcport is forwarded for inclusion 4n the action rqport of tha U.5.5.
Z0N HOMIiE RICHARD (CV-3l) as reguired by reference (a).

2. Information, comment and recommendations are presented under the following
headings;

I. MISSION AND COMPOSITION
II. CHRONOLOGY
III, ORDNANCE
IV. DAMAGE
V. PERSONWEL PERFORMANCE AND CASUALTIES
V1. COMMENTS AND RECOM/ENDATIONS
4, OPERATIONS
B, INTELLIGWVOE
0. MAINTTHANCE
' D, ELECTRONICS
E. SURVIVAL
F.  MEDICAL
G, COMPOSITE SQUADRON TEANS
1. V03
2, V011
3. VC-35
4, V061 -

I. MISSION AND COMPOSITION

1. MISSION, Carrier aAir Group 102 departed Yokosuks, Japan 17 September 1951
aboard the U.5.5, BON HOMiE KICHARD {C¥-3l) for the feurth period of duty in the
opsrating area, The mission of Carrier Alr Group 102 was to fly closs air
support, armed recomnaissance, and strikes 1n support of the Unlted Nations
effort in Korea as assigned in the Daily Air Plen promulgated by CTF 77.

2, COMPOSITION,

UNIT TYPE Afc afc PILOTS PILOTS
COMHMANDER Alc 9/17 10/18 9/17 10/18
CAG 102 , _

CDR H,H, FUNK

VF-781

LODK C.l. OVELAND FOF2R 18 - 18 a s |
YP-783 -

LCDR J,0, ANTHONY F4U-4 18 13 % ' 25
VP-874 .

LCDR DuL. WATTS — FaU-4 15 12 a 20
VA-9233 - 15 13 27 27
LODR E.W, WILEY  AD-3 2 2 -

V03 _ '

IT R.D. WISE P4U-5HL 4 4 6 6
Ve-11 |

Lo ]
4}
N

LT LB, KIEK - AD-4W 3




uRIT, - TYPR Cajc afet Pmoms PITOTS”
" COMHANDER A/C 9/17 10/18 \ 917 10/18
V0-35 - - BEE

LCDR 4. WALDMAN AD-4¥ 2 2 - 6 6

ve-61 | .
LT W, WESTHORELAWD FOF-2P 3 3 4 4

This does not include the Alr Group Ixecutive Officer who flies the AD or
the Assistant Operations Officer who flies the ¥4U-4, Four LSO= are also
sattached to the Staff in a flight status. The Electronics Officer and the Air-
Intellizence Officers fly frequently in the AD4-Q observers..

I1I. CHRONOLOGY

1. Carrier Air Group 102 abeard the U.S.5, BON HOMME RICEARD departed Yokosuka,
Japan at 0600 on 17 September for it fourth combat cruise against the FNorth -
Korean Communists end their Chinese allies, Three pllots, LT Tom Allerd of
VP-874, ENS Chester Ringeisen of VE-783, and LT Bob Hughes of VF-78l werc left
behind for further treatment of injuries sustained during the preceding tour.

In addition o a new night fighter team, five replacement pilots were aboard %o
fill our renks depleted by the accurate flre of the enemy.

2, &n attempt was mede on the 18th of September to refresh all new pilofs dbut
because of unfavorable winds, the effort had to be abandoned. '

3. Tendezvous was effected with Task Force 77 in the Sea of Japan on the after-
noon of 19 September and on the following day operations were begun with 91
sorties boing launched, 75 offensive and 16 defensive. The tactical situation
mad chenged little, if at all, The seme bridges or their rebuilt bypasses Were
8till there to be btombed and bombed again, The enemy had many more railroad cars
to be sought out and destroyed, supply dumps to be burned, and motor vehicles to
be intcreepted., Last but not least, the antl-aircraft defanses were at the 0ld
stand operating with the same eofficiency and accuracy. Hine 100~foot boats were
destroyed by the early morning hecklers; five rail-road bridges were hit wilth one
or morc spans knockad down; a Close 4lr Suppori mission was most effective with
friendly tToope being able to move in on an enemy held ridge shorily after the
last plane had finished its run, The anti-aircraft fire wes intense with three
planes being hit on one strike, o :

4, The 2lst of September started ineuspiciously when o night fighter pilotad by
1T Soestur of V0-3 on a pre-dawn launch dridbled off the bow after a defective
catapult shot. The pilot was picked up uninjured by the destroyer plane guard.
In all, 98 sorties were launched, 82 being offensive and 16 defensive consisting
of Close Air Support missions, bridge strikes, Naval gun fire spotes, Jet armod
roconnaigsence, photographic sorties, anti-sud patrols and Combat alr Patrols.
Two warchouses were destroyed by one flight after their primary missiop, a large
railroad bridge, had been knocked éut. Jet armed reconnaiseance workel over 150
troops but results were undetermined. F4Usz on flak suppression knocked out two
and silenced four gun positions. Photo planes completed one-hundred per cend

of assigned missions, Bll defensive miseions were withoul vectors. :

5. On 22 Septembcr the Tade Force replenished and no air cperatlons were
conducted. | '

8. One locomotive, three railroad bridges, eleven railroad cars and ten ox~carte
were the offensive score on 23 September when 64 sorties were iaunched, In
addition, the approaches to two ather bridges wers seeded with 2,000 pound delayed
action tombs, Weather restricted the photo planes dut they covered seveniy por

" cent of their assigned targets.

