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1. Per reference (a ) ,  enclosure (1) is suhnitted. 



Subj: SWLSSION OF 1990 Wuw HIS= 

1950 ~~ HISTORY FOR HELMlNE;RON FOURTEEN (HM-14 ) 

HM-14 is assigned to  Helicopter Tactical Wing One a t  Naval A i r  Station 
(PAS), Norfolk, Virginia. The "Vanguard" is capable of rapia deployment and 
can operate from elther avia-on capable vessels or  shore bases to  carry out 
~ t s  primary mission of Airborne Mine Countermasures (AMCN) . CDR W. G.  Arnold 
and CDR J. A. Haggart w e r e  the Camanding Offlcers for  the year of 1990. 
HM-14 is based at  NAS Norfolk, V i q i r u a  and currently has one detackarrent of 
s ix  MH-53E helicopters on board the USS Tripoli mductrng AMCN misslons i n  
support of OPERATION DESBT S W I .  

January 

- Cantmued transition fram RH-53D to a 12 a i rcraf t  MH-53E squadrm. 

February - March 

07 - Took delivery of MH-53E buno 163058 fram Sikorsky Aircraft, the  
squadran's sixth Sea Dragon helicopter. 

12 Feb-16 M a r  - Participated in ESXercise 'ISafe Pass 90" on 
b a r d  the USS Guam. 

20 Mar - Took delivery of MH-53E buno 163065 fmm Sikorsky Aircraft, the  
squadron's seventh Sea Dragon helicoptxr. 

April 

01 - HM-14,attains In i t i a l  Operating Capability, (IOC), w i t h  tk~e f i r s t  MH-53E 
fcur helicopter detachrrrtnt. 

07-15 - Deployed two MH-53E helicopters on a nm-stop f l ight  t o  
Bermuda in support of a Presidential Conference with British Prime 
Minister Thatcher. 

09 - Transferred RH-53D helicopters buno 158749, 158756, 158bb9 a m  158751 t o  
the U.S. Marine Corps (kAG 42). 

12 - Static display of one &&I-53E a t  Fleet Mine Warfare Tralning Center, 
Charleston, SC. 

15-23 - Participated in Exercise "OCEAN VENTURE 90'' on board the 
u s  Guam. 

26 - Change ot  Camand from CllR W. G. Amold to CDR J. A. Haggart. 



02 - Took delivery of MH-53E buno 163066 fran Sikorsky Aircraft, the 
squadran's eighth Sea Dragon helicopter . 

13 - Completed twelve years of mishap f r ee  flying. 

15 - Transferred RH-53D bum 158683 to HEl-19, NAS Alameda ,  CA. 

June - 
07- Took dellvery of Fa-53E buno 163067 f r m  Sikorsky Aircraft, the squadranls 

ninth Sea Dragon. 

19-22 - Inmediate Superior in C m c i  Inspecbon (ISIC) 

22-24 - Sta t i c  display of me MH-53E on board the USS Intrepid, 
New York City, NY. 

26-27 - MK-106 missions f l m  in support of developmmt of the "QUICKSTRIKE" 
mine simulator. 

July 

17-16 - kfi-106 missions f lcwn in support of developrent of the "QUICKSTRIKE" 
mine simulator. 

20-24 - Sta t i c  display, Prince Edward Island, Canada. 

27-30 - Canducted expanded f l igh t  deck spot ve r i f i caaon  aboard USS Raleigh, 
LPD-1. 

01-03 - Conducted MK-105 training onboard USS Raleigh. 

02 - Sta t i c  display of one Mh-53E a t  Charleston, SC. 

13 - Transferred RH-53D bunos 158752 and; 158745 t o  the U.S. Marine Corps 
(MAG 42), marking the departure of the last RH-53Us from the active 
Navy* 

September 

01 - Stat ic  Display of me MH-53E a t  Westminster, MD. 

07 - Took dellvery af MH-53E buno 163068 fm1 Sikorsky Aircraft the squadranls 
tenth Sea Dragon helicopter. 



October 

02 - Detaahment One (Dm 1) is the f i r s t  U.S. bavy Squadran t o  forward deploy 
in s u p r t  of operation "DESERT SW". 

