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VAW-124 COMMAND HISTORY FOR CALENDER YEAR 1984 

I. 	 Command Organizat ion 

a. 	 Commanding O f f i c e r  

Commander R. A. ENGLE 


b. 	 Executive O f f i c e r  

Commander H.  R. RUSSELL 


c .  	 Squadron Mission 

To func t ion  a s  an  a i r b o r n e  t a c t i c a l  command and c o n t r o l  c e n t e r  f o r  
o f f e n s i v e  and de fens ive  f l e e t  ope ra t i ons  by provid ing  Airborne Early 
Warning and A i r c r a f t  c o n t r o l  through d a t a  l i n k  and voice  communications. 

d .  	 Command Composition 


A i r c r a f t :  Four ( 4 )  Grumman E-2C "Hawkeye" (TRAC A APS 138) 


Personnel:  


O f f i c e r s  

F l i g h t  S t a tu s :  -26 

Main t / In te l :  4
-


E n l i s t e d  ( 31DEC84) 


E n l i s t e d  on Board: 138-
F l i g h t  S t a t u s :  -3 

e. 	 Squadron Nickname: "BEAR ACES" 

f .  	 Squadron Motto: "BEAR ACES - On t h e  Road, Againw 

Enclosure (1 )  



11. C h r o n o l o g i c a l  O r d e r  o f  E v e n t s  

01  J A N  - 07 FEB 1984 N A S  NORFOLK 

0 8  FEB - 17 FEB 1984 ORANGE A I R  - ROOSY ROADS P.R. 

18  FEB - 16 MAR 1984 NAS NORFOLK 

17 MAR - 31 MAR 1984 GREEN FLAG NELLIS AFB 

0 1  APR - 1 3  APR 1984 CAG-8 WEAPONS DET MCAS YUMA 

14 APR - 30 APR 1984 NAS NORFOLK 

01 MAY - 0 9  MAY 1984 CAG-8 OPERATIONS NAS FALLON 

10 MAY - 22 AUG 1984 N A S  NORFOLK 

23 AUG - 04 SEP 1984 ORANGE A I R  - ROOSY ROADS P.R. 

0 5  SEP - 27 SEP 1984 N A S  NORFOLK 

2 8  SEP - 23 OCT 1984 SHAKEDOWN/REFTRA (USS NIMITZ) 

24  OCT - 26 OCT 1984 N A S  NORFOLK 

27 OCT - 31 OCT 1984 SOPWITH ALERT NAS KEY WEST 

01  NOV - 1 3  NOV 1984 NAS NORFOLK 

14 NOV - 17 DEC 1984 PHASE 1A (USS NIMITZ) 

18  DEC - 31 DEC 1984 N A S  NORFOLK 

E n c l o s u r e  ( 2 )  



111. OPERATIONS 

The beginning of  t h e  New Year 1984 found t h e  "BEAR ACES" of  VAW-124 i n  
t h e i r  homeport o f  Norfolk. The year  promised t o  be an e x c i t i n g  one f o r  t h e  
men o f  VAW-124, and t h a t  promise was de l ive red .  There were detachments t o  
Roosevelt  Roads, Key West, MCAS Yuma, Fa l lon ,  and N e l l i s  AFB. Along wi th  
t h e s e  nDetsll t h e r e  were numerous rumors about  our s h i p  t h e  N I M I T Z  (CVN-68). 
A l l  personnel  were ready and prepared f o r  t h e  New Year. 

VAW-124 provided "Orange A i r m ,  being t h e  "BAD GUYSw, i n  Roosevelt  Roads, 
Puer to  Rico i n  mid February. Th i s  was t o  be t h e  beginning o f  some inva luab le  
t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  "BEAR ACES". Following Roosy Roads, we went t o  N e l l i s  AFB, 
where we were tasked with being t h e  "GOOD GUYS". The "BEAR ACES" worked 
a longs ide  t h e  U.S. A i r  Force ,  Marine Corps,  Army and Navy, demonstrat ing t h e  
E2-C1s c a p a b i l i t i e s .  

Immediately fo l lowing  N e l l i s  we went s t r a i g h t  t o  MCAS Yuma, where we 
began working wi th  CAG-8. T a c t i c s  and procedures were r ehea r sed ,  and more 
impor t an t ly ,  ou r  squadron's p ro fe s s iona l  development continued maturing. 

VAW-124, a long  wi th  CAG-8,  next  t r a v e l l e d  t o  NAS Fal lon .  We were 
ass igned  Airborne Ear ly  Warning r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  Many s t r i k e s  were t o  t ake  
p l ace  a g a i n s t  Luke AFB and t h e  Marines o f  Twenty-Nine Palms. VAW-124 and CAG-
8 were very s u c c e s s f u l ,  winning p r a i s e  from both t h e  A i r  Force and t h e  Marine 
Corps. 

The next  few months saw VAW-124 based a t  NAS Norfolk. During t h i s  time 
f l i g h t  ope ra t i ons  concent ra ted  on p i l o t  t r a i n i n g  ope ra t i ons ,  culminat ing i n  
C a r r i e r  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  (CQ) f o r  our  p i l o t s  i n  USS KENNEDY. 

I n  l a t e  September, VAW-124 was ready f o r  s e a  assignment ,  Shakedown and 
Ref resher  Tra in ing  i n  USS NIMITZ (CVN-68). SHAKEDOWN/REFTRA was an i n t e r e s t -
i n g  experience f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  squadron. This  per iod provided va luab le  
t r a i n i n g ,  cons ide r ing  t h e  s i z e a b l e  tu rnover  of personnel  t h a t  occurs  fol lowing 
an overhaul  per iod.  

November began wi th  VAW-124 ready f o r  Phase 1A. This  per iod concent ra ted  
on t h e  "Bread and Bu t t e rw  missions of  VAW-124: Airborne Ear ly  Warning, A i r  
I n t e r c e p t  Con t ro l ,  Sur face  Subsurface Su rve i l l ance  Cont ro l ,  Search and Rescue, 
and f l i g h t  fol lowing of  CAG-8 a i r c r a f t  a s s e t s  us ing  t h e  va r ious  bombing ranges 
of  Gitmo and Roosy. 

The New Year promises t o  be a g r e a t  one t o  be a "BEAR ACE" wi th  
deployment i n  e a r l y  spr ing .  
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I V .  STATISTICS 

a. Mi les tones :  

F l i g h t  Hours f o r  CY 1984 

Highes t  Monthly F l i g h t  Month CY 1984 252.3 

Average Monthly F l i g h t  Hours CY 1984 
21 J u l y  T h i r t e e n t h  Consecu t ive  Year 
Accident  F r e e  --- OVER 25,000 Hours 

188.2 
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