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PART I
MISSION AND COMPOSITION
MESSTONs

1+ The mission, upon feturning to Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN in the area -
off the east coast of Korea as a unit of the United Nations Naval Forces,
was blockading the North Kotean coast and pursuing a systematic program *
of interdiction against enemy supply routes and destroying air facilities,
power complexes, and manufacturing centers in North Korea to prevent further
offensive action by the enemye Close air support to frontline ground forces
to be furnished upon requeste

COMPOSITIONS

OPERATIONAL A/C PILOTS
UNIT TYPE A/C 7 JAN 11 FEB 7 JAN 11 FEB
CVG-12 NONE NONE NONE é 7
CIR Ge Pe CHASE
Commanding
VF-121 F9F=5 15 Iy 23 25
ICDR S. R. HOIM
Commanding

’
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OPERATIONAL 4/C PILOTS
UNIT TYPE A/C T JAN 11 FEB 7 JAN 11 FEB
VP-122 : F9F=5 15 L 25 25
ICTR J. We WYRICK
Commanding ,
VF-12l FlyU- i/} 1 # 2l 2l
ICDR M. Ds CARMODY
Commanding
VA-125 AD=3/AD-4 16 13 # 22 21
ICTR As He GUNDERSON :
Commanding
VC-3 (Det ®G") FLU-5N b 3 5 5
ICTR G. Ve STAEHELI
Of ficer—~in-Charge
VC-11 AD-dW 3 2 5 5
LT He Fo GERNERT
Officer—in-Charge
VC-35 AD-IN L h 5 5
LT W. Pe KISER
Officer-in-Charge
V61 FOH-2P/FSF-5P 3 2 5 5
LT J. Fe GROSSER
Officer—in-Charge — —_— — —_—
J[SER CHANCE ATEND OF TOTALS  sa¢3 19 63 122 121 C/.I:L]
DOCOMENT,

¥ VF-121 Received three replacement aircraft on board during this periode

s# VF=122 Received one replacement aircraft on board during this periode
¢ VF-12] Received two replacement aircraft on board during this periods
# VA-125 Received one replacement aircraft on board during this periode

ICIR A. Ho GUNDERSON assumed Command of VA-125 upon the death of
CIR Je C. MICHEEL on 1 February 1953. :

The Air Group Commander flies alternately with VF-121 and VA-125s The Air
Group Staff Operations Officer flies with VF-122, A doctor designated as
a Naval Aviator, the Electronics Officer and three LeSe0Os's comprise the
remaining five pilots on the Staff and they do not fly from the shipe
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CHRONOLOGY

i.:, Jamarg - Departed YOKOSUKA, Japan, to join Task Force SEVENTY.SEVEN.
onducted air operations, exercises in conjunction with the U.Se Air Force,
totaling fifty sortiess

8 Jan ~ Rough seas and weather forced cancellation of scheduled
exerc?:ses.

9 Jan? « Erroute to the operating area, fifty-two refresher sorties
were OWhe

10 January -~ No flight operations - replenishment,

11 January - No flight operations — weathers

12 January ~ No flight operations - rough seas and weather.
13 Jamary - No flight operations - rough seas and weathere
1l Jaruary - No flight operations — rough seas and weathere

15 January = Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO returned to action flying fifty-nine
Sorbies and dropping forty-one tons of bombse The AD's and FLU's, flying
close air support, destroyed nine bunkers and forty yards of trenches and
damaged seven artillery positions. Both the props and the jets attacked
supply concentrations and personnel shelters near the front liness An
estimated seventeen buildings were destroyed and twenty-eight damagede
Several secondary explosions were obsexrveds

16 Jamierr - Early morning hecklers successfully attacked a military
BTvouss avea south of HAMHUNG causing secondary explosionse The Skyraiders
and Corsairs combined efforts in strikes on supply shelters southwest of
SONGJIN ana a mining area south of KILCHU., Eighteen buildings were
destrored zod another twelve damageds The F9F-5's, after flying north
central rocomaissance routes, attacked fishing facilities at SIMPO. FPoor
visibility prevented observation of resultse In the afternoon, jets flew
flak suppression for the props attacking supply and personnel. build-up
areas south of CHANGYON-NI, along the eastern front linese A secondary
explosion was observed as two buildings were destroyed and eight damagede
Five boxcars were destroyed and ten damaged as a jet strike attacked rails
road facilities near YANGwDOK. Fifty-two tons of bombs were dropped during
the day's eighty-five sortiese

17 Jan}% - A flight of Panther jets attacked supply dumps just behind the
enemy's fromt lines. Ten supply bulldings were destroyed and four damagede
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Jets flying reconnaissance destroyed three supply storage shelters near
PUKCHONG and killed six enemy troops caught repairing railroad tracks near
HAMHUNG, The FLU's and AD's contimied to press attacks against enemy sup-
ply concentrations behind the front lines, Eighty~five sorties were flown
and fifty-nine tons of bombs droppede.

LTJG John C. DUCK, USNR, VF-87h, successfully landed his flak-damaged
FLU at K-18,.

