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Camaa~ding Officer: 
U D R  R. C. COATS, USN 
H a n e t a ~ n :  

Exeoutive Officer: 
U=DR Fo B. CRADDOCK, USM 
H m t o s n r r  

HISTORICAL REPORT 

FIGHTER SQUADRON FOUR!TlBX 

10 June 1950 
Delhi, Louisiana 

7 January 1951 

31 January 1951 

6 February 1951 

12 February 1951 - 
13 February 1951 

Fighter SQcr adr on FOURTEEN temporarily shore 
based a t  N .Ad3 , Jacksmville, Florida, 
under the operati  ma1 c ontr 01 of C ammder 
Fleet  Afr, Jacksonville. 

Flew eighteen (18) F4lJ-5'~ and transported 
remainhg officlers and men v i a  government 
air t o  B A S  ., Norfolk, Virginia. Loaded 
eighteen (18) lanes aboard the U.S.S. 
WRIGBP (CVL-49Ps moored a t  N o O J I  ., Norfolk. 

Based aboard the U.S.S. WRIGHT (cVL-49), 
departed Norfolk f o r  the  Mediterranean Sea 
aa pa r t  of Task Force 87.1, under the 
operational oontrol of Ccsmaander SIXTB Fleet. 

U.S.S. WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Gibraltar3 
departed 22 January 1951. 

U.S.S. PllRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Oran, Algiers; 
departed 24 Jmuary as Task Unit 160.2.20 

U.S.S. NRIGIIT (CVL-49) arrived Augusta, Sioily; 
departed 2 February 1951. 

U.S .So VMRIGHT ( c v L ~ ~ )  arr i m d  Naples, I taly3 
departed 5 February 1951e 

U.S.S- WRIGHT ( c v L ~ ~ )  arrived Palermo, Sioily; 
departed 11 February 1951. 

Participated in  operations with the Brit ish 
Fleet. 

16 February 1951 C mducted f ly-over of Greeoe 



17 February 1951 

22 February 1951 

2 March 1951 

8 March 1951 

13 Maroh 1951 - 
14 March 1951 

30 March 1951 

28 May 1951 

8 June 1951 

11 June 1951 

19 June 1951 - 
20 June 1951 

21 June 1951 

U.S .S . WRIGHT (cVL-49) arrived Suda Bay, 
Crete; deparbd 21Febrmary 1951. 

U.S . S . WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived Rhodes Is land, 
Greece; departed 26 February 19514 

U.S .SO TIRIGHT (cVL-49) arrived Beirut , 
Lebanon; departed 6 Bdarch 1951. 

U.S .SO WIGHT (CVU49) arrived Suda Bay, 
Crete; departed next morning. 

Conducted search for dawngd PB4Y-2 aff the 
western coast of Italy.  

U.S .S . WRIGHT (CVL-49) arrived G olfe Juan, 
France; departed 19 k c h  f o r  U.S.A. 

Fighter Squadron FOURTEZN flew f i fieen (15) 
Corsairs and transported remaining persunnel 
v i a  gover~ment air t o  Jacksonville, Florida; 
temporarily shore baaed at N.A.A.S., Cecil 
Field. 

Cmmwder Fleet  A i r ,  Jacksonville held 
Operaticma1 Inspection of Fighting F0URTE:EN. 

F l w  seventeen (17) F4U-5's t o  N.A.S., 
Norfolk, Virginia and loaded aboard the 
U.S .S . SIBONEY (CVE-112) , moored a t  N.O.B., 
Norfolk. 

Based aboard -the U.S .S . S IBONEY (CVE-112) 8 

departed Norfolk f o r  operations 

Participated in operation AIRDEX EASY. 

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN flew s i x b e n  (16) 
Corsairs t o  Jacksonville, Florida; 'temporarily 
shore based at  N.A.A.S., Cecil Field uuder 
the operational control of Commander F lee t  
A i r ,  Jacksonville 



The dalendar year of 1951 opened with Fighter Squadrm FOIWMBH 

bmporarily shore based a t  BeAeS ., Jaoksonville, Florida. The Caannanding 

Off ioer was Lieutenant Canrmander Robert C I COATS, USE of' Delhi, Louisiana; 

the ~xeoutive Officer was Lieufenant Cmmnder Felix B. CBBDDOCK, USNR of 

Van, Texas The squadron cmrrieted of twenfpsix (26) off ioers and one 

hundred twentg-ane (121) menr with eighteen (18) F4U-5rs on board. 

