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Car r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Squadron 
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR 
*1970* Command History 

Chronology of Events 

January 
5 	 Departed NAS Norfolk, Virgin ia  f o r  REFTRA/AFWR i n  Caribbean 

(Guantanano Eay, Cuba Operating Area/South AFWR Operating Area) 
aboard t h e  US5 AMERICA (CVA-66). 

February 
27 Returned t o  NAS Norfolk, Vi rg in ia  a f t e r  completion of REFTRA/AFWR. 

March 

P,?ail 
10 	 Departed NAS Ncrfolk, Virgin ia  f o r  O R I  i n  Caribbean (South AFWR 

Operating Araz) and subsequent deployment i n  Southeast Asia and 
Sea of Japan v i t h  U. S. SEVENTH F l e e t ,  aboard the  USS AMERICA 
(CVA-66) a s  part of Attack Car r i e r  A i r  Wing N I N E  (CVW-9) . 

13-17 Am, South HFI~ROperating Area 
18-20 O N ,  South hETdII Operating Area 
20 Departad South AFWR Operating Area f o r  Southeast Asia and U. S. 

SEVENTE F l e e t  Operations. 
23 Kidnapped Kin;: Neptunus Rex ..... LCDR    (vAw-124) 
24 USS AfEXICA "Crosses the  Line" (O.OO Lat i tude;  41.3O West Longi- 

tude) ,  a l l  scurvy Pollywogs duly i n i t i a t e d  t o  the  mysteries  of 
the  deep by King Neptunus Rex and h i s  cour t .  

27-29 Inpor t  Rio de Jane i ro ,  E r a z i l  
30 Departed Rio de Jane i ro ,  B r a z i l  f o r  Subic Bay, Kepublic of the  

Phi l ippines  v i a  the  A t l a n t i c  and Indian Oceans. 

May 
16 INCIlOP U. S. SEVENTE F l e e t  

21-23 Inpor t  NAS Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  
26 Arrived on Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkin, and commenced f i r s t  

Yankee S t a t i o n  l i n e  period,under opera t ional  con t ro l  of Attack 
Car r i e r  A i r  Wing N I N E .  

June 
15 Departed Gulf of Tonkin f o r  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  ending f i r s t  

Yankee Stat ion  l i n e  period (26 May-15 June). 
17-27 Inpor t  PJAS Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  

29 Arrived on Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkin, and ccmmenced second 
Yankee S t a t i o n  l i n e  period.  

J u l y  
5 CDR C. C. ROSE re l i eved  by CDR J. H. KAITLEN as Commanding Off icer .  

13 Departed Gulf of Tonkin f o r  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  ending second 
Ysnkee S t a t i o n  l i n e  period (29 June-13 Ju ly ) .  



Ju ly  (continued) 
14-19 Inpor t  NAS Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Ph i l ipp i res  
21 Axrived on Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkin,.and commenced t h i r d  

~ & e e  Sta t ion  l i n e  period. 

August 
4 	 Departed Gulf of Tonkin f o r  the B r i t i s h  Crown Colony of Hong 

Kong ending t h i r d  Yankee S ta t ion  l i n e  period (21 July- 4 
kugust) 

5-13 Inpor t  B r i t i s h  Crown Colony of Hong Kong 
14-17 Inpor t  NAS Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  
17-22 Inpor t  Manila, Phi l ippines  

25 	 Arrived on Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkln, and commenced four th  
Yankee S ta t ion  l i n e  period. 

September 
6 Awarded thir*! consecutive COMNAVAIRLANT Ci ta t ion  f o r  Achievement 

i n  Aviation Safety s ince  commissioning i n  September 1967. 
18 Departed Gulf of Tonkin f o r  Sea of Japan ending four th  Yankee 

S ta t ion  l i n e  period (25 August-18 September). 
20-21 Exercises ccrducted off  the  coast  of Taiwan, Phi l ippine  Sea. 
22 A i r  conducted off  Slr~ri~ t h e  coas t  of Okinsrwa, East China Sea. 

24-27 SPEC042 i n  Sea of Japan 
29 Inpor t  Naval Base Yokosuka, Japan 

Qc tober 
9 Departed Yokosuka, Japan f o r  Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkin, 

14 Arrived on Yankee S ta t ion ,  Gulf of Tonkin, and commenced f i f t h  
Yankee S ta t ion  l i n e  period.  

November 
8 Departed Gulf of Tonkin f o r  S&ic Bay, Phi l ippines  ending f i f t h  

and l a s t  Yankee S ta t ion  l i n e  period (14 October- 8 November). 
10-12 Inpor t  NAS Cubi Point ,  Subic Bay, Phi l ippines  
16 USS AMERICA "crosses the  Line" (0. O0 Lati tude;  140.5' East  

Longitude). 
20 OUTCHOP U. S. SEVENTH F l e e t  

21-24 Inpor t  Sydney, Aus t ra l i a  
26 USS AMERICA crosses  In td rna t iona l  Date Line 

December 

10-12 Inpor t  Rio de Janei ro ,  Braz i l  

19 Four a i r c r a f t  f l y  off  t o  NAS Norfolk, Virginia  
21 Returned t o  NAS Norfolk, Virginia  a f t e r  8 1/2 month "around 

the  worldf' deployment a s  a member of Attack Car r i e r  A i r  Wing 
N I N E  aboard the  USS ANEBICA (CVA-66). 

