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AIRCRAFT SCUUADRONS-BATTIJi FmET 

After  s e v e r a l  weeks a t  anchor i n  San Pedro Harbor, t h e  
SARATOGA got underway f o r  t r a i n i n g  f o r  Short  Range B a t t l e  P rac t ioe  
t o  be f i r e d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  the  f i r s t  of July.  The l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
May, Commander Kenneth Vhit ing,  who has been Executive O f f i c e r  
o f  the  sh ip  s inoe her  commissioning, was r e l i e v e d  by Commander 
4.C.ReaB. Commander Whiting's new duty i s  s e n i o r  a i d e  t o  
Commander Ai ro ra f t  Squadrons, B a t t l e  El6et .  Commander Vhit ing 
has been s e l e c t a d  f o r  promotion t o  Captain and all hands w i l l  
r e j o i c e  i n  h i s  we l l  deserved promotion on 1 July.  

On June 3d a T4M which had been assembled and made ready 
on board, was flown t o  San Diego and de l ivered  to  Torpedo and 
Bombine; Squadron Die-B. This i s  the second plane of t h i s  type 
which has boen assambled on board an8 dolivored t o  t h i s  squadron. 
A t h i r d  has boen assenblod but has n o t  y e t  been t e s t ed .  During 
the week 02U p l a n ~ s  were based a t  the Reserve A i r  Base a t  Long 
Beach, and various l o e a l  and admin i s t r a t ive  f l i g h t s  w e r e  made by 
the s h i p ' s  personnol, Sevoral n igh t  f l i g h t s  were a l s o  made, 
Two seaplanes wore opera ted  from the sh ip  during tho week. Orders 
have boen recoivod f o r  tho hol ivcry  of an 0L8 f r o n  U t i l i t y  Squadron 
18 t o  tho sh ip ' s  u t i l i t y  detachment. This plane is being 
assignoh the  detachment f o r  use as a plane guard when l imi tod  
deck operat ions ar6 oonductad, and the  use of a d e s t r o y e r - o r  o the r  
surfaao a r s f t  f o r  such a purposc viould bc uneconomioal. -It i s  
a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  it w i l l  prove of consiacrable  value i n  thire 
r e spec t ,  ~ n d  a l s o  i n  numerous o thor  ways, p a r t i c u l s r l y  as a 
t r anspor t  plane i n  handling personnol botwecn the s h i p  and San 
Diago, 

b 

On the  6 th  and 7 th ,  the SARATOGA t a m  defca ted  .the 
aubmarino Divis ionsf  baseba l l  team i n  the  first games i n  the 
o f f i c i a l  soriss t o  deaido the  Group B chsiapiodship, the  Submarina 
Divisions having been tho San Diego Area champions, and t h e  
SARATOGA team t h o  winners i n  the  San Pedro area.  The fol lowing . 
week the SARATOGAts t o m  twice plsyed the  CWIIFORITIAts team and 
l o s t  both games. 
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Thz LEXINGTON was n t  cnchor a t  Szn Pc&ro, cngsged i n  
r O U t i ~ ~  d r i l l s  and upkeep. 2:zjoy o v e r h ~ u l  of  s cvc ra l  T41,as 
has been un&ortnken snG i s  pl 'ogrossing snt,icfr,ctolaily. A i r  

of f  ~ C G ~ S  comenced &r.ily ra6i.o zllo spo t t ing  d r i l l s  
with the sh ip ,  operat ing t ~ o  0231 i sac<~l-a~i~s  from the  Long Beach 
MunicipEl k i rporz  in 2rtpnration f o r  t i l ~  &lip s Long Range B a t t l e  
przctice. Drills hevc b c c a  h t l d  both  rritil t he  planes i n  the a i r  

v v i t h ~ ~ t .  An arrsngonent was nadc *i!hershy t h e  -condi t ions of 
e i r c r a f t  s y o t t  ir:? mi,;l?.t be VCYY closely simulated on 

board. F l i g h t  sock : t i t e r s  tic;ns have b c c ~  oomplctcd and t e s t e d  
Vith sG , t i s f : l c to r j~  i ' i ~ 7 i i l i t E 3 ,  r.r,d 311 p i l o t  j '-ssyc given b 0  
rcfresiler l ' -~r~fiings on boerd. Thc A i r  Dcpar tnent  has been engzgeg 
in rout ine rep(3irn and ~ g k e c p  work an& 1 0 ~ x 1  f li::!:ts were made 
in t h e  s h i 2 ' s  U t i l i t y  p1~*11~s.  

On June 5, Corunnnder J. H. I-Ioovcs r epor t ed  as the  
LUINGTOK' s Executive O f f  i c e l ,  re l ie i r ing  Conmandcr 17hite who w a s  
detached on Julie 6t!1. 

Thc L;INSLSY wcs be r thcd  i a l t  t ho  NavaI Air S t a t i o n  dock a t  
Sari Diego, Gr.lifcir;aiR, engzged in m c h i n c r y  o v o r h ~ u l ,  upkeep 
and rout ine  d r f l l s ,  

Tho fJiOOSTOOK t r anspor t ea  p e r s  onno 1 an& m a t e r i a l  of $he 
Observation Wing from .Sari Pedro t o  San Diego, where F l e e t  a i r c r a f t  
units are  gatheyicg i n  p repc ra t ion  f o r  the summer concent ra t ion  
period. 

Tile F ighJ~ ing  :i!ing continued grcpRroti .on f o r  f i r i n g  of 
gunnery p r a c t i c e s .  On May 31s t ,  F i ~ , h t i n g  Squadron Throe-3 f i r e d  
its Formation i3r~ttlc- Pri.,ct,ice >To. 2;  i n  t h i s  p :? .c t ice  s p e c i a l  
nention is  rmde of the  shoot ing ?;one by Lie11.tonsnt (36) G o A e T .  
?as tiburn, 

~ i a . ' . t *  r e  -. SGIJ sdron I-B fired record  Formation 
Battle P r a c t i c e  80. 2: O%this t'ate t h r c c  pl-,nus of t h a t  s q u ~ d r o n  
mado a c ross  country f li,:kt t o  LOS BNG~TATS, r e t u r n i n g  the  ncxt  

~ h c  Cor-:rz~~&inz O f f i  c e r  oT Figi i t lng squadron ZR, with t h r e e  
ofTicers  or. that  squ~ i l ron  a l s o  f l ew TO LOS ~ P N G X L E S , = ~ ~  

During the  week, F ight ing  Squsdroil ZB commenced r e h c s r s s l  
Of experinent~~?. i  boljoing O i l  r. f z s t  towed t s ~ g s t .  The f i r s t  t h r e c  
days a t n r g c t  or1 50raer. F i e l d  was used, Tho next t w o  dzys,  t w o  
targets  towed by two d e s t r o y e r s  were used w i t h  vcry  s a 3 i s l r c t o r y  
resulte. During tho f i r s t  $ n ~ - t - o i  $he i~ ; ek  F ight ing  S q 3 a L r ~ n  3B 
boinb-ed a t  f ixcd tergcts .on Otsy llesr, F i e l d ,  an&, thc  1 s t - t e r  p a r t  
Of the  week, t a r g e t s  were t o v ~ h  by d e s t r o y e r s  an& t h i s  s q ~ a d r o n ,  
whi le  the  renzinder of t h e  F igh t ing  l i n g  rc;hearse& f o r  t h e  
E x ~ ~ r i n e i ~ t a l  I30nbii2g P r a c t i c e  t o  be hold June 12th. F igh t ing  




