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L. Command Organization 
(a)  Commanding Off icer :  Captain Paul J. MJLLOY, 11 Ju ly  1975 t o  16 

September 1976. Captain James R. ALLINGHAM, 16 September 1976 t o  present .  

(b) Amphibious Squadron assignment: Amphibious Squadron FOUR. 1 Octe- 
ber  1975 t o  present .  

111 Chronological Summary of Operations f o r  1976: N e e t e e n  Seventy s i x  opened 
with USS PONCE (LPD15) i n  her  home por t  of Norfolk, Virginia ,  i n  a leave 
and upkeep s t a t u s .  Following completion of t h e  holiday period,  PONCE com- 
menced preparat ions f o r  a Modified Operational Propulsion Plant  Examination 
(MOPPE) . 

On the  30th of January, t h e  ship  was v i s i t e d  by t h e  Honorable J .  W i l l i a m  
MIDDENDORF 11, Secretary of t h e  Navy. During t h e  course of h i s  v i s i t  t o  
t h e  ship ,  the  Secretary presented t h e  Engineering Department with t h e  Order 
of t h e  Golden Snipe. The Secretary,  i n  making t h e  Golden-Snipe presenta t ion,  
paid s p e c i a l  recognit ion t o  t h e  engineers v i t a l  r o l e  i n  mAd~~&ii&ddgg t h e  
opera t ional  readiness of t h e  ship .  On h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h e  PONCE, Secretayy 
MIDDENDORF was accompanied by Vice Admiral Robert E. ADAMSON, U.S. NAVY, 
Commander Naval Surface Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  f l e e t .  

I n  February, PONCE continued preparat ions f o r  the  propulsion p lan t  in- 
spection.  Operationally, t h e  s h i p  pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  Naval Reserve t r a in -  
i n g  program a s  a t r a i n i n g  platform f o r  two F lee t  Expansion Units ,  LSD-513 
and LPH-1314. Each u n i t  was assigned t o  t h e  PONCE f o r  a two week period. 
Enl is ted  personnel of both ~nit?pinte~rate$~:irectl~ i n t o  t h e  sh ip ' s  com- 
pany f o r  t h e i r  a c t i v e  duty f o r  t r a i n i n g  and4assigned t o  d iv i s ions  based on t 
t h e i r  rat ing,  *of e ss iona l  t r a i n i n g  requirements determined t h e  assignment 
of reserve  o f f i c e r s  t o  b i l l e t s  i n  t h e  sh ip ' s  various departments. 

On 4 March, PONCE entered AFDM-7, a f l o a t i n g  drydock, located a t  t h e  
Destroyer and Submarine P ie r s ,  Norfolk Naval Sta t ion,  t o  have her bottom 
scraped and painted. PONCE w a s  the  f d r s t  amphibious t r anspor t  dock and 
l a r g e s t  sh ip  ever t o  be l i f t e d  by AFDM-7. PONCE'S f h r s t  paved t h e  way f o r  
o ther  l a r g e  Norfolk based sh ips  t o  have underwater h u l l  maintenance per- 
formed without t h e  requirement t o  e n t e r  a shipyard. 

Leaving AFDM-7 on t h e  26th of March, PONCE returned t o  t h e  Norfolk 
Naval S ta t ion  p i e r s  f o r  an add i t iona l  month t o  continue propulsion p lan t  
maintenance and t r a i n i n g  and t o  prepare f o r  her  forthcoming deployment £0 
t h e  Sixhh Fleet .  On 26 Apri l ,  PONCE s a i l e d  from Norfalk t o  conduct under- 
way t r a i n i n g  and tka MOPPE i n  the  Virginia  Capes Operation Area. The 
sh ip  returned t o  Norfolk on the  30th of Apr i l  and completed t h e  Propulsion 
P lan t  Examination on 3 May. The Propulsion Examining Board found t h a t  
PONCE was s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n  bothepropulsion p lan t  mater ia l  condition and watch- 
s tander  t r a in ing .  Addit ionally,  t h e  ship  was c e r t i f i e d  ready f o r  u n r e s t r i c t -  
ted operat ions.  