22-31 Post-deployment standdown 



Nar ra t ive  

Af t e r  completing i ts  f i r s t  ope ra t iona l  deployment i n  January 
1969 and r e l a t i v e l y  unevent fu l  ope ra t ions  ashore  during 1969, Car- 
r i e r  Airborne Early Warning Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWENTY FOUR (VAW- 
124) s t a r t e d  t h e  new yea r  wi th  a s h o r t  r e f r e s h e r  c r u i s e ,  commencing 
5 January,  i n  r ead ines s  f o r  i ts  subsequent WESTPAC deployment i n  
Apr i l .  A s  a member of Attack Carrier A i r  Wing NINE (CVW-91, t h e  
squadron corrienced r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Guantanamo Bay, Cuba 
Operat ing Area and t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Weapons Range (AFWR) aboard 
t h e  USS AMERICA (CVA-66). Upon completion of t h e  t r a i n i n g  per iod ,  
VAW-124 r e tu rned  to NAS Norfolk, V i r g i n i a  on 27 February t o  con-
t i n u e  i ts  p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  lengthy deployment t o  WESTPAC and 
t h e  U. S. SEVENTH F l e e t .  

For t h e  Iiext m n t h  and a half,.VAW-124 readied  i t s e l f  f o r  
i t s  Operat ion Read$-ress In spec t ion  (ORI)  and second major opera- 
t i o n a l  deployment. On 10 A p r i l ,  t h e  squadron depar ted  PiAS Norfolk 
aboard t h e  USS K C K L C A  f o r  t h e  ORI  and subsequent deployment t o  
t h e  U. S .  SEVENTH F l e e t .  F l i g h t  ope ra t ions  commenced on 13 A p r i l  
upon a r r i v a l  i n  South AEWR, prepa ra to ry  t o  t h e  impending O R I .  The 
O R I ,  from 1 7  Apr i l  t o  22 A p r i l ,  ended our  formal t r a i n i n g  f o r  
Southeast  A ~ l a n  Opzrat ions.  

With t h e  ORI c o ~ p l e t e don 22 A p r i l ,  AMERICA steamed south  f o r  
Rio de J a n e i r o ,  B r a z i l ,  p r i o r  t o  t h e  long t r a n s i t  t o  Southeast  
Asia. However, on 24 A p r i l  be fo re  reaching Rio de J a n e i r o ,  t r a d i -
t i o n a l  and time-honored ceremonies were conducted on AMERICA'S 
f l i g h t  deck t o  i n i t i a t e  and welcome t h e  scurvy Pollywogs i n t o  t h e  
hallowed realm of King Neptunus Rex. This  ceremony was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
poignant  f o r  t h e  squadron personnel  because i t  was con6ucted under 
t h e  s t e r n  and foreboding eye of i t s  own LCDR   , h i s  
majesty,  King Neptunus Rex, The day p r i o r  t o  t h e  ceremonies,  VAW-
124 personnel  kidnapped King Neptune, making l i f e  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  him t o  bea r  as it became f o r  most of us  on t h e  24th.  

The i n p o r t  per iod  i n  Rio de  J a n e i r o ,  B r a z i l  from 27 t o  30 
A p r i l  was s h o r t  b u t  welcomed by a l l .  On t h e  morning of 30 A p r i l ,  
w e  r e g r e t f u l l y  depar ted  Rio de J a n e i r o  f o r  our  long t r i p  t o  t h e  
P h i l i p p i n e s  and the  Western P a c i f i c .  Although f l i g h t  opera t ions  
were scheduled p e r i o d i c a l l y  throughtout  our t r a n s i t ,  most of t h e  
squadron 's  t i m e  was spent mainta in ing  out  a i r c r a f t ,  a s  w e l l  as 
ou r  men, i n  r ead ines s  f o r  our  Southeast  Asian Operat ions.  

F i n a l l y ,  on 21 Play, a f t e r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  weeks a t  sea t r a n s i t -
i n g  t h e  A t l a n t i c  and Ind ian  Oceans, AtElUCA ~ ~ n r r r l  t h e  Naval a t  
A i r  S t a t i o n  Cubi P o i n t ,  Subic Bay, l iepublic ok t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
r e l i e v i n g  t h e  USS CONSTELLATION (CVA-63). A f t e r  a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  
Subic Bay and t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  Commander Attack C a r r i e r  S t r i k i n g  
Force, SEVENTH F l e e t  (CTF-77), Vice Admiral Freder ick  A. BAPJ)SIAR, 
U. S. Navy, and h i s  s t a f f  aboard AMERICA, t h e  s h i p  and h e r  a i r  
group depar ted  f o r  Yankee S t a t i o n ,  Gulf of Tonkin. 



Our f i r s t  s p e c i a l  ope ra t ions  i n  suppor t  of CTF-77, U. 5.  
SEVENTH F l e e t  on Yankee S t a t i o n  commenced 26 May and continued 
through 15 June, a t  which time MEPICA steamed back t o  Subic Bay, 
Ph i l i pp ines  t o  resupply  and g ive  its s h i p ' s  company and air  group 
some welcome r e s t .  

During our  Yankee S t a t i o n  l ine  pe r iod ,  our squadron, a mem-
b e r  of  At tack  C a r r i e r  A i r  Wing MNE, had t h e  primary duty  of 
providing t h e  Task ?orce wi th  12 hours  of d a i l y  a i rbo rne  e a r l y  
trdrning d e t e c t i o n  of poss ib l e  h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t ,  wi th  primary 
emphasis on Data LLnk u t i l i z a t i . c n ,  and maintaining an a l e r t  ready 
pos tu re  during non--;lying hcurs .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  VAW-124 supported 
the  Air Group i n  many o t h e r  c a p a c i t i e s .  This  included i n t e r c e p t  
c o n t r o l ,  communications r e l a y ,  d a t a  l i n k  r epor t ing ,  search and 
rescue  and mzny o t h z r  t a s k  f o r c e  coord ina t ion  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

The i n ~ o r t  pc;lad, 17-27 June i n  Subic Bay, P 5 i l i p p i n e s  was 
o;le of ex t ens ive  ti.:.; e x h ~ u s t i v e  e f f o r t s  on t h e  parc of the squad-
ron and a l l  c o n c e z ~ ~ dt o  i s o l a t e  and c o r r e c t  eauipment +. iscrepancies  
which had hampered t h e  squadron's performance dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  
period.  ANERICA departed Subic Bay on 27 June,  enroute  t o  Yankee 
S2at ion  and her second l i n e  per iod .  

