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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY 
USS DE WERT (FFG 4 5 )  

FLEET POST OFFICE 
MIAMI 3 4 0 9 0  

Ser: 29 
16 March 1984 

Fran: Cannanding Officer , USS DE W R T  (ffi 45) 
To: Director of NavalHistory (OP-09EH),WashingtonNavyYard,Washington, 

JX 20374 

Subj : Curmand His tory for Calendar Year 1983 (~epor t OFMV 5750-1 ) ; 
subnission of 

Ref: (a) OEMVINST5750.1aC 

Encl: (1) Ccmnand History of USS DE WEIicr (FK; 45) for Calendar Year 1983. 
(2)  Plankowners Roster, USS DE WERT (ffi 45) 



USS DEWERT (FK; 45) C m d  History for Calendar Year 1983 

1. Narrative: 

DE WERT was launched I8 Decdxr 1982 in cermnies at Bath Iron Works, Bath, 
Maine. The Sponsor was Mrs. Reta C. Kennedy of Mesa, Arizona, cousin of the 
ship's nanesake. Her sister-in-law, Mrs. Elizabeth Lazaron of Braintree, 
Massachusetts, served as Matron of Honor. 

The ship was naned for Hospitalman Richard De Wert of Taunton, Massachusetts, 
who received the Medal of Honor for action while assigned to Marine Corps 
forces in Korea during 1951. Despite his own wounds, he gallantly attempted 
to assist four wounded cmades before he was killed by eneny fire. DEWRT 
is the first ship to bear his nane. 

Pre-Carmissioning Unit DE WEI' (ffi 45) was established in Apri 1 1983 at Fleet 
Training Center, Norfolk, Virginia. At that site, the balance crew received 
over 10,000 m-days of classroan training in preparation for cmmissioning. 
Concurrently, Prospective Crnrrrtnding Officer DE WFRT (FFG 45) established 
offices at the FFG 7 Class Fleet Introduction Tean, Bath, Maine, where nucleus 
c r e r s  received classroan training and ship faniliarization. 

Pre-Carmissioning Unit D E W  was disestablished 31 October 1983, and 
reported to DE WERT on 4 Novder 1983, when the entire crew mved aboard 
the ship. 

DEWERT conducted Builders Trials undler the auspices of Bath Iron Works during 
30 August - 2 September 1983. The bard of Inspection and Survey conducted 
Acceptance Trials on DEWERT during 3-5 October 1983. 

Delivery of the ship to the Navy by Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, took place 
on 10 Novmber' 1983. 

The ship was cmmissioned 19 Novgnber 1983 at Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine. 
The principal speaker at the cerarrony was Vice h i  ral John D. Johnson, USN 
(~et), former Cnrmander Naval Surface Forces, U.S. Atlantic Fleet. Additional 
remarks were provided by Captain E. C. Webster, Supervisor of Shipbuilding, 
Bath, Maine and W. Willian E. Hagget, President and Chief Executive Officer, 
Bath Iron Works. Canrrander Douglas M. Armstrong, USN, assuned cormrand. 

The ship successfully ccrrpleted the Light-Off Exanination conducted by the 
Atlantic Fleet Propulsion Exanination Board on 20-21 December 1983. 

The reminder of 1983 was dedicated qbo post delivery availability while 
fitting out the ship and training the crew in preparation for the transit to 
humport, Charlestion, South Carolina. 

2. Special Topics: 

a. Cunmnding Officer: Ccnmandar Douglas M. Armstrong, USN, 19 N o v h r  
1983 to present. 
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b. Camrand Organization: As with other FK; 7 class ship's, D E m T w a s  
crewed under the ?ninimmrnanningn concept, which significantly reduces, fran 
traditional ships of her type, the size of the crew and the nunber of required 
watchstanders. In addition, the ship functions under the Ccmbat Systems 
Organization; the four departments being Engineering, Ccmbat System, Ship 
Control, and Supply Support. The Carmissioning Executive Officer was 
Lieutenant Cunnander Ronald C. Bogle. The department heads at cmissioning 
were: LT , Chief Engineer and Senior Watch Officer; LT  

,  Ship Control Officer, LT , Support Officer; and LT 
 t, Ccmbat Systans Off icelr. The Senior Chief Petty Officer of 

the m d  was S?Ô S . 

c. Major Equipnent: The shipwas carmissioned with the following 
characteristics and equipnent: 

Displacement : 3900 Tons 
Dirnens ions : Length 453 

Bean 461 11 .511 
Navigational Dra~ft 25.2" 

Cunpl imen t 15 Officers (14 cdssioned, 1 warrant) 
17 Chief Petty a f f  icers 
186 Enlisted 

Propul s i on 2 General Electric LM2500 Gas Turbine Engines 
2 Electric Drive Auxilary Propulsion Units 

hnmen t hK13 Guided Missile Launching Systan for 341 standard 
surface-to-air missiles and Harpoon surface-to-surface 
missiles. 
1 - 7 h  Rapid Fire Gun 
1 M(15 Close- in Mapons Sys tan 
2 Triple tube torpedo mounts for hK46 torpedoes 

Sensors PNJSPS-55 Surf aae Search Radar 
NfSPS-49 Air Search Radar 
hK92 Fire Contra1 System 
PNfSLQ-32(V2) Ellectronic Support Measures Receiving Set 
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