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1/27/52
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Vs

1/29452
1/29/52
| 1/29/52
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- 2/3/52
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2/4/52
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2/4/52
2/6/52
2/6/52
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VP 713
Vi 728

-VP 837
VL 728

VF 837

VF 837

Ve 3
VF 713

VA 728

Va 728
Vi 728

VF 713

Vi 728
W 837

VF 837 "

Vi 728

Vi 728
VF 713

VP 837

VA 728

VF 713

_POSITION F DILGE,

FLU-4 97162 50 Cal.

4iD=-3

FOF-2 125095
122829

xlD;-B

122815

F9F-2 127156

FOP-2

FAUSNL 124553
FAU=4

FOF-2

AD-2

F4U-4
F9p-2

FI.U-TA

127158

97317

12232/
1122310

122304
81265

123951
FOF-2

127152’

127189
123999
122248
81838 .

127200

123999
81558

Snell Arma

BonbBlrst

BonbHBl-st
Snnll | irns

MG

Imer

\ mTKNOT N .

Bonb-Blest
Sr311 Ia'x:iia
Snnll Arns
20?4"\4

Bomb Blrst

Smr1l Jdrns

UNKNOUN
201M |
Snall Arms
UNKNOWN
&3?111 Arms

"Boub Blast

Bonb. Frag .

Port wing. - '

Underside of fusel'*ge nd wing
joint. '

Port 'Mng a

vStbd.- .

Port Ying,

STbds Tip Trnk.

Engin;a -

‘:’ing‘ shéafed of?f |
Fusclege port side oft,
Port wing, B
Botton of port aileron

 lowor sida sthd stabilizer

Port wing tfip» lost,

Center nese scetion, lodged in
APG-30 gear,

Port tip tank..

~ lseding edge of stbd wing.

Port sileron

Presﬁne a::cessory aection ‘
Stbd. wing flnp,
UmsOUN o

Aft. cockpit port side.
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SECLASSIFIED

" 3, AIRCRAFT DAMAGED BEYOND REPAIR ABOARD SHIP

DATE __ 8QD . TYPE BUNO. ___ CaUSE

1/18/52 VC3 DET "D"  FLUSNL 124551 Afrcraft struck the after 5 in,
N _ gun mount after diving fer the
deck, Strike damage,

'2/1/52  VC6L DET"D"  F9F<2P 123495 Nn. 3 elevater lowered on feld—
‘ ' B ed right wing incurring majer
damege teo wlng, wing stub, and
landing gear,

‘DaTE S TYPE__ BUNO CAUSE
1/17/52 VF 837 . F9F-2 125094 Unable to maintain aileron con-
o : trol after catapult launch ~
\ ditﬁhedo
1/21/52 VA 728 AD-2 122315 4a Damige — Ditched.
1/29/52 VF M3 Fhil~4, 97317 AA Damage = Flane landed in
V : water. : .
1/29/52 vC-61 FOF-2P 123705 Plane struck ramp ceming aboard.
. \ : Went 1nto water.
1/29/52 ve-3  FLUSNL 124553 A4 - Landed in enemy ten-itmw
_ . - Fire,
2/L/52 VF T3 FuU-4 81888 Tngine froge - ditched.
2/L/52 VF 837 FOF-2 125096 Flame out after shift to emerg-
. : : ency fuel control pesitien ~
- Ditched,

ENCLOSURE (1)
-15- ‘




B DULGE INFLICTED

dad

TANKS

16 JiN. -'9 FEB. 1952

“\'?"EGED; DESTROYED

TRUCKS A p

BOATS

TROOPS KILIED
RR TR/CKS

RR BRINGES

g
oy 129

OXEN |
SUPPLY DUMPS
GUNS

BUILDINGS
WVAREHOUSES
ROUND H USE

REPLIR SHOPS

" 0 DU},EP | ) y
JEEP

GUN EMPLACEIENT
CARS

LUMEER PILES
VILL/GES
RR BYPASS
- BRuArY BYP/SS
\ F'UEL DUIP j
JHIGHWLY |
" OBSERVATION POST
GRADER
HANGARS | .
/

AEHEMR B o glbw

DECLASSIED

GRAT mTAL nm -

DLWED DESTROYED
;.. 6
S AR R
H 128
"5 ‘222
44 .
21é§ Cutg -
; 42
329 42
Ty 148
12 s
] 18
93 &
71 8
6 2
A 7
v " 3 ‘
| 1
1 1
l v
40 i«
il .
_—
-6
- 3
3 L
5 5
5 ;
1
3 .
: h
1 -
| 1
3 .
| 1
2