18 Jaruary - USS ORISKANY planes dropped forty-two tons of bombs during
sixty~three sorties before air operations were cancelled because of bad
weather and rough seass The morning hecklers, covering the coastal recco
routes, destroyed two barracks buildings and damaged eleven trucks, a
transformer station and a highway bridge north of HUNGNAMs A jet strike
severely damaged a mining complex near SONGJIN while jet reccos damaged
two locomotives, three railroad repair shops, a camouflaged tank and
several boxcars in the HAMHUNG area, The propeller aircraft bombed supply
build-ups and troop shelters east of PYONGGANGe Damage assessment was
hampered by smoke and dust over the targets

ENS Leo D LINHARD, USNR, VF-783, was rescued uninjured by a helicopter
vhen his F9F-5 was hit by enemy anti~airecraft fire, forcing him to ditch in
WONSAN Harbor,

19 January = No flight operations — replenishment.

20 Jamuary - The AD's and FhU's flew close air supporte The controller's
evaIuat%on was 100 percent coverage of the targets and 100 percent effective
use of ordnances Twenty supply stacks were destroyed and five damaged,- The
propeller aircraft strikes were against supply shelters along the bombline
and factory buildings and warehouses north of WONSANe Eight supply shelters
were destroyed and five factory buildings and six warehouses were heavlly
damaged, Jets damaged seven buildings in a strike on a storage area near
HONGWON. They killed six troops, destroyed a radar installation and damaged
a large warchouse during the day!s recco missionse Ninety-six sorties were
flown and sixty-eight tons of bombs were droppeds. - :

21 January ~ With jets providing flak suppression, two large secondary
explosions resulted as the props covered an estimated ninety percent of a
supply build-up area northeast of ANDO-RI. In strikes on storage buildings
east of MAJON~NI and marshalling yerds at WONSAN, the AD's and FLU's
destroyed a roundhousey two buildings and two railroad carse Two storage
buildings and four boxcars were damaged, The Corsairs and Skyraiders also
flew close air support, killing twenty and wounding eighty-five enemy
troopse Ten gun positions and 150 yards of trenches were damageds The
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jets attacked warehouses and troop billeting areas in strikes near MAJON-NI
and HUNGNAM, destroying dtmoo buildings and damaging two otherse The hecklers,
searching west and north of WONSAN, destroyed seven and damaged six truckse
Sixty~four tons of bombs ware drepped during the day® ninety-nine sortiese

22 Jamu - USS ORISKANY propeller aircraft attacked supply shelters east
of Mlﬂﬁﬁl and an oil processing plant at KILCHU. A large fucl fire was
started, eight buildings were destroyed and twelve damaged, The jebs
destroyed four boxcars as they cut the railroad tracks in three places
between KUM«NI and WONSANe In the afternoon the props concentrated on
cutting rails between ORI-RI-KYONGHUNG-NI and SONGJIN~KILCHU while the

jets were bombing supply shelters in the vicinity of SANGHOE-RI near the
front linese Twenty~one railouts were made by the AD's and Fhutse The
jets left five large fires burning in the supply area. Ninety-five sorties
were flown and seventy-four tons of bombs were droppeds

%ﬁ_n% = Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO dropped sixty=seven tons of bombs

g ety-nine sortiese The AD's flew close air support while the

FiU's struck industrial buildings south of HAMAUNGe At the front lines,

the Skyrailders destroyed three ammo dumps and damaged four gun positions
while the Corsairs destrugod seven and damaged ten factory~type buildings

at the industrial site, During the afternoon jets attacked military supply
concertrations near the bombline and rescosd northwest of HAMHUNGe The
props flew three strikes, destroying six and damaging nine personnel shelters
south of WONSAN, They destroyed two military barracks north of WONSAN and
heavily damaged three buildings at a power submstation west of TANCHONe

2ly Jamuary = No flight operations - replenishmente

25 Janu% - The early morning hecklers, searching recco routes north and
east o SiN, destroyed nine trucks and damaged twenty-four otherse AD's
and FLU's, flying close air support, damaged seven bunkers and three artile
lery positions and destroyed one hundred yards of trenchess A4 Jot strike
near KTICHU destroyed one werehouse and damaged fives One great explosion
and large fires were seen as three buildings were destroyed and four damaged
on a prop strike against personnel billeting areas northwest of HOEYANG, -
One hundred three sorties were flown and sixty-eight tons of bombs were
droppeds

26 Jamu - Sixty-four tons of bombs were dropped during the day's ninety-
nine sorﬁes as both props and jets conducted strikes against enemy supply
stockpiles and personnel shelters behind the eastern section of the enemy
front lines, Ninety percent of the assigned target areas were covereds In
two close air support missions the props damaged or destroyed twenty=six
bunkers, three mortar positions and 150 yards of trenchess Bombs and napalm

~
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were effectively employed against coastal gun positions north of WONSANe

Three of tho four gun ports were sooleds The niecht hecklers, harragsing

traffic nlong the north central rocco routes, destrcyed seven and danaged
nine trucks znd set one fupl dump ablaze.