Spec ia l  operaL:ons on Yankee S t a t i o n  commenced on 29 June. 
Although a l l  t h e  p r l ~ b l e n s  t h a t  had plagued u s  dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  l i n e  
per iod  were still n o t  completely reso lved ,  t he re  were many indica-
t i o n s  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  pl-opress had been made. !Chrough t h e  excep- 
t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  of our  maintenance personnel ,  t h e  squadron was a b l e  
t o  maintain one good a i r c r a f t ,  Nummer ''c~ll." E-28 "011" turnec! i n  
a most c r e d i t a b l e  performance and earner! a cake from the Commanding 
O f f i c e r  of t h e  USS AEIEYICA, Captain T .  B.  WLY:~ARD, a p t l y  i n sc r ibed  
" ~ a p p i n e s si s  011': Betveen 6'and 13  J u l y ,  011 launched on 21 of 
24 scheduled s o r t i e s  and provided f u l l  system coverape f o r  each -
a v e r i t a b l e  work horse.  

A. s t and  down clay w a s  scheduled f o r  5 J u l y  137@ and, dur ing  
t h i s  r e s p i t e  from f l i g h t  one ra t ions ,  CDR James I-I. KM.LEIJ r e l i e v e d  
CDC Charles  C. ROSE as Commanding O f f i c e r  of VAW-124. The ceremony 
was both t r a d i t i o n a l  and unique i n  t h a t  i t  was j o i n t l y  conducted 
wi th  T a c t i c a l  E l e c t r o n i c  Warfare Squadron ONE HUNDRED TF12TY TWO 
(VAQ-132). 


On 13 J u l y ,  a f t e r  two weeks of f l y i n g  on Yankee S t a t i o n ,  
A?lERICA l e f t  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin f o r  i t s  thirc! t r i p  t n  Subic Bay, 
Ph i l i pp ines .  Unlike p a s t  i n p o r t  pe r iods ,  14-18 J u l y  was  used mainly 
f o r  r e s t  and r ecupe ra t i en ;  however, ex t ens ive  e f f o r t s  were cnntinued 
i n  o rde r  t o  i s o l a t e  and c o r r e c t  those  equipment d i sc renanc ie s  which 
aga in  had precluded f u l l  system o r e r a t i o n s  i n  a l l  squadron a i x c r a f t .  
No f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  were conducted dur ing  t h i s  i n p o r t  per iod .  
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Al!ERICA departed Subic Bay on 19 J u l y ,  enroute  t o  Yankee 
S t a t i o n  and t h e  t h i r d  l i n e  per iod  i n  suppor t  of c o m h ~ t  opera t ions .  
Commencing on 21  J u l y ,  suppor t  ope ra t ions  continued throughout t he  
l i n e  per iod  wi th  no p a r t i c u l a r l y  unique o r  new problems encountered. 
Although f u l l  sytem coverage was s t i l l  muck less than des i r ed ,  E-2A 
"01 1': continued t o  c a r r y  the  load .  

On 24 J u l y ,  E-?A '%11'', with  CDR KARLEN i n  comrnand, logged t h e  
6E,399th l a n d i r ; ~  a L ~ ~ r d  An e a r l y  recovery was made i nmPJCA. 
cbder t h a t  Captain '1' B. FAYWARD, Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  USS 
~Ql'3?JCA9 could log  ?;;& =,00Cth landing  aboard C V A - E  i n  t h e  s h i p ' s  
C-id, "Hiss AMEXCA " 

Also, two days be fo re  w e  l e f t  t h e  l i n e ,  t h e  squadron welcomed 
board our new Exec:.zive O f f i c e r ,  Commander Walter 0. EDBEPG. CDR 

I'DBERG, who hr,d jus;  =ompl.=.tedh i s  E-2A t r a i n i n g  a t  NPS Norfolk, 
1 '!-llaced CDR L h a r l e  I - : .  N!;dtXNGTON, our a c t i n g  Execat ive O f f i c e r  
5l:lce CP2 KAR1,EN tc;. com.sr~d on 5 J u l y .  

On 4 August, A.."l%PiICAdepar ted  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin f n r  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Crown Colony of Hor:~ Kcng having completed i t s  t h i r d  l i n e  per iod  of 
t h e  c r u i s e .  hi:cho:'~~.,e w a s  made i n  Hong Konp, harbor  on 5 kugust .  

No f1igt.z oper,.:ions were conducted during the  i n n o r t  per icd  i n  
Hong Kong which lastr jd  from 5 t h r u  13 August. Flaxi~numrest and recu-
p e r a t i o n  were the o r d e r  of t h e  day. Due t o  t h e  impen$ing a r r i v a l  of 
T rop ica l  Storm Vio le t ,  AmXCA depar ted  on 8 August i n  c rde r  t o  ga in  
sea room f o r  maneuverabi l i ty;  however, V i o l e t  chaneed course ,  by-
pass ing  Hong Kong, and MIERICA re tu rned  t o  anchorase t h e  next  day. 

On 13 August, a f t e r  8 days i n p o r t  i n  Pong Kong and v i t h  l i t t l e  
money l e f t  t o  spend, we departed f o r  Subic Bay, Ph i l i pp ines .  Two 
squadron a i r c r a f t  were bingoed t o  NAS Cubi Po in t  i n  o rde r  t o  con-
duct  maintenance whi le  i n p o r t .  Af t e r  a s h o r t  s t a y  i n  Subic Bay f o r  
t h e  replenishment of  s h i p ' s  s u p p l i e s  and m e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  sub- 
sequent l i n e  pe r iod ,  AMEPICA 4eparted Suhic Bay on 17 August f o r  
X m i l a ,  n e ~ u b l i c  of t h e  Ph i l i pp ines .  