1




. DCUASSFED
| | P.RT V PERSONNEL mipommcz |
4. PESSONNEL PERFORMLNCE . . ] | .
1. In spite of conbitiuous cold weathsr dui'ing'thia operating period

'fe\rs‘onnel‘ performande wak uhiférmly exdellent and merale was outatand
. Pilots stilk cohtinued té competb for flights. " -

A .
. 24 During this operating period, one avi:tor w2s found to be not
physically quslified and temporarily not aeronautically adapted be=
cause he did not wish to continue flying with a chernic skin conditicn
of his hands« He is at present awaiting BuPers - BuMed dispcsitdon,
. Two aviators are still hospitalized at the U. S. Naval Hospital, Japan
- and were on TaD te thit hospital during this entire operating pericd., .

3+ During this ‘eperating peried, ohe F4U pilot was lest to enemy
action, and one airman (VF 837 Plane Cartain) was lost at sea when he -

fell everboard while working on theé flight deck before dawn, -

he Tive nigh*S fighter pilots reported on beard.as a replacement team,
and ene night attack pilet reperted as a replacement pilct, o

5. During this eperating period, 25 different pilots were grounded =
for shert period ef time primarily for upper respiratory discases and
for ebservation following accidents. The total number of pllets tempor—
arily greunded at any ene time was twelve (12) for the entire Air Group. -
A miximum number of sight (8) in the Attack Squadron and four (4) in ens:
Jet squadren were grounded at one time. Only five (5) pilots were (L
greunded on mere than one occasion. Only ene (1) combat air crewman was
grounded, Four (4) pilots were hospitalized on beard for shert periods
of time because ef upper respiratory diseases and treatment following
accidents, = ’ v ‘ et o
¢, Bince leaving Japan for this eperating period, the alr Group has
had twelve (12) cases of venereal disease, all gonececcus ursthritis,
This 1s compared with two (2) cases and ten (10) cases fram the pre-
vious two eperating pericds, . . e

!
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B. CASULTIES o
"1, LT .. MOD.NSKY, 379m/1315, USNR

On 17 January 1952, LT MODANSKY crashed into the sea in his F9F-2
., aireraft shortly after being catapulted., . He sustained a puncture
v wound of the left leg and a moderate contusion of the left knee,
~ 4fber being hespitalized six (6) days, he was discharged o DNIF.
. LT MOD.NSKY is expected to return to flying stat.us during the next

operating peried.
2,. LT ¥, H, SELLS, 4610A2/1310,

‘On 18 January 1952, T SEILS was involved in a landmg accident.

when his P4U~5NL aircraft bounced over the barriers and hit the is=-
land \demelishing the aireraft, IT SELLS was uninjured and retumed
to flying status on 20 Januazy 1952, - :

3, LT o Eo WALLEY, 351278/1315, USNR o | .
On 21 January 1952, IT WaLlEY was hit by anti-airc.raft fire whils
flying ona strike and was forced to ditch his ..D=2 dircraft at sea,
He sustained ne injuries, was rettrned to this ship on 22 Janmary
- 1952, and vas returned to flymg status on 23 January 1952. o

oy he AN E, J. C. FiRRELL, 211 90756, USNR

- ) On 21 J.Jmary 1952, ua.rma.n FaREIL was working on the ﬂight deck
o ' © . hefore dawn under condxtions of snow, and rain, and was observed .
’ ' ‘to £211 overbsard from the forward pert side ef the flight deck.
A therough search by two destroyers failed to recover ithe bodys

5. LT S. B, MURFHEY, 428338/1310, USN

& 29 January 1952, LT MURPHEY was hit by anti-airerai’t fire while v

flying on a predawn heokler mission, and he crash-landed his FAU»SNL

aircraft in enemy territery. While evading an enemy soldler, he

sustained a superficial gunshot weund of the neck. A successful

helicepter rescue was accamplished, and he was returned to this ship
. on the dame day as his accident, LT MURPHEY was treated as an out-
B patienﬁ and was returned to flying status on 3 February 1952.