ENS De L« BRENNER, USNR, VF-87)4, was foroed to ditch off HUNGNAM when
probable enemy small arms fire damaged his FLU on a naval gun fire spotting
missions ENS BRENNER, uninjured, was rescued by a helicopter from the
cruiser USS L0OS ANGELES,

27 Janu - The Panther jets continued to devastate material build-up
concenfra¥ions as they attacked supply shelters northeast of PYONGGANG,

and southwest of CHANGYON-NI, Complete damage assessment was hampered by
smoke and debrisy but an estimated ten supply stacks were destroyed and
fifteen damageds Fouwr secondary explosions were set off and three fires
were left burninge The Corsairs and Skyraiders provided close air support
and attacked warchouse facilities near NAJON~NI., Twenty-five bunkers were
hit along the front lines while two direct hits and five secondary explosions
were observed in the warehouse area, The day's totals were 103 sorties flown
and sixty-seven tons of bombs droppede

28 January « Jets, searching recco routes from KUWON west to SUNU-DONG,
destroyed two buildings, killed fifteen troops in strafing runs on billeting
areas and damaged twelve oxcartse The props destroyed eight and damaged
twelve warehouses as they attacked supply areas near PUKCHONG and south of
TANCHON, Sixty=one sorties were flown with thirty-nine tons of bombs dropped
before bad weather forced cancellation of flight operationse

29 January - No flight operations = partial replenishment in rough sease

30 Jamxg_x% ~ Continued replenishment delayed commencement of flight operw
ationse ~In two strikes in the afternoon the jets attacked newly constructed
varracks buildings above CHONGJIN and storage buildings just south WONSANe
Three barracks were destroyed and seven damageds Poor visibility hampered
damage assessment at the storage site, although ninety percent of the
ordnance was dropped in the target area, The Skyraiders, diverted from
close air support, attacked personnel buildings and shelterse They reported
twelve destroyed and ten damaged as large fires were left burninge The
Corsairs, attacking a vehicle refueling area near SANGNONG-NI, observed

six secondary explosions and a large fires The entire area, including
possible underground storage facilities, was heavily damageds The night
hecklers destroyed six trucks and damaged at least twenty-three otherse
Thirty-two tons of bombs were dropped during the day's fifty-two sortiese

31 Januaﬁ ~ Throughout the day Air Group ONE HUNDRED TWO planes from the
conducted wellmcoordinated strikes against a variety of targets
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in and about WONSANs In the morning, the jets attacked supply shelters and

a2 sub-power station while the props bombed military billeting areass

numerous secondary explosions and fires were seen, Heavy damage was apparent
as ninety percent of the ordnance fell in the assigned target arease The
F9F-51s flew TARCAP during the afternoon as the AD's and FLU's bombed concrete
hangars, fuel tanks, supply shelters, ammo storage revetments and underground
storage facilities, Two fuel tanks were seen to be destroyed while one

hangar and one fuel tank were damaged, Panther jets damaged eleven buildings,
started three fires and caused a large secondary explosion in a strike on a
military billeting area near PUKCHONG., One hundred sorties were flown and
seventy-five tons of bonbe were dropped,

1 Febr ~ Jet reccos with prop strikes and close ailr support comprised most
of the %ay's ninety~nine sorties during which seventy tons of bombs were
droppeds Searching for moving targets along the main supply routes west and
northwest of WONSAN, the jets damaged several trucks and scattered small
colums of oxcartse A jet strike on supply shelters near PUKCHONG caused a
large secondary explosion and left seven shelters burning, The AD and Fiw

‘ strikes were conducted against supply shelters near MAJON-NI and a vital

! highway bridge at OUSIL, close to the front lines, All the ordnance was
dropped in the assigned supply shelter area, resulting in a large secondary
explosion with several fires observeds The bridge was heavily damaged as two
cuts were made by direct hitse The Skyralders and Corsairs, on close air
support, destroyed four bunkers and 260 yards of trenchese Eleven trucks were
destroyed and fourteen damaged as the night hecklers disrupted traffic along
the coastal recco routess

/ CDR John C. MICHEEL, USN, Commanding Officer of VA-923, was killed in
* action when his Skyraider crashed after a bombing rune

2 Febru =~ The Jets searched recco routes from WONSAN north to CHONGJIN

and I'ﬁIan§ to the CHOSEN Reservoir area, Eight storage buildings were

destraoyed and eight damaged, The Panthers also conducted strikes on a supply

warchouse compound near CHANGP-YONG-NI and supply $helbers at SOKHYON. Five
7 warchouses were destroyed and four dameged at the compound while a saw mill
! and five shelters were also destroyede In addition, the jets provided TARCAP

as the Skyraiders destroyed five and damaged six buildings in a storage area

woest of PUNGSANe The Corsairs destroyed three railroad bypasses and scored

seven rail cuts in attacks near the coast at SOHORI and LISIN-DONG. Both

the AD's and the FLU's flew close air support, with six bunkers destroyed

and ten damaged while six secondary explosions were seen,s Total sarties,

ninety-five, while sixty-eight tons of bombs were droppeds

LTJG B. L. IVES, USMR, VF=781, was forced to ditch his flak~damaged F9F~5
in WONSAN Harbors He was rescued, uninjured, by the destroyer USS HAILEY.
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3 February - No flight opﬁ%\}&$§plenishment.