During tihe period fran 1 January 1951to 30 June 1951, Fighting FOURTEZH 

was In Phaee I11 of the training aycle. 

Close a i r  support exercises with Tactioal Air Control Squadron FOUR 

oanprised the f i r s t  week in thzmary, during whioh dl pilots  gained 

iuvaluable training and experienoe . (he Appendix I) 

Leaving Jacksonville on the seventh of Jaauary, Fight- FOUFtPEZH 

departed for  h r f o l k ,  Virginia and c-ced loading aboard tAe U.S.S. 

WRIGHT (CVL-49). Then an the tenth of that  month, ths WRIGHT, with Fighting 

FOUR!E3H and detaohments of Caaposite Squadrons FOUR, TWELm, and THIRTY- 

!EIlEE aboard, put t o  sea far a three (3) mapzths oruise in the bd i t e r r a~eaa .  

Only two (2) days of flying were feasible while oroseing the A%larrtio 

due t o  very rough seaa. 

Although the WRIGHT candwted quite intensive and varied operatfane 

while in the Mediterranean, it also made may l iberty stopsr including 

Gibraltss; Oran, Algiers; Augusta, Sicily; Naples, Italy8 P a l e m ,  Sicily$ 

Suds Bay, Crete; Rhodes Island, Greece3 Beirut, Lebanon; a d  Golfe Juanb 



Most of the flySng done on the oruise consisted of CAP and str ike 

operations, although the squadron was engaged in other operations that  

proved very beneficial t o  a l l  concerned. 91 the twelfth and thirteen-& of 

February, it took part  ia joint operations with *e British Fleet north of 

S io i ly .  Then, an +he sixteenth of February, Fighting FOUR!L%EN conduc.ted four 

(4) sweeps over the country of Greece* Possibly the most interesting operation 

of a l l ,  however, was the conducting of a search fo r  a duwned PB4Y-2 off the 

western mast of Italy on the thirteenth and fourfeenth af Maroh. 

Xuch needed experience was also gained by the officers of the squadran 

in standing deck watohes 3x1 port and uuderway. 

The squadron experienoed a t o t a l  of three (3) accidenCs during the 

cruise, all  of *fch occurred on the sams day, the th i r t i e th  of Janu~uy. 

During refresher landings , EWS W. Lo CU-, USN, engaged number nine w i r e  

and crashed into the barriers, causing class C damage (VF-14 AAR 1-51) ; 

LTG A, G. PIIEUS, USM, crashed into the a f t  stack, causing o h s  B damage 

(VF-14 2-61); asd ENS C. Po MOORE, lEXR, landed in a skid, shearing off 

h i s  port gear aPd oauaing str ike damage (VF-14 AAR 3-51) 0 There was no 

krjury t o  pe r sme l .  

Arriving back Jll the States on the th i r t i e th  of 36aroh8 the squadron flew 

i t s  remaining sixteen (16) planes t o  Jacksanvilb, stopping overnight a t  

NodeS-, Quonset Point, &ode Island, and became temporarily share based a t  

N 0AeA.S I ,  Cecil Field, Jacksmvilla, Florida. 



Frau ths f h t  of April until  the sevenfh of June, emphasis was plaoed 

on bringing a l l  pi lots  up t o  a better s ta te  of readiness. Although very 

l i t t l e  gunnery was flown, it took very l i t t l e  time t o  again became ful ly  

qualified in bmbing* rockets, GCA, etc. In additian, type instruments was 

given a larger part of the syllabus than before in the hope of making a l l  

aviators aboard good instrurosnt pilots. 'Re had learned while cm the 

Mediterranean cruise that  a l l  naval aviators would be required t o  have a 

standard instrument card. - Around the middle of Jme, ue were assigned our 

own SIB-5 t o  aid in this program. 

Qr the twenty-eighth of kky, CdAirJax  held as operatianal readhess 

inspection of FOllTEEEN and the squadron was awarded an wer-all EXCELLENT 

on preparedness, even though it had been affey f ran i t s  air group for nearly 

six (6) months and had been operating aa an individual unit sinoe that t ime .  