Upon depa r tu re  from Cubi P o i n t ,  t h e  two shore-based a i r c r a f t  
p a r t i c i p e t e d  i n  an  A i r  Wins zir Show f o r  t h e  embarked wl.ves and 
P h i l i p p i n e  o f f i c a l s  accompanyfng t h e  s h i p  t o  Ean i l a .  Anchorage was 
made i n  h i s t o r i c  Yani la  Bay that same afternoon. 

M E 2 I C A  departed 'F$anila on 22 August and conducted r e f r e s h e r  
t r a i n i n g  and a i r  ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  l o c a l  Subic Bay Onerating P.rea 
p r i o r  t o  leav ing  f o r  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin and i ts  f o u r t h  Yankee S t s t i o n  
l i n e  per iod .  Combat suppor t  ope ra t ions  on Yankee S t a t i o n  commenced 
on 25 Auzust. 



During t h i s  a t - s ea  per iod ,  t h e  longes t  of t he  c r u i s e ,  our  
squadron performed f a r  and above t h e  l e v e l  achieved dur ing  previous 
l i n e  per iods .  Although t h e  performance of our  a f r c r a f t  s t o l e  t h e  
show dur ing  t h e  f o u r t h  l i n e  pe r iod ,  t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  o t 5 e r  mem- 
o r a b l e  moments. 

On 6 September, VAW-124 had t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  of r ece iv ina  i ts  
t h i r d  corisecctive CO?NAVAIFZANT C i t a t i o n  f o r  Achievement i n  Avia t ion  
S::fety s i n c e  ~commis5?oning i n  September 1967. The c i t a t i o n ,  awarded 
2 ,  t h e  Commander Na;.al Afr Forces,  U .  S. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  Vice Admiral 
E. L. TC\lNSEND, was j r e sen ted  by t h e  Commanding O f f i c e r  of t h e  USS 
AMZRICA, Captain T. li. HAYWAPD. This  c i t a t i o n  is  awarded i n  recog- 
n i t i o n  of those A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  squadrons completing t h e  f i s c a l  year  
without  a s i n g l e  major acc iden t .  An award of t h i s  r a t u r e  can only 
%E a t t r i b u t e d  t o  ac e f f e c t i v e  team e f f o r t  and i s  an outs tanding  
..IA.-omplishmerhti n  c 4  atio-i: s a f e t y  f o r  t h e  squadron and- - che E-2B 
c:munity.  

Al,?o, dur ing  t r - l a s t  s i x  days of t h e  l i n e  pe r iod ,  12-17 Septem-
b e r ,  fiqe days of :#ji;Z f u l l  AEW systems coverage w a s  achievec!. This 
performance d id  n o t  go unnoticed o r  unheralded, a s  evidenced by the  
appearance i z  the  rcady room of a l a r g e  cake s u i t a b l y  decorated "BZ, 
HT?lMM, m-m-m-;;, Jt  a n i  t h e  r e c e i p t  of a congra tu la tory  message from 
CTF-77, Vice hdmiraj F. A .  BASDSHAR, USM. 

On 18 September, AIE2ICA departed t h e  Gulf of Tonk!n f o r  t h e  
Sea of Japan a f t e r  three find a h a l f  arzuous weeks on Yankee S t a t i o  aa:During t h e  t r a n s i t  through t h e  P h i l i p p i n e  Sea and Eas t  China Sea, . 
f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  continued. On 20 and 21 September, ope ra t ing  o f f  
the coas t  of Taiwan, t h e  A i r  Wing conducted s e v e r a l  e x e r c i s e s  and 
p r a c t i c e d  f o r  an a i r  show t h a t  was t o  be he ld  o f f  t h e  c c a s t  of 
Okinawa. On the  22nd, t h e  A i r  Wing d isp layed  i ts  superb f l y i n g  
a b i l i t y  and f i r e  power i n  an a i r  show presented  f o r  many h igh  ranking 
o f f i c e r s  and d i g n i t a r i e s  from Okinawa and t h e  Republic of  Korea. 
S t a r t i n g  on t h e  22nd, VAW-124 was tasked wi th  t h e  job of provid ing  
AEW coverage f o r  t h e  Task Force- due t o  t h e  proximitv of Korea, Red 
China and Russia ,  and, hence, d i d  no t  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  a i r  show. 

On t he  23rd, ope ra t ions  i n  t h e  Sea of Japan commer,cer! on Defender 
S t a t i o n  and l a s t e d  u n t i l  27 September, when W I C A  depar ted  f o r  
Yokosuka, Japan. Also, on t h i s  d a t e ,  one of our  a i r c r a f t ,  E-2A "013," 
was s e n t  t o  t h e  Naval Air Stat ion Atsugi, Japan for a badly needed 
p a i n t  job. The e a r l y  f ly-of f  gave a few e x t r a  needed days t o  perform 
t h e  necessary maintenance work on t h e  a i r c r a f t  p r i o r  t o  A ? # R I c A ' ~  
mooring a t  the  Naval Base Yokosuka, Japan on t h e  29th. We s tayed  
i n p o r t  u n t i l  t h e  morning of 9 October,  when AMERICA departed Yokosuka 
f o r  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin and our  f i f t h  and last l i n e  pe r i cd  on Yankee 
S t a t i o n .  During t h e  t r a n s i t  t o  Yankee S t a t i o n ,  f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  
were he ld  t o  b r ing  ou r  a i r c r a f t  and crews back t o  ope ra t ing  l e v e l s  
p r i o r  t o  commencing t h e  las t  l i n e  per iod .  



The f i f t h  l i n e  per iod  commence6 immediately upon a r r i v a l  i n  
t h e  Gulf of Tozlkin on 14 October.  E-2A "013" was s t i l l  i n  Atsugi ,  
Japan end by t h i s  t ime,  everyone was wondering where s h e  was and 
how h e r  crew w a s  doinq. F i n a l l y ,  on t h e  18th ,  013" r e tu rned  
aboard AMERICA, t h e  c l e a n e s t  a i r c r a f t  t h i s  s sde  of PAP.. 