Fobruary -~ The followlng changes in designation became effective this

. / g3 Carrier Air Group TWELVE vice Carrier Air Group ONE-HUNDRED TWO,
¥ VF=121 vice VF-781, VF=122 vice VF=783, VF-12k vice VF-B7kL, VA-125 vice
VA-923+ ' ,

Carrier Adr Group TWELVE aircraft, from the USS ORISKANY, flew ninety-
five sorties and dropped seventy-one tons of bombse ' The early hedklers,
searching north and east of HAMHUNG,reported light traffice Four trucks
were destroyed and three domageds Overcast conditions prevented damage
| assessment of a jet strike at PUKCHONGs The morning's close air support
/  and strike missions by the props were diverted to weather alternate targotss

The AD's scored ten hits in a warehouse area near WONSAN while the FlU's

heavily damaged twelve supply shelters south of HONGWON. The afternoon’s .

prop missions were also diverteds The Skyraiders damaged a highway bridge

and a railroad bridge near PUKCHONGs The Corsairs destroyed nine supply
storage buildings in that vicinitye

5 February - Two sorties were flown and a1l remaining flight operatl ons
were cancelled because of weathers

6 Fobruary —~ Poor weather caused postponement of flight operations until
mld-aiternoons Thereafter, thirty-six sorties were flown and thirty-two
tons of bombs were droppeds A jet strike,diverted from its primary and
secondary targets, bombed supply facilities near SONGJIN. Several buildings
were damaged as an estimated fifty percent of the ordnance fell into the
target arsae The Skyraiders! close air support mission was diverted to its
secondary target, a warehouse area west of WONSANe Three buildings were
destroyed and three damgeds The Corsairs! strike bombed the weather
alternate, a supply area at SANGTONG-NI. It was estimated all bombs fell
into the target areas Further assessment was prevented by clouds obscuring
the targete

7 _February =~ No flight operations - replenishmente

8 Feb ~ With jets suppressing flak, the props attacked persomnel

shelters and truck revetments near PYONGJIN-DONG, Forty percent of the

shelter area was bombeds Two large storage buildings were destroyed by

/& Panther jet strike near PONGUI-RI. In the afternoon, the Skyralders
bombed a supply building area near SAMGA-RI, destroying one and damaging
foure ‘The Corsairs provided excellent close air support to the ground
troops, damaging twenty bunkers, six mortar positions, two automatic weapons
positions and causing two secondary explosions, Ninetyweight sorties were
flown and fiftywseven tons of bombs were droppeds

T
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9_February - The day's jet strike bombed supply shelters and barracks
w ngs near CHIK-TONG, Five shelters and two barracks were destroyed
while three shelters and four barracks were damageds Jets searched recco
routes from HAMHUNG to the CHANGJIN-GANG Reservoir and from ICHON north to
MAJON-NI. They damaged five vehicle shelters, fowr warehouses, eleven
oxcarts and a supply stockpile, Prop strikes destroyed two camouflaged

/  warehouses near SINGJONG-NI and damaged thirtcen supply shelters in SONGJIN
On two close air support missions, the AD's and FLU's damaged twenty-one
bunkers and caused two secondary explosionss The night hecklers, harassing

vehicuwlar traffic from WONSAN to CHONGJIN, destroyed two trucks and damaged

four otherse  Fifty-cight tons of bombs were dropped during the day's ninetyw
two sortiess

10 Febru = Adr Group TWELVE planes from the UsSeSe ORISKANY flew seventy-
six sorﬁes and dropped forty tons of bombs before weather forced cancele
lation of flight operations, In two strikes the Panther jots attacked open
supply stockpiles near CHONGO-RI and an oil storage area west of CHONGJIN.

o/ The stock pile area was heavily damaged, Many fires were left burning and

a large secondary explosion was observeds Two large flash fires were seen

as the oil storage area was hit and six hits were observed in a barracks

building compound nearby, The Skyraiders caused structural’ damage to a raile

road bridge south of MOKCHOK~-TONGe The Corsairs, meanwhile, damaged two bOXw
cars and cut the railroad tracks in six places between SUWON~DONG and CHONGJINs

11 Feb -~ No flight operations ~ replenishmente Departed Task Force
EVWT%%N enroute to NAGOYA, Japans End of reporting periode
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ORDNANCE
CRDNANCE

le The performance of the 20MM guns in the F9F-5 aireraft for this
period was excellent with an average of better than 1200 rounds per
stoppage, Disconnecting the gun heaters produced no adverse éffects
or. performances E51 gun lubricating oil was used exclusively., Six
201 riving spring guide plunger failures occurred. These plungers
all saeared at the head and were of the new, improved type, part
nunbers 07238201 or 862651, as mentioned in the Bureau of Ordnance
Material Letter GV S-51,

2e Bomb racks employed by this Air Group are the Aero 1LA, MK 51,
MK 55, and the Douglas Bomb Ejectors No significant troubles or
failures developed with these rackse Hung bomb percentige was less
than one half of one percent of the total bombs droppeds

