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Command History 
F igh te r  Squadron 201 

1974 

Chronology: 

F igh te r  Squadron 201- has  been under t h e  l eader sh ip  of 
Commander P.  J. S M I T H  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  year of 1974. 

January - February Began 2 week deployment t o  Tyndall AFB 
Flor ida .  AK2 PIPER received Navy 
Commendation Medal. Supported Operation 
S i l v e r  Throat,  an A t l a n t i c  f l e e t  exerc ise .  

March - Apri l  Second week of Tyndall exe rc i se .  Won f i r ' s t  
p lace  i n  s t a t i o n  v o l l e y b a l l  matches. 

May - June Supported CVW-7 e x e r c i s e s ,  LANT REDEX 
support .  APso served a s  t a r g e t s  f o r  Task 
Group Combat Systems exerc i se  a t  NAS Oceana, 
Virg in ia .  

J u l y  - August Ten day deployment t o  Canadian Forces Base, 
Cold Lake, Alber ta ,  Canada f o r  ACM a g a i n s t  
t h e  CF-104. 

September - October Navy Achievement Medal awarded t o  XN2 
SMOLINSKI. Two weeks annual a c t i v e  duty 
with CVWR-20 a t  NAS Fa l lon ,  Nevada. Trained 
i n  STRAFE, ACM and STRIKE e s c o r t .  Supported 
SRU-1111  c r u i s e  from 2 1  October t o  3 November. 

November - December Sent 75 men t o  Mayport f o r  F i r e f i g h t i n g  School 
aboard DC-9. Squadron won 1st p lace  i n  
s t a t i o n  f o o t b a l l .  

ENCLOSURE (1 ) 



Command History 
Fighter  Squadron 201 

1974 

1974 was a year of b e l t  t i gh ten ing  f o r  t h e  Naval Reserves and 
VF-201. I n f l a t i o n  teamed with a  lack  of appropr ia t ions  meant 
t h a t  as Reserves wh had t o  s t r e t c h  our t r a i n i n g  d o l l a r s  even 
f u r t h e r  o r  s a c r i f i c e  our readiness .  By demanding and receiving 
more f n m  each ind iv idua l  member of t h e  Squadron, VF-201 
maintained i t s e l f  i n  a  high s t a t e  of t r a i n i n g  while meeting 
t h e  s t r i n g e n t  requirements placed on it t o  hold down c o s t s .  

From t h e  24th of February t o  t h e  9 th  of March t h e  BOOMERS 
of VF-201 were deployed t o  Tyndall AFB, Flor ida .  The f i r s t  
week of t h e  c r u i s e  cons is ted  of a i r - to-ahr  banner gunnery. 
Over 9600 rounds of 20mm T.P. ammunition were expended a t  
13 banners. Over 80 s o r t i e s  were flown and a  compex was 
held with VC-13 providing an observer .  

The second week was spent  i n  Diss imi lar  A i r  Combat ~ a n e u v e r i n g  
a g a i n s t  USAF F-106's of t h e  4757th A.D.S. I n t e rcep to r  Weapons 
School. Also during t h i s  week severa l  high speed low l e v e l  
navigat ion rou tes  were flown. A l l  p i l o t s  had a  chance t o  f l y  
on t h e  P i n e c a s t l e  E lec t ron ics  Warfare range u t i l i z i n g  both 
a c t i v e  and pass ive  ECM equipment. This  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime 
a  Navy o r  Marine Reserve Squadron had ever c ru ised  a L l o t h e r  
than  a  Navy o r  Marine A i r  S t a t i o n .  

Beside t h e  valuable  ACM t r a i n i n g  t h e r e  w e r e  d a i l y  AOM's 
covering a i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  e l e c t r o n i c  warfare ,  d i s s i m i l a r  
ACM t a c t i c s  and Tyndall course r u l e s .  The c r u i s e  was highly 
successfu l  and co-operation with t h e  A i r  Force was e x c e l l e n t .  

I n  January of 1974 AK2 PIPER was presented t h e  Navy Commendation 
Medal. A let ter of  commendation accompanied t h e  award. Also 
i n  January t h e  Squadron s e n t  a i rc rews and a i r c r a f t  t o  t h e  Eas t  
c o s t  t o  support  an A t l a n t i c  f l e e t  exe rc i se  c a l l e d  Operation 
S i l v e r  Throat.  