6s LT 4. S, K.LiS, Jr. IJASM/IBZLO, USN

On 29 Januxry 1952, LT K.LiS hit the ramp 2f the carrier in his .
POF~2P aircraﬁ when landing, =nd cmshed into the seca eoff the pcrt

o ENCLOSU .3 | (l)
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side of the ship in an inverted position.. The helicopter's freg-
man assisted LT KALAS in the rescue, .nd he was returned te this
ship immediately in a semiconscious state suffering from a mild
degree of shock and mederate generalized contusions. He was hos—
pitalized for four (4) days and was dischargjed do DNIP., IT KALAS
is expected teo return to flying status during the next eperating

perud.
ENS W, W, MAZ 00D, 538141/1325, USNR

On 29 Ja.nuary 1952, ENS M.R#OOD's F4U-4 alrcraft received a dlrect
anti-aireraft fire hit in the starboard wing, severing it from the
aircraft. The aireraft crashed into the sea and ENS MAROOD was
not ¢bserved to have parachuted, nor was he seen after the crash,
A search by eight aireraft and a helicopter failed to rscover the
pilot, -

ITJG R, E. "ILSON, h730h8/1 310,USN

ori h February 1952, LTJG "IISON had a i‘lame-out of his F9F-2 '
aircraft while returning from a CAP mission and was forced te
ditch near the earrier. He was rescued by 2 helicopber, sustain-
ing only a mild degree of shock from expesure. LTJG WILSON will
retum to flying status during the next operatlng period.

I1JG C. E. GILLETTE, 466148/1315, USNR

én I February 1952, ITJG GILLETTS had an engine failure in his -
FiU~4 aircraft while flying on a naval gunfire spotting mission.

_and was forced to ditch at sea without sustaining any injuries.

He was rescued by 2. helicopter, and was returned to this ship __
en 5 February 1952, LTJG GILLETTE will re’curn to flying status
during the naxb operating period. \
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- This was :coemplished by a change in tictics (previocusly described)
and by a continuous pregram of pilot briefing, . v

- ing track breaking effort over the entire assigned rail netwerk with

~and deception to overcome the flak danger.,

maturity and efficiency of eperationsi The ship and air Group
worked tegether in hormony. Maximum effoit was directed agninst
the enemy, - '

Ocoretions during the third combat tour were choracterized by

Operations, onte again, were almos_t_cbﬁbletely!of an interdicticon
nature, During the entire period the target arca was cevered with
snow and the weather was uniforinly cold,- - Ce *

Tactics during this peried dhanged cansidersbly, - Instead of spread~
resultant scatiebed breaks, strategic sections of tracks were desig~
nated and 'tgze migsion was modified to provide for complete destruct—
ion of the tracks and readbed in these areas, Track secticns s
¥ere selected which were difficult to reach for repair and were :
ih lew flak density aress, Areas selected were photogmaphed and all ‘

anti-aircraft fooiiidas noted. The rosults ef this policy were
~quickly apparent. Damige was great and the enemy showed,that he was
hurt by moving in additienal anti-airdraft facilities, . C

When targets were assigned in heavily defended areas, coordinated
strikes were used composed of 8 jets, 6 VF props and 6 VA, ALl W ©
were used.for flak suppression, using VT bombs, while tho VA aircraft
were assigned to destroy the target. -Preps were launched 15 minutes | E
ahead of the Jebas and made a running redegvous. after takeeff the
Jets would rapidly climb to altitude and conserve fuel, Filets -
were prebriefed and assigned individusl gun pesitions to supprees,
The Jets would make thelr run 60 secends before the Vi, The VF =
prep immediately followed the jets. Results proved highly satisfeet- .
ery and bridgbs defended with over 38 guns h:wve been destroyed with

no damage to airersfy, - A L : - .

airoraft for fiak suppressien, Strikes were successfully made in
heavy flak areas using eight jets ilene, relying upon their speed

The above procedure, while satis factory, requires a '\ia ge nmnbér of

Jets nermally were scheduled in flights ef feur aircraft, Esch
flight was assigned a sectien ef railroad to bomb and then a route

! ¥

. ' ! ( h
4 major reduction in flak damage was effected this operating period,

INCLOSURE (1)
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) garding changes 'hq e:usting awards policy,

1 ' ' '

Damage Assessment was 1ccanplished primarily using the K«25 eamepa,
This is censidered a dangerous procedure due to the fact thit the
alreraft must go extremely low te et satisfactery pictures. In

the last repert a recommendation was made that a longer foc length
camera be provided to emable satisfactery p:.ctures from higher -
altitude, Pending rcceipt of such equipment, it is recammended that
the FIFRP aireraft be scheduled to take the strike damage asseas—
ment photos in addition te their presently assigned phot e dutiss,.