3« The nced of a more adequate shipboard allowance for Douglas Bomb
Ejecsor spare parts became apparent during this period, particularly

in regards to piston rings and piston retaining keys, Piston rings

are orlaced on the average of every twenty-five shots while retaining
keys ure replaced after approximatély forty shots, The present allow=
ance Ior these parts is inadequatees During the first thirty days of
thiv weried; thirty=six rings and fourteen retaining keys were replaced,
On the basis of this expenditurey, it is recommended that the following
thirty days spare parts allowance for ships supporting a squadron of
sixtcen AD aircraft operating in the Korean Area be established:

Piston Rings -L5 (Usage plus 25% excess)
Retaining Keys -18 (Usage plus 25% excess)
Foot Assemblies - 3

Action roquesting the establishment of this allowance is being initiated,

III-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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M 7 JANUARY - 31 JANUARY 1953

TOTAL ORDNANCE EXFENDITURE BY SQUADRCNS:

TYPE  /D=3,AD-L AD-UN FLU-k4 FLU-S5N F9F-5  FOF-5
ORDNANCE (VA-125) (vC-35) (VF-12h) (vC-3) (VF-121) (VF-122) TOTAL

2,0007# GP 1 ]
1,000# GP 305 ' k 309
500# GP 2Ll 17 195 29 ks 115 6LS
250# GP 699 L9 693 k9o Lot 2338
2604 FRAG  2L3 34 78 176 ko2 396 1329
100# GP 509 133 229 150 1021
NAPAIM 8 8
AN-M12), INCEN 2l ' 2k
ATLR 73 . 73
20 MM 15340 12895 15750 64390 L8375 156750
50 CAL 97900 97900

HUXG ORDNANCE:

TYPZ ORDNANCE AFRO 1A MK 55 TOTAL
500# GP 3 3
250¢ GP 9 9
260# FIAG 2 2 L
100# GP 7 2 9
ATIR 8 8
DISPOSITION HUNG ORDNANCE:
TYPE REMAINING DROP OFF
ORDU/ANCE ON RiCK ON L/NDING TOTLL
500# GP 3 3
250# GP 9 9
260# FR.LG 3 1 L
100# GP 9 9
AT/R 8 8
AN
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‘ 1 FEERUARY ~ 11 FEBRULRY 1953

~ TOTAL ORDNANCE EXPENDITURE BY SQUADRONS: D*:CLAOS[F IED

TYPE  AD=3,AD-4 AD-UN FLU-4 FLU-SN F9F-5  F9F-5
ORDN/NCE (VA=125) (VC=35) (VF-12L) (¥C-3) (VF-121) (VF-122) TOTAL

2000# GP 2% 26
10004 GP 194 194
500# GP 52 9 97 o] 1L 186
250# GP 255 306 Ce12 292 1065
260# FRAG 210 sk 78 72 150 - 200 76k
100# GP 27 , 81 61 169
AT/R 18 10 28
20MM 7L55 Th60 L700 222685 17165  59065-
50 CAL 34100 34100

HUNG ORDNANCE:

TYPE
ORDN/NCE LERO 1A MK 5% TOTAL
2604t FRAG 1 1
ATAR (5%) 2 _ 2

A1l hung ordnance remained on racks

oy
¥
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DAMAGE

DAM/.GE INFLICTED ON ENEMY 7 ~ 31 JANUARY 1953:

T/RGET ' DESTRCYED
Buildings, Barracks 11

Buildings, Factory

Buildings, Warchouse

Buildings, Unidentified 206
Bunkers 5
Bridges, Highway

Bridges, Railroad

Cars, Vehicle 3
Cars, Railroad 33
Cuts, Highway 10
Cuts, Rail L1
Carts, Oxen 5
Docks

Fuel Facilities 2
Fuel Dumps 1
Installations, Power 1
Installations, Radar 1
Locomotives.

Oxen 5
Supply Dumps 15
Tanks

Trenches (Yards) 240
Troops L6
Trucks ' 717

Tunnels, Railroad
Tunnels, Highway

S Iv-1
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D/M.GE INFLICTUD ON ENEMY 1 - 11 FEBRUZRY 1953

ARGET ) DESTROYED D/UL.GED
Buildings, Barracks 5 8
Buildings, Warehouse 3 10
Buildings, Unidentified L8 77
Bunkers 10 23
Bridges, Highway 2
Bridges, Railroad 2
By-Passes, Railroad 3
Cars, Railroad 2
Cuts, Highway 10
Cuts, Rajl 1L
Carts, Oxen 2 11
Gun emplicements 12
Installations, Power 1l 1
Lumber mills 1
Oxen : 8
Shelters, Personnel 2h
Shclters, Supply 1 kL
Supply Dumps . 1l
Trenches (Yerds) 260
Trucks - 25 38
Tunnels, Railroad 1
Vehicle Shelters 5
COMBLT LOSS OF AIRCRAFT:

DATE UNIT TYFE 4/C  BUNO CLUSE CODE
1-18-53 VF-121  F9F-5 125967 Enemy anti-aireraft fire L
1-26-53  VF-1l2L  FLU-L 81401  Enemy anti-aircraft fire L
2-1-53 VA=125  AD-3 122822 Probable enemy anti-aircraft
fire. L
2-2-53 VF-121  F9F-5 126152 Enemy anti-aircraft fire L

“ IV-2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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Small arms
fato~matic
Small arms
Auto-metic
Small arms
Small arms
Auto=-matic
Snall arms