This  l i n e  pe r iod ,  a s  was our  l a s t ,  was very  succes s fu l .  A s  
t i e  records  w t l l  s h m ,  VAW-124 performed i n  a most exemplary man- 
1j2.r and w i l l  c;-~dou'ct ,>dly t e  remembered f o r  i t s  outs tanding  perform- 
a x e  wh i l e  i n  WESTPA!:, The Maintenance Department must be given t h e  
m ~ s tc r e d i t  f o r  our s x c e s s .  Only through t h e i r  hard, d i l i g e n t ,  
and t i r e l e s s  e f f o r t s  was the  squadron a b l e  t o  overcome the ?roblems 
faced i n  meeting i t c ,  o p e r a t i o n a l  commitments. 

The USS APlERICJ. depar ted  Yankee S t a t i o n  on t h e  morS.ng of 8 
jc- ember, enrc,:te t c  Subl:: Bay and t h e  f i n a l  l e g s  of our  "around-
:&:e-woi-irl7'W'3SPAC c z ~ i s e .  The f i r s t  s t o p  was Sub.i c Ray, P h i l i p p i n e s ,  
which tl?d become a r:mili;lr p lace .  Considerin? tPLio was t h e  f o u r t h  
v i s i t ,  t\e s t a t i o n  i- -A become a 'ihome-away-from-ho:,~e." 1.7 i t h  t h e  
debarkat ion of CTF .' and h i s  s t a f f  and t h e  r e s u p ~ l y i n g  gf the s h i p ' s  
s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  lor,!: t r a n s i t ,  AMERICA depar ted  Subic Bay, Phi l ipp ines  
f o r  Sydney, i : - s t r a l ' a  on 13 November. 

On t h e  15th,  w,? ag&n encountered t h e  saw two ind fv idua l s  
t h a t  we encomrtered i n  A p r i l  as we crossed  t h e  E q u ~ t o r  i n  a south-
e r n l y  d i r e c t i o n .  These c h a r a c t e r s  were preeznt  once aaa in  t o  
i n i t i a t e  t he  new members of t h e  s h i p  wkGo ha? cever  made a t r i p  
' Across t h e  Line.  ' 

On the  21)th, AMERICA outchopped SEVENTH F l e e t  and a r r i v e d  "down 
undert'  i n  Sydney, A u s t r a l i a  on t h e  21s t .  Af t e r  a tremendous t h r e e  
days,  AMIPICA depar ted  t o  cont inue her odyssey. Proceer!ing i n  an 
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n ,  a l l  c locks  were advanced an  hour d a i l y  a s  we 
t r a n s i t t e d  time zone a f t e r  time zone. On t h e  26th,  AmPSCA crossed  
t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Date Line where we gained another  26th of November 
and had t h e  once-in-a-lifetime experience of c e l e b r a t i n g  Thankq iv ing  
Day two days i n  success ion .  

The next  s t o p  was Xio de  J a n e i r o ,  Braz i l .  Roundin2 Cape Horn 
on 5 December, .WEPJCA steamed up t h e  e a s t e r n  coas t  of S ~ u t hAmerica 
anchoring on 10 December i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  same p l ace  as on 27 Apr i l .  
The 12th found AMERICA departing for  Norfolk with a short eight  day 
t r i p  ahead. Our a i rc rews ,  eager  t o  g e t  home, depar ted  t k e  s l i ~on 
t h e  19th l e d  by CDR KPIILEN i n  BulLseye Hummer "rill.. .I1 A l l  f o u r  
squadron a i r c r a f t  made t h e  f l y - o f f ,  a r r i v i n g  l a t e  on t h e  19th. Upon 
a r r i v i n g  a t  Hangar SP-1, NAS Norfolk, t h e  crewmembers were welcomed 
o f f i c i a l l y  by Captein T. D.  QUIIlN, Commander C a r r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  
Warning Wing TWELVE, and rumultuously by the*r  wives and f a m i l i e s .  



Esr ly  on the  21s t ,  P7T'ICA,with  the remainder of t h e  squadron's 
o f f i c e r s  an3 yersonnel ,  re turnet!  t o  Norfolk m o o r i n  a t  r i e r  1 2 ,  Elaval 
Base Norfs lk ,  Vi rg ic i r , ,  LTSF a f t e r  an  e i g h t  ar+ one--:l;il: r.zrjnt3 c r u i s e  
:around.- t5e--srorl-d . ' 

The UFS i.J-.rErlICAand h e r  "Zullseye ~ u m . e r s ~ '  ha?. teen zone. 257 days; 
had s t o ~ ~ e d  t h r e e  ccn t inen t s ,  t h e  world 's  a t  a Crown Colony and f i v e  of 
n o s t  i n t e r e s t jnp ,  and e x c i t i n g  c i t i c s .  Lie. ha? s?~lr.ens i x  Lqnguages, o r  
y.-'oc! t o ,  and spent. - i x  k h r ' s  of money. IJe h*d s 2 f d y  f l o m  i n  excess  
' IQOO Fours and 071 a ir<:.CTISh9r' earced more than  40 A i r  \:ec?als. VIe 

!-, 1- d d  earzec? two C a m y - r l ~ rTleZals and had heen re:omccc!ec' f o r  t ~ madfii-
t icma1 6ccorar;ions. Oclr  Carimandi~irr. O f f i c e r  , CDR J. F . f<t,rLEN, vas  
aaarded the Bronze dcsr  f o r  h i s  ou t s t a rd ing  l eade r sh ip  ; w i n g  our 
IWSTPAC deplryznent. Ye Ir?d done cu r  p a r t .  