7. Sixty-two offensive and 10 defensive missions were launched on 24 September.
Despite vigorous anti-sircraft opposition, & flight of 14 ADg and F4Us knocked
out two gpans of one rallread tridge and planted a 1,000 pound delayed action
bord in the middle of another, The flight d1d not escape unscathed however. An
F4U piloted by LDIG Roberta of VF-874 was hit and forced to ditch in Wonsan
Harbor. He was picked up uninjured by helicopter. JAnother strike had a field

' day hitting a large group of loaded box cars, When the last bomb had Deen dropped,

156 had been blown up and destroyed while 10 were left burning. The night hecklers.
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closed out the dey by destroying thrée buildingé andw'ktﬁdling a large fire in a
- factory, . , o L _
i

8. Apple hlossoms and dead Chinese llttered the Worth Xorean landscape on 25
Septenter after & flight of 14 plstons had bonbed,” napalmed, and strafed an
orchard and adjoining town reported to bde a bivousc area containing over 1,000
snemy troops. The slte was extremely well covered and striks leaders rgported
that if intelligence was correct, the toll of enemy casuslties must have baoen very
high, A4 bridge s%rike cut its primary target in five places then proceeded to
destroy five trucks and 12 bulldings,  The jets surprised 300 of $he enemy -
sncamped in a field and estimated one-third casualties, In all, 87 sorties were
flown, 15 defensive end 72 of fensive, 411 defensive misgions wers wlthout vectors.

9, On 28 qutaubér the Task Force replenished.

10. On the 27th of September, the "police action" was resumed with interdiction
and armed reconnai ssance missions along the enemy'!s nain supply routes, One
strike accounted for six railroad brid.es and one highway bridge in addition %o
ten buildings destroyed and 12 others left burning, The jebts scored threec rocket .
hite on a tank, destroyed threec hoavy trucks and killed an estinated 20 ftroops
accompanying the convey. The 4ir Group lost two nors planes to eneny actiom—
LIJG Browa of VP-783 piloting an F4U was hit and foresd %o ditch his plans on 2
river samd bar, A rescap was spesdlly organized by the strike leader, LC{DX Harman,
and by continuous strafing and frag toumting, the cnemy was prevented fromn
effecting the cepture, After about an hour, a helicopter appearedawg the rescue
was made. During the rescap, 20 troops Were seen to fall, the vietlms of accurate
strefing and btonbing., The second cmsualty was an AD-3 piloted by LT Boh Henard
_of Va-923, ke was hit by smell arns over Korea tut nursed his plane to the beach

before the oil pressure failéd and he was foreced to diteh, He was picked up .
speedily by & helicopter, In all 84 missions wers flown, 68 offensive and
16 defensive, ' o

i1, On 28 September and 29 Septomber little was accomplished because of adverse
weather conditions in the target areas, Thirty-two sorties were flown-thessitwo
days, 10 offensive and 22 defeneive, On the following day the TaskForce repleni-
shed, :

12, On LOctoher 13 defensive and 68 offensive sorties were launched, & rail-
road marshalling yard and roundhouse, the: lat ter sheltering three loconotives,
wes bombted and extensively damaged by one - Tlight of ADs and F4Us. 4 railroad
bridge and five factory buildings were destroyed by: another flight, Offensively
the enemy scored three hits on our planes. One FOF made & one-wheel landing
ehoard the Bon Homme LRichard with but ninor damage.

13, 4 rocket that fell a little short of i%s intended tarszet accounted for 15

enerly casuzlties to start off the day of 2 October when a total of 89 soriies

were launched, 4An FIF on armed reconnalssance spotted e group of 15 troops
grossing a wooden bridge, Before the pilot could press home the attack, the

- enemy had teken cover under the bridge, - Trying at leastto destroy the bridgs

& rocket attack was made, undershot end hit below and in*the nidst of the troops

blowing them up amnd inecidentally the bridgs. In addition, 13 large ratl-~oubs

were made by a flight of plston aircraft ani one large railroad tridge was

tattered and rondered inoperable, All defensive misslons were without vectors.

14, The enemy inflicted heavy losses on the Alr Group on 3 October, knocking
three of our planes ont of the sky. an F4U-4 piloted >y IT I, A, GUNDERT of
YF 874 was hit while on a Naval Gunfire spot, forcing hin to ball out at low
altitude. Iis chute appeared %6 open in a normal nanner but vhon & degtroyer
reached hin 15 minutes later, he was dead, spparently a vietin of drowning,

LP GUNDZED vas one of the most capable strike lemdersin his sguadron, He was
the elghth Air Group pilot k1lled. 4Ancther F4U-4, piloted by LT Les DOWHES of
V¥ 783 was hit while on a bridge interdiction nission, He was adle to fly his
plene to within 15 wniles of the Cozst tefore it finally burst inte flames and
he was forced to bail out. He landed safely, a regoap was set up, and the
pilot was pickod up by hellcopter. He suffered painful but superfiecial turas
while avandoning the alrcraft, 4n 4D-3 piloted by LIJG PROBEYN of V(C-35 was hit
in the engine aceessory section and forced %o returnto the Task Force, While
on the down-wind leg of hls approach the dadly smoking engine quit and a succes-
sful water landing was nmade, The pllot was guickly picked up by the helicopter
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18 September 1951 to 18 Octoher 1851.

ef the BONW EO¥® RICHARD. OfLen51vely the Group’sgdred eleven rall cuts on

an enemy rail line as well as knocking down one gpen of a large rallroad bridge.
In addition, a rescap was flewn over a downed South African pilot until the
resgcue was wmade.. In all 75 sorties ware flown, 10 defemsive and 65 offenslve.

