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USS DE WERT (FFG 45) COMMAND HISTORY FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR 1986 

A. Command Composit ion and O r g a n i z a t i o n  Mission: Primary m i s s i o n  is ASW w i t h  
secondary m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  AAW, ASUW, ELW, and Command and C o n t r o l  

Commanding O f f i c e r :  CDR Douglas M. Armstrong, USN, 
r e l i e v e d  on 16 February 1986 by CDR Walter  F. DORAN, 

. - - 
USN, 

IUC : 

A i r c r a f t :  

Commander, Des t royer  Squadron SIX 
Homeport: Char les  ton ,  SC 

Embarked two SH60B LAMPS MK 111 H e l i c o p t e r s  from 
HSL 42, Detachment 4 ,  Mayport, FL 

B. Chronology 

1 J a n  18 May Deployed Medi ter ranean 1-86 
1-10 J a n  IMAV Naples,  IT 
12 Jan  8 May SIXTH F l e e t  OPS 
30 Jan  2 Feb Freedom of  Navigat ion Opera t ions  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Libya 

(Phase  I) 
9-14 Feb Freedom of  Navigat ion Opera t ions  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Libya 

(Phase  11) 
16 Feb CDR Walter  F. Doran r e l i e v e d  CDR Douglas M. Armstrong 
24 Mar Freedom of  Navigat ion Opera t ions  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of  Libya 

(Phase  111) 
15 Apr P a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Libyan A i r  S t r i k e  Opera t ions  

8 May Chop SIXTHFLT t o  SECONDFLT 
9-18 May T r a n s i t  

19 May Return  t o  Homeport 
19 May 28 J u l  IMAV 
26 Aug PVST t o  P o r t  Everg lades  t o  r e p a i r  damaged s o n a r  dome rubber  

window 
22-29 Aug Underway f o r  Eng ineer ing  T r a i n i n g  

6 Sep SM1 M i s s i l e  F i r i n g  
7-13 Sep Acous t i c  Trials/ASW T r a i n i n g  a t  North Tongue o f  t h e  Ocean, 

Bahamas 
23 Sep O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  Examination 
3-7 Oct Underway f o r  m i s s i l e ,  gun, and to rpedo  s h o o t s  
8-13 Oct P o r t  V i s i t  Tampa, FL f o r  USN B i r t h d a y  
5 Nov 3 Dec Law Enforcement Opera t ions  i n  t h e  Car ibbean 

C. N a r r a t i v e  

USS DE WERT was i n p o r t  Naples,  I t a l y  f o r  I n t e r m e d i a t e  Maintenance 
A v a i l a b i l i t y  w i t h  USS YELLOWSTONE (AD 41)  on 1 January  1986. The s h i p  
remained i n p o r t  u n t i l  1 2  January  when she  g o t  underway t o  j o i n  USS CORAL SEA'S 
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B a t t l e  Group i n  t he  Cen t r a l  Mediterranean. USS DE WERT and USS RICHMOND K. 
TURNER were detached a s  a  SAG t o  explore  t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e  LAMPS MK 111 
a g a i n s t  a  r e a l  world t a r g e t  of  oppor tun i ty .  A Sovie t  Slava c l a s s  c r u i s e r  was 
loca ted  more than 300 mi l e s  away from DE WERT and TURNER who maintained s t r i c t  
EMCON through the  exe rc i s e .  Af t e r  r e j o i n i n g  the  Coral  Sea B a t t l e  Group, 
DE WERT was t o  be p a r t  of dua l  b a t t l e  group ope ra t i ons  a s  USS SARATOGA and h e r  
b a t t l e  group joined USS CORAL SEA. Both b a t t l e  groups moved south t o  the  Gulf 
of S id ra  f o r  freedom of  naviga t ion  ope ra t i ons  i n  t he  v i c i n i t y  of  Libya, (OVL) 
Phase I. This went q u i e t l y  with some a i r  a c t i v i t y  and c l o s e  Sovie t  
observa t ion  bu t  no su r f ace  s h i p  r e a c t i o n  from t h e  Libyan Navy. On depa r t i ng  
the  Gulf t he  CORAL SEA B a t t l e  Group made p o r t  v i s i t s  i n  the A d r i a t i c  Sea. USS 
DE WERT and USS CORAL SEA were i n p o r t  T r i e s t e ,  I t a l y  from 2-6 February. 
During t h i s  per iod DE WERT was commended f o r  h e r  r o l e  i n  the  MEDEVAC of  a  
s e r i o u s l y  ill s a i l o r  from CORAL SEA. 