It is believed that the cencentration ef strike affort presently

- being followed makes this feasible. Excellent ceverage is px'ovided

by these aircmft af four to five thousand feet (eut of flak density

&1‘35

With preaent fusing, it is very dirficult to knock lncomtivw and
cars off the tracks even though they are seriocusly damaged. It is

recemmended that daiay cutter. fusing be evaluated for this type et
worko i

Recemmendations are being submitted by separate cbrrespbndence re~

et

The pelicy ¢f Air Group representa.tives from eath ship 1ttonding the
daily CTF 77 Staff Gperations Planning and Schedulmg Conference
Has been very advmtageouﬁ.




Bi
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 Information frum ether -

Craft Vulnerability and aireraft Crew amd Survival Reports. One’

 vision ef all reports can be mamtained. ,

‘operating periods. This has been due primarily to batter gheto-

it is believed that a single flak everlay has limited value, pard~ -

~during the next action pemd.

@TE"C?EASSWIED
Thid Alr Group hre used a new system in producing copics of Adre

yeoman recéives rough coples fram units concerned ond keeps 3 leg .

of the consecutive number of reports. These reports are then typed
on a mimeograph stencil and mimeographed according to the number -
¢f reperts desired for proper distribution., This system has saved
many hours of typing and aleo is desirable due to the fact that all :
rejorts are more gentrally loc~ted which means that 3 chser supezw

Flak information h’xa shown 2 stea.dy improvmeht, durslng the three -

graphic coverage of target areas. It is believed, however thit
mich pregress can still be made. Flak information is recéived
from the fellowing: o : iR

1}

SOURCE " . FOSITION .

Photo Interepretatien . Gu Pesition

agencies Including Air Force Gun Position or air Bura‘h (not nerw;
R ‘ . mally specified) 7, :
Pilst Reports | General]y Alr Burst Puaiﬂbim

/

Due ta the wide va.z-iance between air burst mition and gun pnaih&m,\‘

icularly in selecting track target areas, This group has dewveloped -
a 1 to 50,009 chart ef target ayeas showing all known gun positieons
with range radius curves for each gun. This chart showa grgast pre= .

mise. Indications are thit two flak overlays may be desirabl ey
One presenting known &un position informatian., The other preaenuya '
alr burst pesitiens. Evaluatmn of the pro‘blem will be ncutinued '

P
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During this operating period the overall aircraft availabilty was _
very gosd. One squadron VF 713, flew better than a hundred per
cent of it&» scheduled sorties for the entire period, This was
achieved in sphte of the fact that the weather was the coldest .-¢
we h.ve encountered to date, - o '

With no satisfactory fuel proportioning system, in operation en

the flight deck, eil was added to the fuel for jets by hind atr

each g-ssing (6 gallons added to the after cell giving approximately
a 1% mixture)., Thig addition of oil has m terially reduced high
pressure pump and T.J. C. troubles. Same difficulty has been -
experienced with sticking of the high pressure coeks and the secend—

' _ary fuel nozzles, This is thought to be a caryy-over from the 'prev—

3.

b

5.

6.

lous period when no oil was used. Cecurrences lessened at the end
of the period, The expected starting difficulties due to oil did
not materialize because of (1) increabed attention to ignitiom
cleanliness by cleaning all of them every replenishment day, (2)
The lew concentration  ef oil is not great enough to cause ‘trouble,
particularly since the forward cell contains little oil initially, ‘
It is plapned to increase the oil additive during the next cruise, "

VF 837 had three Pplanes returned to the ship with low press’!.ire f,
fuel lights, In all eases the filters were changed and no further
difficulty was encountered, In each case the engine had 20~25 hours

15 hours has been initiated.

'since chack. A pelicy ef changing all low pressure fuel filters ak

The maintenance difficulties encountered during this period on F4U

aircraft were of a minor nature. Two wing. chinges were required as ..

a result ef the failure of the wing fold cylinder bracket caussd by
a combination of. strong winds, bemb laading, and high speed turnss
In spite ef the possible delay in the launch and the added danger to
flight deck personnel, jury struts are now being left on until the
ship is into the wind., o ‘ o

‘The Mark 144 bomb racks were finally installed on all Gorsairs by

uaing the San Diego wing adapters and the Chance ¥ought wiring pre-
cedure for the cockpit. No circuit breakers were available te incor—
perate wiring necessary to utilize racket provision, but bombs were
released without difficulties, o '
The main ..D-maintenance difficulties were caused by the large amoumyt
of damage due to enemy flak ind cold operating weadter. & total
of 21 planes were dam:ged by flak, which Trequired anywhere from one