( ~oa iF~fr~ax  ltr ~ ~ ? - 1 / B 2 3  ser  069 of 25 June 1951) 

Q1. -fie eighth of Junes Fighting FOURTEXK departed for Norfolk t o  go 

aboard ths U.SeS. SIBONEX (CVE-112) for a cruise of' two (2) neeks duratitm. 

The first meek was ooqrised of CAP and str jke operations with the ship. 

'Plro (2) days of the next meek were devoted t o  intercepts in operatim 

AIRDEZ EASY, f rcan which a l l  pilots gained muoh valuable experience* 

Two (2) accidents occurred during th is  cruise whioh could be classed as 

unavoidable* LTJG J. B. MORIBTI USN, sheared off' bon& gear due t o  a pitching 

deck, causing str ike damage (VF-14 ABR 4-51). ENS B. W. HALL, USNB, crashed 

into the barriers due t o  a pitching deck, causing class C damage (w-14 AAR 

5-51)., Again there was no injury t o  persumel. 



DECLASSIFIED 

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEM f lear back t o  WeAeAeSe, Cecil Field on the 

twenty-first of' June t o  anoe more becane temporarily shore based. 

Fisoal 1951 ended wkth the T o p a t t e r s  working hard rooketing and 

b@bg in preparation fo r  the cmpetiticm that was t o  be held early in 

July. This, hawever, did not sluw ug the fn.ten8iv-e i n s t m n t  syllabus 

that  by nuw nas 5n fill swing* 

During the s ix  (6) mcmth period, six (6) offioers were detached and 

s i x  (6) d f  i m r s  reported aboard. A t  the end of the f i m a l  year, Fighter 

Squadrm FOURTEEN was ocmpoaed of twenty-six (26) officers and one hundred 

twenty-seven (127) mn, w i t h  sevenkeen (17) F4U-5's and one (1) SNB-6 

a board. 



DECLASSIFIED 

14 February 1951 

THIRD EtDORSEBbFmT on CO, TACRcrn FOUR ltr R N S / b  PI1 serial 20-51 dtd 
12 Jan 1951 

Frau: Camandera Carrier Air Group CrplE 
To: C-ding OTf icera Fighter Squadron FOURTEFX 

SubJr A i r  Support Training; report of 

1. Forwarded with cangrafulations~ 



DECLASSIFIED T A C G ~  m/(~)  
P11 
Serialr 10 
20 Jan 1951 

FIRST E3iDORSQ6EmT on CO, TACRtm FOUR ltr RWS/%e PI1  s er ia l  20-51 
dtd 12 Jan 1951 

From: C~llmander Tactical Air C w r o l  Group TPVO 
Tor CamnandingOfficer,FighterSquadranFOTIR~ 
Via: (1) Cummder Fleet  Air, Jwksanville, Florida 

(2) Ccmxnanding Officer* Carrier A i r  Group ONE 

Sub j t Air Support Training, repart of 

1. Forwarded. This cantiand appreciate the Interest displayed by your 
~quadron in close air support training, and the cooperatitm afforded 
Taotioal Control Squadron FOUR representatives while in the Jacksonville 
-EL 0 



P11 
Ser 148 
J~ur 29 1951 

SECm E X D O R S W T  cm CO, T B C h  FOUR ltr RV@/Le P11 e e r l a l  20-51 dtd 
12 Jspr 1951 

F r o m t  Carmmander F lee t  A i r ,  Jaokeonville, 
To: Camnanding Officer, Fi&ter Squadron FOUR!l!EXH 
Viar Camunder, Carrier A i r  Group ONE 

SubJt air Support Training; report of 

1. Fawarded with pleasure* 

(APPENDIX I) 



TACTICAL AIR CONTROL SQUADRUN FOUR 

DECLASSIFIED AMRIIBIOUS FORCE, U.S. ATLANTIC FIEET H W S ~  
c/o Fleet Post Off ice PI1 
Hew Ymk, Xew Pork Ser: 20-51 

