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VAW-124 Command His tory  f o r  Calendar Year 1980. 

I. Command Organizat ion.  

A. 	 Commanding Of f i ce r  

Commander J. R. S laughter  (13 December 1978 t o  14 March 1980) 

Commander L. N. Oden (14 March 1980 t o  present )  


B.  	 Executive Of f i ce r .  

Commander L. N. Oden (13 December 1978 t o  14 March 1980) 

Commander H. C. Fortenberry (14 W r c h  1980 t o  p re sen t )  


C. 	 Mission. 
To a c t  as a n  a i r b o r n e  t a c t i c a l  command and c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  f o r  o f f e n s i v e  

and de fens ive  f l e e t  ope ra t ions  by providing e a r l y  warning and a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l  
through d a t a  l i n k  and v o i c e  communications. 

D. 	 Composition of Command. 

A i r c r a f t  : Four (4) Grumman E-2C "Hawkeye" 

Personnel on board: O f f i c e r s  i n  f l i g h t  s t a t u s :  20 


(31  December 	 1980) En l i s t ed  i n  f l i g h t  s t a t u s :  01  

O f f i c e r s  


(Maintenance and I n t e l l i g e n c e )  

03 


En l i s t ed  on board: 134 


Squadron Nickname : 	"BEAR ACES" 

Squadron Motto: "Bear Aces - - On t h e  Road Again" 

11. Chronology of Events.  

1 Jan  - 7 Jan  I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
8 Jan  - 12 Jan  Detachment t o  Ceci l ,  F lo r ida  f o r  USS SARATOGA NAVEX 
1 3  Jan  - 7 Jun I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
6 Feb - 8 Feb SEABAT 2-80 
25 Feb - 29 Feb AVELEX 1-80 detachment t o  Cherry Po in t ,  North Carol ina 
14 March 	 Change of Command 
20 May - 22 May S EABAT 3 -8 0 
28 May 	 Federal  Vantage 
26 	May - 30 May Command Inspec t  i o n  
1 June 	 Change o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  t o  CVW-8 
7 Jun - 21 Jun Detachment t o  Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico f o r  Cornorange 

v s  . US S JOHN F. KENNEDY 
22 Jun - 1 3  Aug I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
21 J u l y  	 9 years  acc iden t  f r e e  
5 August 	 Federal  Vantage 
13 Aug - 22 Aug NIMITZ ISE 
23 Aug - 27 Aug I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
29 Aug - 9 Sep Underway--transit North A t l a n t i c  on USS NIMITZ 

United Effort-80 
10  Sep - 21 Sep Teamwor k-8 0 
22 Sep - 23 Sep Cold Fire-80 



DECLASSIFIED 


24 Sep - 29 Sep I n  p o r t  Portsmouth, England 
30 September T r a n s i t  Engl i sh  Channel 
1 Oct - 6 Oct I n  p o r t  Wilhelmshaven, Germany 
7 Oct - 17 Oct T r a n s i t  A t l a n t i c  
18  Oct - 17 Nov I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
18 Nov - 4 Dec USS AMERICA Ref t ra  w i th  CVW-11 
5 Dec - 9 Dec I n  p o r t  Norfolk 
1 0  Dec - 31 Dec Deployed t o  Keflavik,  Ice land  
26 December CNO v i s i t  

111. Operat ions.  

Operat ions f o r  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  of 1980 were focused on two o b j e c t i v e s ;  
o v e r a l l  turn-around t r a i n i n g  whi le  shore  based and systems t r a i n i n g  i n  con- 
j unc t ion  w i t h  t h e  squadron 's  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  E-2C ARPS a i r c r a f t .  Ground 
t r a i n i n g  was complimented by s e v e r a l  s h o r t  detachments and e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  
Virg in ia  Capes and Jacksonv i l l e  ope ra t ing  a r e a s .  The f i r s t  of t h e s e  involved 
a two p lane  detachment t o  Ceci l  F i e ld ,  F lo r ida  i n  Mid-January i n  which 
VAW-124 E-2Cs c o n t r o l l e d  USAF f i g h t e r l a t t a c k  a i r c r a f t  on mock r a i d s  a g a i n s t  
t h e  USS SARATOGA a s  p a r t  of t h e  s h i p  and a i rwing ' s  pre-deployment t r a i n i n g .  