INCLOSURE (1)
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The cold weather was the caude of consn.derable starting trouble ‘in

%o ;e huhdred and tan man hours to repair. In addition, plames”
were AOG due to the damage of parts not normally available in Avia-

tion Supply, 4An accumulation of useage pa.rts \by Aviation Supply
‘should improve this situatlon.

spite of the use of oil dilution every day on the line. The weather SRR
was alse responsible for 2 slege of carngretor and instrument troublesg e

r
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ELECTRONICS

1. During this action perlod, 3s in previous periods, close éoapéraw
. tion existed between Ship's Hlectronics, iviation Electronies and

idr Group Electronics. This is of particular importance in solving . “
problems and correcting diserepancies in such equipments as Miothert, '

. "Hayrake" and Trout" and the respective equipments in the planest -
AN/uFS~19 and iN/.PS-3], JN/:RR-2 and AN/.RN=6, S

2. .On reeeipt ef a report or several reports, espocially, of faulty =
performance of an equipment in a plsne, Ship's Electronics is ob= .o

ified., When ships geat h2s a discrepeney or one 1is suspected
‘perfomance in both phases is mrintained at a very high gtandard, '

3. 'The Electronics Shop develeped 2 combination head set~lip mike for -
the use of the landing Signal Officers, This consists of a head- =
band with one carphone att.ched, The other end of the heacband is . .
modified so that it has no protruding mebal or rough ends. A lip
mike frame is cttached to the earphone. . L o

. Both earphnné and microphone 3re plugg’ekd;téf a discbnne«ct-“attached v
by a clip te the 1SO's shoulder, Mike leads runs from the discen—
nect to a keying switch. The keying switch, a momentary three =

" This arrangement is patched to R;diow I through Radio IIY in parellel

with Primary Fly and ir Plot, Radio II which has the TDQ and RCK
is patched to Radie I, The TDO and RCK are the trapsmitter and "

Ship's Elegtronics notifies air Group Hlectronics. In this manger <

_contact push butben type, is attached to a “amall metal frame con~ ),
© structed to slip on 2 paddle handle in such a manmer that it ca
" be eperated by the LSO, Leads run from the keying switch to the -
ships junction box via the LSO's shoulder. Phone leads run from N
the junction box to the earphone side 6f the discoppects ' o

b

receiver on the ship's lard-launch frequencys “The acting 1SO my
talk and listen to the pilots of night landing plapnes, Thig .arrange--

mént has preven very successful. . complete repert including photo~ .-

graphs 1s being submitted to ComaiirPacs Radio talkedown control

by the controlling LSO is considered highly desiresble and recom= .
. mended for standard installation on all carrierss .

oy
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1, Deficiencies of survival equipment at conclusion of
operating period:

(a) Insuffiecient number of MKIII Anti-Exposure suits for'
all pilots,

bg Shortage of needles, threzd und Carr Fasteners,

¢} Inadequute fucilltles for weighing and charging PK2
life ruoft CO2 oxygen bottles, This problem is being
detuiled in separate correspondence.

2. Droppable Survival Bombs - Lviztion Supply received 15
Survival Bombs from ComnairPac which are being utilized
in the Survivel - -Progr:m,., Survival Bombs made up by
CiaG=15 ure being disassembled and the equipment being .
uged for other Survival emergency purposes, o

3. DITCHINGS:

(a) Four (4) pilots ditched their aircraft in water. 4l1 e
four pilots were rescued. , a

(b) One pilot und plane went over the starboard side after Ch
the tuil hook broke on u deck landihg. Pilot was rescuce.

(¢) One pilot ditched his plune on lund in enemy territory 4
after his aircraft hus been struck by enemy AA. After
evading two enemy soldiers the pilot was rescued by
helicopter,

.

4. LECTUKE AWND MOVIES - Squadron's Survival Officers conduﬂf
- burvival, Evasion znd Escape lectures, and provided movies on vgw
phases of survival for their pilots.

5. bURVIVAL, LVASION & LSCAPL HINTS: -~ were 1ncorporatedﬁia the
daily brief notes. This proved to be an excellent medium fog: .
dlssemlnating this type of information, F

6. KEGOLLLNDATIONS: |

(=) That oversize purachute hsrnesses be provided fo .
wearing winter flight clothing &nd €XPOSUTE suitag ‘

(b) The mugorlty of pilots who ditched their &irﬁgu
recommended that more emphasis be placed on'“ ]
eondltioning activities for pilots. ’