15. October 4th was replenlshment day for the Task Ferce and no flight opera-
tions were condhcted.

15. On 5 Ogtober 82 sorities were launched, 16 defonsive and 86 offensive,

Three strike groups accounted far 52 different cuts on immortant enemy rail-
road supnly routes. Four trucks and two dbuildings were bturned and destroyed

by the dawn hecklers. ZPhoto reconnaissance completed 100% of thelr assigned
missions while all defensive vectors werd frisndly. The enemy struck dvack,
hitting another F4U wisth 40 MM fire forcing the pilot, LIJG INGIE, to dltch his
plane in the middle of a shallow river. Once again a rescap was set u» and '
accurate strafing kept the enemy dusy while the pilot walted for the helicopter
which appeared after forty-five minutes to affect the resecue. Of partlicular
interest was the mahner in which the pilot aided his own cause by employing

for the first time & method of indjcating t6 friendly planmes the quarter from
which enemy fire was heaviest, and the direction in which the planes should
strafe. It is o simple device consisting of & large plece of vivid red cloth
cut in the shape of an iscosceles triesngle. The cloth, when placed on the ground
or on the wiag of the ailrcraft with apex pointing at the concentratlion of firs,
is eclearly visible from 1000 feet. Ironically enocuszh the method was devised

by LT IEGLE himself iz his role of Survival Offlcer for his gguadron.

An F4U-4 piloted by LTJIG ROBTRTS of VF 874 was hit by AR fire in the wing and
wing root, Despite the demege to the aircreft, which necessitated & no flap.
100 kmot amrroach, 2 successful landing was made.

17. Six brideges, six trucks, one tank, two jeeps and 14 rail cuts were the
offensive totals of 6 October. In all, 823 sorties were launched, 86 offensive
and 16 defensive. On the debit gide the enemy accounted for two more of our
aircraft. LTJG BAILIY, VA 923, was hit and forced to ditch hig AD off the
Horth Korean Coast. He was picked up safely by helicopter. An F4U piloted by
110G SOREISEY of VF 874 was also forced to ditch in the water after recelving
‘20 and 40 millimeter hits in the engine and was picked wp in a matter of
minutes by a motor launch from a U. 3. crulser.

18. Routine interdiction missions, armed and phoio reconnalssance, combat alr
patrols and enti~submarine patrols were continued on 7 Octobver. A total of

80 sorties were flown, 64 being offensive and 16 defensive. .. .The Jets
surprised and destroyed five oxcarts and twenty-six enemy troops. vUne inter—
diction mission broke railroad lines in four places in sddition to destroying
five buildlngs and firing two oil dumps. Fhoto planes compllted their jodb
100%, the defensive missions were without vectors.

13, On 8 Cctobar the Tesk Force replenished.

20. On the 9th of October a2 total of 80 offensive and defensive sortlesz were
flown. Hishlight of the day was a special strike, led by the Alr Grotp Commenw
der, on a strateglc mining town and the battalion headguarters of the enemy.
Complete tactical svrprise resulted and before an enemy gun could ba drought
to bear the first bombs were reining down. Eighteen barracks, three locomo-
tives aad a transformer were destroyed. A large administration bullding {one
of the primary targets) wag saturated with napelm then blown to bits dy a
1000 pound bomb., . 5o complete was the destruction it was diffieult to identify
the wreckege as a building in the after strike photos, If there were in the
arca any Caucasians with pro-Comaunist leanings, they were treated to a
demonstration of the destructive power of a U.3. Naval Task Foree. Rall
gmeghes continued the harassment of enemy surply lines, breaking rallroads in
twenty-four places. Jets placed rockets in two tunrels, twisting and breaking
the rails and killing seven of 15 workers in the vicinity. A1l defensive
missions wers without vectors. . '

21, Despite tureatening wsather and low ceiling on 10 Octodber, ADs ang FAUs
succaeded in splitting enemy reil lines in 25 places. The day was climexed when
two jets on armed reconnalssance completely destroyed 40 oxcarts and 35 troops.

(4)
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The carts, evidently loaded with ammnition, blew up violehtlj after a feow hits
with 20 Mi cazmon fire. Impossidle flying conditisns cancelled out one piston
strike and the nite hecklers and a totel of 58 sorties were flown.

~22. On 11 October, 75 sorties wes the contribution to the police action wmade
by the Reserve squadrouns of St. Louis, Oskland snd Log Alamitow. OFf these,
63 were offensive and 12 defensive. In addition to many rail cuts and three
bridges dsstroyed, & flighi of jets intercepted and destroyed five largs,
heavily loaded trucks, With the able assistance of our brothers in srms froam
the U.3.8. ESSEX a goecisl strike misslon, ce~ordinated by CDR H. N, FUNK, was
lsunched ngainst a town sald %o contain meny thousand troops. Bighty per cent
of the builldings in the ares were destroyed together with three large warehouses.
Enemy troops were seen gwrywhere running for the doubtful shelter of h111&13gs ‘
that a few minutes later were hit with 1000# bomba.

23, All hands relaxsd on Colurbus Dey while the Task Force raplenished.

24, Operations were dragticelly curialled by poor weather on 13 October, a °
total of 32 of fensive and defensive misslons being flewn, Two locomotives
were daimaged by strafing while two strikes succeeded in braaking enemy rail
lines in 3] places. . )
25. lLow ceiling and voor visibility continued to restrict offensive operstiong
on 14 Getober when but 12 offengive and 4 defensive sortles were launched,
 However ths dsmage inflicted on the enemy was out of proportion to the numbder
of flights. The one and only strike group launched f:ll wson an estianted
600 to 800 enemy troops. Sixty-six strafing and vombing rung were mede with
pilots reporting an estimeted 300 casuslties.

26. Poor weathsr abated somewhat on 15 October when 66 offensive and defancsive
misgfons were flown. Interdiction and rail bresking strikes were continusd with
sleven rail outs made and four builldings and two warchouses destroyed. Two

troop carrlers wers hit by rockets and twenty of the enemy killed. Photo missions
wers able to complete all their assiguments while 2ll dafensive missions wers
without vectors. : :

27. 0On 16 October a totsl of 80 sorties were flown, &8 offensive and 12
defensive. 4 jet sweep wes diverted to attack = locomotive. The target wes
locatad and destroyed with 3 direct rocket hlts. PFistons continued their
effective disruption of znemy rell lines, breaking track in 36 places in addition
to toppling one or more espang of four reilroad bridges. FPhoto missions wsre

able to complete all their migsions end the defensivz vectors were friendly.