Auto-matic

CiUSE

fire

weapons fire
fire
weapons fire
fire

fire
weapons fire
fire

weapons fire

and small arms fire

Auto-maotic

Small arms

Auto-matic
Small arms
Auto-matic
Snall arms
Auto~-matic
Muto~matic
lwto-matic
Snall arms
Small arms
avto-matic

luto-maiic

| @ DU
e ]
L
D/M.GE IUFLICTED TV IZNEMY TC OWN IRCR.FT:
DALIE UNIT TYPE 4/C  DBUNO
1-15-53  VF-12L  FLU-4 82099
1-17-53  VF-12L  FhU-L 97210
1-18-53  vF-12, FLU-L 97059
1-20-53  VA-125  LD-3 122769
1-21-53  VC-3 FLU-5N 1244713
1-21~53  VC-35  AD-LN 125740
1~23-53 VA=125  AD-lL 129008
1-23-53 vr-12L  FLU-L 97291
1-23-53  VF-122 FSF-5 1255LL
1-23-53  VF-122 F9F-5 125312
1-25-53  vr-12L  FLU-L 96836
1-26-53  VF-122 F9F-5 125h62
1-27-53 vr-12L  FLU-L 96796
1-27-53 VF-122  F9F-5 125969
1-27-53  VF-12L4  FLU-k 8196l
1-28-53  VF-122 F9F-5 125514
1-31-53  VF-122 F9F-5 125541
1-31-53  VF=121 F9F=5 126202
2-1-53 VF-121  F9F-5 125461
2-L=53 VF-122  F9F-5 126005
2-8-53 VC-35  iD-LN 125740
2-8-53 VF-122  FSF-5 126219
‘ I7-3

weepons fire
fire
weapons fire
fire
weapons fire
fire
weepons fire
weapons fire
weapons fire
fire
fire
weapons fire

weapons fire

D-3
D-3
D-3
D-3
D-3
D-3
D-3
D-3
D=3
D=3
D-3
D=3

D-3
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OPLRATIONLL 10SS OF LIRCR.ATT:

DATE
1-18-53

UNIT

VA=125

TYPL A/C  BUNC
AD=3 122793
1v-}

CLUSE

Overspeeding propeller

CODE

D-1
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PER SONNEL PZRFORMINCE /ND CLSULLTIES

PR SONNEL PERFORMILNCE

l. The performance of Air Group Personnel during this period is

considered excellent, Many difficulties encountered earlier due to

utilization of strikers in certain ratings have been overcome because
f the added experience and training gained during the past months,

CLSULLTIES

le JAn AD piloted by CDR J. C. MICHEEL, 85362, USN, Commanding Officer

- of Vi~923, wos observed to crash while on a combat mission over North
Korca on 1 February 1953, Anti-aircraft fire is considered thc probable
cause of the crash. A wing wes observed to seperzte from the aircraft
while in a dive. Neither pilot nor chute was observéd to leave the
airplones CDR MICHEEL is listed as killed in action,

% V-1l ENCLOSURE (1)
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OPERLTIONS

ls During this third period with Task Force SEVENTY-SEVEN, Carrier
Mr Group TWELVE.flew a total of 1991 flights and flew );,066 hours
during 21.5 scheduled operstiongldeys. fpproximatsly (.5 days!
operations were cancelled because of weather, The Alr Group averaged
92.6 flights per operating dgys The average total number of flights
pgrepilot for the propeller aircraft wasl5.2 and for the jet pilots wes
18,8, j

1
2o During the first two action periods, pilots of Fighting Squadron
ONI TWO FCUR experienced several instances of wing fsnatchf during
recovcries from glide~bombing dives in FlUeh's, This wing "snatch® is
best described as a tendency to snap roll during a winge level pullout
commenced at an indicated airspeed in excess of 365 knots.. It was -
frequently preceded by a mild buffeting, followed by wing heaviness, and
resulted in a2 violent roll, more often to the left, with the ailecrons!
effectiveness greatly reduced. In some cases where the ailerons were
effective in returning the plane to wings level flight, a violent roll
in the oppositc direction imedaiately developed. Released back pressure
end less positive acceleration only slightly alleviated the condition
after it wos cestablisheds No.cascs of wing "snatch® were experienced by
this squadron during this period as a result of employing thc following
doctrines

de¢ Approach the target at an indicrted airspeed of 165 knots or
leSS.

bs Just prior to cormmencing the dive, set the rudder and aileron
tebs at NEUTRLL and the propeller at 2200 rep.m.

ce When rolling into the dive, retard the throttle to twenty inches
manifold pressure.

de Enter the dive at an altitude of nine or ten thousand foet above
the terrainj commence the pullout 3000 feet above ite

ee During completion of thc recovery, restrict use of the ailerons
for jinking meneuvers to about one quarter of the stick lateral travels

3s Early in this period the "daisy-cutter® fuze was authorized for use
on the 260 pound fragmentatiun bombs carricd by the night hecklers and
the effectiveness of that bomb against trucks was significantly increased.

he On night heckler missions requiring the use of flares, VC-3 Detache |
ment GECRGE, has enjoyed increascd effectiveness by combating the flare's '
glare with the fellowing procedurcs

m vI-1 ENCLOSURE (1)
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ae The attacking aircraft of a twoeplane section drops flares from
about 30CO fest above the targets

te The other plane remains four thousand feet higher, directly over
the flare, where sighting of targets on the ground is not seriously
hawperad by the flarets glare,

ce The higher pilot spots targets and directs the lower pilot to them.

