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C O W N D  HISTORY 
I' 

(OPNAV REPORT 5750-1 INITIAL REPORT) 

Ul\iTTTED STATES SHIP PONCE (LPD 15)  

1 ,  Command O=ation, 

a ,  O f f i c e r  i n  Charge, Pre-Commissioning Uni t :  Cap ta in  George W FBRRZS; 
USN, /1100n Capta in  FARRIS r e p o r t e d  t o  Commandant, THIRTEENTH Niivai  
D i s t r i c t ,  S e a t t l e ,  Washington on 11 March 1971 t o  s e r v e  a s  O f f i c e r  i n  Charge, 
Pre-Commissioning U n i t ,  PONCE (LPD 1 5 )  and, when commissioned, a s  Commanding 
O f f i c e r ,  

b e  Commanding O f f i c e r ,  USS PONCE - (LPD 1 5 ) :  1 0  J u l y  1971 - 31 Decewber 
1971: Cap ta in  George W ,  FARRIS, USN, O 

c u  USS PONCE (LPD 15)  i s  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  Opera t ing  Forces  of t h e  Unir<-.d 
S t a t e s  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  Type Commander: Commander Amphibious Force ,  U, S ,  A t l a n c l c  
F l e e t ,  Group Commander: Amphibious Group TWO, Squadron Commander: Amphlbl.c..s 
Squadron FOUR, 

d ,  Homeport: U ,  S o  Naval Opera t ing  Base, Norfolk ,  V i r g i n l a  23511 

2,  M i s s i o n ,  

a. USS PONCE (LPD 15)  was t h e  f i n a l  LPD (Amphfbious Transpor t  Dock) o f  
f i f t e e n  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  be  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  Her m i s s i o n  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  combat i n t e g r l r y  
o f  a s s a u l t  f o r c e s  d u r i n g  extended deployments by combining t r o o p  c a r r y l n g  
c a p a b i l i t y ,  f l o o d a b l e  w e l l  deck,  l a n d i n g  c r a f t  c a p a b i l i t y  and h e l i c o p t e r  Gpcrarlng 
deck.  

3,  --- Summary - o f  O p e r a t i o n s ,  

a ,  P r i o r  go C ~ r n m i ~ s _ s i o n i . ~  -- 
(1) USS PONCE (LPD 15) was b u l l t  by Lockheed S h l p b u l i d i n g  dn,? ( : . > - (  : 

t i o n  Company, S e a t t l e ,  Washington, under  t h e  s u p e r v l s l o n  o f  chr  S ~ ~ p e r x ~ ~  I 

S h i p b u i l d i n g ,  THIRTEENTH Naval D i s t r i c t  The k e e l  was ldld on 31 ( l ~ ~ i b *  I ,. 7 

PONCE was c h r i s t e n e d  and launched 20 May 1970, Sponsor t o r  t h e  s n i p  ?$as ; i t i  

John J HYLAND of Ka i lua ,  Hawaii, w i f e  of Admiral John J ,  HYLAND, USY.  - J : - : , ~  1 

Commander i n  C h i e f ,  U p  S,  P a c i f i c  F l e e t ,  
(2)  Pre-Commissioning Uni t  was established f o r  PONCE (:,?TI 15! b y  

Chief  o f  Naval Personne l  i n  S e a t t l e ,  Washington a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c c l o n  s l t e  
Remainder o f  t h e  crew (Balance Crew) was o rdered  t o   he P l e e c  T r a l n ~ r i g  , ? ~ n : t . r .  
Nor fo lk ,  Author ized p e r s o n n e l  a l lowance  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  25 aitlce~s 'in!; ' 

e n l i s t e d  p e r s o n n e l  Two Marines were  a l s o  a s s i g n e d  as members of che c r t h  
Marine Cap ta in  t o  acr: i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of Combat Cargo Officer and one S t ~ i r  
S e r g e a n t  a s s i g n e d  as h i s  a s s i s t a n t ,  The Nucleus Crew a s s l g n e d  co the P:e - : :< .  
Uni t  t o t a l e d  1 2 1  o f f i c e r s  and men, r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n r z a t i o n  oL d r p  A 

f u n c t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  new-construct ion s h i p  and t o  assist i n  t h e  s u p e r t i o i c n  r 

f i n a l  s t a g e s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Balance crew p e r s o n n e l  o rdered  ro t h e  I.1rc.1 



Trzining Center, Norfolk were under the direct supervision of the Prospective 
Executive Officer, CDR W, Do DANIELS, USNR, During the period 19 March - 20 
June over 315 officers and men assigned to this Balance Crew received extensive 
training, both review of standard training concepts and training in their 
technical vocations, 

(3) Commandant, THIRTEENTH Naval District accepted delivery of 
the PONCE (LPD 15) from Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construation Company on 
25 June 1971, PONCE departed Lockheed dead plant under tow at 1230 for Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington to prepare for commfssioning and 
commence Fitting Out Availibility Period, Captain FARRIS, on behalf of the 
Commandant, signed the acceptance papers on arrival of PONCE fn Bremerton, 