12 JAN 1951 

Frcm: Canmranding Officer 
To: Camnanding Off ioer, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN 
Via: (1) Camanding Officer, Taotical A i r  Control Group TmO 

(2) Comander Fleet A i r ,  Jacksonville, Florida 
(3) Ccmrnanding Off icer, Carrier A i r  Group 

St& j: Air Support Training, Repor$ of" 

1e The performance of Fighting Squadron FOURTEEM lp A i r  Support Training oonduoted 
at Switgerland Field, Florida, during the period 2-6 January 1951 was omsidered 
exoellent t o  oukstandingr The M e r e s t  shown by the pilcrtrs during the airborne 
portiaa, the brief ings and the c r i t i q w  fol1owb.g the exercise .ras very high as 
determined by the ntonber and type of questima asked by offioera of the squadron, 
both Senior and Junior. 

2. D u r i n g  the tiifborne exercise a l l  f l ight  leaders demonstrated excellent ab i l i ty  
t o  follow instructions as given by the controlling offiaer. A 1 1  officers placed 
in  a coordinating role and especially ths leader of t b  squadron f l i gh t  on the 
last day of trainiag, demonstrated an excellent a b i l i w  t o  coordinate and obtain 
s p l i t  second t h i n g  i n  the remainder of their f l ight*  

3. Comnunications, voice procedure and radio disoipline were excellent t o  outstand- 
ing for  the entire period. 

4. Accuracy and tact ios employad were not graded or evaluated. It i s  not 
considered that  Tactical Air Control Squadrons have the qualified personnel ar 
the prerogative t o  specify detailed gunnery tac t ics  or grade %it t ingu accuraoy 
for a l l  types of a i rc ra f t  emplvd.  However aa per your verbal request and fa r  
your ~irrfonnatim the following was noted. The accurarry of VF-14 fn this exercise 
was f a i r  and good, omsidering that  this was the squadrons f i r s t  t r i a l  at close 
support missims, it is understandable that  procedure took a great deal of the* 
attention a t  first and the i r  accwaoy was nat as good as it would have been had they 
oar* had t o  conomtrate on hits. On practically every mission a near m i s s  or h i t  
m8 scored on the  assigned target. But *ere were a great nany shots and drops 
that  missed their target  mr the desired maximum. Improvement in accuraoy was 
very noticable each day and the f i na l  daye exercise lrp~s very satbfactory  in th i s  
respect. Direotion of attacks and typesaf attacks sere considered exoellent fo r  
t h e  entire period. In some instancee, fron transmissions over-d on the radio 
end fran v i s a  observations, the second sec t ia i  did not have t b  t o  spat the 
target prior t o  the start of thei r  run. Divisiosl leaders must be sure tha t  a l l  
members of his f l igh t  see the target  before the run is started. 



TACTICAL AIR CCNTROL SQUADRON FOUR 
m I B I O U S  FORCE, US. BTLBMTIC F m T  

c/o Fleet Post Offioe 
New Park, New Ywk 

5. S ta t i s tha  

9 Seoticm Sorties 21 
A-mge t i m e  from briefing until  on t a r g e t  4& mine 
Shartest t h e  from brief 5ng until  on target 2430 mln. 
Longest t h e  from briefing un t i l  an target 10.00 mh. 

Division S ~ t f e 8  24 
AM Average t h  from briefing un t i l  on target 4.26 a. 

rPLd ~verage time f ran briefing unt%l on target 4.17 mlae 
838 Shartest tims from briefing u n t i l  an target 1000 m3n. 

WM Sharb8-b time f r m  briefing mti l  on target 1.00 lain, 
AM h g e a t  time frm briefing atil an target 12.00 mb. 

*F'M Lcmgest %fine fram briefing u n t i l  on target 8.00 a r  

sauardran Sorties 
Average t i n s  frcm briefing until on target 
ShoPYteet time f ram briefing tlnt il an target 4.00 m i n o  
Longest t h e  fran briefing i~1t il on target 10.00 mtlno 

Total Smties 

rllSmner tgpe targets used. 

6. For the sincemty and seriougaess wi-t;h whioh VF-14 approached .&is 
problem they are t o  be oamended. Their attitude and oooperatiau were 
greatly appre&iated by the TaCRan de-bohmnt. 