I When an aviator has bailed out over enemy territory, it is felt that

ediate rescue is, for the most part, dependant upon the actions of
his flight members. The greatest urgency and importance is placed upon
sighting the pilot and/or crashed aircraft immediately and not looking
away until they are accurately marked on the ground with reference to
prominent landmarks. The senior flight leader prgsent assumes command of
the RESCAP and notifies the Task Force Commander.f If he is not immediately
informed that his flight will be relieved on station by another RESCAP
flight within twenty minutes, the senior flight leader, as CTF=77's
representative, requests RESCAP via the nearest Tactical Air Direction
Center from the U. S. Air Force, which has a RESCALP flight on fifteen
minutes stand-by.

6s Coordinated jet flak-suppression with propeller aircraft strikes
against well defended tesrgets has been most successful, Without
excoption the enemyt!s anti-aircraft fire has been greatly reduced in
intersity and denied any accuracye The following considerations in the
conducting of jet {lak-suppression are offered:

as Conduct a joint briefing of the propeller and jet pilotse Review
all the known flak positions within a ten mile radius of the targets The
strike leader presents his attack plan,

be Jets effect a running rendezvous with the earlier launched
propeller strike group before reaching the target. This is expedited when
the strike leader reports passing predetermined fixes to the jet leader,

Ce A Jet flight immediately precedes each element of the propeller
group in its attacks, Repeated jet attacks afford protection for the
retirement of the flight ahead as well as flakesuppression for the
following element, If it is not feasible for the jets to attack between
propeller attacks, the jots should make repeated runs, avoiding inter-
ference with the propeller aircraffts attacks,

Those jets not actually in an attack watch closely to pin-point firing
antieaircraft positions,

m | VI-2 ENCLOSURE (1)
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fo Repeated firing runs into a flak area are most effcective. If
the jet pilot does not see the actual gun installation, it is vitally
important that he exert maximum fire on the coordinate fix of the
reported area,

m VI-3 ENCLOSURE (1)
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— ECLASSIFIED
MMMARY OF FLIGHTS 7 = 31 JANUARY 1953

VF-121 VF-122 VF-12h VA-125 VC-3  VC-11 VC-35 VC-61 AIR

MI SSION FOF-5 F9F-5 FlU=li AD=-3,li FhU-5N AD-LW AD-4N F2H-2P GROUP
OFFENSIVE: - | |
TStrike 109 75 5 139 168
Recco 27 11 154
Flak Suppression | L 27 31
NGF i 23 S 2 30
ECM ; 12 12
FPhoto " L8 48
Photo Escort i 19 19 38
CAS / 36 sh 90
TAR CAP Cool N 8
RESCAP L N
Heckler 30 27 57
TOTAL OFFENSIVE 213 202 208 193 35 L1 148 M)
DEFZNSIVE: :
<Lr 88 90 178
LSP 40 LO
ASP Escort L 20 2 1 1 L1
TOT.L DEFENSIVE ~88 ~90 L 20 2 LI "1, 259
MISCELL/JNEOU St
Refresher 20 19 2L 23 L L 5 3 102
Slow time or Test 5 3 _ 1 9
Ferry L 1 6 6 15 1 6 38
TOTLL MISC. -2k 20 35 32 19 5 12 3 U9
ABORTS: 3 8 1 L 1 1 2 1 2
TOT.LS 328 320 248 249 57 W7 69 52 1369
Average Flights '
Per Pilot 13.1 12,2 10.h 10,9 11i.h 9.1 13.8 10,4 11.6

’ Average Flight '
/ hours per pilot 19.6 19.0. 2645 28,7 2he8 23.6 3L.2 17.0 23.4

h VI-h ENCLOSIRE (1)
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 SUMM/RY OF FLIGHTS 1 - 11 FEERUARY 1953

VF-121 VF-122 VF=-12l; VA=125 VC-3

VC-11 VC-35 VC-61 AIR

Average Flights
Per Pilot 6.3

Average Flight
hours per pilot 10.1

6.6  Le3 L5 3.k

10,3 11,5 12.8 745

MISSION FOF-5 FOF-5 TFLU=li AD=3,l FLU-5N AD-LW AD-LN FoH-2P GROUP
OFFENSIVE:

“Strike 32 55 6l 61 212
Recco L3 36 79
Flak Suppression 2 5 7
NGF L L
ECM 6 6
Fhoto 23 23
Photo Escort 15 8 23
CAS 32 28 60
TLR CAP N L
Heckler 8 8 16
RESCAP L 1 2 7

TOTAL OFFENSIVE 96 10l 100 93 9 16 23 Ll

DEFENSIVE: '

