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From: Commanding Officer, Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN
To? Chief of Naval Operations (OP-O5A5G)

Subj: Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN 1966 Command History; submission of (U)

Ref: (a)

Enels (1)
(2}

OPNAV INST 5750.12 of 8 NOV 1966

VF=1l; 1966 Command History

VF-1ly WESTPAC Cruise Report

(less Operations Review; Figures (1) and (2})
Operations Review of WESTPAC Cruise Report
1966 Operational Statistics

VF-1l; Precedence List of 7 JAN 1967

VF~1lh Enlisted Roster of 10 JAN 1967

1. In accordance with reference (a), Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN Command
History for calendar year 1966 is hereby submitted.

2. The classification of this letter is downgraded to unclassified
upon removal of enclosures (2), (3), and (L).

Copy tos

CNO (OP-09B9)
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FIGHTER SQUADRON FOURTEEN 1966 HISTORY
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Fighter Squadron ?O”?TEMY moved its home’ bsse from
NAS Cecil Fleld, Fla, tc NAS Oceana, Virginia.

VF=-14 departed NAS Oceana for NS Mayport, Fla. to load.
aboard USS Franklin D, ROOSEVELT (CVA«LQ} ‘for training

. deployment 1n the Caribbesn Area. (Roosevelt Roads, P R )

- VF=1L returned to NAS Ocesna, Virginia.

Squadron departed NAS Oceana to fly sboard ROOSEVELT for

training cruiSe in the Guantanamo, Cuba opersting area.

Squadron returned to NAS Oceana.

VF=-1l departed NAS Oceana to load aboard the ROOSEVELT
: for S.E. A31a cruise.

'Departed NS Mayport, Fla. aboard ROOSEVELT for WESTPAC.

Arrived at St Thomas, Virgin Islands to receive inspection

‘team in preparatlon for Operational Readiness Iaspection.

,ompleted Operational Readiness Inspection and departed
te Thomas arﬁaa for Brazil.

rrived Rio de Janiero, Brazil for 3-day rest and recreation
eriod, !

w3

'3Eeparte@ Rioyﬁbr Subic Bay, P. I.

quadro@ airc%éft flew off to NAS Cubi Point; ?hilippines.

HOOSEVEiT arréved in Subic Bay, Philippines.
[
Squadron deoaJted Subic Bay aboard ROOSEVELT for combat

VF-lh commencwd combat operations as part of CVW-l
embarked in USS Franklin D. ROOSEVELT (CVA-h2)

; y

Squadron comp’. eted first combat line period and ROOSFVF

‘jeparﬁed for vokosuka, Japan.,.

Felly flew jnlo NAS Atsugi, Jspan to conduct limited flight
qpcratlons dullng inport period.

VF—lh flew aboard ROOSEVELT on its return to Gulf of Tonkin,

| ROOSEVEDT arr*ved back on Yankee Station and commenced combat
: operatlons. ﬁOOSEVELT experienced casualty of #1 screw.

ral

lh*% E\bﬁi%figé | Enclosure (1)
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3 Oct. 1966

.6 Oct. 1966

16 Oct. 1966
- 20 Oct4:1966

12 Nov. 1966

13 Nov. 1966
“ “1h Nov. 1966
18 Nov, 1966
20 Nov. 1966.,
21 Nov, 1966

22 Nov, 1966
2y Nov, 1966

27 Dec. 1966

30 ﬁeé. 1966
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VF=-1} flew abo

ROOSEVELT depa

VF-1 flew off

i

ROOSEVELT dépa

VF-1l flew off

Arrived on Yan

Completed seco
Philippines.

VF-1h departed

Squadron rétur
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}ted for return to Yokosuks for rgpairs.,
for NAS Atsugi, Japan;

ard ROOSEVELT for return‘to‘Tonkin Gulf.
kee Station and commenced Combat qperations;,;
bd line period and prepared for returh to
rted Tonkin Gulf for Subic Bay.

to NAS Cubi Point, Philippines.

Subic Bay aboara ROOSEVELT for typhoon evasion.

ned to Subic Bay.

-~ VF-1l departedf

Subic Bay for return to Tonkin Gulf

Squadron arrived back on Yankee Station and commenced combat
operations. - §

Squadron completed last line period and departed aboard

" ROOSEVELT for

return to Philippines.

Squadron arrived NAS Cubi Point, Philippine Islands.

Page 2
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CIR R. c;'ADAMf relieved as Commanding Officer by CDR J. H. KOACH.
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- For Fighter Squadroh'FOURi
for aed conducting the planned
gttack carrier USS Franklin D,

SAir Wing ONE, based at NAS Cec

normal assignment

men, 31 officers,

VF=1l, under the command of CD
Oceana, Virginia on 10 Jaquaryz

adopted by the U, S. Atlantic %1eet.

o -varmfiif

; ]
] %,
Taan, ;Efﬁ

' ROOSEVELT (CVA=42).
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PEEN, 1966 has been a yesr of preparation
combat cruise in Southeasi Asia aboard the.
As part of Cafrier

11 Field, Florida, Fighting FOURTEEN had a

of twelve (12) F4B Phantom II aircraft, 247 enlisted

including 1u

pilots and 1 Radar Intercept Officers.
R R. C. ADAMS moved its home base to NAS
1966 as part of the “baee,loading" concept

On 23 January, VF-1l loaded aboard

»kthe ROOSEVELT at Mayport, Florlda, for a four week tralning cruise ‘in the

Roosevelt Roads, P.R. area.

The air wing prlmarily partlcipated in air

defenss snd anti-air warfare exercises, and during that period, VF-1)

accumulated 90 day and 26 nigh% carrier landings.

The.squedron suffered the .

. loss of one ajircraft durlng that period, at 0301 on 28 January, Fi4B Phantom,_

BUNO 151517, piloted by ICDR G L RIENDEAU, USN, 569692 and Radar Intercept

lofficer, LCDR J. S. BERTRAND, USN 61506l crashed at sea following flame

out;

was picked up by the ship's rescue helicopter.

~injury; the’ pilot received a compression fracture of a vertebrae.

squadron returned
 On 15 April,
Material inspectic

On 25 April

cruise in the Guantanamo, Cuba operating area.

0 byvcemmand

to NAS Oceana on 10 February.

}r Fleet Air Norfolk.

The crew ejected 7 miles east of the ship in the eastern Atlantic, and

The RIO received minor

The

Fighter Squa@ron FOURTEEN received an Administrative-

VF-14 flew aﬁoard the ROOSEVELT for a second training

During this five-week

deployment, the squadron's th aircraft began a modification program to

Eaclosure (1)




instsll the Approa
remaining aircrafﬁ
day and 39 night c

During the fo
and the squadron ¢
the upcoming depla
iantelligence and t
wing coordinatea s
: "On 20 June,
: loadvéboard the RO

arrlved at St Tho

fReadlness InSpectLon team.'

~ air wing underwent

- Caribbean area on

ch‘Powér Comﬁensator System and ECM sguipment.

 DECLASSIFIED

The

returned to;NAS Oceana on 27 May, having completed 176
arrier 1and1ngs.
1low1ng four weeks, aircraft modifications were completed
ontlnued an dccelerated training schedule to prepare for
yment to WESTPAC This training schedule included air
actical br&efings, airborne training and simulated air
trikés again,t targets in the local ares,

|

ightinv FﬁURﬁFEN again moved to NS Mayport, Florida to
OSEVELT, Whlch departed the following day. . The ship
mas, Virgin ]slands 27 June to receive the Operationaly'
Duzing the following three days, the ship and
the operational readiness inspection and departed the

30 June.

The ROOSEVELT

3-~day rest and rec

'arrived in Fio de Janlero, Brazil on 8 July for a

reatlon periqd. From Rio, the ship proceeded dlrectly

~ to Subic Bay, Philippines, arriving on 1 August.

During the fi
out of NAS Cubi Po
alrcraft,

ROOSEVELT for thei

rst week of August, VF-1l coutinued with training flights

int, maintaining pilot proficiency and exercising the

On 7 August, the squadron departed Subic Bay aboard the

r first combat operations in the Guif of Tonkin, Fighter

Squadron FdURTEEN conductgd combat operatiouns against military targets in
North Vietnam on three line perio&s; 10 August-12 September, 20 Ogtobar-

12 November, and 24 Novémber-Qf December. Following the first period of
operations, the squadron conduc%ed limited flight operations out of NAS

ge

4 a ~ Enclosure (1)
%ECQ ASSIFIED |
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Atsugi, Japen while the ROOSEVELT was undergoing repairs at Yokosuka, Japan.
The squadron expexienced one operational loss of FhB BUNO 151018 when the

|
aircraft flamed out 7 miles no?th of the carrier on station in the Tonkin

Gulf, The accidert occu;red a% 0218, 3 November. Both the pilot LTJG
E. J. DUCHARME, 683147 and Radcar Intercept Officer, LTJG W A, WOOD,
680L1l ejected and were recove~ed by the shipts rescue helicopter.  The |
pilot received minor injury, tﬁe RIO received a serious back inaury.

On 18 November 1966 CDR R C. ADAMS completed his tour of duty as
Commanding Officex and was relieved‘by CDR J. H KOACH Figntlng
FOURTEEN completed its final COmbat perlod on 27 December and returned

to Subic Bay for preparatlons to return to the United States.

|
4

‘1‘
¥
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FIGHTER SQ,UADRON FOURTEEN WESTPAC CRUISE RFPORT

(less Operations Rsview, Figures (1) and (2))
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DOWNGRADED AT 3-YEARS TH URVALS
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YFARS
DOD DIR 5200.10
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;iING OFFICER*S SUMMARY

e arrived on the lxre on 10 Aucust after a long crossing and some
efresher work at Cubi Poxrﬁ P, I, This was the first Air Wing to
uar‘ special OOCfctlono cn Yondee Station without a warm up period
flying "In country™ misdlcns. HowevCrs the Alr Wing commenced flying
in aress of comparatlvc¢y low risk, Und tﬁc wisdom of this cannot be

ovcrcmpngs 17800

P 4

o
o

(IJ ’)

IaCblCS and minimuns jare freely dlscusscd in enclosure (8). A
complete analysis of P-l, tectics is discussed in Annex TANGO CTF 77
OPORD 320-66, It is strongly believed that the tactics utilized and .
the weather minimums adnered to minimized combat losses and increased
the Ailr Wings czie0u1vene,s over the beach.

The com 1yX1on of tnc war in NVM has changed since the Alr Wing
g

first arrived on the llncu The enemy has vastly increased the effec-
tiveness of his dcxenscsﬁ ‘not only by increasing the numbers of AkA

and SAM batberies but by “e¢ocat1rg his sites so as to meet the threat
imposed by the SEVENTH Fl@eua This soon became apparent during our
return from the last line period. Former relatively safe areas of opera-
tion became arcas of exbrieme hazard. The enemy seemed to have an in-
exhausteble supply of AfAlammunition and S/MS. Although it was the

same war, new tactics had to be dévised to meet the changing threat.

