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To: 	 Chief of Naval Operat ions (OP-05D2) 

Subj: 	 Command His tory  OPNAV 5750.1 

Ref: 	 (a)  OPNAVINST 5750.12C 

Encl: 	 (1)  Command Organizat ion 
(2) Chronological Order of Events 
( 3 )  Operat ions 
(4)  S t a t i s t i c s  

1. I n  accordance wi th  	 (1)  through (4) are forwarded. 

T. 

Copy to:  
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VAW-124 COMMAND HISTORY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1982 

I. 	 Command Organizat ion 

a. 	 Commanding O f f i c e r  


Commander H. C .  Fortenberry (09 MAY 1981 t o  25 AUGUST 1982) 


Commander T. F. Homer (25 AUGUST 1982 t o  P re sen t )  


b . Executive O f f i c e r  


Commander T. F. Horner (09 MAY 1981 t o  25 AUGUST 1982) 


Commander R. A. Engle (25 AUGUST 1982 t o  P re sen t )  


c .  	 Squadron Mission 

To func t ion  as an a i r b o r n e  t a c t i c a l  command and c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  f o r  
o f f e n s i v e  and de fens ive  f l e e t  opera t ions  by providing Airborne Ear ly  Warning 
and a i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l  through d a t a  l i n k  and v o i c e  communications. 

d. 	 Command Composition 


A i r c r a f t :  Four (4)  Gruman E-2C " ~ a w k e ~ e "(ARPS) 


Personnel:  O f f i c e r s  i n  F l i g h t  S t a tus :  -27 


(31  December 1982) En l i s t ed  i n  F l i g h t  S t a tus :  -3 


O f f i c e r s  Maintenance/~ntelligence: -3 


E n l i s t e d  On board: -139 


e. 	 Squadron Nickname: "BEAR ACES" 

f .  	 Squadron Motto: "Bear Aces - On t h e  Road, Again." 
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11. 	 C h r o n o l o g i c a l  O r d e r  o f  E v e n t s  : 

21  DEC 1981  - 04  JAN 

0 5  JAN - 1 0  JAN 

11 JAN - 16 JAN 

1 7  JAN 

18 JAN - 28 JAN 

29  JAN - 3 0  JAN 

31 JAN 

1 FEB - 11 FEB 


1 2  FEB - 1 MAR 


1 MAR - 1 6  MAR 


1 7  MAR- 1 9  MAR 


18 MAR - 19 MAR 


2 3  MAR - 25 MAR 


14 APR - 3 0  APR 


1 MAY - 5 MAY 


6 MAY - 16 MAY 


1 7  MAY - 19 MAY 


20  MAY - 2 2  MAY 


2 3  MAY - 25 MAY 


26 MAY - 1 0  JUN 


11 JUN - 9 JUL 


1 0  JUL - 1 AUG 


2 AUG - 6 AUG 


7 AUG - 16 AUG 


1 7  AUG -08 SEP 


0 9  SEP - 2 1  SEP 


22  SEP - 26 SEP 


27 SEP - 0 2  OCT 


PVST 	 (NAPLES) 

OPS/ 	 C MED 

PVST 	 (PALMA) 

TURNOVER VAW- 121 

"NATIONAL WEM xxx%/w 'EIED 

TRANS I T  


OUTCHOP 


TRAN SLANT 


STANDDOWN 


STAND UP 


AVELEX 2-82 


AEGIS SRE-1 


S W A T  2-82 


REFTRA (USS VINSON) 


PVST (FT. LAUDERDALE, ElA) 


REFTRA (USS VINSON) 


PVST (ST. THOMAS, V. I.) 