DECLASSIFIED -- .- 

UNITED STATES ATLANTIC FLEET 
AIR FORCE 

FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN 
CARE OF FLEET POST OFFICE 

N E W  YORK. NEW YORK 

VF-l4/E3 : ar  
Ser: 801 
1 February 1952 

From: Cemmanding Officer 
To: Office of t h e  Chief e f  Naval Operatiene (Attn: Ariatien 

History and Research Section, Op-504F) 

Sub j : Semi-Aanual Historical Report, aubmissien of 

Ref: (a) OpNav Instruction 5750.2 of 12 June 1951 

Emcl: (1) VF-14 Histerical Outline for period 1 July 1951 
threugh 3 1  December 1951 

1, Iw compliance with reference ( a )  enclesure (1) i s  submitted 
herewith. 
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FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN 

Csmmanding Off icers :  
LCDR R .  C.  COATS, USN 10 June 1950 - 27 December 1951 
Hometown: Delhi, Louisiana 

LCDR J. C. UNNEDY, USN 28 December 1951 
Hometown: Maplewood, Mew Je r sey  

Executive Off icer :  
LCDR F. B. CRADDOCK, USNR 1 December 1950 
Hometown : Van, Texas 
- - - - - - - - - I - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

1 July  1951 

11 J u l y  1951 

18 Ju ly  1951 

20 J u l y  1951 

8 August 1951 

11 August 1951 

18 August 1951 

F igh te r  Squadron FOURTEEN temporari ly  
based ashare a t  N.A.A.S., Ceci l  F i e l d ,  
Jacksonv i l l e ,  F l o r i d a ,  under t h e  
opera t iona l  c o n t r o l  of Commander 
F l e e t  A i r ,  Jacksonvil le .  

LTJG A. E. HANSEN USN, involved i n  an 
acc ident  (nose-upj . 
F igh te r  Squadron FOURTEEN p a r t i c i p a t e d  

, i n  AirLant Rocket-Bombing Competition, 

LTJG D. S. ROSS, USN, made a wheels up 
landing ( m a t e r i a l  f a i l u r e ) .  

Flew e ighteen  (18) F4U-5ts and t r ans -  
ported remaining o f f i c e r s  and men v i a  
governmar& a i r  t o  N.A.S. Norfolk, 
Virginia .  Loaded e ighteen  (18) 
a i r c r a f t  aboard t h e  U.S.S. SAIPAN 
(cVL-4.8) moored a t  N.O.B. Norfolk, 
Virginia .  

U.S. S. SAIPAN (CVL-48) with F i g h t e r  
Squadren FOURTEEN embarked departed 
Norfolk, Virg in ia  f o r  opera t ions  off 
t h e  mast  of Argentia,  

F i  h t e r  Squadron FOURTEEN f l e w  eighteen 
(15) F4U-5ts and t r anspor ted  v i a  govern- 
ment a i r  remaining o f f i c e r s  and men t o  
Jacksonvi l le ,  F lo r ida  t o  be temporari ly  
based ashore a t  N.A.A.S. Cec i l  F ie ld .  



4 September 1951 

28 September 1951 

1 October 1951 

6 .  ~ c t o b e r  1951 

18 October 1951 

22 October 1951 

15 November 1951 

28 November 1951 

Mid-air c o l l i s i o n  between LTJGo C. P. 
MOORE, and LTJG D. R. TATE. LTJG TATE 
w a s  f a t a l l y  in jured ,  

Flew e ighteen  (18) F4U-5's and t r ans -  
por ted  remaining o f f i c e r s  and f o r t y  
t h r e e  (4.3 ) men v i a  government a i r  t o  
N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia .  Loaded 
e ighteen  (18) F4U-5's aboard U.S.S. 
KULA GULF (CVE-108) 6 

U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) with F igh te r  
Squadron FOURTEEN embarked departed 
Norfolk, Virg in ia  f o r  c a r r i e r  q u a l i f i -  
c a t i o n s  off t h e  coas t  of Virg in ia ,  

Flew eighteen (18) F4U-51s and t r ans -  
ported remaining o f f i c e r s  and f o r t y  
t h r e e  (43 ) men v i a  government a i r  t o  
N.A.S. Jacksonv i l l e ,  F lor ida .  Tempora- 
r i l y  share based at  N.A.S. Jacksonvi l le ,  
F l ~ r i d a .  

