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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY
ATTACK SQUADRON FIFTEEN

IN REPLY REFER TO:
FPO NEW YORK 09501 VA15/26/SPB:ck

5750
‘ . Ser 73
4 MAR 1971

From: Commanding Officer, Attack% Squadron FIF'J.'EEN
To: Chief of Naval Operations (OP-05D2)

Subj: OPNAV Report 5750-1
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12A

Encl: (1) Brief chronology for 1970
(2) Narrative history for 1970
(3) Roster of officers
(4) Roster of enlisted men :
(5) Photographs of CDR R. B. BRISTOL and CDR D. D. BROWN
(6) Biographies of CDR R, B. BRISTOL and CDR D. D. BROWN

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures hrough 6 are submitted.
R. B. BRISTOL

Copy to:
Director of Na¥al History (OP-O9B9)




ATTACK SQUADADN FIFTE.N
Brief Chronmology - 1970

February =---- VA~15 pilota participated in a CAAV.X on 19 and 20 February.

 Mapgh e=———ew= On 1 March, LT F. J. VILEY was killed when his alrcraft
struck the water dur a night CCA recoverys The ROOSEVELF
- eressdeciked with the FORR STAL and nine "Valion" pilots were
. gent to the FOLIZITAL on a Carrier Qualification basis on
- 35 Marche VA-15 fiew strikea on a simulated target off
Cyprus during CHAPERON, a jofms US/UK exercise on 11 and 12
March, Search and strike missioms wore flown by VA=15 -
during MINE - RATIOHAL\QEEK, amtmwnm
m&m _

faoce surveillianoe exercise began an 4
- flew highly suocessful search and
the 3 day exereise, A Combat Readi=
‘ ’ e was condusted on 20 April, Exercise
Qu:lehﬁrw on the 213%# and a CAAVEX on the 22nd,

April, and vn-:.s pno
. 8%rike migsions

May M,v;:Fli{;ht opamatiom con#imn with TRANSITEX/PHIDMK conducted
ST 50 lay., VAel5 flew highly suacessful sitrikes on simmlated

. %axgets in Spain in ise POOPDECK, 1820 May, The "Valiena"
flev strike missions - eimlated targets in Frame in

JUDB werwompmma .".D!ﬁ.'i.ng mrciaa DAWN - ATBOL, 10w]l2 June, VA=l5 flew combat
AR e support of and against Italian forces.
. dron participated in a Combat Readiness
"Aasessmnt Exercise and in a MISSLEX on 24 Jnne,
July Mm ’L'he "Valiona" flew strikes on simlated targets in Tarkey
IR ' . during SHAHBAZ XVI, 5«7 July, SHAHBAZ XVI was the last exerw
gise of the ocruise, On 19 July, the ROUSSVELT sailed to
- Polensa Bay for with the USS INDIPENDINC: (CVA=62),
20-27 July was spent transit to Mayport, Florida, The
"Yalions® flew off the ROUSZIVIIT on 26 July and returned to
‘Gwn Fieldy Floriﬂa.

£ m%& month of Augustfuqs devoted %o a well doserved standedown,

aboYy =we- The firat of Saptambe s was "Back in the Saddle" for VA=15.
' ' ' Extersrive flight tiors and ground ¢raining prevailed
$hroughout the monthe

00tobey wmwwws  Intensive training sontimuesd in anticipation of the upsoming
R - ghakedown cruise off the Fiorida coast. On 19 Ogtober, VA«lH
departed layport, ha!;%:du: vith Attack Carrier Air VVing SIX
- FTowr a four weck oruise aboard USS FRANKLIN D.
 ROGSEVILT (CVA~42)e
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VA«15 remained aboard ‘he ROOSEVALT until 19 November, and

‘then returned to NAS Ceeil Fiokd, nmzow.-zmm
pilots attended the Tailheok Convention in Las Vegns, Nevada,

The remxindsr of Nevember was spent in preparation for the

ADMAT Imspection sched!}led for early December

L

‘The ADMAT Insvection conducted 3=5 December. Flight

operations and ground training contimmed in earncst after
the inspeetion in ovaration for the Mediterrumean Cruise
wheduled for Jamary.
On Jannary 15th, VA«l5 rmd aboard the ROOSEV P, ROOSIVELP
salled 18 Jamaxy from lMayport, Florida and operated off the

Florids goast until 22 Jamary when she refurmed to Mayport.

