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Fi ,gh te r  Squadron FOURTEEN serves 6 s  one of t w o  ca:::cier-b~rne k r 

~ - - ~ v 4 A  TOMCAT squadrons assigned to Carrier Jjiirwinq TEfREE, Its 
primary mission is t - ~  - V F ; ~ F O V ~ ~ ~  air q t . i ~ e r i . 3 r k t y  -_, f o r  the carx:eer 
baetle group and at-i:acheG- amphibious f ~ r c e s  operating ashore. 
Seca,.zdary missions include ~ t x i k e ,  grc~tznd a$t,3ck and close air 
z ; u p p a ~ t ,  The r u ~ r e r - t  ". - 

,4 , co~manding officer is CBB Jana-Lkan w ,  
r -I*, Snyder ,  c u r r e n t  executive o f f i c e r  is CDR EmmiZt B +  Dickens, wlfen 

ashore, FITRQN FOURTEEN is permanently based a-C NAS Oceana, 
'"6;7rgini8 Beach, Virginia, Emba~kad @ ~ p @ r a t i o n s  are -from QXS JOHM 
F ,  KENNEDY (CV-GT), Nine F-14A TOMCAT ai:ccraft  axe assigned w i ~ h  
tailcodes 'qAc Ixx, F 8  

2 ,  Tble f~%lawnny as a chronology s f  s i g n i f r c a n Z  events d u r i n g  
199%: 

03-14 FEE, TASS (TOMCAT Advanced S t r r k e  SylLsbusi '&.raining 
20 FEZ, ''COASTAL CARNAGE" A i rwing  Excercise 
2 0 - 2 9  FEB,  Qpe~ation "RADIANT AMETHYSTE4 ,AS FaLlo~, ItlV 
6 2 - 2 0  K A R ,  CARAIRWING THREE WEA2BNS DgT, XAS Failon, IGV 
01-15 APR, hEFTRA, CV-67, Che:cxp Pt Opzrea 
09-11 MAP, "'QCEAlG VENTURE" , Gherxy Pt Target Complex, 3C 
16-28 ?4WY, "'F?Lee$ Week", New York C i t y ,  NY 
12 JUE-13 BUG,  CQ&QT?JEX, CV-'" 9 i %G@XZO Rican [2paxea 
69-18 S E P ,  FLESTEX, C V - 6 7 ,  Cherxy 2-c Oparea 
67  OCT-31 QEG, t~Iedikerannean Deployment, C V - 6 7  
OE3-09 NOV, OperaZion ""MINOR MAIqQR" { ( T ~ n i s i a )  
13-19 NOV; Opexation "'SEAWIND" (Egypt) 
28-28  NOV, V~lkel Detachment ( b T e t h e r l a ~ d s )  
07-1Q DEC, @pezati~n 'eAZRpCAN EAGLE'' i Ivjorroco ) 

The TOPI-IATTERS began 199% I L 3 -  ashore at HAS Oceana undergcing 
t r a i n i n g  in prepara~isx: f o r  a fall 1992  deployment, Since it 
f i : c s t  en-Lered fL2et service, the F-14 h a s  had t h e  c a p a b i l i - t p  ts 
serve as a self-escorted strike-fighter, While not utilize6 i n  
the pas%, 1992  saw t h e  introductian of dedica2ed px-ogzams iZsw 
Altiku6e Training and TASS CKIkfCAT Advanced Strike SpLlszbzsff  ts 
hone these specific skiP%s, J a n u a r y  was spent t r a i n i n g  aircrew 
ic the low a f t i t u c 2 e / s t r i k e  env i ror i~aen t+  

In Feb~uaxy~ t h e  TOPHATTERS par-ii:icipated i n  TASS,  a two wsek 
exercise utilizing various low level navigation routes in 
c~njunction w i t h  bombing ranges  along the East coas t  t~ simulate 
both mediGm and lsng range strikes, Ths TOPMATTERS were able to 
use this t r a i n i n g  while hasting t h e  first '"oWST&L C$.EIil.&GE23 
ex@escise 0% &he year, Bp drawing pax$icipants from every  - CVW-3 
squadr~n, an& adversary ' F ~ r a p g e  a i r r ?  3asse-ks f VF-43 , T T 7 - 1 4  v f  

Led the airwing t h r o u g h  a ~imulated opposed strike into -the Dare 
complex, During this Caunty and Piney Island, N C ,  Taro-? 

period VF-14 a i r c r a f t  depfayee early ts MAS FaElsn i n  
s u p p o r t  sf Naval Space Command's Projec,L ''RADIANT AMETHYST,'' 

March saw a continuation of $he strike-fighter program 3 s  
the TOPHATTERS accampanied the airwing to l$&X FaLl~n, TGV, fo?: 
three pjeeks 3-f overland s$y - jRe  <re--- 

, , , ~ d ~ n ~ _ a g .  Hs.zy of $he newly 

E n c l  (1) 



:c@port@d aircrew were able have their f $ r s e  at 3- fully 
operational airwing along with t h e  multitude of t a r g e t  services 
the Fallsn Range canpkex could p r o v i d  ( E C M ,  bombs, guns, ACM), 
r7 ine 3 t r a i n i n g  cu lmina ted  w i t h  a day long simulated amphibious 
assault dztxing which a11 TOPMATTER aircrew were pushed to "'-  LAP^ 
limit while conduc$ing air superiority 2 n d  flexible close 
a i x  support missions4 

