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Scope and Content Notes
This collection consists of the personal papers of Admiral Spencer S. Wood. It is divided into two series. Series I covers the journal and related materials of Admiral Wood.  It is arranged chronologically and consists primarily of Admiral Wood's handwritten and typescript journals recounting activities throughout his naval career and as a retired officer. However, Volume I of the series contains miscellaneous documents and press clippings relating to his duty assignments prior to 1900. Some miscellaneous correspondence, press clippings, and photographs also are inserted in later volumes, although these primarily contain journal entries. 
Series II covers the photocopies of the Admiral’s journal and a microfilm copy of the journal.

Biography

Spencer Shepard Wood was born in Brooklyn, New York, on August 7, 1861, son of John Wardell and Mary Garrison (Shepard) Wood. He attended Public School #35 in New York City and Flushing Institute, Flushing, New York, prior to entering the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the First District of his native state on June 28, 1878. He completed the four year course and served two years at sea, then required by law, before being commissioned Ensign on July 1, 1884. Through subsequent promotions he attained the rank of Rear Admiral on October 15, 1917, and retired in that rank on November 28, 1921.

His first period at sea duty was on USS VANDALIA and USS TENNESSEE, 1882-1884, and after a year's service at the Naval Academy (Experimental Battery) he reported to USS IROQUOIS on May 12, 1885. Detached in February 1888, he served briefly with the Coast Survey and in the Bureau of Navigation. On October 5, 1889, he left by steamer for Asiatic Station, reporting to USS MONOCACY, flagship of the Commander-in-Chief, Asiatic Fleet, in October, and transferring to USS OMAHA in November of that year. He had six months’ duty on USS PALOS, and returned to MONOCACY in April 1891 for duty as Flag Lieutenant on the personal staff of the Command-in-Chief.

Returning to the United States on USS CHARLESTON, he had five months' duty aboard USS MARION, after with he reported on May 17, 1892, for special duty in the Navy Department, Washington, D. C. In March of the following year he was transferred to the Bureau of Navigation, with additional duty as Aide to the Secretary of the Navy prior to and during the Naval Review of 1893. A year later, he was detached for sea duty, serving first on USS PHILADELPHIA. During that period he was present at various meetings of the Congressional Convention in Honolulu, prior to the recognition of the Hawaiian Republic by the United States, and at the election and inauguration of the First President of that Republic.

He transferred to USS NEW YORK in 1894, and later had duty on the Staff of Commander, North Atlantic Station, completing that period of sea duty in the Receiving Ship VERMONT in May 1895. In October of the same year he was named Assistant Inspector, Torpedo Boats, attached to USS BRISTOL, and later became Inspector of Equipment for Torpedo Boats 14, 15, and 16. He commanded USS DUPONT from September 1897 until October 1898, during which period she participated in the engagements at Matanzas and Santiago, Cuba, in May and July, respectively. For sixteen months thereafter he remained at sea with consecutive duty on USS MASSACHUSETTS and USS BROOKLYN. While attached to the latter in 1900, he served as Aide and Flag Secretary to Rear Admiral J. C. Watson on Asiatic Station.
Returning to the United States aboard USS BALTIMORE, he reported on September 26, 1900, as Assistant to the Inspector in Charge, Third Lighthouse District, and on January 20, 1901, joined USS SAN FRANCISCO. In 1902-1903 he was Watch and Division Officer of USS CHICAGO, transferring in October 1903 to duty as Navigator of USS COLUMBIA. On October 1, 1904, he was ordered to duty in connection with the General Board and as Aide to Admiral of the Navy George Dewey during the review of the North Atlantic Fleet at Hampton Roads, Virginia, in January 1905, and detached in February 1908. While serving in the latter capacity he was attached to Admiral Dewey's flagship, USS DOLPHIN.
He next successively assisted in fitting out the battleships IDAHO and NEW YORK, serving as Executive Officer of the former for a year after reporting in March 1908, and commanding the latter during the year following. On March 4, 1910, he reported as Secretary of the General Board in the Department of the Navy, with additional duty as a member of the Board. On February 15, 1912, he was detached for duty afloat in command of USS NEBRASKA. In October of that year he was transferred to command of USS ILLINOIS, and on December 4, 1912, he again assumed command of NEBRASKA, this time continuing in command until January 1914.
After attending the long course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, he returned to the Navy Department for a second tour of duty as a member of the General Board. He commanded USS OKLAHOMA from January 6, 1917, until February 1, 1918, during World War I.
On February 7, 1918, in the rank of Rear Admiral, he became Commandant of the First Naval District with Headquarters at Boston, Massachusetts.  While in that assignment he was responsible for various Naval activities in Massachusetts: the Officer’s School, and the Radio School for enlisted men at Harvard University, Cambridge; the Flying School at Massachusetts Institute of Technology; the Flying Station at Chatham; and the Rifle Range at Wakefield. From April 29 until October 4, 1919, he served as Commander Cruiser Division ONE, Pacific Fleet, with his flag on USS CHICAGO, and during that period he assisted the American Minister in the settlement of a Revolution in Honduras.

For a year, 1920-1921, he served as Commander Train, Pacific, the USS MINNEAPOLIS, flagship. His last assignment was that of Member of the Naval Examining and Retiring Boards with additional duty as President of the Naval Examining Board, and remained on duty in that capacity until December 23, 1921, though his retirement by reason of physical disability had become effective on November 28, 1921.

Rear Admiral Wood died on July 20, 1940, at Memorial Hospital, New York, New York, and after funeral services in Christ Church, Georgetown, Washington, D.C., was buried with military honors at Arlington National Cemetery.
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