It was found necessary to:  support secction armed recce flights over the
beach with Iron Hand “lrc.alu, TERCAP aircraft were required to be in
the area in order to @ounber the increased MIG acetivity and threat.

ECM aircraft were deemed yery desirable in support of recce flights

along the coast. :

Because the F-l aircraft of VF-lli and VF-32 were inadecuately
couipped with electronic Wwarning and jamming equipment, it become
extremely hazardous to send them on armed recce missions inl\ na thhout
the company of A-L Iron Hand aircraft. It is stronly rccommence

1.8

futurs F-l aircraft depidyud to S. E. &siarconiaill electroa

@calpme: vt similar to the ;,:\-...,..‘v

4

e P-L 0ur10rmad its BLRCAP and TARCAP mission with
difficulty. MIG activity did not materialize against the
our period on the line. However the Drobabil'mj of incrcased
aggressiveness on the part of the enemy's Alr Force is a
bility. The capability of the air crew of an i?L to dinterr

end enemy LFF would be of considerable value in the air~to~,ir ermvironment
g reclude the necessity for zn ﬁ"entificatlon pass on
Lransmissions con

'S

——
iendly and it would mindmize rodio 1
contadéts thereby reducing D T i e

nev ,'L}I"&IILCQ

.
S
o]
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Tha rﬁco“d of performance of the two F-L squadrons on this derloy=
U the great versatility of the Thantom in either the
or atuacx role. It is a airborne weapons svstem unsurpassed
Jorlidis inventory of military 2ircraft.

nis
ate nTCO?L‘P dellvefv of. ordnance) bui 1t is kellpved that u%ﬂs °vscem
will prove effective in combat under adverss weather conditons.

Enclosures (1) through {6) reflect the concensus of opinion regard-
ing the lessons learned anc the problems encocvnocred during this degloyment.
In conclusion, it is felt that iir Jing speeial operztions are team
operations , #nd u.u% mostievery mission over NV must be adeguately
supported by IRCON HiRD, Ca:, LCl, and FlAY suprression aircrafi. The
Fly nas the versablllcv toibe elther an interceptor, fighter or bomber

~

:nd can perform each ﬂlSalQn in an outstanding manner.

i
i
i
i
i
h

Page 2 , Enclosure 2
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A total of lu personnel wey
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LAINTENANCE AND MATERIAL REVIEW

A total of twelve aircraft were assigned; however, the average
count was only slightly moie than nine. Because of limited

board, all calendar checks were performed at NAS Cubi Point, P. I.
gt one aircraft wes in check atb ﬁll times and a two or three day
overlap of check periods was normale ID addition three aircraft were lost
orarily for an average pefloa of 35 days each. Two underwent repairs
/IPPI, NAS Atsugi, Japan and one was reoamred at Danang AB, RVN, At |
ieast one adrcraft on board was used for cannibalization during which tix

i% received extensive corrosion rework., There was a 2k hour aay feoquemeru
Zor two fully opefaulona¢ ready FLB's for Condition Cne. CDluring flight
guarters the VF squadrons shared this commitment, each muintaininv one

aircraft in Condition One, kThls left a mealmum of seven or eight operational~

1y ready aircraft which coqu be used for the daily flight scneau¢e

Fiight operations were normally scheduled a twelve hour on, twelve
hour off basis. A minimum @f two hours was re u;red for aircraft spot-.
ting both before and after flight ops. The remaining eight hours per day
couid be utilized exb1u81vefy for maintenana

l' !

The squadron enlisted nanning 1eve1 remained fairly constant through~
out the cruise, ranging fron a minimun of 21l to a maximum of 221 assigned.
involuntarily extended. An avera;e of 28
personnel of Group IX rating structure were requiredd for various tasks
such as mess cooks, wa/Lauxdry3 Post Office, etc, and 22 personnel were
TAD from the maintenance de,artment to IMA, An average of 150 peLSonnel
were available to the malanénance aeparumeﬂ 16 of whom were in the check

crew based ashore at Cubl ﬁme ;

The maintenance c@oa tfent was clv1aea into two worxlng sectiong

each a twelve hour shiite Dy careful supervision and an occasional nove
of certain personnel depend ng on the workload, all major operational

cormitments were mets |

i

PRE.TEPLOYMENT AND TRANSIT

The complete complement of twelve airc

Just prior to departure frori CONUS. In additic
into a nagow modification program by COMFATRNORFCLXY during on
weel Hfied for JETCOMI &bS and AFC {wa

¥5. A1Ll aivcrail were
&SVOClateQ service changs:
Uponr completion of the ¥
o ORI, oniw one or wio
zemcv‘we pons systenms.
onsidered poor. 4 lerge :
d;ucweo cies occurred, wgayt of which were directly ﬂt%rzouu;p;c o

. Four ajrcraf were equipe d
[ nrogram and durlng the trans?
raft were considered 1o hav

ng the ORI, aircraft availa!
e arount of electrlcal and weap

=

I)
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neorrect and careless wz*lng during modification,’

b

During the long transit from the Caribbean to WESTPAC, a full ¥"EW
level check was systematically performed on the weapons system of every
zircraft. In addition several changes were incorporated into the APQ-72/
APN=157 components., A complete list is included under the Avionics sections.
Limited flight onerations were conducted during transit when weather and
winds were favorable., These operations were especially beneficial to the
maintenance department as: they helped resclve remaining problem areas and

exercised the aircraft systems,

Upon arrival in WESTPAC, all aircraft were combat ready. During the
entire cruise aircraft weie not released for flight unless the weapons !
system was fully operational with both a Sparrow and 3idewinder capability.
This requirenent was invi@late regardless of the assigned mission on any
particular flight. ;

There wnre no unusuaL or unexpected problems encountered that can
be con31dorcd peculﬂar to WESTPAC., Cannibaligzation of airframe 1ltems was
fairly low “ﬁd was not consideres significant. During the transit, wing
tip reinforceément patches were installed on all aircraft as shown in the

 Structural Repair Manual, NWOL-2L5¥FDA-3-1, Fig 2~-138 ‘ated 15 October

1966, The p*tch was inecrzased slightly in size (16 1/2 X 9 3/L inches)
and thickness (.125) from the normal specifications. Only one wing tip
repair was required throuzhout the entire cruise. Several alrcraft required
repair of the 17.8% strinzers in outer wing panecl. This was accomolished
by the STRAAD team at Cubi Pt while the ailrcraft were in calendar check,
Since rapld turn-aroand is one of the keys to successiul
operations, the flight deck trouble-shooters were placed under
supervision of the Alriraﬂes Branch with 2 hiehly qualified =
petty offlce; in charge. During flight operations they were 2
qalck repairs or to assess the repairs necessary without ing
to the work center. During standdowns and periods of no
directly for the airframes work center, asslsting in dally v

CORROSION CONTRC!

on work was accomplished on board by a selicted
ion of a Chief Petly Oificer., As each airc
Lon control, it in turn became the temporary
. isolated instances, the aircraft were normally
cays. Because of the hot, humla climate and associated
t was found that any al ~craft that was left down i‘ow
vs required an excessive length of time to refturn
ondition. This was due to corrosion of the sa,v“ts.j
hes, wi*ing, and in some C°ses, cnglﬁe accessories,

Page U Enclosure (2)
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CALENDAR TNSTECTION DECLASSIFIED COMPI——

Although &1l calendar inspections were performed at NAS Cubil Pb, the
o

results were satisfactory. The only difficulties encountered were in pard
support and a delay in communications between the embarked squadron and
the shore based detachment, The shortage of parts required cannibalizatic
of the next gircraft due in check in order to return the aircraft complelts
i,g check to a flying status. No airframe corrosion control was accomplisi-
%t Cubi Pt. due to a lack of vacu-blasters and a source of low pressure
air However, a complete corrosion treatment and repainting was accomplish-
ed on all ejection seats, o "

@

o

®
s’:?./
C)

PCHER_PLANTS

The only recurrent major problem encountered was forelgn object
damege. A4 total of thirteen engine changes were “equlfed due to FOD &
an additional five engines “QQLlred bending of the blades to remove mmJOf
T0D. The cause of most of the FOD was not known., However, Comstock clips
a i arming wire, etc, were found on the f£light deck. This was a gon-
vinuing problem. Two instances of FOD were attributable o ingestion

of debris ting the fir i.g of LAU-3 rocket pods, The incidence of FOD
decreased markedly during the labter part of the crulse, A procedure was
instituted werein each intake duct was completely examined before every

start by the plane captain., All LAU-3 firing was conducted from the oubboard

wing pyion only”

The following ﬂ¢bn ‘usage items are in short supply in WESTPAC:
&00 Gal Centeriline tanks
Eﬂtgwatca Torque Boosters

wel transfer puIDS (hydrauilc and electric)

’TJ

SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT

i
i |

-
Survival,

Most flight crews utlliéed the pressure sult harness and a
vest as shown in Clothing and Survival Equipment Change #26, SEER-Z
“soft pack" kits were obtalaed from CCHFAIRWESTPAC shortly after arrivel
gnd are a great 1mprcvemea9,over the old kits.

The suwrvival radioc is the sﬂﬁgmc most important item of survivel
equipmente Upon arrivael, &11 squadron custody PRC 49 and L9A radic:
turned into the CCMﬁ“ISWESyPA pool, Sufficient PRC L9B radios wers m

&

available for installation in all seat packs, In addition, e2ch orx
member was issured 2 personal URC-10 (AV/RTIlO)radio which wag carried i
the survival vest. ' :

ne ic lines in th
- cans of corrosion preventatiiy
seats were fully treated fow ciov

Gun+ :&g wnlle the T were in magor checks

Enclosure (2)
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from CONUS aooroxlmﬂtely 90% of the personne; had
e in the AFRO 1A weapons Sanemu During the ufanSle
a coanetc "EM level check. This proved to be a

a Ter
very slow process due to the limited experience of the technicians, It
is considered that ﬂamy'falkures may have occurred because the radars
were ground operated for aadl tional time not normally required by mcre
experienced techni

cians, |

Onie Ratheon, one West ’.gnouse and one lcDonnell Avionics Rep dsployed
with the F-L squadrons, Th@se gentlemen proved to be extremely valuable
throughout the entire cruis They provzded & large amount of on~the-job
an formal training in aaa;tlon to "'esm.v:m(7 many of the more difficult

»ro blems. Lo '

JETCONLARE had been 1nqormor“*ed in al; aircraft prior to departure
Irom CONUS. The following changes were incorported during the transit,

AVC 168~ (a) Prevents ide of the computer interiocks |
7 eliminates pos ibility of a
computer, é

o

AVC cpe for ADM 9D missile

AVC 288w ?revcnts ter _ SHW« 1L missite lock due to
false sweer cusput fram the computer due Lo a maifunchtion
within the computer, ~

AVC 400~ Calibraviocn of ADM dot in

The 45 9LO/APQ-72 snten a wes bv far: zhe most difficult item to obtain,
There were no rob: : S end for more than half the cruise,
this squadron on nﬁf b@u antennas for twelve air-
te The can 22 times higher than its nearst

l

La abpormal amount of rain can be expected Auring the mont

ec
Cotober thru April making it extremely difficult %o maintain 4
properly. In addition to not being able to work on aircraft on the £iight
e seepage greatly Increazses th *
1 o

e rader failure rate,. The  ° |
i to same degres: (1) upw ZQVQV 3 onsed
wrn-up for launch; (2) ths ~airera

prior Lo tur*an v*e.rM@;

©
0"(

PO S - “'7.,.‘.4 “f
S ajircraly LaArESL. O thC I

TNT VD T ST
FLECTRIC SHOP:s § ;

aary difficulties were encountered due }
neous Relay Panel. S;Of%ly after g

Enclosure (2)




'DECLASSIFIED

ati 1lots became extramely eritical of the
lig for ﬁ“guu armed recce., Certain fnstruments
uld rﬁnmgltlsrwwmmd‘omiaﬁJmﬁmmams

- L

prior to leaving CONUS.

