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The USS NASdWLE is the third ship of the United states Navy to be named 
after tkLe capitol of Tennessee. 

The first USS NASHVILLE (&7) was a aomrnissioned at Norfolk, 
Virginia in 1897. She playea a crucial role in the Spnish- American war, as 
wdl as being invalved in the Phillipine Insurrection, the Boxer &bellion, 
and World War I. 

The s m  USS NASINIL;LE (-3) was a light cruiser, ~ s s i o n e d  in 
1938. She haa a proud heritage d e r  her belt, earning ten battle stars in 
World War 11. NSHV&LE survived the w a r  despite asnsiderable battle damage. 
The NASHVIWlE was removed from the Navy list in 1959. 

USS NASHVILU (-13) was built by m e e d  Shiptuilding and 
~cnstructicn Canpany, Seattle, Wadxbgtcn. SIX? was ocwrmissioned at the Puget 
Sound Navdl Shipyard, Bremertcn, Washington on Fekuary 14, 1970. 

NASHVILLE'S various assignments have included four Caribbean Am#iibious 
m d y  Groups, nine Mediterranean Anqbibiws Ready Groups, a Mine 
Ccnmtenneasures Task G r q ,  two NRtO North Atlantic Operations, ana numerous 
training assignments with the Fleet Marine Force Atlantic. 

Throughout her history, WHVU has demxlstrated the semawhip and 
ainmnship necessary to transport, land, and support embarked landing forces 
when required, plus the ability to wform thase assignments not nclrmally 
part of her amghibious missions. 

In 1971 NASHVILLE deployed to the Mediterranean as a unit of the first 20 
knot a@hibious force to enter that area. While deployed, the ship slmred the 
ability to mctian in an ASW role in a period of aperating with ASV 
helioopters . 

In 1972 MLSINILLF: received her mrpst unusual assignment, Operatian 
PM;IWS. During this operation NASHVILLE transparted 151 dependents, numerous 
cars, and even pets of the men of DESFXN 12 to their new bmepart - Athens, 
Greece. 

The six n t h  deployment to the Mediterranean in 1973 encaupssed the 
perioa of the outbreak of the Yom Kiper War. NASJWILLE, as a unit of 
mibious Squadron SIX, served as an element of the formidable mmposite 
SIXTH Fleet Task Farce. 

In January 1974, NASINILLE entered the Norfolk Naval Shipyard, 
Partsmxlth, Virginia for her first major overhaul. In June 1974, having 
canpleted her overhaul, NSHKUU ammmced preparations far refresher 
training and departed Norfolk enroute to Guantanam Bay, Cuba. 

NPSHVIIU's deployment to the Mediterranean in 1975 as flagship for 
-er mibious Squadron SIX was highlighted by participaticn m several 
major amghibious exercises , including the annual joint NATO exercise "I17WN 
PrnL1' . 

In June 1976, NASHVILLE visited New Yark City to participate in OPSAIL 
'76 W e  she actea as as host to the President and the Secretary ot the Navy 
for the review of all ships. In September, MLSHVILLE participated in 
Operaticn Northern Wedding, a joint U.S./N?iXl exercise in Northern Europe. 

Early in 1978, NASHVILLE assisted C a t  Guard effarts to save a Greek 
m&t ship in distress, and in Fekuary rescued a Coast Guard helioopter 
that crashed 50 miles off the Virginia mast. In Match 1978, NASHVIZLE entered 
her secaad major overhaul, leaving in September 1979. 



In November and December 1979 NASHVILLE qleted refresher training in 
Guantanam Bay, m, 'leavmg with the seumd highest overall grade for any 
ship during the calendar year. 

In January 1980, NASHVILLE participated in READEX 1-80 and in February 
oanpleted mibious Refresher Training off the wast of Norfolk, Virginia. 

In June 1980, NASFNUJ;E deployed with Aqhibious squadron m to the 
Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean in MMG 2-80. This highly successful five 
and a e - m f  n t h  deplo-t resulted in NWWILLE receiving its first mvy 
Meritorious Unit Comedation and the Indian Expeditionary Force Medal. 