REFTRA (USS VINSON) 


PVST 	 (BARBADOS) 


REFTRA (USS VINSON) 


PVST 	 (NORFOLK) 


REFTRA (USS NIMITZ) 


PVST (FT. LAUDERDALE, FLA) 


TYT-I (USS NIMITZ) 


PVST 	 (NORFOLK) 


TYT-2 (USS NIMITZ) 


PVST 	 (ST. THOMAS, V.I . )  


TYT-3 (USS NIMITZ) 

E n c l o s u r e  (2)  



04 OCT - 0 7  OCT 

10 OCT - 1 2  OCT 

16  OCT - 09 NOV 

1 0  NOV - 13  NOV 

1 4  NOV - 2 2  NOV 

2 2  NOV - 30 NOV 

01 DEC - 0 2  DEC 

03 DEC 

0 4  DEC - 05 DEC 

06 DEC - 01 J A N  

ORE 

READEX 

F V S T  (NORFOLK) 

CARIBBEAN TRANSIT 

CARIBBEAN O P S  

ATLANTIC TRANSIT 

WEST MED TRANSIT 

OPERATION I N  THE V I C I N I T Y  O F  L I B Y A  

TRANSIT TO EAST MOD LOC 

EAST MED MOD LOC 



111. OPERATIONS. 

The beginning of t h e  New Year 1982 found t h e  Bear Aces of VAW-124 i n  Naples, 
I t a l y  on a w e l l  deserved break i n  t h e  a c t i o n .  Having completed no less than f i v e  
major e x e r c i s e s  i n  t h e  preceding months, VAW 124 had accumulated an impressive 
t r a c k  record.  By e a r l y  January,  VAW 124 w a s  back a t  sea ,  conducting c y c l i c  f l i g h t  
opera t ions .  A f t e r  a s h o r t  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Palma de  Mallorca,  VAW 124 completed i t s  
turnover  t o  VAW 121. 

NATIONAL WEEK XXXI w a s  t h e  f i n a l  e x e r c i s e  of t h e  81-82 c r u i s e .  VAW 124 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  a longs ide  t h e  Spanish A i r  Force. The Squadron w a s  t asked  wi th  AEW 
and coord ina t ion  of mu l t ina t iona l  fo rces .  

The Squadron had t o  h i t  t h e  ground running fo l lowing  a two week standdown a t  
t h e  end of t h e  c r u i s e .  Our ope ra t ions  concent ra ted  on t h e  major exe rc i se s ,  AVELFX 
2-82, AEGIS SRE-1, and SEABAG 2-82, b u t  a l s o  included a n  increased  emphasis on 
t r a i n i n g  f l i g h t s .  

AVELEX 2-82 w a s  t h e  f i r s t  major e x e r c i s e  a f t e r  t h e  81-82 MED Cruise. It was 
a Wing s i z e  e x e r c i s e  designed t o  provide t r a i n i n g  i n  a l l  f a c e t s  of Marine a v i a t i o n .  
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  AVELEX 2-82, VAW 124 w a s  tasked wi th  suppor t ing  AEGIS SRE-1. The 
primary mission of t h e  E-2C was da t a  l i n k  coord ina t ion  a s  w e l l  as a i r c r a f t  con t ro l .  
The SEABAG 2-82 was one of a s e r i e s  of e x e r c i s e s  designed t o  in t roduce  E lec t ron ic  
Countermeasures t r a i n i n g  t o  f i g h t e r  crews. 

I n  Mid-April, VAW 124 was tasked  wi th  Refresher  Tra in ing  f o r  t h e  Navy's newest 
Nuclear C a r r i e r  t h e  USS CARL VINSON (CVN-70). This  "Maidenl'/REFTRA VOYAGE was an  
i n t e r e s t i n g  experience f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  Squadron. This  per iod provided va luab le  
t r a i n i n g ,  cons ider ing  t h e  s i z e a b l e  turnover  of personnel  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  occurs  
a f  t e r  a maj o r  deployment. 

The f o u r  week per iod  fo l lowing  t h e  USS CARL VINSON REFTRA, saw VAW 124 based 
a shore  a t  Norfolk. During t h i s  t ime f l i g h t  ope ra t ions  concent ra ted  on p i l o t  
t r a i n i n g .  Mid J u l y  found VAW 124 back on board USS NIMITZ (CVN 68) f o r  REFTRA 
and TYT ONE. During t h e  REFTRA per iod  t h e  a i r c r ews  conducted many ind iv idua l  
compexes, a s  w e l l  a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  A i m i n g  and s h i p  compexes. These included 
AAW, SSSC, l o s t  plane,  and ASW e x e r c i s e s  and range s u r v e i l l a n c e  f o r  a SAMEXIGUNEX 
i n  t h e  GITMO OP a rea .  