Salt Yater contaminatibn of JP-5 caused several discrepancies of the
cuantity indication system. Although the ship OOSus@Q all

uvions ‘he contamination appeared sporadically throughout the crulse,
i on was d¢sc ered, the only solution was to clean all .«
brate the Pnblre system rather than attempt to isociate
tive ;:)*L'-obes,D

i
i
3
i
£

Electronics Shop persohnel while umall in number, were reguired to
vice end maintain seve~ai components that have special signiii
tation Operations, gProper JEF communications 35 akaOTLt

The auxiliary guard receiver is paerticulary importent

 Immediately after arrival on station, it Wlb noted that
vard receivers were wea k or inoperative, This problam could
2 £

iminated if some emphasis had been placed o uh° it 5 of the
or to arrival.:

Tacan is the primary means of navigation, However, the AN/ApAnBQ
- Navigation Computer is 7 back up for night 2ud instrument filights
as there were several usnected enemy tacan deceptilon.

(U
(&3
ol

Four of our

remaining eight

were configured w;t Az was the case ity of the
: participating squadrons, innumerable or blef encovntered with the
| APRw2lL, Estimates of "down' time range upwards 9C%, and none of ouxr
ni%s COmld be clegssified as totally “uph. A SO"C¢17CQ Get Well" program
’ at lS Cu t failed to achieve desired results. The problen was twa: :c?a.
inadeguat ;y treined personnel and a criticel shortage of APR-2[ parts

within the supply system.

¢

g - -
! Lour .

5 The APR-27 was installed curing the Jatter seg
| This uwnit is a simple yet highly reliable item whmv;
; maintenance free, The map cases were removed from “he
! the XPAWQ? was mvunted in ivs place wtilizing the ¢
ower source, The antenna installation is
tillizes the lower tacan antenna when the AlM
Pr-27 off, the tacan goes back to normal oper
zbion was as depicted in preliminary operatioi
sceiver R-1LL 2/ Dn-Q; exce pt for the following chan
was added in series with the APR-2T audio lead as
Lo Qrcvc“o attenvation of the 7D auvral vone. The Lo lea -
oin M lof the LS—&SQ vice pin C din order that both caoikpits wouwld
the audio signal. See fig (?)

wan ey o
COMIIT

! . s i e -
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‘“#sd Reccc and EARCAP mis:

standard configuration of two wing pylons, one
5, and one LAU-17 with the Aero 3A lawncher

adapter, TARCAP, two ADI-7E missiles were czrried
on the aft stations plus tw A*ﬂw/D.a;ssiles on the LA”’ fg One A1M-TE
d one A07-9D were removed for night operations to increase the maximunm
tng fuel, AlL ordnance was carried on TERS on the wing pylons for

1 loads were either four MK 82's, six MK 81's

o
st
e ; S~y e -
fﬂC“ rEeCCo missions., 1ne norma

TAU~3's or occasionally L LAU-L3ts, The missile lcad was one ATM-TE

oy oy P N . w )
a third T R was caded to the TAULLY fov 3 NE-24

very SLcce- ul
ions cnaﬁgeo )
’E@ ﬁ LAG“J

3 MAugriencaticn® sersonnel

were usolgnea as follows:

Supervisior - 2
Missile Loading Crew - . & (1 augmentor)
me(%auwamgcwmunékQauaaﬁw@)
Bay Check;%aimud’n 2 e
. Nite Check Maint, = 2
- Check Crew (Cubi Pt} -

wer@~assigned.& primary task,
;als on the' other crew,

“he
lw 4--

T cnecﬁbd oac 1"‘ai}.e it was on the e p
i ether the missile cor Uno alrcrall
1y moved to ansther alrcrald and

et problem of the Line D

woridang day.. The. Sﬂlp is normally at f1i

Uniless the line has some ﬂt%opﬂ‘l.»
K lems aSSOvl&tbd w1 h Shlp

16
€y
[
,
<

b
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%, stowage of power cables, etc, become ex-
?EtLgue, High morale, which is one of the
was *nstLiled throuﬁh friehdly cqmoeti~

alrcwaf

qvtn peLsonn

Life vests for line pv”sonneW are unobtainable in WESIPAC and should
1 din advance) An efficient and light-weight life vect can

be ordered fram FORTENER IIGB Glendale, Calif. The item is called

FLOTATION B%Vlv %, LIFEBELT, P/N 101. 4 belt itype survival kit whici
inciuded a whistle, a dajugicht flare and a packet of dye marker was made
up by the paraioft and utiliz d by all personnel,

N

L0CPYs oubst 'nain“ for more t
1&10& SJsuem
ems of lower i
corrisionicontrol materia“
; g is reqnﬂmﬂd while in port to rﬁolpd
stocked Serv Mart is avallable at Subic Bay and

‘1

one week, The recent advent of the

for AOCP's and ANFR's provided excellent
Lority, expsc aL,' those that are bulky
will nct be received at sea.
Se o A
oguka fcr many of

WESTPAC supply response is outstanding. Very seldom were Yoff ship”
an

F"; :"5‘

Prior GO d»ployms&t ser;ous consideration must e given to Flight
Leck Cear-and Flight Clothing., It is recommended that cotton f£iight
¢k jerseys be ordered atithe rate of four per man. Flight deck shoes
were unobtainable hall way: Bthhgh the cruise. It was found that %l
ul 1ife of these shoes decreascd with longer working hovrs and more:
nuous labor., It is recommended that each man be provided new shoes on

.

'he cormmencement of the depboymento

(L)

Special Forces Fatigues (6 0, yd) are mucn
Fatigues (oz/yd) wben use as 1¢¢gno clothinge
dCS8 cantielied . threugh the Navy Clothing and Text:
COMNAVAIRPAC instructions allow one Nomex Ejlbbu Suit
A minimum of three combat flight suits per crew member

S

Most items of survival gea

(treaded) soles were ordered opuﬁpurchase Lo B
Flight ooots were then soled by a local mercint
than those accomplished on board by the ship's

. o . S s § . o
surevival equipnorn’, are =uww¢@d in O

tem
¢t 1965, However, these ifhens are A
o fore the para-loft shonld h ¥ equat
: and greer flares (open purchase f“om

ht batterico, surwlval knives, and strobe

~u¢anp¢n” is extremely important. Coordination between
ship as to the availability of all necessary items,
parts and the pre~X bins; camnov be stressed strongly

i
i
i
i
4
i
i
i
i
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ADMINISTRATIVE .

3 L o~ 2o £
A311 facets of
)

b
&

)
G

[]
y
[y

d@%aah duﬂ rg the 1lst half

personnel Lran
emergency leave, normal rot
onnel due for votation in the Octob
of this

Th;s CCmmana Lound i

K3

sfer must be studied and prepared for
aﬁion) 4 problem arose whersin key
ctober=January Seavey wei: ordesed

pericd without provision for
t necebsaﬁj to go to BUPERS and
transferred at the end of the =

nmj pbrloa (danuawy,c Sucn a fequeSteQ extension poses severe moraie
blems, The entire personnel situation should be reviewed befor

loyment and necessary arrangements made with BUPERS/EPDOLANT for s
134 T versonnel,  QUALIFIED : ekle\ ; should be on board at least 1

evaid -
versonneLs

menth praor to scheduled retation of key

ta~-

TASSTFTED MATERTAL

R

1

<h
joh
el
w

This commend
verial Contwrol Cf
dssemination

the volume of
of an officer is require

rable to make G Ck {Classified
imary billet, 7T &
ocrmation cannot b by
on is such that the full

e

L&

Ky

2s

f:')
o o jto

l—"“d

o I3
P V» e

5B o
P ¢
5
m

£ ko
A..‘.,‘v"-:‘:OW_ Ci TETISRUERPS. VIR TRE U S

P kuuu, : ]

gl
i

The pr

esent SFVENTH ﬁleet awards procedures require expedivious
submissi@n znd extensive ? search of recommendations. It is advisable
to have an fwards Officer|(primary billet) who has dewoqstﬂ*"e a
talent for writing and an extensive knowledge of the Eﬁvllsh language.,
A poorly organized and duLny written sWard recommendation will

{‘)n

1nvamlab 1y be turned down by :bhe CINCRICFLT fmarcz board, It is ad~
visable to have the appo;uzea officex u;uav 217 SECNAV/CINCPACFLT
SEVENTHFLT instructiions concerning & bhain, from veturuing 3
-squadrons, as many copis S‘oL actual ci: s possible. Thls must
be done priocr to commenvemea" of oporal there is 1itvile Uime for

e

Pstudy® once combal opera ,1u g begin

is hampered by two tnings:
vloa available, and second,
enance and crew Lraining.

the most uti lizca for leave whil

tnese cities, ALl TECE REPS anc T7~‘£pw
¢, A1l other personnel need only thelr
o

wemeancem e T LT
L OA ANt Ll

T e o s
- LERD)

e . . Crd A e P
pa¢u§ ¢, With the advent
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ri s 1 iESTPAGa procedures are being impiemented to

usly return éast coast personnel to their desired destination.
r has been gfanu :d ( BUPTRS msg 1918287 AUC E6) to utilize MAC
From Saigon ©o McGuire or Northwes® Airline Flights (category 2)
ark AFB Yo the east coast, All*ranspoptation requests should he
7 the ship to ATO Clarx at least 2«3 weeks in advance, »