In May 1981, N?SHVUJ;E led a Mine Counter Measure Task Group a& 
deployed to the North Atlantic and the Mediterranean. In this d-Lange of 
roles, NASHVILLE demanstrated the versatility of the LPD in a amcentrated 
air/surface Mine Counter Measures cnmmd and support role. During the 
deployment, NASHVILLE embarked a C a m a w K m  staff, with 
four RH-53D heliaopters, an Explosive Ordnance Dispcsal (Em) detaclhment, and 
carried two ~ine Sweeping Boats (MSB'B) m t e d  an skids in her well deck. 
This unique operation earned her secmd Navy Meritorious Unit 
Camendatia in a period of less than twelve nths. NASHVILLE served as the 
Flagship for aQMPHIBFuX FWR during READEX 1-82 in the Caribbean whim ended 
on 13 Deamber 1981. 

In April 1982, N?SHVILT% provided support for the Presidential visit to 
Barbad06 . 

Fran m y  to November 1982, during a Mediterranean deployment, NMHvILLE 
evacuatd m-ambatants £ran 23 different camtries wfio had been trapped by 
the fighting in Ldxnca. NASNILLE then supported the Marines as part of the 
Multi-Nati-1 Peacekeeping Farce. The actions earned NASHVILLE the 
Humanitarian Service Medal and the Naval Unit camendat ion. 

In Fekuary 1983, NASMTILIE embarked u p  CARIB OPS '83, representing the 
United States Navy to six Cariljbean natiools, and serving as the Flagship far 
ClXCUKWLT and m . .  In this role , she host& numerous dignitaries 
as well as m e  than 16,000 citizens of the lands she visited. 

In August 1983, NASINIU aomced an extensive eight-mcnth overhaul 
providing her with a new state-of-the-art uxmunications suite, renovatian of 
the =in propulsion plant and an extensive renovation of crew and troop 
berthing. 

Wing July and August 1984, MLSWILLE departed for Guantanamo Ray, Cuba 
where she successfully cmpleted Refresher Training. 

In January 1985, N S H V U  deployed with mibiaus Sqadron EIGHT to the 
Mediterranean as a unit of MARG 1-85. During the deployment, she demcnstrated 
her flexibility by being assigned ccmtingency operations off the coast of 
LelEmcn. 

In February 1986, NASHVILLE departed for New Orleans to act as support 
ship far various NWm3 units during Mardi Gras. 

In April 1986, NA&IVLLI;E deployed to the Carikbean Sea for OCEAN VENIURE 
'86. 

In July 1986, NASHVILLE again visited New York as part of the 
InternatiaMl Naval Review during the Centennial Celehratian of the Statue of 
Liberty. Departing New York, she successfully completed Refresher Training in 
Chesapeake Bay in July. 

~n August 1986, NASHVILLE participated in N?Wl operation ~~ WEDDING 
'86. She crossed the Arctic Circle and visited Copexihagen, Denmark and 
Fdirhrgh, Sootland. 



deployed to the Mediterranean FOUR as a unit of MARG 2-87. 
During the deployment she perf contingency operations off the coast of 
Lehnm. She visited Naples, I Villefranche and Toulcn, France, Lisbon, 
Partqal , and Barelma, Spain. 

In June 1988, after a four- 
canpleted w f  resher Training 
Mediterranean deployment. .The 
Rigid Raider durable small at 

m i n g  MAW; 2-88, NA!lD exercise DISPIAY 
-ION '88 in Sardinia Parts visited were Rata and 

ier, Morocco, Tbulcn, 
Med in Fekuary 1989. 

USS NASHVILLE, the "Origindl Gator", stands ready to ccntinue a 
traditian of excel 



CHRONOLOGY OF SG-CAPT EVEHl"S - 1988 
1 Jan Short -m goal: Dw%ck, Near  t e r m  goal: DPMA 88, Lang t e r m  godl: 

SeaTridls. 
13 Jan NASHVILLE m o v e s  &m Met ro  M a d i n e  pier b drydock. 
14 Jan Adopt-A- Praject: several NASHVILLE crew m e m b e r s  chaperone 

prince86 Anne High Schodl students to C h r y d i x  M ~ u m  far senia field 

15 Jan ~wards/l?rocking Ceremony. 
1 Feb S t e a m  EMTT Ut. 
2-26 Feb Ship's Lamdry cloEied f a  renovatims. 
10 Feb M ARG 2-88 initial e m b a r k a h  aonference. 
20 Feb Adopt-ASchoal  Project: several NASHVILLE crew members  help lxlild 

sets f a  W P.A.H.S. s-g af "Cinderdla". 
24 Feb Ship's Party: over 200 NASHVILLE c r e w  members, wives, and friends 

t a k e  an evening dinner cndse dma)d the Watedde-hsed New Spirit 
2 Mar NASHVILLE "Cats" take seamd place in NAB c h a m p i x & @  basketball 

t o u r n a m e n t .  
C P R  4/ 24 MEU h q p c t b  af Trw Staff spaces. 