After s brisf standedown, the ROOSEVILT sajled fronm Mayport
m29Jamaryw1thA‘ktapkcmierAir‘ﬁngSIxm

On 1 Pebruary the ROOSIVELP was operating in the Fleet Atlantie

Veapons Range in the Caribbean. The ORI was eonductsd om 8-10

February and the ROOSEVELT deployed to the lMediterwanesn on

February Nth, e mis*v.,m inohopped at Rota, Spain on 18
a’bruaq

*
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Squedron %

The USS ¥ “Rnxzx,m Do ROCSETILY (CVA
TA-15 pilcis pwrl.icipa

February 14th.
Turing 'Lhe CAAUEX?, %he ROOSEVELY and
lated siriken against cach other.
the 21st, sailed on the 261k, and oon
madsding two deyw in Peheuaiy.

DR
oy
~42) sniled Crom Valeobta, Maliz m

irad in 2 CLAWEE on the 19th and 20ih.
5 FOR ESTAL (CVA-59) flew simm-

ROG mm pit into Scuds Bay, Crote on

ted Tiight oparations for the ree

The "¥alioma® flew 554 houwre, 271 scrties,

and made 255 landings sboard the PO 3“‘:‘{1? LT daring Fobruary.

3

On 1 b’h’fﬂh; LT ¥Fo Jo VILET was ki
doring a night CCA racovery.

on 3 March, and oroge-decked with the

oy Yo the FORRISTAL on a Cayrisr Qmelificasisa besis.

tha experisnce of working from a lax
and 21 night tvaps, BROCSIVELT sailed
operations on the }ﬁh» and held a saf

ROOSEVEL

made a port oull o Taranto, Italy
AN Eu"’im

q ied vher his aircrafd stmek the watsr

Hine "Valion™ pilois were

. The squadroen gained
r enrrier plua oblaining 5% day traps

on the Sth of llarch, condunted flight

Yy stand-doun on the 1Cth, VA-1%

flew strikes on & simuisted target off Cyprus during CIETERGE, a joint

go Si\
Greeasz‘bha 14th through the 19%h, and
Vi~15 flew search and strike misaions
surveillawce exercise on 22 March.
Athens, Grecce. The "Vaiions®
arrested landings during Haxch.

Apeil commeng
NATICK:LY, WESKE Vi, a surface survelll
VA«1% p.amtts Tiew nignly suoeessiul 8
3 éey exercise.
for a nine day a2tay.
& Combat Readinsss Assessment Exercis

on the 218%, and o CAAVEY on the 22nd.

Moy at Nap},em T4sly. Vield pilots 1

161 arrested lanlinge during the monk

Turing %‘m fzmt wee
TEE/EATBLFY conducied 5 : g May. The
an appc:sec}. tfaz*sii.“ of Fremch and T8,
s8sualt landing. The “Talion” pilots

gupport rolesy

ROUSIVILD et into Follensa Bay f£o

flew highly sue
POOFDECK, 18 =~ 20 llay.
contimed with DATEX,
lated bavgets in Frexce,
Thws "Velioms® f{av ZE
landings.

LCOSEVELT rof
X e B
% aoriiss in May,

e’

e BOOSUTELT sailed from Cannes on 2

%hz*ongh th fives week in June.
day and eontimmed flight operations on

the aguadron flaw combat alr support m‘#s} gieikes in SURPDOYL

U. K. ezopcige on 11 and 12 March,

&d with ROUSEVRLT i

ROOSEVEIR made a parv i

capaful striles against
After 4 daye i
in vhich the "Val

RGOSL‘E;.L"‘ v inte Lovo Santy, Sardinia for
During etercize JAVE IATROL,
of and &mms*t

ROOGEVELY was inpart at Salonika,
contducted flidht operatioms on the 20uh,
during pE8Y ¥AYIOBEAL WELE, a surface

The last days in March vere spent in
Thenr 25

9 aorties logging 455 hours and 260

Ling fron Athens, Gigese cm 2 &pri.w
36 *e%l’.'f“H sc, begax on 4 April, and
ezl and etrike missions foring the

el ab Peims ds ¥allores on 10 April

Ager Palma, fiight opsrations continued in earnest wih

(c‘ﬁﬂ} SN th& 2@!4..19 m n*mise Q.rnf.a}? ‘3 ?
ROCSHEVELT was inpors 2% Apeil ~ %

gad H32 hours on 170 sorbties aund made
of ﬁ.:@ s..:!.‘»
in lMay, fiig ’-r:: gperaticns conbimed with a TFAIEL

& parpese ol this exergise vas to condvod
‘fem sn. and Lo supnoet an anphibicns
gadnnd vslusble tredning in cloge afx

i the perdiod of I « 16 May. VA~13
givlated targets in Spain in emercise
v Cannern. Frange, £ight oparationsg
tong® £lew givike missiors agninst singe
turpsd to Camnez on 29 May for § daye,
logring A9 howmrs and made 307 warrier .