Departed N.A. S. Jacksonvi l le ,  F lo r ida  
wi th  eighteen (18) F4U-51s f o r  N.A.S. 
Norfolk, Vi rg in ia ,  remaining o f f i c e r s  
and men t r anspor ted  v i a  government air ,  
Eighteen (18) a i r c r a f t  loaded aboard 
t h e  U.S.S., KULA GULF (CVE-108) moored 
a t  N.O.B. Norfolk, VirgLnia, 

The U.S.S. KULA GULF' (CVE-108) wi th  
F igh te r  Squadron FOURTEEN embarked, 
departed Norfolk, Virg in ia  as p a r t  of 
Task Greup 27, f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i e n  i n  
LantFlex 52. 

Flew e ighteen  (18) F4U-51s and t r ans -  
ported renain ing  o f f i c e r s  and men via 
government a i r  t o  N.A. S. Jacksonvi l le ,  
F lo r ida  temporar i ly  shore based a t  
N.A .S. j acksonv i l l e ,  F lor ida .  

Admini s t r a t i v e  and Mate r i a l  Inspect ion  
h e l d  t h i s  da te ,  



*- 
SECURITY INFORMATION 

28 December 1951 LCDR R. C. COATS, USN, rel ieved as 
Commanding Officer of Fighter Squadron 
FOURTEEN by LCDR J, C, KENNEDY, USM, 



c- 
SECURITY INTORMATION DECLASSIFIED 

The f i s c a l  year of 1952 rapened with Fighter  Squadron FOURTEEN 

temporarily based ashore a t  N.A. A. S. Cecil  Fie ld ,  Jacksonvil le ,  

Florida. The Commanding Off icer  was Lieutenant Commander Robert 

C, COATS, USN, from Delhi, Louisiana; t he  Executive Off i c s r  w a s  

Lieutenant Commander F e l i x  B, CRADDOCK, USNR, of Van, Texas, The 

aquadron consisted of twenty four  (24)  o f f i c e r s  and one hundred 

t h i r t y  seven (137) e n l i s t e d  men, with eighteen (18) FkU-5 Corsairs  

on board. 

LTJG A.  E. HANSEN, USN, nosed-up on the runway t o  avoid a 

c o l l i s i o n  with another a i r c r a f t  on 11 July  1951 (VF-14 AAR 6-51 ) . 
After  t e n  (10) days of extensive t r a in ing  i n  rocket and bomb 

f i r i n g ,  Fighter  Squadron FOURTEEN par t i c ipa ted  i n  AirLant Competi- 

t i o n  exerc ises  on 18 Ju ly  1951. Four ( 4 )  o f f i c e r s  qua l i f i ed  f o r  

t h e  Navy *En. They a r e  a s  follows: 

LTJG A. G. WELLONS, USN - Rockets 

LTJG C. P. MOORE, USW - Rockets and Bembs 

LTJG J. He WACHTEL, USN - Bembs 

ENS B. W. HALL, USNR - B w b s  

LTJG ROSS re turning from an e sco r t  hop on 20 July  1951, found 

t h a t  he was unable t o  lower h i s  landing gear,  The gear  l eve r  had 

broken loose from the  r e s t  of t h e  ac tua t ing  linkage, preventing 

e i t h e r  normal o r  emergency extension of the  gear, A per fec t  wheels- 

up landing w a s  e f f  ec ted and damage t o  t h e  a i r c r a f t  was minor, 

A W e l l  Done* was earned by LTJG D. S. ROSS (W-14 AAR 7-51), 



On 6 August 1951, eighteen (18) F4U-5's departed 'N.A.A.s. Ceci l  

Fie ld ,  f o r  N.A.S. Norfolk, Virginia t o  board the  U.S.S. SAIPAN 

CVL-48). The U.S.S. SAIPAN (CVL-48) departed Norfolk with F igh te r  

Squadron FOURTEEN embarked f o r  t he  North At lan t ic  area,  This 

operation was conducted t o  t e s t  t h e  ef fect iveness  of the  Radar 

Defense Barr ier  along the  Eastern Sea Frontier .  A t e t a l  of seventy 

t w e  (72) radar  penetra t ions  were flewn during f i v e  ( 5 )  days of 

operation, Upon c m p l e t i  on of t h i s  taperat ion,  eighteen ( 18) Corsai rs  

were flown t o  N.A.A.S. Cecil  Fie ld ,  Jacksonvil le ,  Florida where 

t he  squadron remained temporarily shore based. 