29 Oct-02 Nov - DLT 1 participated i n  "DE;SEX-Ol", a joint U.S.-U.K. mine 
cuuntenwasures (MCFi) exercise. 

02 - lbok delivery of MH-53E buno 163069 f r m  Sikorsky Aircraft, the 
squadron's eleventh Sea Dragon Hehcopter. 

10-15 - DhT 1 participated i n  "Dl3SEk-02", a joint U.S. - Royal Saudi Navy MM 
exercise. 

25 Nov-15 D e c  - AN/- 1 4 1  mine neutralization system t r a j n i n g  
detachment in Ft. Lawisdale, F1. 

26 - Took delivery of Mi-53E buno 163070 fran Sikarsky Aircraft, the twelfth 
and l a s t  Sea Dragon helicopter slde nurrber 555, the "Triple Nickel." 

07-03 - Conducted a heavy l i f t  rmssicm in support of US Navy Atlantic 
Underwater Testing andl Evaluation Center Detachment Anarcs I s h d  
Bahamas. 

31 - HM-14 attained Full Operational Capability (FOC) operating the MH-53E Sea 
Dragon. 



NARRATIVE: SUMMARY 

January 

(U) mi-14 cantinued i t ' s  transition fram the RH-53D to  the newer MH-53~ 
Sea Dragon. Having entered the year with seven RH-53Ds and five MH-53Es, the 
squadron was w e l l  under way in i t ' s  transition. 

( U )  HM-14 deployed on board the USS Guam (LPH-91, with f lve  RH-53D ana 
three PB-53E helicopters. This was t o  mark the l a s t  and one of the most 
successful deployments of the "Delta". The USS Guam w a s  in port in New 
Orleans, Louisiana irm 20 Feb through 28 Feb. The com~nd m c i p a t e d  in 
Exercise "Safe Pass" frcxn 05 Mar through 1 4  Mar in the Charleston, SC OPAREA. 
Having completed b6 sorties, the "Vanguard" successfully searched and wept 
alrproxirrately 60 linear m l e s  of ocean shipping routes. In all, HM-14 swept 
three mines aMI located a l l  bottom mines w i t h  AQS-14 sonar. 

A p r i l  

( U )  Conducted the transfer of f ive RH-53D hellcopters t o  the U.S. 
hmines Corps (MAG-29) , each wlth c e r b f  ied err- free  logbooks, and complete 
aircraft inventories. The "Delta" had served this squadrcm well and w i l l  be 
ranambered as  a great mchine. 

(C) HM-14 attained Initial Operating CapabiLty (IOC) to aeploy a tour 
a i rcraf t  &a-53E detachent t o  any locabon i n  the world wlthin 72 hours. 

(U) Bi-14, under hlgh level taskmg, successfully deployed a l m g  range 
over-water two plane MH-53E detachment to Bennuaa. This w a s  i n  s u p p r t  of a 
Presidential conference with B r i t l s h  Prime Wmlster Thatcher. The misslon 
Included operational in-flight refueling f m  C-136 tanker alrcrait. 

( C )  HM-14 deploy& four MH-53E helicopters onboard the USS Guam t o  
par tx ipa te  nn Exerclse "Ocean Venture". This f l r s t  such deployment to r  the 
"Sea Urag-on" w a s  Inghly successful. The improved re l iab i l i ty  and capability 
of the MH-53E enabled HM-14 t o  sweep 31 linear mles of ocean shppmg 
channels. HE.r-14 also served as the MU4 ormrtrtander in Ws exerclse and thus 
d l r e ~ t e d  the efforts  of two P W s  and ha FDD units  achiev~ng over 85% 
clearance. Of that clearance, the "PIIGHTY MH" was responsible for  66%. 

( U )  mR W. G .  Arnold w a s  relieved by CDR J. A. Haggart a t  N S  Norfolk. 
HAQM Jesberg, Cc)mnamer Hellaopter Wings Atlantic w a s  the gues t  speaker. 

( U )  HM-14 axpleted 12 years of class A mishap free flight for  which the  
"Vanguard" received the CCMNAVU1RLANT Safety Award. 