(1) Commissioning of USS PONCE (LPD 15) was held at 1430, 10 July 
1971 at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, Bremerton, Washington, (Annex A) 

(a) Invocation was offered by LT , CHC, USN, 
Chaplain, Naval Torpedo Station, Keyport, Washington, 

(b) RADM W, F, PETROVIC, USN, Commander Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard conducted the welcoming remarks and introduced various distinguished 
guests, 

(c) Mr, Me Lo INGWERSEN, Executive Vice President - Operations, 
Lockheed Shipbuilding and Construction Company, representing the builder of 
USS PONCE (LPD 15), addressed the guests and crew, 

(d) Introduction of the guest speaker was made by RADM Po J, 
HANNIFIN, USN, Commandant THIRTEENTH Naval District, 

(e) The Honorable Jorge Luis CORDOVA, Resident Commissioner, 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico delivered the Commissioning Address, (Annex B) 

(f) RADM P o  J, HANNIFIN, Commandant THIRTEENTH Naval District 
read the Navy Department Orders to Commission USS PONCE (LPD 15). The Ensign, 
Jack and Commission Pennant were hoisted, hereby placing USS PONCE (LPD 15) 
"in commission special". (Navy ships are placed "in commission special" until 
such time as the entire ship is outfitted and ready for full combat operations, 
at which time they are then placed "in commission",) 

(g) Captain George W, FARRIS, USN read his Commanding Officer's 
Orders and assumed command of USS PONCE (LPD 15), 

(h) Commander William Do DANIELS, USNR, Executive Officer of 
USS PONCE set the first watch for the ship, 

(i) The Honorable Juan Cintron, Mayor of Ponce, Puerto Rico 
(namesake city of USS PONCE (LPD 15)) presented his City Flag and the Flag of 
the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico to the Commanding Officer, 

(j) Captain George W, FARRIS, USN addressed the crew and guests, 
(k) LCDR , CHC, USN, Ship's Chaplain, offered the 

Benediction for the Commissioning Ceremony, 

(2) Approximately 250 distinguished civilian and military guests 
attended the commissioning ceremony and reception following. 

c, Fitting Out Availibili~, 

(1) USS PONCE (LPD 15) commenced her Fitting Out Availability 
(the period utilized for on-load of all consumable type items each ship must 



carry i n  o rde r  t o  become a  s e l f - sus t a in ing  u n i t  ready r o r  combat ope ra t ions ) ,  
Commander Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Commanding  office^, Naval Supply Center,  
Bremerton were r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  F i t t i n g - O u t  s f  USS PONCE (LPD 1 5 ) .  FOA was 
completed on 21  August 1971 and t h e  sh ip  was then placed "fn commission" and 
considered ready f o r  ope ra t ions ,  USS PONCE (LPD 15) ,  a f t e r  on-load of ammunition, 
departed Bremerton, Washington 23 August 1971 f o r  he r  assigned homeport of 
Norfolk, Vi rg in ia ,  

d o  Maiden Voyage t ~ H ~ m e p o r t ,  - ----- 
(1) P o r t s  of Ca l l /Spec fa l  Guests,  

( a )  J u s t  p r i o r  t o  depa r tu re  on homeport t r a n s f t  M r ,  Lance Wright, 
s p e c i a l  gues t  of t h e  Sec re t a ry  of t h e  Navy boarded t o  observe the  ammunition on- 
load ,  He debarked t h e  s h i p  p r i o r  t o  depa r tu re  from t h e  Puget Sound a rea ,  

(b) Lady PONCE departed Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 23 August 
w i t h  h e r  e n t i r e  crew and e i g h t  gues t s  of t h e  Secre ta ry  of t h e  Navy on board, 
These gues ts  were: 

M r ,  Bud Walgren, Oak Harbor, Washington 
M r ,  David E, Crawford, Bremerton, Washington 
M r ,  Fred Haight,  S e a t t l e ,  Washington 
M r ,  Ca lv in  Wilson, Kent, Washington 
M r o  Lawrence Woodworth, Kent, Washington 
M r ,  William J, Rutledge, Eugene, Washington 
M r ,  Thomas U, Marlow, Eugene, Washington 
M r ,  James E, Shaw, Eugene, Washington 

These gues ts  debarked on a r r i v a l  at San Francisco,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
(c )  USS PONCE v i s i t e d  San Francisco 25-29 August, P r i o r  t o  

depa r tu re ,  M r ,  Henry M, Plymire,  San Jose ,  C a l i f o r n i a  and M r ,  A, M, Olsen, San 
Francisco,  C a l i f o r n i a  embarked a s  SECNAV gues ts  f o r  t h e  voyage t o  Long Beach and 
San Diego, C a l i f o r n i a ,  While i n  San Francisco over 400 gues t s+u i . s i t ed  t h e  s h i p ,  