28. On 17 October the Task Ferce replenished and late that evening set sail
for YORQSUKA for a well dessrved rest.
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Subj:  Action Revort of Carrizr Air Group ONE HﬁNDHED ™0 for periled of
18 September 1951.and 18 October 1951. '
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DATE  OFFENSIVE  DEFENSIVE | TOTAL

_DATE  OFFENSIVE  DEFENSIVE TOTAL RUNS_
Sept. 20 75 15 .91 310
: 21 E B2 _ 18 98 _ £88
23 b8 . 8 r ) £ &8
24 BB 10 - ' Vi) 3L
28 72 15 : 87 482
27 68 ’ 186 S a4 - B0z
28 6 12 18 41
. 29 _ 4 10 . 14 ) 13
Oet 1 68 13 o Bl 260
2 77 12 89 328
3 66 10 : 5 458
5 66 16 . 88 496
8 66 16 a2 - 387
? 64 16 80 342
g 70 PO - 80 3b7
10 46 . 12 58 . 352
13 63 12 ' 75 . 451
13 24 _ 8 - 32 234
14 ig 4 18 162
15 50 16 _ - BA& . 338
16 _ 68 _ 12 80 499

20 Septe.ber includes 16 close air supzort sorties Tone have been flown
slnce thet date. '

III,  ORDNANCE

A, SUMHARY, The summary of armmunltion expended by Carrier Alr Group 108 dusking
the period 18 September to 18 October 1251 is contained in the action report
submitted 2y the U.5,5. HON HOMMEI RICHARD,

B. AERO 14 COMBINATION BOMB RACK 47D ROCKET LAUNCEER, During this period it is

noted that one squadron developed & little difficulty with the arming solenoid.

It has been necessary in each instance to change the complete rack inasmuch as

the solenoid is inaccessible, It is recommended By this commapd that close

maintenance checks be conducted both before and after flightsa. One F4U-4 squadron .

in their meintenance checks has instituted a light oiling prncedure which has
. proved quite effective.

3. 3OMBES. An inerease in the number of dnds has been experisnced during this
period when the VT nose and .0l second delay teil arming has been employed for
the Interdiction missions., When a VI fuze is employed, it ig recomnended that
the tail fuze be non-delsay, '
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Subjt Action Report of Cerrier Air Group ONE annamn WO for pertod ‘of
18 September 1951 to 18 October 1851 S

o me i i mm e e mm e e R m a EE A bw dw A deh mm ok mm wh me —m em dd e e M e mm wm At e m e e

IV. DAMAGE

A. DAVAGE TO OWN AIRCRAFT

TYPE OF PLANE NUMBER HIT e ishy

F4U~4 ' 12 £l

AD-3 : 13 AL

TOF-2B 4 Ab

P4U~SNL R FYY

AD-4 1 Ad

AD-4Q 1 AA

POF--2P o —
B. LOSS OF AIRCRAFT
1. ¥Not returned
Date Squadre : Type _' Bu. ¥o, Cause
6/20/51 . VC-3 TLU-SNL 124586 - A
9/21/51 . vC-3 T4U-58L 124557 catapult shot
9/24/51 VE-874 . F4U-4 -~ B2076 AL
9/27/50 - VB-78% F4U-4 82088 Ad
9/27/51 VA-923 ' AD-3 122730 Al
10/3/51 VF-874 F4U~d 97325 A
10/3/51 VE-783 F4U-4 - 81591 AA
10/3/51 Va-923 AD-3 122753 AL
10/5/41 VP-874 P44 97083 Al
i0/6/51 VA~933 AD-3 122852 A4
10/8/51 VP~874 F4U-4 97307 Ab
10/16/51 ©  V¥-874 U~ 81488 (Bssex off—) A4

" load

2. BReturned (Off-loads),

a, F%U;4 Bu, Mo, BO765. Due to high winds wing loaded with bexbs dropped
to the extended position causing wing reot damage.

b. Pdu-4 Bu, No. 97059, Port wing damaged by 40MM anti-alreraft fire
while on fiight over North Kores, Filot returmed to ship and landed without
incident. ' \ - :

. DP4U-4 Bu. No, 81488 damaged by anti-alrcraft fire while en striks. liade
energency landing en V.5.5. BSSEX., Transferred te U,S.5. BSSEX for offload
Yokosuka.

G, SUMFARY OF ACCIDENTS

1. On 20 September 1951, and PAU-BNL while on morning heckler wission owver
U rth Korea wes hit by anti-aircraft fire spproximately 20 miles west of Wonsan.
Plot dltched 4n Wonsan Harbor and was recovered by destroyer.,

2. On 21 September 1951 - P4U-5NL lost directly_ahead of the ship as 1t was
belng launched for pre~dawn heckler mission. Csuse believed to be defsctive
- catapult shot. Pllot was recovered by destroyer.

3. On 24 September 1951 — F4U-4 hit by anti-aircraft while on dridge strike.
Pilot ditched in Wonsan Harbor and recovered by destroyer.

-4, On 27 Seﬁtamber 1951 ~ P4U-4 hit b# anti-aircrafy fire while on a bridge
strike. Filct erash landed on sardbar and was reacued by helicopter. Plane
degtroyed.
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5., On 27 Septemker 1951 ~ ADHS hit by aﬁti—aircraft fire vhile on bridze strika.
Pilot ditched at sea ~nd was regeved by hellcopter.