(e}
o
)
@
"S

1}
5

¥

ct e

®

O O, b
;.,.Io
* ‘<2 C)

oy

Q e chD
;

=R

W ok by 22 @R
@ R

ct
S P ot

(S NN @]

3
)
¥

SEOT CARDS

An up-to-date shot card i1s Just as necessary to a military man as
a passport is to a civilian, 4 constant check should be kept up by the
“Wﬂg t surgeons to ensure shots are current., Detention and a 'lhlL bag
of shots 1s the price paid for not having an up-to-~date shot card in hand

when returaning to the U. S,

MATY

"hile in the combabt zone, outgoing letter mail is free (this
includes message tapes). Altauﬁwb the use of FPO San Francisco
96601 will expedite personal mail, FPO New York 0950%L is still used fowr
all official mail, Also while serving in the Viebtnam Hostile Fire
Zoney packages conﬁala*ng merchandise valued at $50,00 or less will
be passed free through customs., Letter mail takes 5«8 days for
delivery while parcel post tekes as long as 6~10 weeks, Airmail pack-
ages fare better with delivery within 10 days to 2 weeks,

()

J

107 SAVINGS DEPOSIT PROGRAM

Wide dissemination of the 10% Savings Deposit Program should be
made (refer SECNAVINST 7220.55 of 30 AUG 66). This i an excellent save
ings program, but should 0° commenced at the start of the cruise to be
worthwhile, | , i

Page 11 Enclosure (2)
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| f, . SLFETY REVIEW

COMBAT S’PATUS REPORTTNG

¢

(O3
ct

3

3

P“ragf 3 h 28 of OPNA7”VD 3750.,6E sets forin the ﬁequi“ﬂﬂen'
Combat Status Remorti?g of Alrcraft Mishaps, NWIP 10-1 states ih
aircraft unit enters combat. status upon departure from its la

gtation prior to entering combat, and remains in such snat
reburn to its permenent shtation, regardless of temporary d
the actual combat zone for RXR, hb{evu5 repairs, eitc, ng
simeans that Fall accident ’oafas ana/o% “long
rocedures are qot required once the squadron de
e in CONUS (i.e., OCEAVA), except when and to the exten
ty (CO r_CAC) may direch.

ze]
]
[
=
o
o]
[
s
¢t

his squadron adopted a “gouge! for combab reportin

g

g ,
haps, using the prescribed Preliminary Message format, The gouge provides
a "fill the blanks" outline which can be made available for use by the SDO
and other members of the squadron accident board, to prevent delays in
reporting when the Safety Cfficer is not immediately available. ompile
ing the tofal 1list of "Info" addressees for these reports, in addition

to those cited in paragraph 28 of OPNAVINST 3750.6E, has been & result

g

of coming in contact with various instructions prior to, and during, ©
deployment. Our current addressee list follows, and is annoted to amp-
1ify/clarify the when and why of their inclusion:

. REASON /COMMENTS REFERENCE
&E%AVNSAFECEN {para 284 of ref) OPNAVINST 3750.68
NAVAIRSYSCOM HQ ‘ When Safety UR included SUWEPSINST L700.2%
INFO:

CNO

COMNAVATRLANT

COMNAVAIRPAC

COMFATRNORFOLK

Cognizan CEWPENST 3750,24
area of deployment

é o fﬁﬁjL}€§§%?1§i§ Enclosure (2)
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i

REAS0N /COMMENTS REFERENCE

INFC: C ,
DEPCOMFAIRWESTPAC = = CCMFAIR representative for
‘combat zone (located NAS Cubi Pty)

i

] : 5, and  CENINST 1771.1D
Lor incidemts/ground accidents

avolving injury 'or widespread
ublic interest in the home base

CFAD OCEANA ?; Include for all accidents

COMSEVENTHFLT
CIF SEVEN SEVEN
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT ZERC
CTG SEVEN SEVEN PT

Operational Commande:
Task Force Commander
Yankee Team Commande:
Task Group Commander
to whom ship assignec

NAVPRO MAC ST LOUIS BUVEPSINST 470024

AFPRO CE EVENDAL® OHIO  When Safeby UR included (engine BUWEPSINST L700.24 ;
; nalfunction invelved/suspected, o :
not due to direct enemy action.)

i B
H i

NAVTECHSERVPAC | When Safety UR included BUWEPSINST L700.24
NAVATRSYSCOMREFLANT  When Safety UR included BUWEPSINST L700.24

NAVATRSYSCOMREPAC = ‘When Safety UR included BUWEPSINST 1700424

DiS NORTON AFB When Safety UR included BUWEPSINST 470024

I

TN g gme KRR | op o ‘ 4 . - LS 5 . 22 e 2 TLTTRTYT A rnTeses b 5
Designated Overhaul. ¢ When malfunction investigation  EWFRLANTINST 730,174 ;
PO : i H . s P s ? ¢
Activity - requested, 430 Sect. COO0CL: ;
i P “Magter Repair List® :

SAFETY ASSISTANTS

SR . N

Page 13 . ’ Enclosure (2)
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WORK/REST CYCLES

i’

Y,

The varying opefat*ng cycles assigned, schedule chaﬁges) and the

conbtinual condition CAP requirements dleaEc that perscnnel selze every
available opp or@upzmy to rest, It is recommended that the Safety Officer

gstablish some means of mowltorlnv the work/rest cycles w1th¢n the squadron;
pecially for flight crews and plane captains, to ensure that operational
de mands do not overtax pe«soanwl and cause serious fatigue problems.

i
H
fi

ORDNANCE /WRAPONS LOABIWCS & DELTVERY SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

safe handling am” d@LLVGTy of Ordnance becomes extremely
ino nt on the lins, NJ“B asulgﬂca pers onne;9 both ordnancemen and
fiight crews, will be relatively inexperiensed in handling conventicnal
[e¥als in the amounts a@d types loaded daily on the line, It is
TECO ded that the Sa¢ety Officer familiarize himself with ordnance
safe recautions, espe L 1ly those concerning LAT <17 /LAU-7/Aero 3L &8
E “nchers; MER's and TER!S5; MK 8& and 82 bombsgy snakeye fins: MK 2L para-

s LAU=3 and LAU-10 oods; 2,75" and ZUNI rccxebsg MK & Cunboa,
and ATM-9B/D mi ssiles; aﬁd all ar m;n@/Luzmnv devices used with
the above -ordnance, :

i

S R B VIR O ¢
[
s

e
1
w S

~q )
ERE !

+
]

4
o

Page 1l Enclosure (2)

9ECL}XS‘§ IFIE




SER G WaaBa bl TR e mme o ST S g TR S T P s wT Y e S e e

o —— DECLASSIFIED

SURV"V&L REVIEW

4o SERE BOARD,

i Prior to osploymuaza a squadron Survivael, Evasion, Resistance, Escape
(SE‘“) Board was established to coordinate requlvbmupus for eguipment,
eirﬂmg, 1300”f639 and reference materials in these fields., The board is
omposed of the Aviation Safety Officer as chairmsnj; Survival Officers
Air Intelligence Officer; Lviators Equipment Officer; Material Officer;
; and sassigned F;ﬂght Sargecro‘ The most important work of this group was
i accomplished prior to deploymebt and during the transit from LANT to PACS
i first, by deciding upon, and obtaining, standardized survivael items for flight
Crewss secondgéby arranging a syllabus of survival lectures and trainiog
i ‘ periodss and tbirag by screening survivel publicetions and meking availsble
. . the most useful cones as recuired reading material,

i
i
i

s o

The zcllowing lecture,;training syllabus was witilized:

! (- . - .
= (1) SE Asia Terrain Brief - 1 hr,
(2) SERE Briefs, by ccuntry - 3/1 hr. pericds,

uedicgl Survivel Items; First Aid and Self Aid - 1 hr,

(L) Anima?s and Ensecﬁs; Sharks and Sea Snakes -~ 1 hr.

(5) Prisa%@r of War/Géaeva Convention/Code of Conduct = 1 hr.

(6) Ejection Seat Opezatlon/ParachuLe Descent over Land and Water - 1 hr.

(7) Survival Eguipment Presentation and Demonstrstion - 1 hr

(8) Debate on Questlorable Survival Equipment -

w

SO0 Lo e
reguireds

[

(a) Size znd type of survival knife,

(6} 9 mm, pistol vs 38 Cal., Revolver

{¢) Practical ussge vs. weight and bulk of sxcsssive/redundant
egquipnment.

(9) Aeromed cal Topics = i/l hr. periods.

{a) Oxygen Sense

Page 15 ) Enclosure (2)
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Responsib illtluS,

(i1) Review of Medical Survival ~ 1 hr, (just prior to first combal
operations) ~

b. Drills

(1) Fiight and Survival Gear Insnection.
{2) Disarmed Ejection Seat Drill

{3) Parachute Se aratlon Drills {using overhead hoist, end spread
I s

bar with short length of risers and Koch fititings attached)

%, 2

of Xggh

@

{2} Proper Releas Fittings.

Py

() Descent from Chute Ca ught in Trees {technique described
in personal/Survival Equipment Crossfeed 1-66)

6 -9 mn, aod 38 cal, ball ammo.

~~
e
S
g
[J-
(n
O
=
&2
C)

(&) MK 13 Day 3 d Night Signals

) Pencilﬁara% Gun
; | Comparison of max height of trajectories

(¢) 386 cal. Tracers

(&) Water SurviVal/Heio Pickup = by arrangement with ship/station
helo deﬁachmente

¢, Schools i |

;1

(1) SERE School {Br un:wmck/Noth Is;and) - completior roouired prior
entering comoat‘oneratlongg

(2} Aviastion PHyClolo{J Traioing Unit Courses - all o.ows currens
IAW CONNAVALhLAkT INST 37h0 liC

The fol
e

lowing are basilc ruxerences from pre~dsployment nlanaing snd
£ requlr@mpqsum :

(a) COMNAV?TRLAN” NOTICE *Oh?O GI 18 ocT 65,

submissiocn ©

Subj: :Aviatﬁrs Fungle DersonaL/Squ1vei Equipne s

’ il

Enclosure (2)
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CO@NAVAIRPNC VOTiGE 13000 of 17 SEP &5,

Subj e AV1M%Cfs Jungle Per¢onai/buwv&v boulpmpr%
(1nc Ld d as encl, \l) to above CNAL NOTE),

COME AIRﬂES”PﬁC NOTICE OZBGOJ of 9 JUN &5,

Subjs ﬁviatdrs Personal Surv;v Equiprent (U)

H
L -

(o)

~~
03
et

AL JRVLVAY }TEVSO

Cf}

d" [} L,

wrvivel Rﬂdfosu Phase IIT of the progrem ocublined by
fe'eﬂce 2(0; sbove has been completed, meaning that all
tack cerrier sguadron flight crew members have buea
ded with two late-model radios. In practice, each