On 4 September 1951, a f a t a l  accident  occurred a s  a r e s u l t  of 

a mid-air co l l i s i on ,  LTJG D. Re TATE, USNR, was fou r th  man i n  a 

f o u r  (4)  plane divis ion on a bomber in te rcep t  f l i g h t ,  Upon 

completion of an a t t ack  agains t  a B-29, LTJG TATE overran t h e  

d iv i s ion  leader ,  LTJG C. P. MOORE. LTJG MOORE w a s  ab le  t o  parachute 

t o  sa fe ty ,  however, LTJG TATE evident ly  received i n j u r i e s  about 

the  head which rendered him uncoascious. LTJG TATEts body .was found 

i n  t h e  cockpit of h i s  crashed a i r c r a f t  (VF-14 AAR 8-51). 

On 19 September 1951, t he  Commanding Off icer  received a 

dispatch ordering Fighter  Squadren FOURTEEN t o  the  U.S.S. KULA GULF 

(CVE-108) f o r  a week of re f resher  landings, During t h e  two ( 2 )  

weeks p r i m  t o  departure,  f i e l d  c a r r i e r  landings had p r i o r i t y  over 

a l l  o ther  hops, On 28 September 1951, t he  squadron departed f o r  

N.A .S. Norfolk, Virginia,  with eighteen (18) Corsairso The 

remaining o f f i c e r s  and f o r t y  t h ree  (43) men were t ranspor ted via 



geverplent air.  On 1 Octeber 1951 t h e  U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) 

with Fighter  Squadron FOURTEEN -barked departed Norfolk t o  operate 

along the  Virginia Coasto Thiar   per at ion was hindered by a hurr i -  

cane, which w a s  moving up the  Flor ida  Coast. Two ( 2 )  days of 

re f resher  landings were a l l  t h a t  were possible a s  the  hurricane w a s  

threatening t h e  s h i p  and i t s  accempanying destrayer,  The remainder 

of t he  week was spent attempting t o  out r u n  the  stem. 

On 6 October 1951, t h e  squadron departed the  U.S.S. KULA GULF 

(CVE-108) with eighteen (18) Corsai rs  f o r  N.A.S. Jacksonvil le ,  

F l s r ida ,  t o  again be temporarily based ashore. The remaining 

spfficers and f o r t y  t h ree  (43) men were transported via  government 

air. 

Short ly,  orders  were received t e  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  LantFlex 52 

abeard the  U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108). On 18 October 1951, Fighter  

Squadron FOURTEEN departed with eighteen (18) F4U-5 ' s f o r  l4.A.S. 

Norfolk, Virginia,  t h e  remaining e f f i c e r s  and men transported v i a  

government a i r ,  The U.S.S. KULA GULF (CVE-108) with Fighter  

Squadrsn FOURTEEN embarked departed Norfelk, Virginia,  on 22 October 

1951, as pa r t  of Task Grgup 27, l  f e r  Operatien LantFlex 52, The 

o f f i c e r s  and men gained much needed experience during twenty e igh t  

(28) days of operation with t h e  f l e e t .  The e a r l y  pa r t  of t h e  

c ru i se  ran  very smoothly but during t h e  l a t t e r  pa r t ,  a series of 

f i v e  ( 5 )  accidents  occuryed, On 4 November 1951, LTJG A. G. WELLOMS, 

U S N ,  caught a l a t e  cross  deck pendant (number s ix)  and engagad the  

number one b a r r i e r  (VF-14 AAR 9&51)0 



DEC'4$%~l~0 (2) ,or.( accidents  Two ( 2 )  days l a t e r ,  6 November 

eccurred. LTJG C. P. MOORE, USN, a l i t t l e  high a t  t h e  cu t ,  dove 

f o r  t h e  deck, causing a s l i g h t  bounce which r e su l t ed  i n  a b a r r i e r  