7 M a r  YNCM(AW) T.C. F i M m  m a n s  relieves MACM(SW) C.F. Lane as 
Com m a n d  Master  Chief. 

9 Mar AssemMy of Am@dziam (NAB Theatre). 
1 3 M a r  Adopt-ASdx~dProject:NASlHVlLLE"CaWdefeatP.A.H.S. 

f a m y  t e a m  m exhikith basketballgame. 
14 Mar Preliminary OSCOT. 
18 Mar C PR-12 Light Off  E x a m i n a h  
21 Mar Aviation T e c h  visit. 

Light O f f .  Message qmte M~Q CPR-12 to CPG-2: "USS NASHVILLE'S 
C h a m  ot Com m a n d  and Ws ampany is to be aomplemented  on their 
cqakatkn, ma- andition and prepara- 6ar engineezhg l@ht 
o f f  and return to unr e&icted opera& NASHVILLE is M y  a superb 
perfarmer who knows how to Bo it xi@&." 

29 Mar ILO onbad af repair parts. 
30 M a r  Docktriala 
1 AF Fast Cruise. 

Adopt-AS- Praject: C O/XO attend kreakfast w i t h  P. A.H.S 
Faaiky. 

4-5 A p  Sea Trials. N ASHVILLE retutrrs to NOB. 
11-15 Apr  Underway to Y a k t o w n  fop a m  m m k b  m d .  
1 6 A p  CPR4mcwesop lboard .  
17-24 Apr Flight deck resurEaced. 
18 A p  STREAM assist visit, Am m o  Accuracy  visit, EOSS m e r a t i o n  check, 

CSRR vkk, CINTEX p~-hi&. 
19 Apr  CINTEX. 
21 Apr L a ~ d h r y e v i s i t .  
23-24 Apr  Visi t  Shipc Over  200 ' " tour ship. 
25 A m  Awards Ceremony. 
2 6 2 7  A p  Underway to VACAPES fm MTT. 
29 A p -  
6 May U n d e r w a y t o  0-w B a y  fa Army DLQ'S and ~ m -  Warfare 

Training Week. 
9 May CSR R-I1 visit. 
9-26 May IM AV. 
1 1 M a y  P~ellhspdm/AwardsCeremcny. 



1 7 M a y  CPR-12ahiftspemanttoNASBVILLE. 
OSCOT. 

2 3  May 3~ assist visit, RAVIR t e a m  -g, N W AT, NEPM U-2 assist visit, 
Gun Weapons Ma- Review. 

2 4 2 7  May PRT test. 
25May AmmoHandljngCertif icatian.  
31 May OSCOT. 
l J u n  Embark MidGkipmen far Summer Grub. 

Navy R d k f  Fund Drive ends with  $8021 in con-. 
2 J u n  Underway to "W" a n h g e  a m  m o  doad. 
3 J u n  Underway to VACAPES fez Dependents Cruise. 
7 J m  
1Jul Underway to N m t h  C a r d i n a  fca: M ARG 2.88 Wark-Up. 
9Jun 24 M EU e m b a r k s  at Mccehead City. 
7-31 Jul Mess Deck terazzo re-ced. 
2-13 Aug Underway to the Med far M ARG 2-88. 
3 Aug Anive Mcrehead City, embark 500 M h e s  of 2 4  MEU. 
14-27 A- In- R- Spain. 
23-26 Aug "NASHVILLE OLYMPICS" spaking c o m ~  and picnic. 
2 6 A u g  Safetystanddown. 
28 Aug Underway to Anckmage A 1  and M A R G 2-88 rendevouz. 
3 0 A u g  T r a r d k S t r a k o f G i k a l t a r .  
31 Aug- 
4 *P Anchared: Benidar m, Spain. 
5 S ~ P  Underway to w e s t e m  Med. 
6 S ~ P  Operating in central Med. 
7-9 Sep Tmining an-ge G d h  D e  Patti. 
10-16 Sep Training andmrage Brindisj 
11 Sep H-Hour - Marine oiXhd. 
17 Sep Operat ing  in central Med. 
18 Sep 
11 O c t  "Display D e t e r m i n a t i m  88". 
18-25 Sep Training anckmage C a p o  Tulada, Sardinia. 
26 Sep 
4 O c t  Opera t ing  in east Med. 
30 Sep Awards ceremcny 
5-11 0 ct Training andxmge Sarus Bay, Turkey. 
6 O c t  H/L Hour  - M a r i n e  otbad. 
10 O c t  CAPT Patrick M. M- USCJ rdieves CAPT W i l l i a m  J. M w ,  