ﬁd RIC of our scusdron was issued & URG-L10/RI-104
chVAl bettery) radio to carry on his person;
- {two-piece, separste batiery) radio was
=d iﬁ eagh RSSK-1 seat kit in all ei craft, The
O type redio is g real Jem ¢l=--handy, compact, and %
very Jow failure rate {(as comp red to the PRC=L9

. We made fitted cloth pouches for our RI-10%s

eck stzaps and cut-ouds for the speaker-phone,
scoping gntenna, and operating switch., Normel cerriage
pocket gn the survival vest is recommended, reiner
around the neck, However, once in a survival situstion,
the radio can be pulled out, slung quickly aroung the ueck,
then carried iand operated freely without requiring time

and effort EO renove from pouch or pocket,

[

g

[ R w B BN o B o]
Lo HPBo oo
3oeh
SR
0 o
N’

\'*

e e of &
oo@ H
ot

j

gy
03
o

ight Sults

&

The sqguadron found the
tigues sunq rior to all other {ii
ee commeats uander Materisl Control
talning sof Marine fatigue caps ¢
These can be gstuflea into survival vest
pocket, *

3

1
¥
S

O

-
L4 Craws.
. ORI

ALY

SEEK-2 &iTSQ» Thesge two-pe
the best 1 nlna the Navy e
survival eqalpmanﬁw The
end compactness, to the

itemized list of COQL»HU
‘issued by COMFALRY
ges measures s X'"
single 79%bi9“ 3
e {especiall,

two flel-pock
thus also nrovi

I
1

Q
e
05

].J.
<t s *(j [
pe,t
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_ ‘ (d) Jungle Descent Line, For descending from a chute caught
| in h“gh trees (trees 100! or higher are not uncommon in
~ the hills of NVM), each crew rmember was issued 100 feet
of Type III shroud line, This $00-pound test line is less
bulky than the % inch tybular ayloa described in Cross=—
feed 1-66, yet still plenty strong to support any koown
pllot/RLO orOV1dec the proper technigue is emnloyed,
The trick i5 to release one Koch fitting et a time, after
the descenu&llne is rigeed and tied to the chute risers,
i - and at the ssme time lowering cneself gently onto the

: support of the shroud line, A word to the unwary: if

you release. both XKoch fittings simultaneously and "dr op"
onto the shﬂouo oud line support t, a combination of high G-
loading and i GSUant friction hesting on the shroud line
Cowill poo the line and dump you quickly to the deck almost
q evel"y‘ lmeo‘_

(e} Signal Panels. The Air Force SAR people recommend carrying
& bright-co! fored cloth panel for visual ground-to-zir

5 . signal llngok Our varaloft made uwp 12 X 26 inch reversible

' flourescent red esud chartreuse panels for all flight crews
to Carry. !

-2

(f)'Wa er Bottlss. A canteen is pretty bulky to carry around
in the cockoit, but a plastic 8oz, baby bottle mekes an
effective witer container that can easily be piaced in 2
pocket on the survival vest., The Air Force is ao
issuing these baby bottles to all their SEASTA co
e

e
W

"
m

bat
- crews, According to Dengler and others, thirst is cae of
- the most imnediate problems upon "arriving" in a survival
situation, s0 a ready "nip" at the beginning is & gcod

thing to have.

(g) Pencil Flares, Green znd vellow pencil flarc
© are recommended, since red ones may in sone c:
mistaken for flak or smell arms fire, g
yellow ca:zrzdgbs are not currently available
supoly, but may be ordered open purchase from I
Pennsylvania Avenue, Malverin, Penosy
t least four each of red, yellow, &ud
crew member.

(=4
&

[

‘n} Pistols. The Alr Wing obtained sufficient Smiti!
wn. sutomatic pistols for all flight crews.
acer (olcnalllng) ammunition is available
gun 1s reported to Jam occasﬂona;lv
tlnue to carry the .38 revolver, wi
Cer ammo. (”ﬂe tracers will rise at least
through a Jungle CGDODy as a oen01l flare ¢

(<2

CV‘S:

=

[o)

)
RGNS (D

")

o m
Ui 3
et
b CH
g v O
o

N N
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(l) Plastic Surv ivel Charts, Ship®s AI obtained these upon
first arrival at Cubi, and issued them to all flight
crews, Nortn Vietnam, and much of Laos, is covered in _
six 1:250,00D charts printed back~to~back on three plastic
sheets, Somg or all of these can be folded and placed
in g flight buit pocket. The p13801c °heuts can be used
as a poncho pr oround cover,

(3) Blood Chits and Morphine Styrettes., These are issued by
. 4T and the FlLight Surgeon, respectively, vrior to arrivel
"on the Linel'. ' ' '

(k) Armonis Amnu;es Four of these were taped inside each

’ front and rear cockpit, and four more issued to each air-
crewman, {Ub dida’t have to use any, but they could mean’
the difference in keeping you conscious if injured, until
Jou?re back: to the ship or. at least out to sea.) ‘

(1) Hack WTist‘JStchesa' AirLent recommended avnnroval Lo
- -+ NAVAIRSYSCOMAR end submitted our requisitions for
* : obtaining "wssae” wrist watches for flighi crews. {Those
personal envraved and fancy ones with sweet sentimenis
are best left in the drawer, along with a1l riags, etc. )
We have nevzr received either final word on our reguest, -
or the wetches, Recommend- additional follow~up via
LirLant, to see if you can obtain these. (Ref: V“nlb
ltr ser 282 of 1l JUN 663 CNAL-332B ltr ser 3354 of
JUL 66, Su03 Avistors Hack Wrist Watches).
. i R
(m) Torso harncss/Sufv1val Ves» Rigs, Most people in the
squadron have used the MA~2P pressure sult herness and
modified SV“1/2 Survival Vest combination satisfactorily
uhroughout be cruise., Three F-L ejections, alil successful,
ere made w;tn it, and all iuvolved water *iﬁaban icn, with
the MK-3C lnfe Dreservef attached to the survival vest
{a clip fromn the bottom 01 the vest to the torso harness
on each sids: adequately ! restrains the MK-3C from rid
“too hth)¢;= This MA-2P horness/ﬁesw combination i much
‘cooler, orov1oes better freeaom of movement, =
quicker accass to injured torso areas of the
?doos the standard cloth-~enclosed torso haras:
type and lOuGulOﬂ of bockeus on the surviva l
iseen to be nd two people who want exactly the
Therefore, wg have found it best to stendardize where
possible, bu[ allow each crew member to arrange individually
with the Pa"aloft for exact location of pockets and gear
on hlo own vost o :

C}*
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 CONTENTS OF SEEK2 smvi*vm

il s ik i IM (F‘*‘r‘(*r'ﬁ..w-r

P
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vf»:! s

g LIQU.LD SOAP (PHfsom

’ K’LD’G BANDAGE (ELASTI&

. RAZOR KNIFE (lo.&.fhng)

AT I-CHAP LIPSTICK

. KITs PACKBT 1\0,, 1 - MEDICAL

GAUZE, 2 inch x5 yards}

I
SUN AND BUG RE Phme ,C:)INT’VIEN’I‘ (1 oz tube)

[NSECT REPELIENT;, mPE.-ON TGELET T‘?S (o}

. i i
Alternate Uses Corlj Tter completely d“y)

w-Tire Startel
-~-Toilet Papey. °

YR OTWNIENT (1/8 oz %u’!@é} (BAGITRACTN G‘PJTYTAME\J}

- LEECH ‘REPELLENT, LIQU] D (3 oz¢ plasulc bottle) (N \TDIDTPIB.L-;»ETA—-TOLUAWIID

| TNSECT REPELLENT, LICL ID (s oz. plastlc bottle) (N N-DEETHYL TOLUAMIDES )

ASPININ TABLETS (16)

ANTISEPTIC OINTMENT (« 0%+ tube) (BACI TRACTN-NZOMYCIN) (for wounds & bur

- DIARRMEA TABIETS (12 (DI"’HENOXYLAT“‘ HYDROCHLORIDE & ATROPTIE SULFATE) - |

ANTI" MALARIA TABIETS (h) (CHLOROQJINE & PRB’LAQUL\‘E "DHOSP*{ATL)

TWEEZERS (1 px‘.) & SAmTY PINS (S) , -

ANTInIWFECLION TABLETD (18) (OXYTmTPACYCLTVE)

BAND=AT 105 (6)

t
}
ALERTIESS TABLETS (5; (DmXTRO AMPHETAMINE SULFATE

|

SALT PABIEDS (2) |
AN“I-—WOTYLO\X SICKNESS "L\BWTS (12) (MECLIZINE r{YDROCHu’)RDW)

ATOMI NUW’FOIL HEAVY DUTY (7 x 10 in. sheet)

.,4,4___-—~_,__.__.»_—-_._.___M_~,-..._..-,,N.b,..,. S

i'

k)
i

L

13
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CONTENTS OF SEEK-2 sz[mvm;* XIT; PACKET NO, 2 « GENERAL
20. SOAP, Cake (DIAL) | e o
2l. MIRROR, SIGNALLIN (2{0 x 3in) i
02, WATERPROOF zmcms (1) AND FLINT : |
23.‘ COMBINATION HA KDA&TA&D KNIFE BLﬁDE (uae pencil flare gun for handle)
2l iSUNGLASSES (plasbmc 1;5893 w1th el@stlc headbana)
25, FIRE STARTER SHEETS ():. |
26, FLASHLIGHT & CORIb (m%
27. WATERPROOF C’S‘PI‘AC;,Eé
289 SPQWGE ( x 51n, comfk
29. ARROWHEAD (me‘bal)
30, uLAVDTW (jﬁ&n) ﬁ % g
L. FISHING KIT (LU’RBS chotcs & smm:msj FISHING LIIE
32, WATER PURIFICATION APLETS (50) (.LODJ.NE)
33, SEWING KIT {3 aqsortea needles, 8 assortea safety pins, nrr;au;
3:£L° :.I\’DY &L rge Tociusn.e:; I“ol.z.) ’ »
35, MOSQUITO %Ammi& 1}/!11‘.[\1‘}3\8 (‘\Iyloa) :
36, WIRE SiW
37. COMPASS, WRIST |
38, BOUILLON CUBES, BEw \u)
— " ALUMINON FOIL, FEAVY TJTY (7 % 10in shest)
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 |OPERATIONS REVIEW -

[

FIGHTER MISSIONS I } .