During February t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  two b r i e f  exe rc i se s ;  
SEABAT 2-80 and AVELEX 1-80. SEABAT 2-80 was scheduled 6-8 February i n  t h e  
W-72 and W-386 ope ra t ing  a r e a  i n  order  t o  e x e r c i s e  Navy and A i r  Force f i g h t e r  
crews and a i r  c o n t r o l l e r s  i n  a n t i - a i r  ope ra t ions  i n  a dense e l e c t r o n i c  war- 
f a r e  environment. AVELEX 1-80 occured between 25 February and 29 February i n  
t h e  W-122 Cherry Poin t  ope ra t ing  a r e a  and requi red  a temporary detachment t o  
Cherry Po in t ,  North Carol ina.  This  e x e r c i s e  was designed t o  t e s t  t h e  Marine 
Corps A i r  Command and Control System (MACCS) i n  an amphibious a s s a u l t  scenar io  
involving combined Marine Corps, Navy, and A i r  Force a s s e t s  w i th  t h e  E-2C 
providing a i r  c o n t r o l  and d a t a  l i n k  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  Second Marine A i r  Wing. 

The h i g h l i g h t  of March was a squadron change of command i n  which Commander 
Jim Slaughter  turned over command of VAW-124 t o  Commander Len Oden. The 
ceremony was held i n  hangar SP-1 a t  t h e  Norfolk Naval A i r  S t a t i o n .  Captain 
Sheldon L. Corner, USN, r e t .  de l ive red  a n  addres s  which r e f l e c t e d  h i s  long 
c a r e e r  i n  nava l  a v i a t i o n  and shared h i s  percept ions  on t h e  m i l i t a r y ' s  r o l e  
i n  a world of heightened t ens ions .  

A p r i l  was dedica ted  t o  t h e  es tab l i shment  of t h e  new admin i s t r a t i on ,  t h e  
abso rp t ion  of a l a r g e  personnel  turnover ,  and a Human Re la t ions  Evaluat ion.  
I n  l a t e  May t h e  squadron p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  SEABAT 3-80, which was s i m i l a r  i n  
des ign  t o  t h e  previous SEABAT exe rc i se .  There was a b r i e f  stand-down dur ing  
t h e  l a s t  week of May a t  which time t h e  squadron underwent a command in spec t ion .  
No major d i sc repanc ie s  w e r e  noted.  On 28 May VAW-124 provided E-2C s e r v i c e s  
f o r  e x e r c i s e  Federal  Vantage 80-3, a n  A i r  Force command and c o n t r o l  test of 
t h e  l o c a l  a i r  defense  n e t .  

The tempo of ope ra t ions  increased  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  June. One week a f t e r  
changing o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  from Car r i e r  Airborne Ear ly  Warning Wing Twelve 
t o  Ca r r i e r  A i r  Wing EIGHT, VAW-124 deployed t o  Naval S t a t i o n  Roosevelt  Roads, 
Puerto Rico, a s  O  E  R  OWGE FORCES 352 suppor t  of! USS JORN IF. KENNEDY'S 
Operateonal Read2ness  Evaluaticm. F o r  two weeks t h e  



A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  Weapons Tra in ing  F a c i l i t y  was ex tens ive ly  used f o r  e l e c t r o n i c  
warfare  and d a t a  l i n k  t r a i n i n g .  A i r  i n t e r c e p t  c o n t r o l  was conducted wi th  two 
Marine Reserve F-4 "Phantom" and A-4"Sky Hawknsquadrons (VMA-142 and VMFA-112), 
and v a r i o u s  r a i d s  and an t i - sh ip  c r u i s e  m i s s i l e  p r o f i l e s  were flown on t h e  
KENNEDY by t h e  Marines under VAW-124 E-2 c o n t r o l .  The squadron provided 
n e a r l y  complete twenty-four hour coverage f o r  a t h r e e  day period beginning 
on t h e  evening of t h e  1 5 t h  dur ing  t h e  ope ra t ions  phase of t h e  ORE. E-2C a i r -
crews con t ro l l ed  F-4s i n  Combat A i r  P a t r o l ,  War a t  Sea s t r i k e s ,  Anti-ship 
Cruise  Missile r a i d s ,  and adversary  s t r i k e  oppos i t ion  miss ions  a g a i n s t  t h e  
JFK and CVW-1. The e x e r c i s e  concluded on 18 May, and VAW-124 re turned  t o  
Naval A i r  S t a t i o n  Norfolk. 