o
e

June. Fligit opersitione continged

3
8 Jaue.
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Italian forces, Afier a one day stay in Naples, ROOSEVELT oonducted £light

operations for four daye and spent 20 June in transit to Athems, Grecce far

2 days inport. On 23 Jue, the s on participated in a Coiibat Readiness

Aggesament exerciso and in a KIZSiTX on 24 June. The last five days in June

vere inport at Rhodes, Grerce, The "Valions" flew 245 sorties, and logred
499 hours, and made 228 arrested L during June,

ROVSEV.ILT salled from Rhodes on 5 July, and the "Valions" flew strikes
on simlated targets in Turkey during SHAHBAZ XVI, the last exercise during
the cruise, whioh ended on T July. e 11th of July was spent in transit
with o three day port call at Naples. ROUSIV.LY conducted Might operations
15 July and sailed to Pollemsa Bay for turnover with US; INDE.ENDINCE (CVA~62)
on 19 July. The ROUSEVHELT was in ¢ it across the Atlantic from 20«29 Juna,
The "Valions" flew off the ROJSEVILL on 26 July and returned to Cecil Field,
Florida. During July, the squadron flew 134 sortiss, made 147 arrested
landings, and logged 267 hours. 1

The momth of Anguat was devoted t aetand-dm Members of the squadron
who weren't on: I.eama ferryed aircraft ‘to PAR at NA3 Jacksomville. The squadron
logzed 4.8 bm:m on T sorties during AP@st@

Septexber ﬁrst was "Back inthe de«.‘ile“ for Vi=lS, Extensive flight opes-
ations prevailed throughout the momth with the sguadron logring 502 hours

on 346 sorties. The squadron {lew competitive exercises in laydowm, 45 degree
bormbing, and strafing. Extensive e;p:md training was conducted on aircraft
and weapons sratens

During October the squadron eomenbed Field Carrier Landfng Practice (FCLP)
in anticipation of the upcoming shakedown cxrnise off the coast of Florids,
On 19 October , VA-15 departed Hayport, Floride with Attack Carrier Afir Ving
SIX for a four week shakedown cruise afroard US. FRANKLIN D. ROISZVELT (CVA-42),
The "Valions" flew strike missionu ag t simnlated targets in Florida and
also participated in competitive exercises of OFS and loft bombing. The
gggadron oggea 297 hours on 245 qom-tips and made 245 arrested landings aboard

SEVELT »

Vi=15 ramai.ned aboard ROOSEV SLT 11 19 Hovember and roh:.rned to Ceecil
Field, Florida,  November 20th tirough 22nd, ten "Valion" pilots attended the
Tailhook Convention in Las Vegas. Nevada, The remainder of November comsisted
of extensive pmynzatiom for the wpo ADIAT Inspection in Decomber. The
"Yalions" logged 453 hours on 283 sortlies and made 150 landings aboard ROOSE=
VELT.

The AZDHAT Insneetmn was conducted 3«5 December, Following the inspection,
£light operations Yegan in earnest in preparation for the ilediterranean Cruise
scheduled for Jamary. The squadron flew FCLPs and extonsive training was con-
ducted in close aiy smpport, coordinated strikes, aud night bombing. There
vers two leave merioda, 15-28 Decembor and 28 December to 11 Jamary. Flight
ope ations contimmed through thése pericds as well as proeparations for boarding
the ROOSEVILT., ’ﬁ‘ne squadron logaed 34? hours on 173 sorties in Decembar.

On Jamm 15‘:‘311, Vi-1l% moved aboard the ROJSIVILT. The ROQIEVILT sailed
from Mayport, #iorida on the 18th of J and operated off the Florids
coast until the 22n8 of Jamary, when shs returned to Mayport. After a lrief
stand-down, ROCSEVELT saiied from Mayport om 29 Jamuary with Attack Carrier Air

-fmtw ME (2)




Wing SIX embarked. Thcsguaﬂronloggn&hﬂﬁhmemzﬁsorﬁumﬁm
116 wrrested landings during Jamary.

Pebruary commenced with the ROOSEVELT operating in the Fleeot Atlantic
VWeapons Range in the Caridbean, Extensive training was confucted in prepa=-

ration for the ORI, The ORI was conduoted 8-10 FPebruary and ROOSEVELY? de-
played to the Mediterranean on Febiuary Ilth. After a very smooth Atlantic
orcasing, ROOSSVELT inchopped at Rota; Spain on 18 February. Flight opera~
nmmmatwremmmnoosmmmammu

Palus d¢ Malloren on 26 February for ‘Fmport. The squadron legged
bfiy

398 hours on 222 sorties and made 217 ted 1a .Mudingtho
192,0004h landing aboaxd ROOSIVIR by
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