A. BDIRCAP Consists of two or more F-li s providing protuction for support
aircrait.  They arc positioned to engage any MIG threat to fricndly
airborne forces. Alrcraft] fly a loosc deuce formation and altitudes
vary from 5000-20,000 feotl ' ‘

B. . TARCAP Is deplo§0d1iﬁ the immediate terget area tq engage cnemy alr
' opposing the strike group. The loosc deuce formation is gecnerally
: cmployed and the alt?tuderTost generally utilized is 5000-6000 fect,

C, ARMED,RECONNAISSANCE iﬁ section of aircraft deployed to reconnolter
pre~oricfed routes and att@ck targets of opportunity. Authorizod targets
arc governed by the curren¢ rules of engagement but generally consist

of those composing the enepyts LOC. The operational formation favored for
this role is the loose deugo during day missions. At night the wingman
gonerally flies a radar trpil 3~5 miles astern and both aircraft carry

3 MK 2l flares. Altitudes|for recce work generally run betweon 5000~

6000 fecte S i '

1
\ o i ‘
D. PHOTO ESCORT One F-k Bscort to accompany the photo aircraft on his
.reconnaissance or bomb asspssment damage mission, The F-L fliss in an

offset trail position in ogpder to spot flak for the photo aircraft and.
to provide M%G protectionyl ! -

i +
| !
i I3

i : ] I
‘ i 3 H \‘ L
L. CLOSE AIR SUPPORT Twol F-L's, under control of an airborne Forward

Air Controllar, are direcied against sQlécted'targets in and out of NVM,

P, STRIKE Hsually?four o mbre*F~hls§composing one bombing element on
P R ) coordinatoq strike. The F-4 has proved very effective in this role.

. { : E
‘G, FLAX SUPPRESSION Usually two or mare F-his in company with the Strike
Group.  Ordnance carried and tactics cmployed are generally dirccted Dby
the strike lcader. ol i ; *

GENERAL TACTICS

; o §
b IR T

v .. The Loose Deuce section w

lzed, It is T
.. formation both from Ths = woint of Lociould doctrine/:
mutual support.

|

Altitudes flown over thg ook vary between 5000-6000. feo wus
best compromise to meet bopn the SAM and AAA threat. N
beach varied between; 35C-1j00 knots deponding on missilcu
threat, Tre slower speed was utiliz
to imcrunie the chance of spotting lucrative targeis,

1 ! :

¢s tho chances
10 when

Conmstusn .. n; in both azimuth and altitude grec
of being .. 0 fire :faé this tactic was stri ily
e over any purtiic. .. iy NECLASSIF
BOWNGRADED AT 12 YEAR TNTERVALS DL st
" HOT AUTOMATICALLY DECLASSIFIED. ‘

f
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© SAM EVASION T

Proficiency ia Splln nShand high G spiral is necessary in the combat
enviromendt 1m Nor ta‘Vaein am and should be practiced at every opporthnlvy,
including at mlght, prior %o ceploymenta Do not rush the night work,
however, and be sure -of the terrain over whaich youlre working, VX-5's
AEN on antbil=S AM tactlc rrovides excellent basic guidance and maneuvers
from which to!start,' All Dllots nmust ;be aware of the altltudc/alrspeea
combinations which nerwmt the safe execqtlon of complete split “S" break,

i ‘ . p
[ [
[ [

ATR~TO-~CGROUND ELIV“RY TAC”ICS
 This squadron employed steep dive angles (L50~600), weather.permitiing,
in order to minimize rAsk and to increéase accuracy of ordnance delivery.
Afterburners yere used in oull up prior to rolling in so as to decrease
the time of valneraoll ty and minimise risk, Release altitudes should
be cbove L500i feet, and generally, 6000 feet is preferable. Minimum
pull out altitude snould te 3000, Although the ORL does not provide
a realistic proportion o;‘"testlng" in the Air-to-Ground mission, a
large part of the pre~deployment training cycle must be devoted to this
work, Practice varying entry conditions of altitude and airspeed (there
is no such thing as a "cenaed run® in North Vietnam). For variety (the
bad weather days) it will be wo rthwhile to practice 10° and 2C° rocket
runs with a maxlmum szmulated altitude of 5000 feet.

"
¥

AIR COMBAT IMNEUV.»LRING x’

Thals squadron encount ered no air opposition on this deployment. However,
. the frequency of MIG encdunters in the area of operations is increasing
rand proficiency in ACM sboula be stressed in predeployment training.
Knowledge of the enemy's laircraft weapon systems, and air-to-sir tactics
is essentilal for & combah ready F-lj squadron. VX-L AEN on Alr Covbat
Maneuvering provides an gxcellent text.

4

COORDINATED STRIKE PRACTfCE

Coordinated s rlkes Were cheduled with increasing frequency during our
‘tour on the line. The “vroun—srope” should be practi oed as & coniidence
builder. Discounting £ lak -and SAV“s}tnere is nothing quite like 16

to 20 airplanes lelng into the dame air space to release ordnancs at
appy ox1wate1y the same ume0 Coordinated attacks can be reaiisticolly
practiced by a division of airplanes on almost any type terget (less
ordnance ), Getting to the right point in space at the right time is vhe
important thing here, and it does take practice. Coordinated strikes

n heavily defended targets take much planning and demand & high degree
of proficiency in execution,

CONFIGURATION

NOtN;uﬁSBC“QlﬁF the max1ﬁam gross ‘wight/wind-over-over~deck 1 LLbuL crng of

the FDRj3 the optlmum F~L configuration was found to be as follows:

L rEBLASSIH

’fEnclosure‘_¢3)




SEEPEEI IO

T T P i RN T S TSN IID TE W W AN T

fmes et s L s et g TE W Mo TR WY vw eeme s e

j

- DECLASSIFIED

—

STA 169t Tenk pylons w/aéap_@rs MER or TER

v

STA 2 @ ,IAU~179 2 LAU 7A, ATM 9D or 9B
STA 8 LAUL17'W/éd pter, TER
STA 5 ¢ 6é00 gallon tank

STA 3&7: ADMT7E

e T TR R

STA L6 enmpty !

This configurstion b rmi ¢ all the fleﬁibility-neceSSary*for Yenkee Team
operations. BOmo loads utilized ranged from 4 MK81l's to 12 82%s, on

'L, 82%s and L4 83%s for the Alfa strikes. Six LAU 3A's have beer utilized.

More than 6 rboket nacks ere impractable for the flak s pﬁre8510ﬁ role
since the F-Ljhas no rockeu ripple capability. Incorporation of rocket
pairs is a2 mudt, LAU-10fe have been utilized but infrequently due to

the ship's reguirement to: ~eturn the empties for reload. LAU-LO's should
be loaded on szatlons 1l& 9 to minimize the possibility of FOD from the
rocket moLorsﬂ It is undesirable to carry any ora@ance hardware back

to the ship both from the drao and the landing weight penalties realized.

" The items undérlined’ above remalned on the alrplane~at all times. There

was no adopté} utilized on station 2, This was to permit the carrieg

of the AIM 9Dimissiles, Cz»e adapter hardware becomes available (LK’-l?
to LAU~7/ATM %D with TER installed) it is recomnended that the TER
adapter be 1e4t on staulon 2 as well,

Missile loads ‘for armed resce missions were one AIM 9 and one AIM 7E.

The "Echos" were ubilized sxclusively. BARCAP and TARCAP loading was :
2 and 2 during the day'and 1l and 1 at night, The missile load was raduced
to permit increased landinz fuel, The 35,000 lbs. max landing clearance
was not utilized except as subsequentlv noted. Waen the 35.00C lbs,
clearance was received for the MK 7 mod I arresting gear, an attempt was

made to utilizx this added l,OOO Ibs. of landing weipht, Inmediately

the mumber of wing stringer cracks muliiplied, A;naouga not factually
substantiated, it is believed that the 35,000 lbs. weight and the occa-
sionally hard landings at bthis weilght contributed vo this structural
damage., In view of this davelopment, BS,QOO lbs. traps were not wtilized
except in specxal 01rcumstances.

ECM EQUIPMANT

Four airplencs were equipped with the APR-2L passive and warniag gear
immediately prior to deploymout. This equipment, due to its low reiia-=
bility, lack of spare paris.an trained AN/ET s 'ho maintain 1t, an coupl
with the extremely "dirty® EW environment of Norih V¢eunz.3 orovided

= lal

little or no improvement 1n ,eratlonal cepability of the F-L weapons
systen.

ﬁ DECLASSIF
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procedures 1n detail. Mcst important, get olenty of night w

At approximately the m;doomnu of this deployment, wiring diagrams and

the "black box% for the k“R-Z? warning gear were. available to the souﬁc'ﬂcmn

The equipment has proven to be devendable in its operation and reliable

it its warning. All airplanes operating in the S&M enviromment should

have this or similar equipment. It suffices to say that the air crew needs
very advantage possible when dealing with the SAM. In addition, equip-

rment such as the ALQ~51 is urgently needed in P-l aircraft to operate in
this area of . operatzons.

TANKERS

Whenever possible the F—hﬁshould commence their first aporoach at maximum
trap fuel. The K=l may be effectively utllized in this role to "Top-0Irfw
the F-lL, However, due to the KA-L's normally limited amount of give

away fuel (2000 maximum without refilling the store), and its slow transfer
rate, 1t has|proven to be ineffective as an emergency tanker for the F-li.
It has been ¢emonstrated jon several occasions at night that a low state
FP~l, on a bolter or a wavd of £ will be back on the ball with just about
the same fuel as the orevious pass after having received 2000 lbsa from a
Xa=L., In adi*tlon, the less than optimum reliability of the store
precludes reliance on t“e KA-l; in any emergency tanking smtuauLon. This
squadronts pplicy was to recommend taniking at 2000-2400 lbs. at night and

1500 to 2000! lbs. during the day - depending on the pilotis performance

and the condition of the pattern. At night the pilot was directed to
tank to an apount so that his next ball call was at 35,000 lbs. gross
weight, This permitted tim one extra pass over what he normally would
anticipate, plus a Little extra fuel for M"irregularities" in the pattern.
This tanking was done frcm the KA~3 with no particular problems.

Emergency uanklna sw1tchclogy° INTFRNAL ONLY, IFR TO EXTEND ONLY (NOT

70 REFUEL). gTarklnv must become a very wmatter-of-fa ct evolution ﬂn*v'“
proficiency in tanking ic absolutely essential for S. E. Asia operations.
Tanking at SO 000 1lbs. gross welsht with 12 MX 82's presents no orooioms
except «for the expected %1~her power setiings required to hano in uhe:c.