The remainder of June and most of Ju ly  was dedica ted  t o  f l e e t  c a r r i e r  
landing  p r a c t i c e  and c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  r e s u l t i n g  i n  h igh  f l i g h t  hours  
bu t  l i t t l e  t h e  f o r  e x e r c i s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  A s i g n i f i c a n t  mi les tone  was 
reached on 21 J u l y  when VAW-124 s u c c e s s f u l l y  achieved 9 y e a r s  of acc iden t  
f r e e  f l y i n g .  This  r e p r e s e n t s  12,592 hours  of VAW-124 E-2 f l i g h t  t ime without  
a major acc iden t .  

During August, t h e  squadron prepared f o r  a n  upcoming autumn North 
A t l a n t i c  c r u i s e  w i th  CVW-8 on USS NIMITZ. During t h e  period 13-22 August, 
VAW-124 embarked NIMITZ f o r  a n  Independent Steaming Exerc ise  i n  t h e  Vi rg in i a  
Capes dur ing  which squadron p i l o t s  conducted c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  This  
was followed by a one week period i n  p o r t  Norfolk be fo re  g e t t i n g  underway 
f o r  e x e r c i s e  TEAMWORK-80 on 29 August. 

Af t e r  undergoing a b r i e f  "work-up" phase o f f  t h e  Vi rg in i a  c o a s t ,  NIMITZ 
wi th  CVW-8 embarked headed e a s t  a c r o s s  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  towards t h e  western 
c o a s t  of I r e l a n d .  Enroute,  t h e  NIMITZ B a t t l e  Group engaged i n  e x e r c i s e  United 
E f f o r t  80 which p i t t e d  t h e  American group a g a i n s t  a Canadian group be fo re  
j o in ing  f o r  combined ASW exe rc i se s .  The e x e r c i s e  expanded t o  TEAMWORK 80 
wi th  t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of warships from t h e  B r i t i s h ,  Dutch, and German navies .  
I n  t h e  Norwegian Sea, ope ra t ing  wi th in  t h e  framework of a n  amphibious a s s a u l t  
on t h e  Trondelag a r e a  of Norway, t h e  NIMITZ conducted mock b a t t l e s  a g a i n s t  
opposing s u r f a c e  u n i t s  and land  based a i r c r a f t .  CVW-8 maintained a v i g i l a n t  
a l e r t  pos tu re  which was r epea t ed ly  c a l l e d  i n t o  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  both e x e r c i s e  
t h r e a t s  and t h e  ever-present  real-world threat posed by Sovie t  long range 
reconnaissance a i r c r a f t  and c r u i s e  m i s s i l e  bombers. The e x e r c i s e  included 
a n  EMCON s p r i n t  n o r t h  i n  o r d e r  t o  conduct a mining e x e r c i s e  o f f  t h e  nor th-  
western c o a s t  of Norway. NIMITZ crossed  t h e  A r c t i c  C i r c l e  dur ing  t h i s  
exe rc i se ,  t hus  i n i t i a t i n g  a l l  hands t o  t h e  Order of  Bluenose S a i l o r s .  Upon 
completion of TEAMWORK 80, NIMITZ steamed t o  t h e  North Sea f o r  Cold F i r e  80,  
a n  e x e r c i s e  t o  provide c l o s e  a i r  support  and i n t e r d i c t i o n  s t r i k e s  on s h o r t  
n o t i c e  i n  Northern Europe. I n  view of heavy fog  dur ing  most of t h e  per iod ,  
f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  were severe ly  l i m i t e d .  On t h e  24th, a f t e r  a midnight passage 
through t h e  English Channel, t h e  NIMITZ pu l l ed  i n t o  Portsmouth, England f o r  a 
per iod of w e l l  needed l i b e r t y .  The fol lowing week t h e  s h i p  once aga in  
t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Channel f o r  a p o r t  c a l l  i n  Wilhelmshaven, W e s t  Germany. Af t e r  
a t e n  day t r a n s i t  beginning on 7 October, t h e  NIMITZ pu l l ed  a long  s i d e  p i e r  
12  i n  Norfolk. (A copy of t h e  squadron 's  Pe r iod ic  Operating Report f o r  t h e  
North A t l a n t i c  c r u i s e  is  enclosed .) 