DECLASSIFIED 



June - 
( U )  CAJ2 C. F. Harrisan, tXmmnder Heliaopter Tactical Wing ONE, 

conducted ISIC inspection. No nm jor discrepancies were noted. CAPT Harrisan 
characterized MI-14 as the "Best i n  the Wing." 

(U) Pmvlding f lee t  s u ~ ~ ? o r t ,  ane MH-53E w a s  s t a t i c  asplayed apl board 
the USS lntsepld, N e w  York City, NY. 

( U) Conducted numerous m i  ssim f l ights  i n  support of NSWC I s developnent 
of the Quickstrike aine simulator. Real-time feedback for various sweep 
settmgs of the LiK-106 w e r e  obtained greatly diancing AMCM tactics and 
procedures. 

August 

(U) HN-14 deployed three MK-105 sleds andl three 17' RHIB boats abcard 
the  USS Raleigh. The squaaron sortied the Mi-53E daily from h o n ~  base a t  W 
Norfolk to sendemous with the USS Raleigh and excerclze LPD launch/recovery 
of the MK-105 system. 

( U )  HM-14 w a s  the f i r s t  Navy squadron t o  forward deploy m support of 
Operation "Desert Shield." Six MH-53E aircraft ,  300 men and a l l  necessary 
suppr t  gear were e x m t i o u s l y  loaded out and deployed on C-5 and C-141 
a i rcraf t  t o  the United Arab =rates (UAE), to beoome the largest AMCM 
detachment in  comnunity history. Beginnlng with an empty container parking 
l o t  in Abu Dhabi, UAE, HM-14 worked closely w i t h  host nationals to  establish a 
ful ly  functional AMPI h e  affectionately narned "NAS Abu Dhabi." The f i r s t  
mission w a s  canducted wlthin f lve days, a l l  a i rcraf t  were f u l l  nussion capable 
w l t h u  seven days, and the f l r s t  AElCM f h g h t  took place w i t h i n  11 days of 
arrival. 

(C) DESEX-01 was a joint U.S.-U.K. F .  exercise that integrated each 
country's surface MOT assets and HM-14. Signficant  results  were achieved, m 
that HM-14 swept two m e  simulators and located, witlun 60 yards, one of two 
possible rmne shapes. AbOi capabilities a g m t  the region's Indigenous mines 
ana e n v i r o m t  w e r e  proven effective. 

(U)  A t  N7S Norfolk, the squadron took d e l i v q  of the last of 12 FJH-53E 
Sea Dragon aircraft ,  side nuher  555 or  "Triple Nickel." 

(C) DESEX-02 the secand exercise conducted by DET 1 was  a jomt U.S.- 
Royal Saudi Navy exercise conductea off the coast of Saudi Arabia. This 
exercise clearly dem-trated HM-14's a b l h t y  to  successfully project WICM 
in to  a f m a r d  threat area. Alrcraft flew 300 mles each way between NAS Abu 
Dhabi and Jubayil, S. A. f a r  four consecutive days and conpleted slxteen 
missions. Over 162 linear mles were swept uslng FK-103, MK-104 and MK-106 
devices. 



( U )  mi-14 deployed three MH-53E helicopters t o  Ft Lauderdale, F1. t o  
conduct m a 1  t rammg with the AN/- 141 system, validate tactics fo r  
q l o y i n g  this system, ana evaluate the system's newly delivered mobile 
maintenance support unit. 

December 

(U) In support of the US Navy Atlantic Underwater Testing and Evaluation 
Center, HM-14 conducted a heavy L f t  of a 26,000 pound sea buoy which had been 
grouxied off the coast of Andros Island, Bahamas as a resu l t  of a severe 
s~rm. Cmue agaln the "Mighty PM" demonstrated its awesome capability. 

( U )  Hh-14 reached f u l l  operational capability on 31 D e c m b r  corrp~letmg 
the transi t ion t o  the MH-53E a i rcraf t .  This  mrked the culmination of 
maintenance, p i lo t  and aircrew training in the most advanced WICM platform m 
history. This transi t ion w a s  completed w i t h  DET ONE, capr i sed  of s i x  vlce 
the normal four a i rcraf t ,  deployed fo r  the last quarter of the calendar year. 