I n  March w e  f in i shed  up t h e  Tyndall c r u i s e  and a l s o  managed a  
f i r s t  p l ace  i n  t h e  Vol leybal l  championship staged by NAS Ba l l a s .  
The Squadron continued i t s  winning ways i n  a t h l e t i c s  throughout 
t h e  year.  
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The months of May and June were spent at NAS Dallas doing 
regular squadron training and supporting Navy fleet exercises. 
In May it was CVW-7 exercise LANT REDEX support. In June it 
was task group combat systems exercise. Both of these 
operations involved sending aircraft and pilots to the East 
coast for use as bogey and target aircraft while fleet ships 
got additional training in Air Intercept and Fleet defense. 

On the morning of August 18th two C-118's lifted off the 
runway at NAS Dallas to begin the first ever cruise for a 
Navy Reserve Fighter Attack Squadron outside CONUS or the 
Commonwealth of the United States. Approximately ten hours 
later VF-201 arrived aboard Canadian Forces Base, Cold Lake, 
Alberta, Canada to begin a Canadian cruise that was to be 
the most enjoyable of the year, eight Squadron aircraft, 
all but two of the squadron's pilots and apporximately 
sixty men deployed to Canada. The primary mission was 
Dissimilar ACM with the CF-104 and this was an outstanding 
success. While the Canadian pilots of the 4&7th T.F.S. 
were limited in ACM experience they were eager to learn 
and rapidly picked up on what was happening: 

As hosts they tended to put Southern hospitagity to shame 
by providing us with dinner invitations, parties at their 
Officers' Club and fishing trips to a lake where they were 
really biting. Athletic honors were divided about evenly 
with VF-201 taking the baseball game and the 417th T.F.S. 
winning the broomball game played on a hockey rink. 

After returning from Cold Lake the squadron spent approximately 
a month in Dallas getting re-acquainted with family and friends 
and then packed up for it's annual two weeks of active duty 
with the Air Wing at Fallon, Nevada. On 27 September, YN2 

 was awarded the Navy Achievement Medal 
and two days later the squadron was pointed toward Fallon. 

After the usual headaches with billeting, every body found 
a place to sleep and the next morning bright and early the 
lectures began. Briefs on course rules, targets and ACM 
rules of engagement highlighted this period. Strafe and 
Dissimilar ACM were the most important events for the Fighters 
and VF-201 did well in both. All pilots compexed and three 
E's and eight quals were awarded. VF-43 and their TA-4's 
provided an adversary in ACM and due to limited build up 
sorties, only two pilots compexed but both these pilots 
qualified. 
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During t h e  s h o r t  weekend l i b e r t y  many squadron members took 
advantage of t h e i r  t ime t o  t r y  t h e i r  l k k  a t  t h e  t a b l e s .  
Then it was back t o  wbrk f o r  another week. The squadron 
experienced i t s  only acc ident  while a t  Fal lon.  LT  

 was engaged i n  an ACM hop when he not iced t h e  nose 
landing gear  ind ica t ing  unsafe.  Exhausting a l l  emergency 
procedures t o  no a v a i l ,  LT  made an emergency landing.  
LT  received no i n j u r i e s  and t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
revealed m a t e r i a l  f a i l u r e  a s  t h e  cause of t h e  acc ident .  

SAMX and ECM t r a i n i n g  were a l s o  conducted which gave every 
p i l o t  i n  t h e  squadron a chance t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  experience.  
After  r e tu rn ing  t o  Dal las ,  October 11 th  t h e  squadron per- 
formed i t s  d r i l l  weekend and supported SRU-1111 on i t s  c r u i s e  
&rom 2 1  October t o  3 November. 

I n  November our Canadian F igh te r  P i l o t s  paid u s  a v i s i t  
br inging 12 p i l o t s  and s i x  a i r c r a f t  t o  NAS Dallas  f o r  a 
weekend. They were t r e a t e d  t o  t o u r s  of t h e  LTV p l a n t ,  
Dal las  and p a r t i e s  each n igh t  of t h e i r  s t ay .  

December was a r a t h e r  busy month with t h e  Christmas hol idays 
but  t h e  squadron d i d  f i n d  t i m e  f o r  t h e  r egu la r  weekend d r i l l s .  
Also approximately 75 men were s e n t  aboard a DC-9 t o  Mayport, 
F l o r i d a  f o r  f i r e f i g h t i n g  school.  I n  December t h e  squadron 
played t h e  f i n a l  f o o t b a l l  game of t h e  season t o  g ive  them 
t h e  championship of NAS Dallas. 

I n  summary t h e  squadron experienced a g r e a t  year i n  terms 
of t r a i n i n g  a c c h p l i s h e d  with a v a i l a b l e  a s s e t s .  The 
maintenance a v a i l a b i l i t y  has  been exce l l en t .  Serv ices  were 
provided i n  support  of F l e e t  a c t i v i t i e s  and each p i l o t  was 
managed t o  meet h i s  currency requirements. 
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