DE WERT was underway from 7 t o  17 February wi th  USS CORAL SEA and USS 
SARATOGA f o r  OVL Phase 11. This  f i v e  day long (9-14 February) e x e r c i s e  of 
Freedom of Navigation r i g h t s  was no tab le  because of the many s o r t i e s  flown by 
the  Libyan A i r  Force wi th  aggress ive  a i r  combat maneuvering a g a i n s t  t he  F-14's 
and F-18's. The Libyan Naval Forces d id  no t  move ou t  t o  sea .  DE WERT's r o l e  
involved heavy continuous f l i g h t  of t h e  LAMPS I11 f o r  su r f ace  r ada r  
s u r v e i l l a n c e .  To a l low f o r  g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  a  second SH60B was flown from 
Mayport t o  S igone l l a ,  S i c i l y  by C-5A and met DE WERT o f f  t he  c o a s t  of  S i c i l y .  
Two a d d i t i o n a l  p i l o t s ,  an aircrewman and s e v e r a l  t e chn ic i ans  augmented 
DE WERT's detachment of  four  p i l o t s ,  two aircrewman, and 8 technic ians .  This  
was t he  f i r s t  i n s t ance  of a  s h i p  deployed wi th  2 LAMPS 111's. While underway 
i n  the  s t r a i t s  of  S i c i l y  on 16 February, CDR Walter F. Doran r e l i e v e d  CDR 
Douglas M. Armstrong a s  Commanding Of f i ce r .  The s h i p  made a  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  
Palma Mallorca,  Spain from 1 8  t o  28 February. Underway i n  t he  Western 
Mediterranean from 27 February t o  7  March, DE WERT conducted ASW ope ra t i ons  
a g a i n s t  a  Sovie t  Tango c l a s s  submarine and f o r  s e v e r a l  hours  maintained 
con tac t  on two submarines s imultaneously.  The s h i p  t r ave l ed  e a s t  f o r  a  p o r t  
v i s i t  i n  Alexandria,  Egypt from 8-13 March and t o  Antalya,  Turkey from 14-19 
March. 

Af t e r  l eav ing  Antalya DE WERT re jo ined  USS CORAL SEA and proceeded t o  the  
Gulf of S idra  f o r  OVL phase 111. US$ AMERICA and h e r  b a t t l e  group ( i nc lud ing  
USS HALYBURTON and 2 more S ~ 6 0 B s )  joined the  b a t t l e  groups of USS CORAL SEA 
and USS SARATOGA. During t h i s  ope ra t i on ,  on 24 March, t h e  Libyans f i r e d  SA-5 
m i s s i l e s  a t  US f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  from a s i t e  a t  S u r t ,  a t  the south c e n t e r  of 
t he  Gulf of  S idra .  C a r r i e r  a i r c r a f t  damaged the  m i s s i l e  s i t e  r ada r s  with HARM 
m i s s i l e s .  La te r  t h a t  n i g h t  Libyan m i s s i l e  p a t r o l  boa t s  underway i n  the  Gulf 
of S id ra  were sunk by Harpoon m i s s i l e s  and Rockeye bombs. DE WERT was a t  the  
Southeast  corner  of t he  US B a t t l e  Force and conducted r ada r  s u r v e i l l a n c e  wi th  
USS HALYBURTON us ing  t h e  LAMPS MK 111 t o  main ta in  24 hour coverage of the  
Gulf. 

Af t e r  OVL phase 111, DE WERT joined USS SHENANDOAH (AD 44) i n  Augusta Bay, 
S i c i l y  f o r  a  one week upkeep per iod ,  29 March t o  6  Apr i l .  Get t ing  underway 
from Augusta Bay the  s h i p  headed west f o r  outchop on 9 Apr i l .  This  was 
i n t e r r u p t e d  on 8 A p r i l  by an i n d e f i n i t e  ex tens ion  i n  t he  Mediterranean. CORAL 
SEA and AMERICA B a t t l e  Groups rendezvoused no r th  of S i c i l y  f o r  a  dash down t o  
t he  Gulf of S id ra  f o r  t he  15 A p r i l  a i r  s t r i k e s  on T r i p o l i  and Benghazi and 
search  and rescue f o r  any downed p i l o t s .  DE WERT entered  Ca t in i a ,  S i c i l y  f o r  
a  p o r t  v i s i t  from 21-25 Apr i l .  The ah ip  was underway aga in  f o r  t he  CORAL SEA 
B a t t l e  Group turnover  t o  the  ENTERPRISE B a t t l e  Group which a r r i v e d  v i a  the  
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Suez Canal. DE WERT turned over t o  USS ARKANSAS (CGN 41) and began the  
t r a n s i t  t o  Rota Spain f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t  from 7 t o  8 May and outchop. DE WERT 
d i d  not  s u c c e s s f u l l y  complete h e r  Opera t iona l  Propuls ion P l a n t  Examination 
(OPPE) on 8 May. The s h i p  t r a n s i t e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  from 9-18 May f o r  a r r i v a l  i n  
Char les ton  on 19 May. From 19 May t o  28 Ju ly  DE WERT was i n p o r t  f o r  IMAV and 
pos t  deployment standdown. Two f i r s t  c l a s s  and one t h i r d  c l a s s  midshipmen 
joined DE WERT from 13 Ju ly  t o  9 August. The s h i p  su f f e r ed  a  sonar  dome 
c a s u a l t y  which requi red  a  p o r t  v i s i t  i n  P o r t  Everglades,  F lo r ida  fo r  r e p a i r s  
from 29 Ju ly  t o  9 August. DE WERT was i n p o r t  Char les ton  10-26 August followed 
by engineer ing  t r a i n i n g  underway from 27-29 August, then was i n p o r t  Charleston 
29 August t o  4 September. 

