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Strike Fighter Squadron 137 
Command History 

1985 

Nickname: KESTRELS 

Kestrel is the name of several members of the falcon family. 
Kestrels live in Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, and North and 
South Arner ica. Also known as the Windhover, this bird hovers in 
the air while it searches the ground for its prey. The Arner ican 
Kestrel is the smallest falcon, rneasur ing 10 inches in length, 
with reddish-brown body and tail and greyish-blue wings. 

Mission: 

As a Strike Fighter Squadron, we are tasked with both the fighter 
and light attack missions. Our pr irnary mission is the 
destruction of targets at sea and ashore in a power projection 
role. In this role we can deliver a wide range of conventional 
weapons including precision-guided rnuni tions. We are also 
capable of delivering nuclear weapons. In the fighter role, we 
provide fighter support for power projection forces and fleet air 
defense for the battle group. VFA-137 is under the operational 
control of Commander-in-Chief, u. s. Atlantic Fleet. Upon 
completion of our stand up in May 1986, we will be assigned to 
Commander, Carrier Air Wing 13 for deployment aboard USS Coral 
Sea (CV-43). 

Commanding Officer: Commander Raymond E. Thomas, USN 

Chronology of Highlights: 

2 July 

19 September 

7 October 

12 November 

25 November 

12 December 

31 December 

31 December 

VFA-137 is established in a ceremony at NAS Cecil 
Field. Onboard at this time are six officers and 
55 enlisted personnel. 

Relocated to the newly-completed Hangar 1845. 

Four VFA-137 pilots commence flight training as 
members of the first class at new East Coast F/A-18 
Readiness Training Squadron, VFA-106. 

Four more VFA-137 pilots commence transition 
training at VFA-106. 

Received the first aircraft, F/A-18 Buno 162841. 

First operational flight. 

Received the second aircraft, F/A-18 Buno 162843. 

Squadron has grown to 12 officers and 178 enlisted 
personnel and has amassed 21 flight hours. 
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