-

6. On 3 October 1951 = F4U-4 kit hy anti-aircraft fire while on mavel gun fire
spot, FPilot balled cut as plane caught fire and was picked up vy destroyer.
Pilot pronocunced desed by duty corpaman when picked up.

7. Q, & Octoher 1951 - P4U-4 hit by anti-aireraft fire while on rail cutting
strike 2ast of Yangdok, Pilot attempted to meke Wonsan Bay but forced to ball
out 30 miles wast of Wonsan, Filot rescusd by helicopter. .

8. On 3 October 1951 - AD~3 while returning to ship for emergency londing
efter being hit by anti-aireraft fire, lost nower in the traffic cirels and
- ditched forward of ship, Pilot rescued by helicopter. '

9. 0On 5 October 1851 - P4U-4 kit by snti-aireraft fire while on strafing run,
Pilot crash landed 4n ¥ rth Xoresa and rescued by helicopter. PFlane deatroyad.

10. On 6 October 1951 — AD-3 hit by anti-sircraft fire while on ratl strike.
P1lot ditched at sea =nd rescued by helicopter, _ _

11, On & Octoder 1951 - P4AU-4 hit by anti-sireraft fire while on naval gun
gpot mission. Pilot ditched at sea and rescued by cruiser.

12, On 16 October 1951 - F4U4 transferred to U.S.S. BSSEX for qf: load follow-
Ing energency lanilng as a result of enemy anti-zircraft fire,

D. DAMAGE INFLICTED ON_EREMY'

TARGRT DESTRQO DAMAGED PROBABLY DAMAGED
Buildings 195 201 68
Factories 1 4 4
¥arshouses i8 v 0
Locomotive - 4 -9 bed
Raillroad cars - 162 337 B4
Vehicles 234 ' 175 - 45
Tanks ) ' 1 1 l
Boats 15 21 g
Bridges : 17 88 20
Tunnzls 0 5 B
Gun Positions 10 4 43
Supply Dunps 7 7 8
Anmo Dunps 4 0 o
Fuel Dumps 0 - -1 0
Ore Hine 0 1 0
Ore Mining Plant i .0 0
Roundhouses 0 1 1
Radio Station 0 1 0
Lumber Flles ¢] 3 2
Bunlars 10 1 0
Water Tank _ 1l 0 e
Troomg Filled 991

Rail cuts : 291

Bighway cube ' 10

The totsl number of troops kililzd are only those confirmed, Thers Were a
totel of 3897 troope attacked in the ebove flights. These figures do not’
inelude & special strike flown jointly by the U,S.S5. PON EOMME RICHARD end
U.5.8. ESSEX againgt en estimated 300 buildings housing troops and ammunition.

. When coufirmed damege assessment reports of thisg striks are recaivad. these
figures will be refeed substentially.
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" the face, necl, knees, ankles and wribte as a result of the ensuing fire

Suiﬂ: Action Report of Carrier Air Group.ONEr
18 Septeomber 1851 to 18 Octobbr 1951,
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A, gpgpgnga;_ge;fgrgagca
1. On 3 September, 100 enlisted men were transferred $o0 the USS BOXHR

for raturn to the U.S. for geparation in accordence with ALFAV 62 and 73.
Replacements were under orders but only about half had arrived on 30 Sep-
tember. Practically sll the men being separated were chicfs and reted men
and the loss wae keenly folt. The remaining men worked harder then ever to
meet the rigld operating scheduls. Morale was high and the job was done,
Replenishment periods between 30 September and 17 October brought additional
replacemeoitts and the Adr Group forsecs no(personnel problem for the remainder
of the combat tour,

2. During this 6perating ﬁeriod, three aviators were bemporarily grounded
- awaiting permanent revocetlon of duty involving flying by BuFers. Two were
grounded a% thelr own request; the third, physicallv as & result of weak
eyes.

3, Alr Grouvp ONZ BUKDRID TWO left YOKOSUKA at the bBeginning of this period
with a new night fighter tcem. The tean thet deoployed with the Group was
relieved after three months of combat operation. I% is recommendsd that,
for morale purposes, both the night fighter and night attack tcame serve the
same length of combat tour. The night attack tczam of this Group will have
served & full combat tour of six months when the Group is relieved.

B _CASUALTIES _
1, LT, 4, E, SOTSTEK, 384501/1315, USKR.

On 21 September 1951, LT, SOESTWE received mild abrasions of extremities
and a gtrain of the lower back and neck as & reeult of a defective catapuls
shot. Eis F4U-BIL "teaxied™ off the bow orn the morning launch, The pilot
wes plcked up by the guerd destroyer and returned to the shlp. :

2. 1LTJ¢ J, W. ROBERTS 504285/1315. USHR,

On 24 September 1951 LTJG ROETRTS reeeived a small abrasion of the 1eft
index finger as & result of ditching his FéU-4 in WONSAW Harbor. He was
plcked up by hellcopter, -

3, L7JG R Co BROWN, 499305/1310, USH,
On 27 Septenmber 1951 LTJG 3KOWH roceived abrasione of the extremities
and c¢hin as & result of & crash lending -after his plane was hit by anti-air-
craft fire, Le was rescued,by helicopter.