Following a succes s fu l  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  F t .  Lauderdale F l o r i d a ,  TYT ONE began. 
This  per iod  concent ra ted  on t h e  "Bread and But te r"  a i s s i o n s  of AEW and A I C ,  b u t  
a l s o  included SSSC and f l i g h t  fo l lowing  CVW-8 a s s e t s  u s ing  t h e  va r ious  bombing 
ranges a long  t h e  Eas t  Coast.  The h igh  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  a t  sea  period was t h e  
o r i e n t a t i o n  and f a m i l i a r i z a t i o n  hop f o r  t h e  Honorable M r .  Sawyer, A s s i s t a n t  
Secre ta ry  of t h e  Navy f o r  Shipbui lding and L o g i s t i c s .  A f t e r  a b r i e f  p o r t  v i s i t  
t o  Norfolk,  VAW 124 resumed p repa ra t ion  f o r  t h e  November deployment. TYT 2 and 
TYT 3 p u t  t h e  e n t i r e  A i m i n g  through i t s  paces.  However, during t h e  ORE, VAW-124 
r e a l l y  began t o  sh ine .  The a i r c r ews  were a t  t h e i r  peak and maintenance support  w a s  
s u p e r l a t i v e ,  permi t t ing  t h e  Squadron t o  f l y  30 out  of 30 scheduled s o r t i e s  f o r  
120.4 hours ,  whi le  maintaining a 97.1% f u l l  mission capable  r a t e  w i th in  t h e  60 
hour ORE period.  

Two days a f t e r  t h e  ORE, t h e  C a r r i e r  B a t t l e  Group began READEX 3-82. Designed 
a s  an  Anti-Carr ier  Warfare Exerc ise  READM 3-82 tasked  a s i n g l e  CVBG t o  ope ra t e  
i n  a mul t i - t h rea t  environment. Although o r i g i n a l l y  planned a s  a two CVBG opera t ion ,  
unan t i c ipa t ed  Mediterranean commitments precluded any involvement from USS AMERICA 
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and h e r  a s s o c i a t e d  Task Froup. The E-2C w a s  tasked,  a long  wi th  t h e  E-3A, t o  perform 
AAW and AEW. 

A f t e r  l e s s  than a  month s t a y  i n  homeport Norfolk, t h e  Bear Aces were on 
t h e  road, aga in ,  t h e  f i r s t  few weeks of t h e  NIMITZICVW-8 deployment cons i s t ed  
of a irpower demonstrat ions f o r  Venezuelan, Colombian, and Honduran O f f i c i a l s .  
This  per iod  saw Coast Guard A u t h o r i t i e s  embarked aboard U.  S. Navy v e s s e l s  f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  wi th  t h e  expressed i n t e n t  of drug t r a f f i c  i n t e r d i c t i o n .  

Once i n  t h e  Mediterranean, t h e  NIMITZ B a t t l e  Group conducted opera t ions  i n  
t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Libya. The "Bear Aces" provided Am, CAP, and SSSC con t ro l .  

A r r i v a l  a t  MODLOC i n  t h e  Eas te rn  Mediterranean i n  e a r l y  December, proved 
q u i t e  rou t ine .  Typical  miss ions  inc lude  CAP, SSSC, and f l i g h t  fol lowing of 
v a r i o u s  h e l o  l o g i s t i c s  runs.  The tempo of ope ra t ions  slowed down f o r  t h e  
Bear Aces, as they s e t t l e d  i n  f o r  a  Christmas a t  sea .  



I V  STATISTICS 

a. Milestones: 

F l i g h t  Hours f o r  CY 82 2362.4 

Highest  Monthly F l i g h t  Hours f o r  Cycle 82 316.1 i n  October 

Average Monthly F l i g h t  Hours f o r  Cycle 82  

21 J u l y  Eleventh Consecutive Year of Accident F ree  F ly ing .  

Operat ional  Readiness Evaluat ion 30130 s o r t i e  completion r a t e  a t  97.1% 
FMC (11% above any previous recorded ORE). 
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