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1. Reserve Fighter Squadron Two Zero One operates as part of Carrier A i r  Wing 
Reserve Twenty (CVWR-20). VF201 was carrPMnded by CDR Stan D. Graber u n t i l  Jun 1985 
and is now cannanded by CDR David F. Palmer. 

2. 1985 saw VF-201 continue to deploy a t  an unprecedented rate.  his pace 
required each individual to reach deep for  that added drive and dedication. VF-201 
was never a t  a higher state of readiness than when e canpleted our two weeks 
annual ICDuTRA onboard the USS M G H T  D. EISENHOWER (CVN-69) i n  September. 

3. Roosevelt Roads, Puerto R i m ,  2-11 February 1985: Primary purpose of t h i s  
deplaymentwas to f l y  training missions with other CVWR-20 units;  additionally, 
the squadron conducted AIM-7 and AIM-9 missile shoots. For t h i s  deployment VF-201 
canceived and planned two major exercises, a Long Fkqe Intercept and a Point 
Defense scenario. Both were extremely successful. Uti l iz ing CVWR-20 tanker asse ts  
and E-2 control, VF-201 a i r c r a f t  flew over 1000 nautical miles to intercept bogey 
aircraft and return the same distance. On the Point Defense exercise, VF-201 and 
VF-202 a i r c r a f t  successfully defended ta rge ts  from incoming CVWR-20 raiders. The 
Hunters also used the Rosey Roads missile range to expend AIM-7 and AIM-9 missiles 
against ta rge t  drones. 

4. DAC'r Deployment, NAS Miramar 1-16 March 1985: Primary purpose of t h i s  
deployment was b part ic ipate  i n  exercise "Rising Fighter", conducted by 
CCME'ITAEXWINGPAC to develop F-14 *tics against numerous high-speed, l owleve l  
FUlGQ3-type bogies. I n  addition, ACT sorties against x-13 and VF-126, and 
so r t i e s  on the China Lake M Range e r e  also flown. A l l  Rising Fighter missions 
were flown on the Yuma TACE range, w i t h  VF-201 receiving g rea t  praise  f ran  
OQMFITABWlNXjAC for  outstanding performance as m. 

5. Carrier Qualifications, 16-24 June 1985: VF-201 ca r r i e r  qualified aboard USS 
AMERICA (CV-66) i n  preparation for AClUlWi i n  September. Overall squadron 
performance w a s  superb, as evidenced by: (1) a 100% boarding rate - zero bolters; 
(2) w e r a l l  squadron average of 3.36; and (3) all squadron pilots except one 
qualified,  with one SAU a d  two CVWR-20 pilots also qualifying. 

6. Exercise Sea Saw, H i l l  AFB, 20-27 Ju ly  1985: VF-201 deployed with eight  
a i r c r a f t  to H i l l  AFB to part ic ipate  i n  an A i r  Force readiness/training exercise. 
Missians f l m  were all l a rge  scale s t r i k e  and air defense scenarios. The intense, 
detai led planning required for  each mission prwided invaluable training for  all 
crews. The presence of KC-135 assets allowed all participating crews to renew 
the i r  tanker quals. Additionally, a l l  crews worked with A i r  Force AWACS for  
camrand and control. 



7. Annual m, USS EISFNHOWW (CVN-69) , 9-18 September 1985: Primary purposes 
of t h i s  highly successful detachment were to t ra in  VF-201 personnel i n  all aspects 
of carrier operations, and b integrate f l i g h t  operations with other CVWR-20 uni ts  
and USS EISEWWEX (-69). Squadron readiness imprwed tremerdously i n  air-to- 
air warfare, electronic warfare, a i r  refueling, and ocmbined A i r  Wing strikes. 
Highlighting t h i s  de-hment were several special operatians including Vector  
Lmic, Chainsaw Intercepts, and War-AtSea scenarios. While at  sea VF-201 f l e w  
95.3% of hours scheduled and 185 sorties, accumulating 10 carrier touckand-goes 
and 135 arrested landings. 

8. MIS Oceana, 28 Ocbber - 8 Nwember : During t h i s  d e t a c h n t  VF-201 d u c t e d  
training i n  banbilkg, low-level navigation, DWI', lowto-high supersonic intercepts, 
data l ink,  and day/night aerial refueling. Two or three TAL)TS range periods per 
day were used, as well as the Dare County c a n v e n t i d  target  fac i l i ty .  MK-76 and 
MK-82 p r ~ t i a e  banbs were expended with both mical and snakeye fins.  The 
highlight of t h i s  detar=hment was m i n i n g  law-level s t r i k e ,  baabing, inf l ight  
refueling, and DXX a l l  in to  me mission. Squadron aircrews also fought the KE'IR 
adversary for the f i r s t  t b .  

9. NAS Miramar, 29 Navennber - U December: Primary mission of the f i r s t  wleek was 
MISSILM; Hunter aircrews f i red  four -7s and three AIM-gs, earnilkg 14 CCMPM E s  
and four Qs. O m  AIM-9 was a harrgfire. The second week was devoted to DACC on the 
Yuma TXTS range and i n  -271 PAPA areas. 

10. I n  addition to these seven major detachments, a W-201 aircrew carp?leted the 
Navy Fighter Weapans School ground and f l i g h t  syllabus f ran 3 March - 5 April. 
This intense program has rened squadron expertise in  the latest Navy tactical 
thinking i n  all aspects of the fighter mission. 

11. Safety - Fighter Squadron 201 has proven tha t  an aggressive safety program 
enhances canbat reidiness and i n  fact ,  neither can be obtained without the other. 
The operational envirornrent of changing missions and locations, requires a 
continual carmard errq.jasis m safety. VF-201 recently demonstrated the ab i l i ty  to 
meet t h i s  ever changing challenge by the a t ta inrent  of 3 years and 10,000 hours of 
accident f ree  operations. Unfortunately, W-201 did experierrce an accident on 30 
April 1985, e r e n t l y  caused by material fai lure.  Although o f f i c i a l  absolution 
has not been granted, we are  h c p f u l  that it w i l l  be forthcaning. The emphasis on 
safety i n  the total mission mcept continues to enhame the mission capabili ty of 
the squadron. 

12. A s  we look back m 1985 we can be just i f iably proud of our accuiplishments. 
I n  addition to all our deployments on land VF-201 made twi major CV deplayments, 
me cnboard the USS AMERICA (CV-66) and one onbmrd the USS EISFWglWW (CVN-69) for 
A i r  Wing operations. During these depluyments VF-201 amassed 233 arrested landings 
and 40 touckand-goes without mishap. I n  addition it provided our maintenance 
personnel both reserve and active with invaluable realistic training, significantly 
enhancing our overall readiness. Even though our accident f ree  f l i g h t  hour streak 
ended our ormnittment to safety remains stronger than ever. The Hunters amassed 
the following statistics during 1985: 

a. 103% of FY85 f l i g h t  hour program flown 

b. Deployed to 7 sites 

c. Amassed 233 carrier l a d i n g s  without incident 



Subj : CXBMAND HISPDRY 

1985 was a year VF-201 demnstrated i t ' s  superior mobilization and deployment 
readirress by performirq superbly i n  the carrier envirormrrnt for which we train year 
r o w .  We look forward with great anticipation rn 1986 and the transition the 
F-14 and the tremendous challenge it presents to all of us. 