4, 1T L, 4, GUNDERT, 157638/1315, USHR,

On 3 October 1951 LT GUNDIRT received injuries, ceusing his death as a
rosult of the ensulng fire after his plane wes hit by enemy antil-airoraft fire.
Recavering from & run he was geen to parachute from his burning Corsair at an
altitode of approxinmetely 500 feect, His varachute opened properly &t approxi-
mately 150 feet and wheon picked up by the destroyer his "idae West" was in..
flated but he was pronounced dead by the duty corpsman. He war reported
burnod and with water in his lungs, Definite csuse of death 1s unknown by
this command. LT GUNDIRT' s body was transferred to ﬁaval Hospital, Yokosula,
for disposition,

5. LTJG L. R DOWNS, 522168/1310, USH,
On 3 Cotober 1951 LTJG DOWIS received first and second degree burns of

after his planc was hit by cnemy anti-aireraft fire while on & gtrike mission,
Ko parachuted from the burning F4U-¢ 36 milee west of WOWSAK and wag roscued
by helicopter, “

6. LT Yie Un INCME, Jr., 453365,1315' US.L\TR.

On & October 1951 LT IHGLE received multiple contusions and abrasions
and 2 small shrepnel wound on the right cheek as & result of enemy anti-air-
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craft fire, He crached landed his F4U—4 in North Korea eud was rescued by
helicopter.

7. ms W, ¢, BAILIY, 507924/1310, USH

7. 6 Octeber 1951 ZNS BAILTY received a sprain of the lower tack as a
result of ditching his AD-3 off the east coast of Korea, He was reecusd by
aeliccpter. ‘ :

8. LIJG R, C, som:so»r. 4?0504/1315. USHR -

On 8 October 1951 ITIG SORENSON received 2 sprain of the back and neck as
& rasult of dltching his P-4 off the aesst coast of Korea. HEe wag picked wp
by & naarvy crulser, .

V1. COMMENTS AND RECOMITNDATIONS
A. OPERATIONS

1. The Air Group continues to operate with the smartness befitting a veteran
organization. With the departure of the BOXER and CVG 101, Air Group 102 became
the senior zrouwp in length of service in the Koresn area, Take coffs, rendezvous,
‘break-ups and landings become gtrictly routine. Wave—offs for poor approaches
were rare 2nd aluost non~existent once the five replacement pllots, who came
ahoard at the beginning of this period, had two or three flights under thelr belt,

2. Thig resorting period will go down in the history ef the Air Grcup ag the
*Lincoln" or Yrall-splitting’ erm. With the exception of two "gpecialll strike
miselong, Task Force 77 concentroted en knocking out the rail transportation
system of Northern Kor¢m. Reports were received that the enemy suffersd from
lack of sucply of rails. By utiligetion of rall strikses by the prop alrerafs,
Tagk Force 77 mede it increasingly difficult for the enemy to repeir his rail
system. 3By bozbing and geedlng the road bed between sarshalling yards every
mile or two, the enemy logigtics problem became acute. 4As meny as 23 cuts wers
scored by an Air Group 102 flight in a 12 te 15 mile stratch of trmeck. Pilots
especially approved this program since 1t tended to force the enemy to gpread
out his anti-aireraft defenses. Instead of repeated dives on dbrildges with highly
concentrated defenge fire, the pilots were covering on area wlth gcatterad .
anti-alreraft fire »nd usnlly making e single dive on & particular part of the oL
roadbed.

3. As a result of this "ra11~sp11tting“ program plus the temnorary turalng over
of (loss Air Support to the Marines and Air Force, damege to alrcraft fron '
enemy swall arng and anti-aireraft decreased substantially during this peried.

In addition, pilote are using the cunning gained Yy experiesnce to eubtwit the
nemy. Jinxing, split attecks, surprise, use of the sun, 2nd similar tectics are
constantly practiced to give the snemy gunmen ae tough & shot ag possible. FPlanee
are still getting hit, however. During this psriod, 43 pleanss were hit by antl~.
aireraft fire, eleven wers losseg¢. Since this Group begen combat operations on
31 May 1951, it has suffered &amage by anti~aireraft or smsll arms to 250 alr-
eraft. One Corsair pilot has had his plane shot up on thirteen different
cecagions altheugh he had not oxposed himself to enemy fire any more than the
average, It is doubtful if there are many, 1f any, World War II pilots who have
been hit that meny times. It's a nighty. rugeed pelice actionl

4, At ths snd of thils reporting period, the average pllct was nearing the 50
 migsion mark, The Air Grouwp Comnander hesded the sortie list with 72 strike/
flight migsions in the combat zone,

B, - IFTELLIGELCE
1. ZEscape snd Evasion. Pllots are constantly reminded of Escape and g_‘
_Bvaslon techrnigues with ssch briefing., During this period .of operation the i
Air Growp has had eleyen (11) planes which falled to return to the ship. Of L
the eleven {11) only one pilet was lost. {This less is coveréa in the - casualty '

R S
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~ iocation of the Fleet shipbased rescue helicopters. Instances have ccaurred

. 4. Reported hook droppihg while taxling the ¥F9F mercss the Davis barriers

_eliminating the cause,

-serlous fire hazards on the hangar deck. Tip tanks are no longer fueled on the

18 September 1951 to 18 October 1951
saction of thig report). N ' Sy

With the spproach of winter the prodlem of survival on lsnd and in the
water 1ls foremost in %Yhe minds of the rilotss In this -connection 1t might de
well to wention that the Air Group is looking forward to receiving the Survival
Xits promised by Air Pac sometins ago (CondirPac dispateh 0101447 of Sept. !51).
It is hoped the threze Presently on hend will be sufficlent for the next opera-—
ting period. '

2. _Reworts. The submission of reguired Air Attack Reports {OpNev 358-1
Rev 2-51) has lagged considersbly due to the noa~reseipt of required shencils.
It 1s requested that the systen of procuremsnt. mnd suprly be investigated and
reviged to assure expeditious receipt of the stencils.

3. Intellirenge Material * 411 material needed for briefings is availadle
it the squadron intelligonce officers from the ship intelligence office.
Fowever, there is needed an adequate system for keeping a curront flak index.
Ooasiderable difficulty has becn oncountered in accurstely plotting the

(through no fault of the ship's intelllgence office) when the location of a
erulser or other ship with a rescue helicopter has been reported in the daily
Naval Suumary as being at Bungnem when actuslly the ship was off the bomblins.
More accurate location of shipe with helicopters is mendatory for Air Intelli~
gence briefings on Alr Jea rescus facilities,

4. awards -~ It is etrongly recommended that a dbmmon ground be &etermined
for the grenting of awards by all services, Similar action by two members of
two different services cftsn bring twe widely divergent recommendations for
awards.