From 3 May through 7 May 1976, PONCE was again underway f o r  sea  t r a in -  
ing.  During t h i s  period,  she w a s  committed t o  a t a c t i c a l  test f o r  t h e  
Marine u n i t s  assigned f o r  t h e  Mediterranean deployment i n  June. Following 
the  sh ip ' s  r e tu rn  hboNorfolk, t h e  A t l a n t i c  F lee t  Nuclear Weapons Training 



Group conducted a Nuclear Neapons Technical Proficiency Inspeciion (NTPI) 
aboard PONEE on the 12 th  and 13th  of May. The Commander i n  Chief, U.S. A t -  
l a n t i c  F lee t ,  commended PONCE by o f f i c i a l  message f o r  receiving a grade of 
outstanding i n  a l l  a reas  of the  inspect2on. f n  his message, the F lee t  
Commander noted t h a t  1976 was t h e  second year i n  a row t h a t  PONCE had per- 
formed s o  we l l  during an NTPI. Similar  recognit ion was received from the  
Commander Naval Surface Force, U.S. A t l a n t i c  F lee t ,  v i a  o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r .  

On 7 June 1976, USS PONCE s a i l e d  from Norfolk f o r  Morehead City,  
North Carolina, t o  embark elements of t h e  Third Bat ta l ion ,  Second Marines. 
Departing Morehead City a s  a p a r t  of Mediterranean Amphibious Ready Group 
2-76 (MARG 2-76) i n  company with USS IWO J I M A ,  USS CORONADO, USS PORTLAND 
and USS NEWPORT, PONCE t r a n s i t e d  t h e  North A t l a n t i c  and ar r ived a t  Rota, 
Spain, on t h e  18th of June. Remaining i n  Rota less than 72 hours, PONCE 
and MARG 2-76 s a i l e d  f o r  Carboneras, Spain, t o  conduct amphibious assau l t  
t r a in ing .  After  a day's operat ions off  Carboneras, the  sh ips  of MARG 2-76 
s d S d d f b b e C a r b ~ ~ e r J a ~ ~  movement toward Ki th i ra ,  Greece. 

Arriving a t  K i t h i r a  anchorage on 26 June, MARG 2-76 re l ieved t h e  u n i t s  
comprising MARG 1-76 of t h e i r  d u t i e s  as  Task Force 61  &h&Hda88fphtE2aet. 
Assuming t h e  r o l e  of Task Force 61 immediately t h r u s t  PONCE i n t o  a con- 
tingency operat ion.  Task Force 61 was di rec ted  t o  prepare f o r  the  Bvacuation 
of American c i t i z e n s  and t h i r d  p a r t y  na t iona l s  from war-ravaged Lebanon. 

After  spending near ly  aamonth on s t a t i o n  a t  Ki th i ra ,  Task Force 61  was 
ordered t o  proceed eastward and take  s t a t i o n  off  t h e  coas t  of Lebanon t o  
conduct an evacuation of nonoombatant c i v i l i a n s .  PONCE was designated 
a l t e r n a t e  evacuee t ranspor t  and prepared t o  reueive up t o  th ree  hundred 
evacuees. PONCE'S se rv ices ,  however, were not d i r e c t l y  u t i l i z e d .  A l l  evacuees 
were removed from Beirut  on 27 J u l y  by t h e  USS CORONADO and transported 
by t h a t  sh ip  t o  Athens, Greece. For t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the  second 
non-combatant evacuation from Beirut ,  the  u n i t s  of Task Force 61were  
commended by the  President ,  the  Secretary of Defense, t h e  J o i n t  Chiefs 
of Staf f  and the  Chief of Naval Operations. 

Departing Lebanese waters ,  t h e  sh ips  of Task Force 61  stopped b r i e f l y  
a t  Souda Bay, Crete, before proceeding t o  assigned l s b e r t y  por ts .  PONCE 
c a l l e d  a t  Siracuse,  S i c i l y ,  f o r  a rou t ine  por t  v i s i t  from 31 Ju ly  t o  1 3  
August . 

Sor t i e ing  famn S i c i l y ,  Task Farce 61 returned t o  Greek waters t o  con- 
duct amphibious t r a i n i n g  exdrcises a t  Vatika on the  south coast  from 19 
t o  22 August. Departing Vatika, PONCE made her  way t o  Naples, I t a l y  f o r  a 
tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  with USS PUGET SOUND from 24 August through 10 September. 
Sa i l ing  from Naples on t h e  l o t h ,  PONCE was ordered t o  Toulon, France, t o  
continue her maintenance and upkeep a t  t h e  Naval shipyard located i n  
t h a t  por t .  Toulon was a l s o  the  s e t t i n g  f o r  a change of command ceremony 
i n  which Captain James R. ALLINGHAM, U.S. Navy, r e l i eved  Captain Paul J. 
MULLOY, W.S. Navy, a s  Commanding Off icer  of USS PONCE on 16 September. 