NIGHT RECONNAISSANCE

Nizht reCOﬂﬂa;ssance conplnues to be the most demanding mission flown
in S. E. A, ' VP-1l letter of 8 September 1966 (CONF) discusses

rik Drior
to deoloyment. The more practlce you nave at it, the wore COmeTB“OlG
and confident you w;ll f\el ; I ‘

1
I
i
|
i
i

MINTMINS S ,ff‘:

<3

The Alr ¥Wing has osnabll hea soe01-1c mln mum celling and visibility
limits oo bombs and rociiet delivery,:i.e. 8000 feet and 5 and 5000 fect
and 5 resncctively. Theuo have worked well and the limited combst damage
and loss sustained by the Air Wing speaks well for these criteria, If
you stay above 3500 fupt and 350 knots and jink constantly, your chances
at being hit by AAA or A are reduced;, Disregard these minimums and ’
tactics and you are 1nvruasxnf your Cuancos of being a combat SuﬂulSD;C.

Enclosure (3)
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OP ORDERS :
Squadrons should obtain t"eir own copies of CTF 77 Yankee Team Op Order
320~YR and COMSTVIENTH ”le’t Op Order 2Q1-YR, - All aircrews should be
*nt»mabelj Iaﬂ;llar ‘with [the contents of these two pubLlcauLons prior |
to depLijeﬂv. ﬂlthouvh'xary br;ellbgo on this material will be given,
soild background on the contents of hese publications is nlvhly
desirable, ;

&

MISSILE S E 3

The AIM 9D became available during the final line period. In order up

satlsfactorily carry thb°é\missilesg the LAU-17 missile pylons had to

oc configured for missileicarriage ouly, due to the lack of proper-adapter
o

ardware, It should be nowed that becauvse of the munavaxlablllty of

MK 15 2 pulse fuzed, the ¢D's full capability against maneuvering targets
cannot be realized. ; This should be briefed in the event the situa-
tion has not improved in tne immediate future ,
ATM 75's were carmled exclusively. They have p;oved to be highly reliable
and very sensitive. ' Do nob be alarmed if your missiles tune on th
‘Ilight deck or in close formation with missile power in standby. The

¢~b next to you probably has his 157 on. The surest test is an airborne-
S minute steady select light., AMREP cards must be completed on all L
”1*0hus, Bring a good supply with you. Prior to depl oyment, missiles;
articularly AIM 7is, should be carried whenever possibl'- even at the
expense of 435 1lbs. max trap fuel. Faving a select light with a TE
waffer is a bit dlfLefeﬂCIITOM the real thing. t will teke a while to
zet all the bugs out of the aircraft system and the bad missiles sorted
out. Pocket note book records by the ordnance crew as to what missiles
were on what planes and which stations *requently helps resolve problem
areas without det amled urduole shooting

’U

431 possible jeffort should be made to obtain a firm rosver oI air crews
prior to deployment. UnQCf no circumstances should nugqeu pilots and
Dis be sent {to a sauaaron after the first period on the linc, ¥ is
felt that such personnel represent a liability to the squadron that can
cause no eand lof problems, ! Regardless of the Level Readiness concept,
an Ensign with 99 hours irittype and & total of 20 carrier lendings, the
lest of which may have been a month and a half prior to reposiing, i3
not ready to perform the dssigned missions of Yankee Team opsrations, .
The squadron fon the line" is hard pressed and ill-equipped to provids
him with the nhecessary experience and proficiency. The answer here is
crew stability. Where reulacemonus are necessary because ci losses,
they should be made with riore experienced persouncl, even ab the cost
of some stateside or Meditverranean squadron 1nstab111tja Sixteen to
eighteen crows appears to be adequate o nandle the routine F-i squadron
comnmtmen%b. R I : . . .

' . . oo

o i}?CLASbE% D
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1966 OPERATIONAL STATISTICS

MONTH FLIGHT TIME SORTIES CARRIER LANDINGS
(Hours) Day - Night
JANUARY 219 186 Lo 10
FEBRUARY 249 162 50 16
MARCH 348 2h2 00 00
APRIL 302 251 L8 11
MAY 330 231 128 28
JUNE 290 222 72 32
JULY 87 52 L5 00
AUGUST 567 352 213 98
SEPTEMBER 349 202 108 73
OCTOBER 26l 161 112 Ok
NOVEMBER 394 229 WS 70
DECEMBER _hh3 251 _207_ 30
TOTAL 3842 25hl; 1168 372

b0
WNGRADED AT 3-YEARS INTERVALS Enclosure (L)
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CAP (BARRI?R/FORCE) ‘
ARMED RECCE/STRIKE

HOURS 2060
SORTIES 1137
DAY CV LDG 8
NIGHT CV LDG

LINE PERIOD

10 AUG~12 SE

- v - aa rw s w o

ECLASSIFIED

o

OT’ERATJ ONS STATISTICAL SUMMARY

CRUISE DATA |21 JUNE to 27 DECEMBER 1966

30
275

P

20 0CT~12 NOV

2L, NOV-27 DE
TOTALS

TAR CAP
ESCORT /WX RE

CAS (FAC CONTROL)

C

CCE

MISCELLANEOUS

“TOTAL

MK 81 Bombs
MK 82w
MK 83 M

"MK 2l Flares
9709

2,75" Rkts
ZUNI Rkts
20mm -

AIM 9B

CATM 7B

w27
118

18
541

156

Lo

6

!

6
|
i
l

|- ORDNANCE EXPENDITURE

!
|
i

i

(511/TAU 3A Pods)
(Ll LAU 10A Pods)
(MK 1, GunPod)
(Training) =

Training
( r | )

f“'»

DECLAS i _ 

;:.
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P COMBAT DATA |
PILOTS/R('S HRS | SORTIES  LANDINGS D/N
15/15 o 725 L1 | 216/165
17/17 0 Lsh 260 198/62
- 15/15 i 506 - 296 250/L0
:-jr ‘ : ' 1685 967 694/267
DISTRIIULLON OF SORTIES BY TYPE
1; ) s o : 53%
L t 318 : ; 33%
| ; , - 6.8%
; SS % ; 5.8%
, L X S RS 4
o 5 : %
o 967 | - 100% .
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FOREWORD

Only in recent years has the submission of squadron activities
been required. Because of the absence of reports in the earlier
years and conflicting statements in the various reference materials
used in preparing Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN History, this report is
in fact limited in coverage. However, the facts stated herein are
authenic and can be verified,

Gratitude must be expressed to Mr, A. O. Van Wyen, Naval Avia-
tion Historian, for his help and advice in writing this history.
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The squadron had its first taste of war aboard the USS RANGER. A part of -
a huge task force, it struck and invaded the North African Coast near Casablanca
on November 8-11, 1942, VS8-41 destroyed 16 fighters, strafed enemy ships and
airfields, and provided air coverage for landing operations. Although five
TOPHATTER pilots were shot down, all were recovered in good health.

In February 1943, the TOPHATTERS were redesignated VB-41 under the command
of ICDR J. P, LUNGER. In March the squadron boarded the US3S RANGER for war ex-
ercises in Argentina., The USS RANGER met and provided air coverage for the §8
QUEEN MARY on the last half cf the voyage carrying Prime Minister Winston Church-
i1l to his meeting in Quebec with President Franklin D. Roosevelt, During the
same year the sguadron flew the SBD-3 DAUNTLESS and on 4 August 1943 became de-
signated once again-as VB-4 under LCDR R. M. MILNER. -

VB-4 took part in the first American naval strikes in Norway against German
forces on the fifth of Qctober 1943, VB-4 was then attached to Air Group FOUR
and this CAG attacked German vessels in Norway's inner channel a2t Bodo Harbor,
Alter Fjord, and Kinna Head. 40,000 Tons of enemy shipping were rendered useless,
but the sgquadron lost two aircraft in the encounter,

In October 1944, under the command of LCDR G. 0. KLINSMANN, VB-4 boarded
the USS BOUGANVILLE for further transfer tc the USS BUNKER HITL (CV~17) at Saipan.
For the following four weeks, the TOPHATTERS msde numercus strikes in the Phil-
lipines and vicinity. They provided support for the landings of Leyte and struck
at Ormoc Bay and ILuzon. On 1 December 1944, the squadron went aboard the USS
BESSEX (CV-9) and participated in blanket operations over Luzon in connection with
the Mindore landing.

The TOPHATTERS were among the first to operate in the China Sea area (January
1945)., From 3 until 9 January, the squadron flew sorties against Formosa, Ckinawa,
and Northern Luzon in support of the Lingayen landing., The TOPHAT could also
be seen at Iwo Jima and the Ryukyus.

The TOPHATTERS war record is indeed impressive. It is one of the very few
. . ¢ . . e .
squadrons that saw acticn in both the Atlantic and Pacific campaigns. The squa-
dron received FIVE Battle Stars:

1. North Africa Landing, 8-11 November 1942 on USS RANGER

2. Norway Reifds, 2-6 October 1943 on USS RANGER

3, Support of Leyto Operations, November 1944 on USS” BUNEER HILL

4. Support of Mindora and Lingayen Operations, December 1944 - June
1945 on USS ESSEX

5. Support of Iwo Jima Operations, February 1945 on USS LSSEX,

The squadron also received two Presidential Unit Citaticns as units on board the
USS BUNKER HILL and the USS ESSEX. After participating in the first naval carrier
air strikes on Tokyo, the squadron under LCDR H. W. CALHOUN returned to the States.

At first VB-4 was stationed =zt Alemeda, California, but was scon moved to
Watsonville, California, On 8 July 1945, VB-4 was transferred to COMNAVAIRLANT
and reported to Wildwood, New Jersey on 17 July via Quonset Peint and there the
squadron remained until the formal victory of the Allies and the end of World
War II.
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observed this pilot on one of his sprees and proposed the TOPHAT as the new
squadron insignia. Fighter Squadron ONE unansnimously approved as its new in-
signia the TOPHAT which hes remained to the present although the squadren has |
been known at various times as the HIGH HATTERS, HAT-IN-THE~RING, and presently,
the TORHATTER -

In the early 1930's due to the prevailing economic condition of the coun-
try arising from the stock market crash, naval aviation was adversely affected
and gperations were very limited, During this period the TOPHAT sailed on the
wooden flight deck of the USS SARATOGA (CV-3) and remained attached to the
"SARAM from 1929 to 1938. The squedron's home port was then San Diego, Califor=-
niz. From 1927 to 1933 the squadron flew five aircraft: FB-5, F2B, F3C-4, and
the F4B~3, In July of 1931, LCDR G. F. BOGAN returned to the reins for the sec-
ond time. He was relieved on 4 June 1932 by LCDR F. P. SHERMAN (%), who on 1
July 1933 turned over his command to LCDR M. T. SELIGMAN.

Later, the squadron's designation was again changed., On 1 July 1934, it
became known as VB-2B still flying the FiB=-3, With the new designation came a
new skipper, LCDR 4. P, FLAGG, The squadron was destined to remain VB-2B for
three years. In 1937 they were informed that again their designation would be
changed, So frequently were designations changed that the following excerpt
is found in BAUER NEWS LETTER NO 48 of 15 April 1937:

"We are proud of 'Bombing Two's We have held that nome for
nearly three years, and we hope we have borne it with credit.
Before that we worked hard for Fighting One....Tradition forms
a large part of the foundation of the Navy, and the tradition
of any unit is connected with the name of that unit. We build
our tradition on 2 number and the number changes. We rebuild
the tradition and again the number changeSeee."