In. April, t h e  TOPFIATTEES made t h e i r  first 1992 de? %e ZSS 
rl Jokn 2 ,  Kecnedy ( C V - 6 7 1 ,  The t w o  week deployri~ent w2a ded%ca%ed 

to REFTRA (Refresher T r a i n i n g )  d u r r n g  which aircrew r e e s t a b l i s h s d  
T h e i r  earriex qualifications, AdditicnaEly, the squa5ron 
participated in Sparrow and SBdewinde~- rcissile shoots+ 

In May, VF-14 participated in t h e  joint services exercise 
'WQCAN V E N T U R E f h c o n - L ~ c i b u t i n g  two  days af s t r i k e s ,  close air 
suppox t  and air covex f o r  Marine farces in the Cherry at T a r g e E  
Cemplex, K C ,  Immediately fsSXowLng completion of OCEAN VE?qTUEE, 
the T3PWATTEWS embarked CV-67 enrsuee New Pork C i ~ y ,  Once in X e w  
Yerk ,  JFK participated in '"Fleet Week", a s i x  day upen house 
sffarding t h e  public a n  appsrtunitp $a gsk a personal look at 
both the a i r c r a f t  onboard ant2 the men who fly them+ 

3uring July and August! VF-14 deployed to the Caribbean Sea 
f ~ r  COkIPTUEX, This excerczse combined all aspects of naval 
pawer prs j ec t io r i  which. iccluded nppossd strikes into t h e  V'iequ.es 
T a r g e t  range as well as Sparxow, Sidewinder  and Thuenix missile 
shcots, While enjoying x brief rest in S t ,  Thcmas, USVH, &he 
TOPMATTERS underwent an emexgency r e c a l l  and  unscheduled 
deployment in response ta ongoing tensions w i t h  Iraq* Five days 
latex-, CV-67 was rscalled back to Zhe Cax-ibbean to zcmplete 
COKPTUEX t r a i n i n g ,  

The final t r a i n i n g  evolution p r i s ~  ts deployment Idas FEEETEX 
x h i c h  csnsisZed of ten days in September off  the caast of North 
Carolina, Operations consisted of strikes ashoxe and close a;r 
support f a r  t h e  sttached amphibious group, Upon saccessful 
completion, the SFR/CVW-3 tearn were ready fox* cruise, 

In Octaber, t h e  TOPBATTERS departed Eorf~Lk on the s t a r t  of 
a Mediterranean Deployment ,  Foll~wing an  eleven day trazsla~t' 
an2  ~ e l i e f  of USS Saratoga (CV-59)iCVW-17 Battle Group, 5 7 K  
immediately proceeded "., t h e  Wdriakic Sea in support o f  U l s i t w 5 .  
Nations ope ratio^ ""$rovide Promise" iz the dormer Yugsslavia* 

133ovember provided t h e  TOPHATTERS sevex-al chances to oxerzise 
with foreign zLs Farces. The first was a two 2ay operation 
~ E V T  IJ.L&OR MANOR9h$4th t h e  Tunisian Air Farce, Several DACT 

(dissimilaz air cambat t x a i c i ~ g )  missions and a W a ~ - ~ t - S e a  
exercise were executed, Mid-Novembex szw t h e  TOPHATTERS t z a v e l  
Zuxthe r  e a s t  f cr Cperation "SEWWLNDr ' ,  This consisted 2f seven 
days o f  airwing s t r ikes  into Sgyptiar i  ~ilitary airfieids ane  
6 ,Grget --, cmplexes ,  l a w  level navigation f l i g h t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  Sahara 

Desert, a i r  combat and I$~x--a$-Sez excsrcises w i t h  Xgygtxan 
a i rcx8f"c Uppo completion of '"SEAWIND"', three a i x r r a f t  dezachad 
f a  the Netherlands f o r  t e n  days  as pert af a MWTO-wide t x z i n i ~ g  
a- -yz   slutio ion, TQPHWTTER aircrew were ab le  2s campaxe arc2 evaluat~ 
t h e  t a c t i c s  and capabilities 0% our  n o r t h e r n  NATO a i l i e s ,  



The t r a i n i n g  cantini2ed in Decezber, this tims w i t h  the Ro-y3.l 
Moxoccan A i r  %orcf, Qpezzti~n "AFRICAN X A G L E ' b a w  a series af 
airwing strikes flown a g a i n s t  U i d i  Slimanei a Moroccan a i r f i e l d  
defended by both  RMAF and USXP assets ,  Additionally, ~ ~ u l ? i p I e  
low level soutss were flcwn through t h e  Atlas Mount~lns along the 
n a r t h e r n  coast, Once co%ple$e, two days  cf DACT were flown 
a g a i n s t  t h e  Spanish A i x  Fssce 6 s  CV-67' headed ~ o r t h ,  As .the pear 
caine to a close,  "kh VF-14 TOPHATTERS spszt t h e  Christmas H s l i d i a y  
season in MarsekLLe, France ,  

4 ,  The following is the operakional sux-irnary f o r  1 9 9 2 :  

DAY NIGI3T DAY NIGHT DAY X\S I GHT 
HOURS HOURS SORTIES SORTIES TR,qP S TRAPS 

FEB 106 13 7 0  8 0 0 

APR 288 28 1 3 9  33, 83, 31. 

HAP 171 20 108 20  68 10 

SUN 1 9 4  56 132 37 0 0 

SEP 250 6 5 143 58 110 42 

QCT 1 2 7  113 8 2  44 7 9 fj 7 