crash. The a i r c r a f t  sustained *Charlien damage (VF-14 AAR 10-51), 

Shor t ly  a f t e r  the  wrecked a i r c r a f t  w a s  c leared from the deck 

and the  b a r r i e r s  repaired,  t he  second accident  occurred, ENS EUIS, 

turning i n t o  t h e  groove, did not answer the  nlown and nslow" s igna l s  

given by t h e  Landing Signal Officer.  The wheels of h i s  a i r c r a f t  

h i t  the round-down of t he  ramp, followed by t h e  t a i l  sect ion,  After  

the  i n i t i a l  impact t h e  t a i l  was thrown high and the a i r c r a f t  proceeded 

up the deck on the  wheels, with t h e  propel ler  digging i n t o  t h e  deck, 

The a i r c r a f t  had enough momentum t o  continue up the  deck and nose-up 

i n t o  t h e  barr iers .  The a i r c r a f t  sustained s t r i k e  damage, no i n j u r i e s  

t o  personnel (VF-14 AAR 11-51). 

The following day, 7 November 1951, EXS F. ( n )  BLECHMAN, USNR, 

dove f o r  t he  deck, bounced, engaged number e igh t  (8)  c r e s s  deck 

pendant and also the  ba r r i e r s ,  "Dogn dimage t o  the  a i r c r a f t  

(VF-14 BAR 12-51) 0 

On 13 November 1951, t h e  f i f t h  and f i n a l  accident of t he  cruise  

occurred, LTJG J. R. HOPKINS, USNR, made a n o m a l l a n d i n g  but 

experienced a hook sk ip  a s  the  hook bounced over two ( 2 )  cross deck 

pendants (numbers 4 & 5), A t  t h i s  time LT HOPKINS f e l t  he c q i l d  ne t  

catch a l a t e r  pendant so he r a i s e d  h i s  t a i l  s l i g h t l y  t o  assure  

contact with t h e  barr iers .  The a i r c r a f t  sustained nCharlien 

damage, no in ju ry  t o  perwnnel ,  



Although the re  were no personnel i n j u r i e s  sustained i n  any 

of t he  f i v e  ( 5 )  accidents ,  the  l o s s  of four (4 )  a i r c r a f t  cu r t a i l ed  

operat ions during t h e  l a s t  days of Operation LantFlex 52. 

On 15 November 1951, Fighter  Squadron FOURTEEN departed with 

fourteen (14) F&U-5ts, f o r  N.A.S. Jacksonvil le ,  Flor ida ,  t he  

remaining o f f i c e r s  and men were transported v i a  government a i r .  

The squadron was again  temporarily based ashore a t  N.A.S. Jacksonvil le ,  

Florida. The remainder of t h i s  calendar year was spent i n  prepara- 

t i o n  f o r  t h e  forthcoming c ru i se  on t h e  U.S.S. WASP (cV-18) .  

F ighter  Squadron FOURTEEN received a mark of "Goodn as a 

r e s u l t  of the  Administrative and Material Inspection held by 

Commander F lee t  A i r ,  Jacksonvil le  on 28 November 1951. 

LCDR R. C. COATS, USN, was re l i eved  as Commanding Off icer  of 

Fighter  Squadron FOURTEEN by LCDR J. C.  KENNEDY, USN, on 28 

December 1951, Ceremonies consisted of a Personnel Inspection 

conducted by both o f f i c e r s  and a reading of t h e i r  orders,  

During the  period of t h i s  repor t  Fighting Squadron FDURTEEON 

f lew a t o t a l  of 5192,l hours and made c a r r i e r  landings. There 

were e ight  (8 )  accidents  involving nine ( 9 )  a i r c r a f t ,  cne (1) f a t a l  

accident ,  t h e  r e s t  no in jur ies .  O f  t h e  e igh t  ( 8 )  accidents ,  f i v e  

( 5 )  were c a r r i e r  landing accidents  aboard a CVE type car r ie r .  

The o f f i c e r s  and men of Fighter.  Squadron FOURTEEi? gained invaluable 

knowledge and experience while eperat ing on CVL and CVE type c a r r i e r s  

both with the  f l e e t  and r~igaly.  