0. NAINTZFANCE

1. Piston trpe aireraff have held up very well during this pericd considering
the type of operstionsg and the age of the aireraft. Replacement hasg been very
slow, possidly &ue to the high number of replacements required bty 2ll the
operating units in the area. In some ingtances it has taken over 30 days to
get replacements. In order to continue flying the number of strikes required,
the meintenance crews heve had to step up thelr avallebility because of the
shortage of aircraft. It has been necessary to keep & rumning check on all
aireraft i.e., Working or the alrcraft whenever woesible and not walting until
the regular check period. :

2. Fiftesn sets of FQW—B inboard flap panels were roguisitioned for current
replacement of demaged flups and anticipated needs. Extensive flap damage

is flons by the towing bridle of the ecatapult during laimching,  Unless the
equipment 1s modified there is no reason to belleve the condition will change.

3. TFuel contamination has been noticed in the F3F. No serious emergency con~
ditiohs have oceurred in flight because of the precauntionary measurss bteing
taken to prevent power plant fallures. Compliance with ComdlrPac dispateh
132047Z2 of October 2nd other procedures are being accomplished. After spproxi-
nately 120 operating hours over the Korean arsa during the summer .months, there
is nodiceable accumulation of dirt in the tip tanks and aain fuel cells. It

is recommended that squadrons epersting P9F-2 aireraft (without tip tank air
vent filter) inspect tip tanks for cleanliness every 120 hours and clean if
necegsary.

hae been temporarily solved., In esch instance where a hook dropped the star-
beard olec was fully extendsd, thereby allowing the nuterscker ewitch to & %~
switch to ianterrupt the tail book elestricsl circuit, Proper vleo gervicing
has prevented any oleos from extending to the full travel position therebhy

5. The technigue im fueling the POF has receﬂtly been modified because of

(11)
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flight deck prior to flight, Yain fuel cells are aisc fueled on the flight
deck and only in special cases are they filled off the hanger deck. Fueling
is done with pronortloners when pessible. to get 4 nn&rcrm frel=-oil mixture.

8. Starting troudles have heen minimized by & routine iznitor clsaning pro-
cedure. after six to eight hours of operaticn, B. G. lgnitors ars cleansd and
test fired. If, after cleaning, they do not test fire with a dlue spark they
are replaced. Replacement is seldom based on electrode gpacing as the space
can be within 1imits and still not function properly

D. _LECT?O 7103

1, The performance of the eirborne electronic equipment during this pericd
remained at & high level and excellent results were obiained, ' He major pro-
tlems were encountered except the continuation of lack of certain critlesal
P=ts not easily avalledle in the surply systam.

€. During thils period the main electronic equipment uwsed wes the same as shown
in our previcus action reports. These consisted of ths communication trans—
uitter-receivers (AN/ARC-1), homing devices (AN/ARN-6 sand AJ/ARR-2A), redio
altimeters (AF/APW~1), IFF wnits (AF /AP‘(—:L AT/AFX-3 and Jlu/m %-8) and

redar (AV/APX-104 and AN/APS-20A), Some use was made of the AN/APS-4 radar _
in conrection with ASP escort using AD-type sircraft or when weather conditions
warranted addltional measures for locsting the Task Force.

3. The operation of the Aviation Electronic Shop under the supervision of the
Air Growp Staff Electronics Officer continued with good results and permitted
assignment of personnel whare required to handle any peak in the maintenance-
work load. :

I. SURVIVAL

1. Over Lond - With the expected arrival of ten (10} promised Survi-al Kits

as outlined in ComAirPac dispatch 0101447 of September 1951, there will be a
total of sixteen (18) kits eboard. With these the &ir Grovp will be well -
squipped for any emergency that requires assistance over leand or sea. Two kits
have been drop-ad accidently and on 21 September e third was dropped for use

of a downed pilot. This constitutes a total of three (3) kits that have baen
dropred gince leaving the States.

On 21 September 1851, while flying on & regulsr mission, a pllot from the
USS BOXER noticed what sppeared to be a parachute stretched out on the ground
below him, Having no access to a drevpable kit he immedlately regquested one bse
dropped by one of the Alr Group 102 planes. The nilot answering the rsquest
flew over the area two or thres times to see if there were any signs of 1ife.

There was no indication of any survivor; however, the pilot dropped the Survival

E1t {0 sliminate any doubt in his mind as to the possibiliity of anyone neading
the equipment. No word has been received as vet regarding the opened chute or
kit, ' ' :

2, QOver ¥Water It is quite appropriate at this time to mention that all

downed pi pliots of Carrier Alr Group 102 have been reached and recovsred, ZInough
pralse cannot be given for the wagnificent job the helicopter pllots are doing.
Without them, the chances for survival would be very low, In additicn to rescu—
ing pllots downed in the water the helicopters have gone inland as far as 50
miles to pick wp a downed pilot. The ¢ooperation of the pilots escorting the
helicopter while on dangerous rescus migsions behind enemy lines hag bsen oule

- standing,

All pilots are survival conscious, both for themgelves and their comrades.
& recent lncident bears this out very strongly. ITJG ROBERTS cut off his own
seat—-vack life raft dronping it fto a pilot who wes forced to diteh hig plane and
had taken to the water sane Llife raft., BROBERTS ecireled the pilot two or thres

times o determins thet he was perfectly safe bYefore returning to his ship., In

the meantime a helicopter hed been alerted and the nearest destroyer also notic

~ fled of the position of the men in trouble. The pilot wes pickéd wp within a

(12)
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very shorty time and returned to his ship, none the worse for the experisnce,

The ADAQs, -4Ws and —4ls of Air Group 102 are now equipred with extra 1ife
rafts thet may bBe drovped te pilots downed in the water, The night fighters
are also carrying their share of survival gear as well as extra Life rafts.
Pilots are carrying an ample sup~ly of night flares, thus facilitating the
visval gearch for one-man life rafts if necessery,.