Af te r  a b r i e f  stand-down, VAW-124 commenced ope ra t ions  aga in  w i t h  a n  eye 
towards t h e  boa t .  The f i r s t  half  of November was dedicated t o  l o c a l  f l i g h t s  
and FCLPs i n  p repa ra t ion  f o r  g e t t i n g  underway w i t h  CVW-11 on board t h e  USS 
AMERICA f o r  r e f r e s h e r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  Guantanamo Bay Operating Area. The 



two week per iod  was unevent fu l .  VAW-124 p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t  
ope ra t ions  and provided a i r b o r n e  e a r l y  warning a l e r t  coverage a g a i n s t  t h e  
Cuban f i g h t e r  t h r e a t  and Sovie t  TU-95 "Bear D" f l i g h t  a c t i v i t y  t o  and from 
Jose  Marti i n  Havana. 

VAW-124 re turned  t o  Norfolk on December 4 .  Af t e r  a long weekend t h e  
squadron re turned  t o  work on t h e  9 t h  f o r  a r e t i r emen t  ceremony a t  which 
time a maximum l i b e r t y  p o l i c y  was announced f o r  t h e  hol idays .  Such w a s  
n o t  t o  be, however. La te r  t h a t  same day t h e  squadron w a s  ordered t o  
Keflavik,  I ce l and  t o  begin ope ra t ions  wi th  a l l  expediency. The deployment 
was n e c e s s i t a t e d  by t h e  forward s t ag ing  of t h e  2 USAF E-3A AWACS normally 
on s t a t i o n  i n  Kef lav ik  t o  Ramstein AFB, West Germany i n  o rde r  t o  monitor 
Warsaw Pac t  f o r c e s  as they  r eac t ed  t o  heightened p o l i t i c a l / l a b o r  t ens ions  
i n  Poland. Two E-2s l e f t  Norfolk f o r  Keflavik i n  t h e  la te  af te rnoon of 
t h e  9 t h  followed by a n  a i r l i f t  t h e  fol lowing morning. The second s e c t i o n  
of E-2s departed Norfolk on t h e  1 4 t h  and t h e  las t  a i r l i f t  took p l ace  on 
t h e  15th .  A l e r t  AEW ope ra t ions  commenced on t h e  1 2 t h  wi th  one a i r c r a f t /  
crew i n  a one hour a l e r t  p o s t u r e  24 hours  a day wi th  a back-up f o r  t h e  
d u r a t i o n  of t h e  deployment (19 Jan 81 ) .  The deployment was h igh l igh ted  by 
a v i s i t  from Admiral Hayward, Chief of  Naval Operations,  on t h e  26th  of 
December. (The squadron Pe r iod ic  Operating Report f o r  t h e  Kef lav ik  
deployment i s  enclosed.) 

I V .  S t a t i s t i c s /Awards .  

A. Milestones.  

F l i g h t  hours  f o r  ca lendar  year  1980.............1962.5 
Highest  monthly f l i g h t  hours  f o r  CY 80...........296.2 (September) 
Average monthly f l i g h t  hours  f o r  CY 80..... . . . . . .163.5 
2 1  Ju ly . .  . . . . . ..Ninth consecut ive  year  a c c i d e n t  f r e e  
3 1  Ju ly . .  .......F i r s t  E-2C ba r r i cade  a r res tment  (CVN-68) 
18 September ....A l l  Hands i n i t i a t e d  a s  Bluenoses 

B . Awards 

Navy Commendation Medal : 

LCDR  (NMPC) 


Navy Achievement Medal: 

AK2  

CW02  

ATC  


L e t t e r s  of Appreciat ion : 

AKAN  (NRD Miami) 

A Z 1   (VAW-122) 

AD1  (VAW-124) 

AT3  (NRD ~ o s t o n )  

ATC  (CNAL) 

ADAN  (NAVCAMS LANT) 




L e t t e r  of Commendation: 
AMH2  (COMFAIRKEF) 
AD2  (COWAIRKEF) 
AE3  (COMFAIRKEF) 
AT3  (COMFAIRKEF) 
PN1  (COMFAIRKEF) 
AE3  .(cOMFAIRKEF) 

Mer i tor ious  Unit  Commendation r 
CDR Fortenberry (VAW-125) 

S a i l o r  of  t h e  Quarter  : 
Jan-Mar ...PN1  
Apr-Jun.. .AD2  
Jul-Sep ...AE3  
Oc t-Dec . . . AT2 

Sailor of the Year: 
AK2 
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