DE WERT was underway aga in  5 September t o  the  V i rg in i a  Capes OPAREA t o  
f i r e  an SM-1 m i s s i l e  on 6 September. Af t e r  the  m i s s i l e  shoot ,  DE WERT headed 
south  t o  North Tongue of the  Ocean i n  the  Bahamas f o r  a c o u s t i c  t r i a l s  and ASW 
t r a i n i n g  inc luding  f i r i n g  torpedoes a t  a  t a r g e t  and a c t i n g  a s  t a r g e t  f o r  a  
submarine f i r i n g  torpedoes.  The s h i p  was i n p o r t  Char les ton  aga in  from 14-22 
September. DE WERT passed h e r  Opera t iona l  Propuls ion P l a n t  Examination on 23 
September and was i n p o r t  Char les ton  from 24-28 September. She was underway 
f o r  t r a n s i t  t o  the  Puerto Rican OPARHAS f o r  m i s s i l e ,  gun, and torpedo shoots  
followed by a  t r a n s i t  t o  Tampa, F1 from 8 October t o  13 October f o r  the  Navy's 
Bir thday.  The Chief Of Naval Operat ions came aboard t o  r e e n l i s t  crewmembers 
and p re sen t  awards while  i npo r t .  During v i s i t  s h i p  more than 5000 people 
v i s i t e d  i n  two days.  

Underway 14 and 15 October DE WERT v i s i t e d  Key West from 16-19 October, 
then depar ted  Key West f o r  a  t r a n s i t  t o  Mobile, Alabama. She a r r i v e d  i n  
Mobile 22 October f o r  a  p o r t  v i s i t  u n t i l  25 October dur ing  the  Nat ional  
En l i s t ed  Reserve Assoc ia t ion  Convention. She departed 26 October f o r  t r a n s i t  
back t o  Char les ton ,  a r r i v i n g  29 October. The i n p o r t  per iod i n  Charleston 
l a s t e d  from 29 October u n t i l  5 November, when DE WERT depar ted  f o r  Law 
Enforcement Operations.  The s h i p  spent  one day i n p o r t  Roosevelt Roads, Puer to  
Rico f o r  ope ra t i ons  b r i e f s  and picked up h e r  Coast Guard T a c t i c a l  Law 
Enforcement Team, one o f f i c e r  and s i x  e n l i s t e d  men, and a  r i g i d  h u l l  
i n f l a t a b l e  boat.  10-24 November was spent  p a t r o l l i n g  t he  Caribbean a s  p a r t  of 
Hat Tr ick  111, us ing  the  LAMPS MK 111 f o r  su r f ace  s u r v e i l l a n c e  f o r  5 Navy 
Ships  and 1 Coast Guard Cut te r .  The ope ra t i on  was succes s fu l ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  4 
boa t s  and over  50 tons  of marijuana se ized .  She a r r i v e d  Maracaibo, Venezuela 
f o r  p o r t  v i s i t  25-27 November. DE WERT s a i l o r s  helped a  home f o r  c h i l d r e n  
wi th  maintenance and r e p a i r  dur ing  the  v i s i t .  Departing 28 November f o r  
Char les ton ,  she a r r i v e d  3 December a t  t he  Naval Weapons S t a t i o n  f o r  ordnance 
o f f l o a d .  She was underway 15-18 December with o t h e r  sh ips  from DESRON 4 and 6 
f o r  enhanced t r a i n i n g  inc luding  gun and torpedo shoots ,  ASW and mul t i -  
h e l i c o p t e r  opera t ions .  19-31 December t he  sh ip  was i npo r t  Char les ton  f o r  
Christmas standdown. 
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Special Topics 

1. Commanding Officer: Commander Douglas M. Armstrong, USN, 19 November 
1983 to 16 February 1986. Commander Walter F. Doran, USN, 16 February 
1986 to present. 

2. Ammunition Expended : 
CIWS A675 2074 Rounds 

76MM C062 108 Rounds 

Extorps (various) 6 

3. Awarded Tophand by CTF 60 for the Battle Group 

4. Awarded the Navy Unit Commendation and Navy Expeditionary Medal for 
operations in the vicinity for Libya. 

5. Won the Command/Control/Communications, Supply, Electronic Warfare, Anti- 
Submarine Warfare, Anti-Surface Warfare, and Anti-Air Warfare mission area 
exce 1 lence awards . 
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