<ir 56 66 1 123
ASP 1 1 15
LSP Escort - 3 2 _10 _15

TOTAL DEFENSIVE 56 66 3 1 16 11 153

MISCELLANEOUSS
Slow time or Test 1 L 2 1 8
Ferry 3 _2 _5
TOTAL MISC. 1 L 5 3 13

ABORTS: 7 1 1 3 2 1 - A5
TOTLLS 159 171 102 103 17 I 30 23 622

3. 6.0 L 5.3

8.8 16.8 703 11.0

ENCLOSURE (1)
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SURVIVAL

le Therc were three cases of ditehings due to accurate enemy anti-
aircreft fire, two F9F-51's and one FhU-l. All three pilots abandoned
their planes with their parachutes strapped tight and encountered no
difficulties in leavings Only one pilot inflated his Mee West in the
watere The other two pilots did ndbbeccause of the buoyancy afforded
by the Mk IV anti-exposure suite

2.‘[&he Corsair pilot did not undo his parachute straps immediately
after entering the water and found himself floating with his posterior
high and dry and his head and shouldcrs underwater. In paddling to
keep his face above water, he was unable to take time out and unbuckle
the perachute straps. He did not attempt to use the Mae West because
the parachute harness chest straps were still buckled. The helicopter
wes over the pilot right after his entry into the water and after much
paddling the pilot got an arm through the sling. Halfway out of the
water he lost his grip and fellback into the sea. The next attempted
pick-up was normale In the water less than five minutes, thepilot was
exhausted and i1l fram fighting and drinking the salt Water.;Jp

3¢ The two jet pilots unbuckled their parachutec upon entry into the
water and utilized their pararafts, Rescue was prompt (within fiftcen
minutcs) end routine, one being by helicopter and the other by a destroyer.
L. [The following recommendations on ditching were made by the pilots:

2e Carry nothing but the special gloves in the lower leg pockets
of thc anti-exposure suit for ready utilization,

be Do not roll and tie the gloves in a bundle because it is very
difficult to untie in the colS‘watera

ot
ce Put balloonsjover the/ends of the PRC-17 radio as o more
positive method of keeping it waterproof.

de Remove the parachute leg straps as soon as possible after clear
of thc plane, :]




PART VIII

|

MAINTENANCE AND MATERIAL

1, Afuto-acceleration and loss of throttle eontrol is still being
experiencced. All cases that occurred during $his period were under
conditions similar to the thirty-nine cases reported previouslys Cascs
ronged from slight increases in acceleration, to one case of sudden
surging, resulting in a rich flame-out. The addition of alcchol
appeared to climincte auto-accelerations. However, concentrations of an
amber colored precipitate were discovered after forty hours of operation
and corrosion of fuel pressurc and shut off valves, P/N 185018-1,
occurrede This corrosion resulted in several cases of the throttle
mechanically stickinge Pending permanent solution to the problem of
auto-acceleration and corrosion occasioncd by moisture, the following
procedure is used:

e Addition of two quarts alecohol in the after fuselage tank per
1000 gallons of fuel,

be Draining of fuel traps prior to each flight until no trace of
alcohol or precipitate is notcde

Ce After each instance of throttle sticking attributable to corrosion
of the fuel pressure and shut off valves, the fuel line to the pressurige
ing valve and shut off cock is disconnected at the fuel control, drained
of fuel and refilled with lubricating oil. The line is then connected
and the throttle worked vigorously several times. This information has
becn furnished to activities concerncd,

2, Some trouble was experienced with F9F-5 brakes seizing. When
aircraft werc inactive on the flight deck for prolonged periods during
heavy weather, salt spray caused corrosion in the recessed surfaces of
the mognesium brake housing and the brake lining, P/N 9520641, This has
been the subject of an RUDM,

3e Material support during this period was considered highly satisfactory.
Over sixty-five percent of ACOG aircraft were down less than onc daye :
The items holding aircraft ACOG more than one day were F9F-5 nose sections
and tail hooks, AD-LW fuel quantity gage, FLU-l voltage regulator, and
Flu-4 port elevator. One aircraft was ACOG six days because of a short-
age of F9F+5 tail hook assemblies in this area. Seven morc FF-5

aircraft would have becn ACOG for approXimately ten days except for
waiving the provisions of T.Ce. L8-52 by Buller to permit 120 landings on
each assembly. The normal usage of jet hook assemblies over a ninety

day period of Korean combat averages twelve hook assemblies per sixteen
planc. squadron, Practically all aircraft in each squadron reach the one
hundred landing limit at approximately the same date. Action requesting

an increase in allowance is being initiated,
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ATRCRAFT AVAILABILITY:

AVERAGE AIRCRAFT
ON BOARD EXCLUSIVE . AVERAGE PERCENTAGE
UNIT TYPE 4/C OF "DUD" AIRCRAFT ATRCRAFT AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

VF-121 F9F-5 13.6 11.9 88%
VF-122 F9F-5 . 13.9 11.8 85%
VF-12l,  FLU-L 1249 119 92%
VA-125  AD-3,-k 1L.8 12.4 8L%
VC-34G" FLU-5N 3.8 2.9 9%
VC~11"G" AD-LW 2.9 2.1 72%
VC-351G" AD-LN 3.9 3.3 85%
VC-614G" F2H-2P 3. 2.8 ‘ 93%
AIR GROUP 67.8 59.1 872
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