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I. Command Organization 

A. Commanding Off icers  

1, Captain D. L. Glunt 
15  May 1974 t o  11 Ju ly  1975 

2. Captain P. J. Mulloy 
11 Ju ly  1975 t o  present  

B. Amphibious Squadron Assignment 

1. Amphibious Squadron FOUR 
1 October 1973 t o  present  

11. Chronological Summary of Operations f o r  1975 

The a r r i v a l  of t h e  new year found PONCE as an element of the  
Sixth  F lee t  Amphibious Group with the  Second Bat ta l ion ,  Eighth 
Marines, embarked. PONCE spent  the  Christmas season i n  Barcelona, 
Spain on a rou t ine  por t  v i s i t / h o l i d a y  leave period. On t h e  9 th  of 
January PONCE got underway and a r r ived  a t  San Raphael, France f o r  
a por t  visit, 16 January through 1 8  January. Underway once again on 
19 January, PONCE made severa l  s h o r t  p o r t  visits t o  pick up l i f t s  of 
opportunity. She a r r ived  i n  Athens 23 January, Soudha, Crete 24 
January, Augusta Bay, S i c i l y  26 January, Naples 27 January, LaMadalena, 
Sardinia  28 January and a r r i v i n g  i n  Livorno, I t a l y  on 29 January f o r  
a por t  visit. Gett ing underway on t h e  30th, PONCE ar r ived  i n  Pian 
d i  S p i l l e ,  I t a l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Amphibious Landing Exercise 7-75, 
31 January through 6 February. I n  February, PONCE made two rou t ine  
por t  visi$p t o  Toulon, France 8 t o  9 February, and t o  Valencia, 
Spain 14 through 23 February. On the  24th PONCE ar r ived  a t  Carboneras, 
Spain t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Amphibious Landing Exercise 8A-75, 24 t o  28 
February. During PHIBLEX 8A-75, Commander Sixth  F l e e t  made a s h o r t  
v i s i t  t o  PONCE. PONCE'S l a s t  por t  visit of her  deployment was t o  
Rota, Spain, 2 through 8 March. On 8 March 1975, PONCE got underway 
from Rota, and set he r  course f o r  home, Norfolk, Virginia. Af ter  
an  uneventful eleven day crossing,  t h e  Second Battal ion,  Eighth 
Marines were offloaded i n  Morehead City, North Carolina, on t h e  19th. 
March 20th saw PONCE a r r i v e  i n  Norfolk, The month of Apr i l  was spent  
i n  a post  deployment, leave  and upkeep s t a t u s .  On Saturday, t h e  24th 
of May, PONCE got underway t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  operat ion "Solid Shield" 
(May 24 t o  3 June) o f f  the  coast  of North Carolina as an element of 
Task Group 124.5. When PONCE returned from Solid Shield, she went 
i n t o  a tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  (4 - 14 June) i n  preparat ion f o r  her  
INSURV inspection,  which was held  the  week of 23 - 27 June. The most 
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s i g n i f i c a n t  event of Ju ly  occurred on the  eleventh, i n  which Captain 
Paul  J. Mulloy re l ieved Captain D. L. Glunt as Commanding Off icer  of 
the  USS PONCE. PONCE w a s  again underway from t h e  16th  t o  the  25th 
of J d y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a composffe t r a i n i n g  exerc i se  a t  Onslow 
'Bay, North Carolina. PONCE was again off  Onslow Bay, August 4 t o  8, 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a Reserve Marine Amphibious Unit Landing Exercise. 
The rest of August and the  f i r s t  h a l f  of September were spent  pre- 
paring f o r  a North At lan t i c  deployment. On the  26th of September, 
PONCE g o t  underway, but  due t o  a casual ty  i n  the  number one main 
reduction gear, she was forced t o  re tu rn  t o  Norfolk t h a t  afternoon. 
Repairs were e f fec ted  by Norfolk Naval Shipyard, and PONCE got 
underway 0742, 28 September f o r  Bremerhaven, West Germany with t h e  
USS FARRAGUT (DDG-37) i n  company. Embarked were elements of the  
Second Bat ta l ion ,  Sixth Marines. On the  4th of October, PONCE 
joined Task Group 21.6. After  a fourteen day crossing,  highlighted 
by unseasonably good weather and in tens ive  t r a in ing ,  PONCE arr ived 
i n  Bremerhaven on t h e  11th. An immediate off load commenced, with 
u n i t s  of the  36th Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU) moving inland t o  
opera te  wi th  o ther  NhTO forces  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  exerc i se  "Reforger 75". 
PONCE remained i n  Bremerhaven 11 - 19 October, providing l o g i s t i c  
support f o r  t h e  Marines ashore. The rest of October was taken up by 
two pleasant  por t  visits. PONCE and @ ALBANY were t h e  guests of 
the  R ~ y a l  Netherland Marines i n  Rotterdam, from the  22nd t o  t h e  25th 
of October. And the  27th t o  t h e  30th were spent  i n  Le Havre, France. 
PONCE ar r ived  i n  Plymouth, England on 31 October, and units of the  
36th MAU offloaded t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  Phase I of  exercise "Triple 
Jubilee", with t h e  Royal Marines. Af ter  a superb seven day por t  
visit, PONCE departed Plymouth on the  7th of November and a r r ived  a t  
Arish M e 1 1  Bay on the  8 th  t o  conduct an amphibious landing which 
commenced phase I1 of exerc i se  Tr ip le  Jubi lee .  The 10th  t o  the  14th  
of November w e r e  spent  operat ing out  of Portland, England, conducting 
various exerc ises ,  including j o i n t  operat ions with u n i t s  of the  Royal 
Navy, Royal Air Force, and the  Konlijke Marine. PONCE again found 
herse l f  v i a i t i n g  Le Havre, from t h e  15th t o  the  18th  of November. 
On 17 November Captain Paul  J. Mulloy, USN, hosted a formal dinner 
par ty  on board PONCE. Many of  the  guests w e r e  l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s ,  
including the  Sub-prefect of the  Le Havre Region. PONCE ar r ived  
i n  Dundee, Scotland on 20 November, and anchored a t  Buddon, i n  the  
F i r t h  of Tay, on 22 November, t o  conduct amphibious exerc ises  i n  
conjunction with phase th ree  of "Triple ~ u b i l e e "  . Throughout the  
above p o r t  visits many bi-centennial  Navy celebra t ions  w e r e  con- 
ducted with fore ign guests  as w e l l  as extensive host ing of crew- 
members by European f r iends  i n  a t r u l y  successful  "goodwill" 
exchange. U. S. and Navy performance and image w e r e  commented 
upon most favorably by fore ign d i g n i t a r i e s  and o the r  responsible 
o f f i c i a l s .  On the 26th of November PONCE got  underway f o r  Morehead 
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City, North Carolina. Af ter  steaming through t h e  English Channel, 
PONCE rendezvoued wi th  Task Group 21.6, and commenced "Transit S ix  
Gun: conducting numerous opera t ional  and t r a i n i n g  exerc ises .  The 
PONCE ar r ived  i n  Morehead City on the  10th  of December, and t h e  men 
and equipment of t h e  Second Battal ion,  Sixth  Marines, and Medium 
Assault Helo Squadron 263, were offloaded. PONCE's own homecoming 
occurred the  next  day, December 11, a t  P i e r  5, Norfolk Naval S ta t ion  
a t  1030. The c lose  of 1975 found PONCE, and her  much-travelled crew 
members a t  home with t h e i r  loved ones f o r  the  Christmas holiday. 
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