Af te r  a b x t i c  q l y of 3ff-- loading cur  m r t e r i a l  f r a x  the skin t o  
71 -
I - t e a r  S r - 1 ,  ~i ieryc- - lef  L f o r  a very  ~ r e l c c n e  ace h q r v  hc'ic'ay and 
;(,st-de~loyr;lei",tta. 5 dowr.. So ,  as the  y e a r  ? r e v  t c  3 c l o s e ,  VAT1 124 
pr.ouc!ly 1o o k e  back -.i another  h iqhly  successf 11 -JT-

. . 
- ? t - m r *  

Ym.r 
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Commandin2 3 f f i c c r :  
11 J u l y  1SEG t o  C 5  J u l y  1372 

C r ~ a m d e r  Charles C .  I'OSE, U .  S. h7avy, 11310 
05 J u l y  1970 t o  Present  

Commander Janes E. KAUEM, U. S. Yavy, 11310 

3-
A- .cut ive Off iz.cr: 

11 Auz>:st 1.56" tr ?5 J u l : ~15'70 
Co~.nsnds; iames F. KbAqLEX, U. S .  P:2vy9 11310 

n.5 	July 1910 t o  C: i \ . ups t  1379 

Comn~snder Charles  G. 1:07?-INGT01T9 U.  S, Gady,  

QlF u ~ u s tlC70 t o  Fresent  

Cc~nanllcr  l r s l t e r  9. EDSEP-G, U. S. Navy, 3/1310 


Lcrstio;; 3f Co~mand. 
27 J:;,:uwy 1969 1 . )  05 2-ruary 1970 

NLL f\Tor£r Viisj.nia, OPCOELT CCP-E!T1 TTJET -'E- - I p ,  

95 Jarluery 1970 t, 27 Fc?ruar~r 197n 

(''aribbcali (Guant3namc Ifay, Cub2 an? South A F J r ?  Onerating 

A rta, ?.E l Y ~ ~ I I A P ~ T ~ 
CVC? E J IBE 


27 rcbruar;r 197'0 co IQ A~r i l1470 

:?AS Norf ollc, V i rg in i a  9PCOY CCP.E'/RJ TIIELVE 


1C Apr i l  1970 t o  21 December 197Q 
Scuth AFJ"! O ~ e r a t i n gArea, T I  CW! BIFE' Ya~lkeeS t a t i o n ,  
Gulf of TcnPin, an? Defcnzer S t a t i o n ,  Se7. of Jzpan, SPECOPS 
CTF SEVCNTF F l e e t  ~ .n2CTTFJ PTIME 

21 gecember lc70 to T E F E W T  

1\JPPS ?Tor£olk, Virp in ia, OFCON CCAEJP TT<EL,VC 


F i s s i o n  of Cmmands 
To a c t  a s  2-13a i rbo rne  t a c t i c a l  command an? c c n t r o l  c e r t c r  f o r  
o f f ens ive  and defens ive  f l e e t  opera t ions  Fy > r o v i s a i n ~  ~ f r b s r n e  e a r l v  
t r a r n i n ~  an? a i r c r a f t  s e r v i c e s  thraugI~  2 a t a  l i n k  e-rl ~ 7 PC ' c~rri~:mic~~-
t i o n s  , 

Compositicn of Com,an$: 
Af r c r a f  t : Four (4) Grumman E-2' 'Eat*7keye2'z i r c r a f t  , Bureau Yumbers : 

152476, 152477, 152479, an? 1524%. 
Personnel on B o x 3  (31 December 1979): 

24 Of f i ce r s  - 23  a r e  i n  a f l i g h t  status 
110 Enl is ted  - 5 s r e  i n  1 f l i g h t  s t a t u s  

Squadron Nickname : "The WLLSEYE ~V,WEXS" 

Squadron >Iotto: 3 1The GULLSPYE Squacron - Center of F l e e t  Wfense '?  

P l i ~ h t~ours/Statistics: 
Tota l  F:ours ............ 1795.8hrs 

Avg Wours/l"ritth ........ 142.lhrs 

Cswrier Landings ....... 472 

Carrier Lsunches ....... 472 




ifaintenacce t 3 s  t o r y  

January 
On January 5 ,  1970, t h e  squadron deplo~rer! or! t he  USS AYERICA 

(CVA--66) f o r  a shakedown c r u i s e  i n  the  CaribSean a r e a ,  ~ F t ht h r e e  
a i r c r e f t ,  Bureau Numbers 152476, 152677, and 152479. The out-
s tanding  maintenance problems during t h i s  ?erioc! .:ere l a c k  of 
r o t a b l e  poc.1 AF,Avs f o r  t he  av ion ic s  systems,  and e l e v a t c r  a c t u a t o r s  
f o r  t he  a i r f rame.  

-:.Pebrl-2r-1 
The s q ~ a d r o n  :-es d e ~ l z y e dt h e  e n t i r e  month on RTr3CA. 3Ul10 

152476 was flown itsck t o  YAP Norfolk f o r  i nco rpora t ion  of APC 133 
(main l a n d ~ n g  at tachment  f i t t i n g )  and AFC 133 (engine t r u s s  as-
sembly). RUIIO 15%/89 w a s  rece ive2  from VAT.7-125 du r ine  t h i s  per iod.  

'far ch --. 
Iln 2 Vzrch, j 2 1 3  sc i . -~( I r~ ln  t o  NAS Yfiifolk.re turned  The remain- 

i ng  a i r c r a f t  had A A C  133 incorpora ted  and a l l  Irere av ionics  con-
f igu red  wi th  KY->.'\ K G - 2 3 ,  and ~ Q - 2 ' s  f o r  t h e  upccming WESTPAC 
denloyrnent. :UT4'6 152489 had a rotodone changed due t n  tn te rgranu-
l a r  co r ros ioa  on snspec t ion  a t  ETAS Norfolk. A i r c r a f t  3UNO 152489 
was foun? t o  have ga lvan ic  co r ros ion  i n  t h e  wings and fuse l age .  