3. Ig¢grgign_pg ts ~ The temperature of the sir and water eround the oparating
area in Xorea has dropped considerably, This is attested to by two of our
pilots who recently diteched thelr planes. The water at Songjin has reeched a
new low of 48°% which 1sn't cold enough to0 fresze a man immediately, however, it
has been decided to don imnersion eults as a precaution. These suits, worn
expsrimentally by 11 the pilots on a few miselons, have besn mccepied favorsbly,
“a-“ ¥I1l be wWorn the next period of operations - - eround the first of November.
¥:iu vhese imrersion sults for water survival and the winter survival gear to

to used on land, the chences for survivel are greatly enhanced.

4, Conditioning Roog -~ The forward decontemination room, now belng used for a
condltioning room for all pilots, is proving its worth in maintaining the
physicel condition of the pilots, The room iz congtantly in use, defors and
after hops, and serves ss a morale factor for the pilets are confident of their
chances of survivel when their Yodies are in excellent physicel condition.

¥, XEDICAL
Fo compent.
G. OCOMPOSITB SQUADEQN TEAMS. VG811

1. CAMERAS. :

Aeridl cemeras for the three photo pl2nes are furnished by the ghip ond an
adequate number has been available to change cemeras when one becomes defective,
Tach aircraft tekes two cameras; one in the vertical position and ome in the
horizental positioh. The team has used the E~17 camera with the 12" cone almest
exclusively, and conslders it the best all around focal length of the three
available. & 24" focal length camera would be excellent for mepping heavily
defended areas with a large scale., The 24" camera will not fit in the present
photo modification of the FIF-2P, but it 1s recommended that provisions for v
installation of this camera T2 included 1n future medifications of fighters
to photographic plares.

The 6" canera has been used very little, In the vertical position its only
velue is in cutting down the altitude necessary to get scales of from 1/30,000
to 1/56,000, Such small scales have Tarely been called for, but since this
camera will fift the mounts instelled for a 12" or 2497 camers, it is ugeful on
ocoasion. In the horizontel posltion the 6" camera has no advantege over the
12" in the type of photography called for and 1t recuires a lower sltitude fo
get the same scele ag the 12". Tor this reason it hag not been used in this
position since the 12" horizontsl mounts bzcame awmiladle in July.

‘The ew capers case drives made avallable to the tesm in August are exesllent.
With a recycle time of slightly over one second they =2llow the pileot to take
full advantage of the jet alrereft's speed. With the intervalometer set on its
minimum time of 2 seconds, the pilots can now get the proper overlap at
1niicated airepeeds of 365 Imots »5.5008 feot instezd of the previous maximum
- of 260 kaots, with the old 3 second recyele casedrive. The higher speed not.
only cuts down the chsnce of being hit by A4 fire, but it incresged the
attitude control by the pilot while meking a steep turn on t6 his flight line,
holding the reqguired altitude., Less time is also gpent on long flight
lines g0 the amount of drift is lessened consiferably, and fuel consumption is
decrensed since scattered targets can be taken without slowing down from normal
cruising epesds. With the shutter speed set at 1/225 of a second, no drop in
the sharpness and quality of prints has been noticed since the pilots have
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started using the higher airspeeds. However, it 1s receumended that & camere
vith a faster lens snd shutter speecd be developed, or made availadle, since the ;
limiting factor on the groundspeed is new the apparent motion rather than the ' 12
overlap. ;

2, INSTRUMEZTS _

' The present remote control compass in the FOF-2P is not entirely satis-
factery for photographic mlsslons. In order to hit flight lines accurately with
the limited vieibility forwsrd and downward, the pilet muet turn on to his
heading over the flight line in a steep bank, The compasses often lag or over-
shoot ebout 15 dégrees from the heading the pilot wished to step on. A sgeparate
diregtional gyroe is recomnended for this purpose.

The G—2 compasses in the team's planes wers swhng before ambarkaticn. bet
ar= now off as much as 10 degrees from the magnetic compass. Thig is probably
o OF a high percentage of the Air Greup planes and it is suggested that a
-t iass Tose be painted on the dock in Yokosuka iz such 2 position that the
1.anes could be lowered directly on to the compazs ress by one of the cranes
avallabdle.

<. BSCORIS_
Bzcorts furnished the photo planes by VF 781 have done an excellent goh
mey have been very conscientious sbout keeping the photo plane in sight,
keeping a lookout for enemy alrer=ft =nd enemy anti-aircraft fire, and have
been able to out down their fuel consummilon to the point. that they usually have
as much as the photo plene. However, a single sscort with an unarmed photo
plage world not be adeguate if. enemy alrcrafi were gncountered.

Vil  COFCLUSION

1. The Air Growp continued to receive praise fer its work., CTF 77 dispatch
of 100218%7 of Octover stated: : -

”AIR GROUP 102 DID AT OUTS¢ATDTFG JCR IN DESTROYING TEE IMPCRTANT
MINING CENTZER AND FUMEROUS BUILDINGS AT CHONJANG YESTERDAY X WELL
DO’J"‘X RAIM J J CLARK SEFDS X

GTF 77 dispatch of 1109142 Octobver stated:

0 ESIEX AND BOW HOML 2 RICHARD SPECIAL KISSIOXN
STRI¥E GROUPS WELL DONME X

g, ¥. TUNK
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