Leaving Toulon on the  21st of September, PONCE returned t o  Naples a 
a r r i v i n g  the re  on t h e  23rd t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  planning phase of Display 
Determination, lcmajor NATO Naval exerc ise  spanning the  e n t i r e  Mediterranean. 
Task Force 61 departed Naples on the  25th of September f o r  Capo Teulad4, 
Sardinia ,  t o  conduct a r ehearsa l  of the  amphibious a s s a u l t  phase of Display 



Determination. Upon completion of t h e  rehearsa l  on 27 September, t h e  
fo rce  continued w e s t  t o  Rota, Bpain, whkre t h e  exerc ise  was t o  begin. 

On 2 Ochober, Task Force 61 l e f t  Rota f o r  a rendezvous with a convoy 
of merchant sh ips  e a s t  of t h e  S t r a i t  of B ibra l t a r .  EQeort across t h e  Mediterranean 
ranean was provided by U.S.,British, French and I t a l i a n  Naval Forces. 
Portuguese sh ips  pa r t i c ipa ted  a s  e s c o r t s  i n  t h e  western appaoaches t o  t h e  S t r  
S t r a i t  of Gibra l tar .  

Detaching from t h e  main force ,  Task Force 61, wi th  I t a l i a n  amphibious 
forces  i n  company, steamed up t h e  weak coast  of I t a l y  t o  execute t h e  
amphibious a s s a u l t  por t ion  of Display Determination. Arriving a t  Pian d i  
S p i l l e ,  I t a l y ,  on 8 October, a landing was conducted under the  observation 
of General Alexander Haig, U.S. Army, Supreme Al l ied  Commander Europe, 
and other  d i g n i t a r i e s  both ashore and a f l o a t .  Among t h e  NATO o f f i c i a l s  
embarked i n  USS PONCE a t  t h i s  t i m e  were t h e  Commander Naval Forces Southern 
Europe, Admiral Luigi  Tamasuolo, I t a l i a n  Navy;;Vice Admiral S i lva  Horta, 
Vice Chief, Naval S t a f f ,  Portuguese Navy; and Ambassador Catalano %i Melilli ,  
I t a l i a n  Permanent Representative t o  NATO. 

Completion of Exercise Display Determination found PONCE i n  Naples once 
more f o r  another tender a v a i l a b i l i t y  with t h e  PUGET SOUND. PONCE departed 
Naples on 20 October t o  carry  ou t  the  l a s t  amphibious exerc i se  of t h e  deploy- 
ment a t  Vatika, Greece. Weighing anchor a t  Vatika on 27 October, PONCE 
was routed t o  Genoa, I t a l y ,  f o r  a two week por t  v i s i t .  While i n  G~noa,  
major propulsion p lan t  r e p a i r s  -conducted with t h e  ass i s t ance  of U.S. conc-P 
t r a c t o r  personnel and the  C.N.R. shipyard. The l a s t  por t  c a l l  of t h e  deployment 
was made a t  Rota, Spain, where turnover was  conducted with t h e  u n i t s  of 
W G  1-77. Upon completion o f f t h e  turnover and desna i l  operat ions,  PONCE 
and the  o ther  ships  t h a t  had cons t i tu ted  t a s k  force  61  from June t o  Novem- 
be r  1976 departed Rota f o r  the  r e t u r n  t r a n s i t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  a s  
Task Unit 22.2.8. 

I n  conjunction with the  t r a n s i t  home, PONCE was assigned t h e  mission 
of t ranspor t ing two Puma he l i cop te r s  and t h i i r  crews from Lagos Bay, Port- 
ugal ,  t o  Lajes Fie ld  i n  t h e  Azores. The two he l i cop te r s  deck loaded on 
PONCE were t h e  f i r s t  Portuguese A i r  Force a i r c r a f t  ever  deployed t o  t h e  
Azores. They comprised t h e  nucleus of a newly es tabl ished u n i t ,  the  
42nd Squadron, Portuguese A i r  Force. 

Another t a sk  a s s i a e d  t h e  ships  of Task Unit 22.2.8 on t h e i r  North 
At lan t i c  t r a n s i t  was a Polymode Survey C6r the  Off ice  Of Naval Research. 
The ob jec t ive  of t h i s  oceanographic research was t o  c o l l e c t  sea  temperature 
da ta  along a spec i f i ed  swath of ocean t o  confirm t h e  exis tence  of cold 
water eddies t h a t  a f f e c t  sound propagation i n  t h e  ocean. 

Completion of t h e  North A t l a n t i c  t r a n s i t  and t h e  offloading of embarlied 
Marine Units a t  Morehead City,  Nor th~Carol ina ,  was folihowed by PONCE'S 
r e t u r n  t o  her homeport of Norfolk. The remainder of the  year was spent  
i n  a leave  and upkeep s t a t u s  a t  Norfolk Baval Sta t ion.  