A p r i l  If) - June 15 
The squadron departed NAS Ncrfol?~. on 21 ! p r i l  1S7? f o r  an 

'iarounrl-the-world;' WESTTAC c ru i se .  This  ? ,? r iod ,  1 C  April--15 Jtme, 
covers  t h e  021 conducted abcard t h e  LTSS rliT:71CA and tl-e f i r s t  Yan- 
kee S t a t i o n  l i n e  r e r i o d  i n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin. I lost  maintenance 
problems came 5 c f o r e  and during t h e  OF?. Euring t h e  O?.I, t h r e e  
s t a r t e r s  were sheared i n  a f o u r  day per iod .  The c a s e  f o r  t h i s  
problem was found t r  3c excess  a i r  p re s su re  frcm the  s:"ir% deck 
s t a r t e r  and GTC-100's. These u n i t s  were modified 1~7ith a lower 
F re s su re  s t a g e  and t h e  problem was cc r r ec t ed .  

Enroute t o  Rio, s c v e r a l  unsuccessfu l  a t t e m r t s  Trere m?de t o  
e s t a b l i s h  a l i n k  v i t h  t h e  sh ip .  The problem s t e m e d  f r q m  the  
i n s t a l l a t i o n  of ACQ-2's and KG-23's i n  squadron a i r c r a f t  s h o r t l y  
be fo re  t he  c r u i s e ,  which sguazrnn personnel  were una:.le t n  maintain 
i n  proFer o ~ e r a t i n g  c o n 2 i t 5 ~ n .  h?hile i n  Cio de J z n e i r o ,  "r. B i l l y  
R-oss, of Co l l i n s  Radio, a r r i v e d  t o  provide t e c h n i c a l  s s s i s t a n c e .  
He provide2 on the  job traininq f o r  the men, and the technical  
exnerience necessary t o  a l i g n  a l l  ASQ-52 systems. T3e prcblem 
wi th  the  KG-23  w e s  found t o  be i n  t h e  n o u n t i r ~  plenums. A d d i t i o n r '  
a l l y ,  t he  t e s t  bench nrocedures l e f t  t h e  KG-23's i n  t h c  f a s t  d a t a  
r a t e  n o s i t i o n  v i c e  t h e  proper  slow d a t a  r a t e .  This  was cor rec ted  
and tllc squadron was  a b l e  t o  rnaintain its l i n k  r e s ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  
t h e  Gulf cf Tonkin. 



June 16 - J u l y  13 

This  per iod  i n z l u l e s  t h e  i n p o r t  per iod  a t  EJAS Cubi P o i n t ,  
Subic Bay, P>il . ippines and t k e  second Yankee S t a t i o n  l i n e  per iod  
i n  t h e  Gulf of Tonkin. 

Ii%ile i n  Subf c  Bay, t h e  A i r c r a f t  Div is ion  cllanged fou r  pro- 
r e l l e r a  f o r  s t 1  l e aks  and b lade  cuff s epa ra t i cn .  The izid-neriod 
::arrasFoil i-izpectibx.- revealec! co:rosion i n  t 5 e  af I: o u t e r  v ing  box 
Y e a m  on 55NC !.5248,-'. The STPWiD r e p a i r  f a c i l i t y  a t  NAC Cubi Po in t  
c c m u l e ~ - ~  new win{: d m b l e r s  c o r r e c t  t b i s  prob- 3 in*; ta l la i2 . -n  of t o  
lea. Early XI.. t h e  52cond line pzrf.06, b leed  a i r  va lves  cn t h r e e  
a i r c r a f t  fai:?d and .these a i r c r a f t  were IlORS f o r  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  
l i n e  p e r i ~ d .  

Avi-onics was s%ll  ybzgued with l i n k  problems. Up02 t h e  
rompl2iion ci t h e  f " i s t  S7ZCOFS r e r i o d  and r e t u r n  20 Subic Bay, 
s l rcsz; :  BmdO 15247" apy.-::ed t o  have a eood s y s t e a  bu t  could n o t  
l i n k ;  135.1G 142479 2 .  2 CI d i f f i c u l t i e s ;  BUT40 152489 had 3een 2ox.n 
f o r  se-~rralm ~ n t h sZJe tc a l ack  of p a r t s ;  and RUN0 152L76 was 
i n  check. L1t-h t h ~  aid of t h r e e  Grumman Tech Reps and m e  Col l in s  
Yep, t h e s e  ~ r c ~ b l e c ? s  co r r ec t ed  whi le  i n  p o r t .; ~ r e  Avionics a l s o  
experience? G prob1r.x wicil t he  middle-man 0peratic.n due t o  incor-  
r e c t  due t o  iaccrrc-ct  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of AFC 1Q9 a t  % W F , :Tnrth Is-
land. IT?.'s ?3042, iOP43 ,  and P0'344 were sent .  

J u l y  14 - Fugust 3 

This  per iod  covers  t h e  i n p o r t  per iod  a t  ?!AS Cubi P c i n t  acc! the 
ope ra t f  ol;s on Y a k e e  Stot i o n  durin:: AYG~JcA s, t h i r  l i n e  period.  

A i r c r a f t  EUEO 152476 provided major power p l a n t s  problems wi th  
RPM f l u c t u a t i o n s  on two oczas ions ,  t h e  l a s t  of vh ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 
s i n g l e  engice  landing.  The cause was determined t o  be a f a u l t y  prop 
governor. 

A i r c r a f t  BUM0 152489 s u f f e r e d  a  crunch t o  t h e  nose wheel door 
t h a t  pu t  i t  down f o r  approximately two months whi le  awai t ing  p a r t s ,  
The p i l o t ' s  windshield i n  a i r c r a f t  BUNO 152477 was rep laced  a f t e r  
t h e  o u t e r  l a y e r  crazed i n  f l i g h t .  The problem was determined t o  
be a f a u l t y  hea t ing  element. 