USN as Commanding Of f i ce r  in ceremmy m ~o'dde. 
l a13  O c t  Opera t ing  in east Med. 
14-31 O c t  In- Haifa, Isra6L 
16-28 O c t  Visi t  ship Over  300 Iaaeli m i l j t a r y  m e m b e x s  and civilians tour ship. 
2 0  O c t  Corn m m k y  A d i m  Praject: O v a  25 NASHVILLE sailors and Marines 

refurhi& Neve  David Old Age Home in Haifa. 
22-24 O c t  3M @visit. 
2 6  O c t  COMSEXTHFLT visits. 
28-31 O c t  PQS a& 
14 Nov Opera t ing  in east Med. 
%5 Nov MTT visit. 
4 Nov TransitStraitStraitMMessdna 



511 N o v  Training andkmage Ehn D e  S#k 
6 N o v  H-Hour - Marcine  m d  
7 N o v  P Q S  stand d o w n  
8 Nov  H u m p  ~ a y /  Election D a y  c d w u t  m the £light deck. 
11 N o v  U n d e r w a y  far Na-, Italy fcr p6diLe GliLf duty turnover w~ 

uss  Raleigh. 
Cress deck M a r i n e s  and e q u i p m e n t  to USS and 
USS Guam. 

12-17 N o v  M  ed M e  Na-, Italy. 
11)-21 Nov  O p e r a t i n g  in w e s t  Med. 
22-24 N o v  Training anchrage &ma D e  Retin fa PHIBLEX SPANJSH 2 4 3 .  
2526 N o v  O p e r a t i n g  in w e s t  M e d .  
27-30 N o v  hpork Tangier I  M-. 
2 9 N o v  MaymofTangierandPrin~e88LuluFatimaofMccocoovisit 
30 N o v  C o m  m m i t y  R d a t h s  Prajects: O v e r  30 NASHVILLE dims and 

M a r i n e s  prt idpted in various pajllting pnjects at The Kresh, an 
-s b m e l  Tangier F e m i n i s t  C e n t e r ,  a women's  wcxk 
-8 and T a n g i e r  D a y  C a r e  C e n t e r 8  a local. sdm& 

1 D e c  O p e r a t i n g  in w e s t  M e d .  
1-11 D e c  Training ancbrage A l  H o c e i m a  fa "m Eagle 88". 
2 D e c  Food Semi- assist visit. 
4 D e c  H-Hour - Marine afnDad 
12 D e c  O p e r a t i n g  in w e s t  Med. 
13 D e e  
3 Jan 89 Inpork T o m  France far I M  AV. 
14-17 D e c  P R T  test. 
16 D e c  U S 0  S a w :  King's C o m p a n y  m EligM Deck. 
19 D e c  Com mmky R d a W  Prqject: O v e r  20 NASHVILLE sa&rs and Marine6 

prtidpte in re£cxestatkn pmject cm nearby mountain. 
21 D e c  C o m  m u c i t y  R e l a w  Pr- O v e r  20 NASHVILLE sailcm and Marines 

help in cleaning and landscaping a T o d m  city park. 
22 D e c  Corn m m i t y  R e l a t i a s  Project: NASHVILLE v & m w  m o w  a 

Christ m a s  p r t y  £a 20 O q h a m  aE Le Pa-, France cxl the M e a s  Deck. 
24 D e c  U S 0  S b w :  meth L ~ M  in U p p e r  V e h i d e  -wage. 
26 D e c  Midshipmen arrive fop: cruise. 
29 D e c  NASHVILLE wins  p u m p b w n  comp&kh  in D C  OlyrnFics  at USS 

Y ~ w s t o n e .  
31 D e c  Erocking cere mcny. 

Short term godl: Pa lma ,  Spain, N e a r  t e r m  goak R-, 6pah8 L a ~ g  t e r m  
go& Litlib Creek ,  Va. 