(d) Following San Francisco,  USS PONCE made a  b r i e f  s t o p  a t  
Long Beach, C a l i f o r n i a  on 30 August t o  on-load two MSBYs f o r  t r a n s p o r t  t o  
Charleston,  South Carol ina,  PONCE then  v i s i t e d  San Diego u n t i l  2  September 1971, 

(e )  A goodwill  p o r t - o f - c a l l  was made t o  Mazatlan, Mexico dur ing  
4-6 September, Over 300 gues t s  toured t h e  sh ip ,  (Annex C) 

(£1 USS PONCE v i s i t e d  Acapulco, Mexico 8-10 September 1971, (Annex D) 
(g) Upon depa r tu re  from Acapulco, Mexico USS PONCE,.refueled t h r e e  

Spanish MSO's r e c e n t l y  acquired from the  United S t a t e s ,  DMS GUADALMEDPNA ( ~ 4 2 ) ,  
DMS GUADAQUIVIR (M43), and DMS GUADALETE (M41) who were en rau te  t o  Cadfz, Spain 
v i a  Panama Canal, A s  t h e  f i r s t  r e f u e l i n g  e x e r c i s e  f o r  PONCE, t h e  evolu t ion  
developed i n t o  an al l -day a f f a i r  due t o  i nexac t  p o s i t i o n  r e p o r t s  of t h e  storm 
separa ted  MSOPs, Refuel ing of t h e  t h i r d  and l a s t  MSO was completed about 0200 
t h e  fol lowing morning without  mishap, Souveniors and goodwill messages were 
exchanged between a l l  s h i p s  i n  a  S p i r i t  of Comraderfe, 

(h) USS PONCE t r a n s i t e d  t h e  Panama Canal on 15  September and 
then  proceeded t o  Ponce, Puerto Rico a r r i v i n g  18  September 1971, F u l l  r e p o r t  
of t h e  v i s i t  t o  PONCE's namesake c i t y  is contained i n  Annex E, 

( i )  PONCE a r r i v e d  i n  San Juan, Puerto Rico 22 September 1971 
and was welcomed by r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  Navy League, M r ,  Bob Schafer ,  P re s iden t  
of t h e  10th  Region of t h e  Navy League, presented t h e  crew wi th  f i v e  co lo r  
t e l e v i s i o n  s e t s  on t h e i r  beha l f ,  



(j) bn 26 September 197P, a b r l e f  s t o p  was made i n  Charleston,  
South Carol ina t o  off- load two MSBcs, 

(k) Af t e r  ga l a  a r r i v a l  ceremonies fn h e r  homeport of Norfolk, 
V i rg in i a  on 28 September, PONCE departed 1 3  October f o r  Refresher  Training a t  
F l e e t  Training Group, Guansanamo Bay, Enroute t o  Guanzanamo, Lady PONCE t r ans -  
por ted  "A" Company, 2nd AMTRACK B a t t a l i o n  to Vfeques, FOR;  A r r i v a l  d a t e  a t  
Guantanamo Bay was 19 October 1971, 

e ,  ReEresher Tra in ing ,  --- 

(1) USS PONCE (LPD 15)  p a r t i c i p a t e d  9n a-new t r a i n l n g  program a t  
Guantanamo, wherein t h e  Commander of t h e  F l e e t  Tra in ing  Group f s  allowed t o  s e t  
t h e  time frame of t h e  s h i p ' s  Operat ional  Training. based on progress  r a t e ,  PONCE 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  passed h e r  REFTRA OR1 i n  l e s s  than f i v e  weeks, a t t a i n i n g  one of t h e  
h ighes t  s co res  ever  achieved by an  amphibious s h i p  undergokng t r a i n i n g  a t  
Guantanamo, 

(2) During t h e  period 5-8 November, USS PONCE t r anspor t ed  250 m i l i t a r y  
personnel  and dependents and c i v i l i a n  workers from Guantanamo Bay t o  Montego 
Bay, Jamaica f o r  a  l i b e r t y  weekend, The s h i p  e n t e r t a i n e d  many l o c a l  c i t kzens  
during open house v i s i t i n g ,  

(3) USS PONCE re turned  t o  Guantanamo 8 November f o r  completion of 
t r a i n i n g ,  While underway f o r  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  USS PONCE t r anspor t ed  SEABEE 
equipment and YFd 50 t o  Andros I s l a n d ,  The s h i p  a r r i v e d  i n  Norfolk, V i rg in i a  
23 November 1971, 

f ,  F ina l  Contract  Tr ia l s lLeave  and Upkeep, --  - .--- .- .- -----a. -- - 

(1) USS PONCE was depermed a t  Crib # 3 ,  Depeming S t a t i o n ,  Norfolk 
during 30 November - 1 December 1971, 

(2) F i n a l  Contract  T r i a l s  were conducted i n  Chesapeake Bay l a s t i n g  
through 17 December and conducted by Sub-Board, Inspec t ion  and Survey, Norfolk, 

(3) USS PONCE (LPD 15)  was placed i n  upkeep s t a t u s  a t  Naval S t a t fon ,  
Norfolk 17-31 December, a t  which time hol iday  l eave  per iod  cornmeneed, 