I n  av ion ic s ,  a i r c r a f t  ELYO 152476 had no code o r  decode IFF 
video  f o r  Chis per iod.  The problem was t r aced  t o  t h e  r o t a r y  j o i n t  
which was ckanged. A i r c r a f t  BUNO 152479 was down due t o  numerous 
NORS i tems and a ca lender  check. 

The l i n e  d i v i s i o n  had an oppor tuni ty  t o  wash and perform a 
thorough co r ros ion  i n s p e c t i o n  on each a i r c r a f t  whi le  i n p o r t  lJAS 
Cubi Poin t .  

http:pzrf.06


August 4  - September 18 

This  per iod  covers  t he  i n p o r t  per iods  a t  Hong Rong, NAS Cubi 
Po in t ,  and ?Ia~i.ila, a s  wel.! a s  ope ra t ions  on Yankee S t a t i o n  dur ing  
t h e  USS ATlERICA's f o u r t h  l i n e  period.  

D:iring t h i s  per iod  t h e  a i r c r a f t  d i v i s i c c  i n s t a l l e d  completely 
tyans ic ; 'o r i~c13 pro?,.-iler s y n c h r m i z a t i o n  sye: {?ms o., 311 squadron 
. . IT?-..:s 2.Y. i x,cc -p l ed  Trith o t h e r  miror  ms5-ntcvmce, so lved  

~ - 2 2Ii!',! Cl~l:.i:..,:tic:. :;~51.:;:. on squadron a i r c :  a f t  . b i r c y l ft BUN0 
I. ;2.;7. .-@qui?-c.3a 2: E - ~ C X  change due a f a u l t y  turb i - ie  s e c t i o n .  

A i r f r a ~ l ~ ~encclmtered a problem wi th  s tuck  f l a p s  on c i r c r a f t  
BTRJO 152476, *hich T~ras co r r ec t ed  by t3oroughly c leaning  ?rd l u b r i -  
c a t i n g  -31 fl.i;p trxl:s. ALrcraft  BUN0 152477 e n c ~ u n t e r e - l  s e v e r a l  
t-ing p *i.blen.; ,EX- 3:sive L>lay was discovered i n  t h e  st s rboa rd  
2;lerc; rlror: lrs. t h e  residual .  p r e s s ,  re -sra~vef a i l e d ,ac tu<~ ' . .  :ilso, 
L-esulL.2g i-L1.-~114 en.: ' -ar of the a f t  .*rip&locks. Iiepiecement of 
each coxponent s o l  3 t h e  problem. 

Three v2apons 5ystems were made o p e r a t i o n a l  during t h i s  l i n e  
period;  howev..-r, a;.53nicaq had i ts  problems. A i r c r a f t  EUKO 152476 
l o s t  t h r e e  t . - i l i n g  wire  m t e n n a s  be fo re  i t  w a s  c!;ncovered t h a t  a  
gear  w a s  ~ l i p p i n g , - ~ ~ l o w l u gt h e  antenna t o  f r e s  wheel t o  its f u l l  
l eng th  +ken t-he anc-xna ou t  switch was depressed wi th  subsequent 
l o s s  of t h e  a l t e n n a ,  The complete system acs replzced,and t h e  
problen \:as solved.  

September 19 - November 8 

This per iod  inc ludes  t h e  t r i p  t o  and ope ra t i cns  on Defender 
S t a t i o n ,  Sea of Japan,  t h c  i n p o r t  per iod  a t  t h e  Eaval  Zase Yckosuka, 
Japan and ope ra t i cns  on Senkee S t a t i o n  durir-g the  f i f t k  and f i n a l  
l i n e  per iod .  

D u r i n ~  t h e  per iod  a 5:N.F f i e l d  mod team incorpcra ted  AFC 124 ' s  
andAFC 138's i n  a l l  squadron a i r c r a f t .  These modi f ica t ions  took 
p l ace  during t h e  v i s i t  t o  Yokosuka, Japan and dur ing  t h e  f i r s t  week 
of t h e  l i n e  per iod .  

Airframes removed and rep laced  a n  improper l a t e r a l  f e e l  sys- 
tem c m  i n  a i rcraf t  BUiJO 152483, thus so lv ing  t h e  problem of s t i f f  
l a t e r a l  c r n t r s l s  i n  t h i s  a i r c r a f t .  Soon a f t e r  t h i s  a c t i o n  w a s  corn?-
p l e t e d ,  t h i s  same a i r c r a f t  s u f f e r e d  t h r e e  crunches i n  l e s s  than a 
week. For tuna te ly ,  none of t h e s e  crunches involved n a j o r  damage t o  
t h e  a i r c r a f t .  

A i r c r a f t  BUXO 152489 f i c i s h e d  t h e  l i n e  per iod  wi t11  two fodded 
engines a t  n igh t :  one on the  number two c a t a p u l t ,  and t h e  o t h e r  i n  
f l i g h t .  The f i r s t  was caused by a h e l i c o p t e r  l i f t i n g  off  on t h e  
bow, blowing FOD i n t o  t h e  engine. The second i s  suspected t o  have 
been loose rivets in the torque meter shaft. 



Avionics held very few problems during t h i s  period, w i t h  no 
ASQ-2 or EtG-23 failures,  This good fortune can be attributed 
partly to the lower temperatures and humidity i n  the Sea of Japan 
and in  the Gulf of Tonkin during October and November, 

November 9 - December 31 

This period includes the tr ip to NAS IJcrfolk, Virzinia v ia  
Subic f : i ~ r  *Si~r:v,P.'C 4e Janeiro and Norfolk; and thc  stand-down 
p r :I '  k ?'Itere were no major ntaintenarce operations 
dui l;,~1 . i . ~ ~tipe . 