Apparently this little writeup had no influence for on 1 July 1937, VB~2B be=~
came VB=3., That same year the squadron recelved the SD2U-1 VINDICATOR and a
new CO in September, LCDR I. D. WILTSIE.

In 1938, VB-3 boarded the USS RANGER (CV~4) with their VINDICATORS. In
1939 the squadron was renamed VB-4 and on 15 March 1941, it became vs-41, A
month later LCDR William G. HARRIS assumed command. The squadron changed
their bunks from the USS RANGER to the USS VORKTOWN (CV-5) for short operational
cruises.

May 1941 found VS-41 in Norfolle still flying their VINDICATORS. The squa-
dron onte asgain bosrded the USS RANGER for various exercises and upon a cruise
to the Cape of Good Hope, they received word of the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor. For the remainder of 1941 end early 1942, VS~41l trained for acticn
in Bermuda, Nerfolk, and Quonset Point. In April 1942, the squadron furnished
detachments for the USS RANGER while she transyported Army aircraft to Africa.
Skipper HARRIS was relieved by LCDR CARPENTER in May, but the new commanding
officer was killed just two days later; the succeeding CO, LCDR L. P. CARVER,
took command on 1 June 1942,

.

L4, ADMIRAL F. P. SHERMAN won fame in the Pacific for his actions during World
W
War IT.




Shortly after the war, the TOPHATTERS operated from Norfolk and sailed on
the USS GUADALCANAL and the USS TARAWA. TIn 1946 the squadron began flying the -
SB2C~5 HELLDIVER and on 15 November, VB-4 was redesignated Vi-lA. On 1 May
1947, VA-1A was shorewbased at San Diego. During that year, the squadron de-
ployed for shoart cperational cruises aboard the USS TARAWA.

On March 17, 1948, VA-1A received their first ¥4U CORSAIR and on the 24t of
June,. 1948, ILCDR James W. WYRICK assumed command, but was shortly relieved by
ILCDR L. B. BURKE, Jr., on 27 July 1948(5)Approximately three weeks later, VA-1h
deployed aboard the USS TARAWA with Air Group ONE for a round-the-world-cruise.
After completion of this cruise, VA-14 received orders that its home station
would be Cecil Field, Florida, and on 19 December 1949 was designated Fighter
Squadron FOURTEEN (VF-14) with an all-weather intercept mission; LCDR R. C,
COATS became skipper. From 1949 through 1953 the TOFPHATTERS boarded many
"flthtlng ladiesg” for short operational cruises: USS LEYTE, USS PHILIPPINE
SEA, USS SIBCNEY, USS SAIFAN, USS ORISKANY, USS KULA GULF, USS WASP, USS LAKE
CHAMPLAIN, and the USS FRANKLIN D. 7COSFV“LT (Cva-h2),

By 1954 the TOPHATTERS were prepared for the advent of the jet., Recelving
12 F3D SKYKNIGHT all-weather fighters in January 1954, VF-14 deployed to Key
West for intensive night interceptor training, It was during this period that
VF-14 adopted their motto: "WE DO WOT FLY IN SPITE OF THE WEATHER, BUT WITH
A KNQWLEDGE CF IT". ILCDR V. E. BINION was then in command.

In the early fall of 1955 the TOFHATTERS were informed that they were 'num-
ber one on the list™ to train in the Navy's newest night fighter, the F3H-2N
DEMON., Om 8 VYarch 1956 the squadron received its first DEMON, From 1957 to
1959, VF-14 participated in two Mediterranean deployments, a NATO cruise, and
numerous fleet exnrc1sea, all aboard the USS FDR, affectionately known as the
"ROSIEY, For superior performance in fiscal 1959, the TOPHATTERS were awarded
the Commander Naval iir Force, Atlantic Fleet Battle Efficiency "E" and the
Chief of Naval Qperations Szfety Award (both awards as all-wea tncr interceptor
squadron) .

VP-1h4 cperations for fiscal 1960 consisted of two fleet exercises, a weapons
system evaluatiocn, and a Mediterranean deployment abeoard the ROSIE, Again VF-14
copped the COMNAVAIRIANT Battle Efficiency "E" and the CNO Safety haward (for
all-weather interceptors).

During fiscal 1961 FITRON 14 once more proved itself as the best alleweather
fighter squadron in the Navy. Adding andther FIRST to its record, the TOPHATTERS
won BOTH the COMNAVAIRLANT and CNO awards mark¢n& THREE consecutive winning years
(Fiscal 1959-60~61). During fiscal 1961, Fightin' FOURTEEN participated in a
short Caribbean training cruise and ancther extended Mpdlterranean tenure aboard
the USS FDR.

The TOPHATTERS, known for many years as the "World's First and Foremost
Fighter Sguadron’t, feol that they have established a history that meore than
entitles them to tﬂlu slogan: First in origin, Foremcst in achievements!

5. The squadron was redeignated AttackK Squ~dron FOURVEEN (Vi-14) on 2 AUG 48.
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CRIGIN AND ESVOLUTION OF THE VF-14 TOPRATTERS

SEP 1919 | An element of Air Détachmeni, Pacific Fleet at San Diego,
California :

15 JUN 1920 Torpedo Plane Squadron FIVE (VI-5)

7 SEP 1921 Patrol Squadron 4=1 (VP-4-1)

2% SEP 1921 Combat Squadron FOUR (VF-4)

1JUL1922  Fighting Plane Squadron ONE (VP-1)
1 UL 1927 VE-1B |
1 JUL 1934 VB-2B
10UL 1937 ¥B-3
10U 1939 vBeh

15 MAR 1941 VS=hl
1 MAR 1943 VB+h1
4 AUG 1943 VB~
15 NOV. 1946  VA-14
2 AUG 1948 | v,gnw
19 DEC 1949  VF-Ik

Reference: Aviation Historian
' Room 23Q3A
- Munitions Building
Constitution Avenue
Washington 25, D, C.




R

1090 -

1921

1922
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1928
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1932

1933
193k
1936
1937
1939
1941

1943
194k

1946
1958
1949
1951
1954

19%6 to
present

ALEGRAFT

-

R6L
VE-78F

IN - paptial compliment
TS-1

FB-5

F2B

F8C-k

FhB

FhB~3

BFC~2
§D2U-1 "WINDICATOR™

ggg:i "DéﬁwTLESS"

8B20~5 "HELL DIVER"
FiU-ls MCORSATR"

F4U-5 MCORSAIR!

F3D-2 "SKYKNIGHT!

FZH-2N TDEMONM

-
ERe,

SQUADRON

Torpedo Plane Squadron 5

Patrol Squadron h-1
Combat Squadron

Fighter Squadron 1 {VF-1)

P ";s
VF-1§ jinsignia adopted

VB-2B

VB-3
VB-4
VS-41

VB-41 ~ later in 1943 became
VB-4 again.

VA-14
VA-14

Fighter Squadron FOURTEEN (VF-1h)

"WE DO NOT FLY IN SPITE OF THE
WEATHER, BUT W®TH A KNOWLEDGE OF
IT", motto adopted.

Referynce: Aviation Historian
Room 2303-A
Munitions Building
Constitution Avenue
Washington 25, P. C.




1926 USS TANGLEY (CV-l) - First giveraft carrier
1929 USS SARATOGA (GV-3)
1938 USS RANGER (CV-4)
1941 USS YORKTOWN (CV-5)
1942 USS RANGER (CV-4)
1943 USS BOUGANVILLE
1944 | USS BUNKER HILL (CV-17)
USS ESSEX (CV~9)
USS LONG ISLAND (CVE-1)
1945  US$ ROI (GVE-103)
1946 USS TARAWA (CV-40)
1948 USS BOXER (CV-21)

1949 USS TARAWA (CV-40)
USS IEYTE (CV-32)

1950 USS PHILIPPINE SEA (CV-47)
1951 USS SIBONEY (CVE-112)

USS SAIPAN (CVI~48)

USS ORISKANY (CVA-34)

USS KULs GULF (CVE~108)

1952 USS WASP (Va-18)
USS LAKE CHAMPLALN (GVA-39)

1953 USS FRANKLIA D. ROOSEVELT (CVa~42)
1954 USS INTREPID ((VA-11)

1956 USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59)

1957 to

present USS FRANKLIN D, ROOSEVELT (CVA-42)

References Fleet Movement Center
Pentagon Building
Washington, D. C,




CAPT H. C. MUSTIN
LCDR E, W, SPENCER
LCDR W, MASEK

ICDR P, M. BATES
LCDR H, C, WICK
LCDR R, F. WOOD
ILCDR G. F, BOGAN
ICDR H. C, WICK
LCDR A, W, RADFORD
ICDR G, F. BOGAN
ICDR F. P, SHERMAN
LCDR M, T, SELTGMAN
ICDR A. P. FLAGG
LCDR E, W. LITCH
ICDR I, D, WILTSIE
ICDR R, E, BLICK
LCDR H, V, HCOPKINS
ICDR W, 8., HARRIS
LCDR CARPENTER

LCDR L. P, GARVER
LCDR J. P, LUNGER
ILCDR R. M, MIINER
LCDR G, O, KLINSMARN
LCDR H, W, CALHOUN
CDR J, K. CLIFFORD
ICDR J. W. WYRICK
LCDR L. E, BURKE, Jr,
LCDR R, C, COATS
ICDR J. C, KENNEDY
ICDR V, E. BINION
CDR R. F. TRUDEAU
CDR A, D, ROACH, Jr,
CDR A, D, LEACH

CDR M. G, O'NEILL
CDR C, BAUMEISTEE, dJr.
ICPR C, I. TULLY
CDR W. F, CHAIRES
CDR E, M. CADENAS

COMHANDING OFFICERS 1919-1962

1919

15 JUN 1920
23 SEP 1921
L MAY 1922
JUL 1924
MAR 1925
JAN 1927
JUL 1928
JUL 1930
JUL 1931

4 Juy 1932
1 JUL 1933
JUL 1934

29 JUN 1935
SEP 1937
OCT 1939
1940

APR 1941

- MAY 1842
1 JUN 1942
DEC 1942
1943

1944

6 JUN 1945
18 JUL 1947
24 JUN 1948
27 JUL 1948
10 JUN 1950
- DEC 1951
DEC 1952
JAN 1954
APR 1955

10 APR 1957
-1 NOV 1957
19 JUN 1959
16 SEP 1960
16 DEC 1960
16 JAN 1962

Reference; NAVY DIRECTORTES

vFalh Historical File
Naval Aviation Historian






