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1979 COMMAND H I S T O R Y  



I.' COMMAND ORGANIZATION 

A. COMMANDING OFFICER'S 

1. C a p t a i n  R i c h a r d  G .  Murphy ,  USN, -7.1 
1 2  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8  t o  1 7  May 1 9 7 9  

2 .  C a p t a i n  C h a r l e s  G. F e l k i n s ,  USN, r 
1 7  May 1 9 7 9  t o  P r e s e n t  

B. AMPHIBIOUS SQUADRON ASSIGNMENTS 

1. COMPHIBRON FOUR 1 JAN - 3 1  MAR 1 9 7 9  

2. COMPHIBRON EIGHT 1 APR - 3 1  DEC 1 9 7 9  



11. CHRONOLOGICAL SUMMARY OF OPERATION FOR 1979 

The y e a r  1979 opened w i t h  PONCE moored c o l d  i r o n  t o  P i e r  
f o u r ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Nava l  S t a t i o n ,  No r fo l k . ,  V i r g i n i a  w i t h  a  
l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s h i p ' s  company on New Y e a r ' s  l e a v e .  

On 15 and 16 F e b r u a r y  PONCE was underway f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  
i n  t h e  new y e a r  s t e a m i n g  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i n  t h e  VA capes o p e r a t i n g  
a rea .  On 20  F e b r u a r y  a f t e r  s h o r t  n o t i c e  PONCE g o t  underway t o  
a s s i s t  i n  a  j o i n t  Navy - Coas t  Guard e f f o r t  s e n t  t o  r e c o v e r  a  
S H - 3  Coas t  Guard h e l i c o p t e r  w h i c h  had c r a s h e d  i n  t h e  ocean o f f  
t h e  c o a s t  o f  Massachuse t t s .  The e f f o r t  t o  r e c o v e r  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  p r o v e d  t o  be  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  The month o f  F e b r u a r y  
ended w i t h  PONCE c o n d u c t i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  V i r g i n i a .  

Amph ib ious  R e f r e s h e r  T r a i n i n g  was c o n d u c t e d  f r o m  5  t o  9  March. 
T h i s  p m v e d  t o  be an e x c e l l e n t  t r a i n i n g  p e r i o d  as t h e  s h i p  
enhanced i t s  amph ib i ous  c a p a b i l i t i e s .  March 1 4 t h  and 1 5 t h  PONCE 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  t h e  O p e r a t i o n a l  P r o p u l s i o n  P l a n t  Exami-  
n a t i o n  ( O P P E )  t o  t h e  c r e d i t  o f  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  Depar tment .  A f t e r  
s p e n d i n g  t h e  weekend i n  p o r t  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  OPPE, t h e  B o a r d  o f  
I n s p e c t i o n  and Su rvey  (INSURV) came a b o a r d  t o  c o n d u c t  an I N S U R V  
and a g a i n  PONCE d i d  w e l l .  I n  f a c t ,  PONCE, was t h e  f i r s t  s h i p  i n  
t h e  A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o n d u c t  t h e  OPPE and I N S U R V  
back t o  back.  

A f t e r  an upkeep p e r i o d  i n  N o r f o l k ,  PONCE embarked m a r i n e s  on 
9  A p r i l  f o r  t r a i n i n g  o f f  Onslow Beach, N o r t h  C a r o l i n a .  T h i s  
t r a i n i n g  was i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  dep loymen t  w i t h  t h e  SIXTH FLEET 
as p a r t  o f  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Amph ib ious  Read iness  Group (MARG) 2-79.  
A f t e r  MARB 2-79 t r a i n i n g  P O N C E  r e t u r n e d  t o  N o r f o l k  f o r  an upkeep 
p e r i o d .  

The month o f  May was a  busy  month.  B e s i d e s  mak ing  a l l  t h e  
p r e p a r a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  a  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  dep loymen t  t h e  c rew 
was a l s o  busy  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  change o f  command h e l d  on 17 May. 
On t h a t  day  t h e  c rew  s a i d  "bodbye''. t o  C a p t a i n  R. G .  Murphy and 
"Welcome Aboard"  t o  C a p t a i n  C. G. F e l  k i n s .  On May 2 3 r d  PONCE 
g o t  underway f o r  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  f o r  a  f i v e  and one h a l f  month 
c r u i s e  l a s t i n g  u n t i l  November 7, 1979. The f i r s t  p o r t  on t h e  
c r u i s e  was Morehead City,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o  embark j u s t  o v e r  
f i v e  h u n d r e d  m a r i n e s .  These embarked m a r i n e s  w o u l d  r e m a i n  w i t h  
PONCE t h r o u g h  t h e  e n t i r e  dep loyment .  

On t h e  f i f t h  o f  June PONCE i n  company w i t h  o t h e r  u n i t s  o f  
MARG 2-79 a r r i v e d  i n  Rota,  S p a i n  f o r  a  t u r n o v e r  w i t h  t h e  amphib- 
i o u s  u n i t  t h a t  had been o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  f o r  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  f i v e  and one h a l f  months.  

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  s p e n t  as a  u n i t  o f  t h e  SIXTH FLEET, 
PONCE had a  s u c c e s s f u l  dep loyment .  The s h i p  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h r e e  amph ib i ous  e x e r c i s e s ,  two  t r a i n i n g  anchorages ,  a  m a j o r  
SIXTH FLEET e x e r c i s e  ( N a t i o n a l  Week X X V I I )  and  a  m a j o r  NATO 
e x e r c i s e  ( D i s p l a y  D e t e r m i n a t i o n ) .  P o r t  v i s i t s  were  made t o  
Malaga,  Palma De M a l l o r c a  and Car tagena ,  Spa in ,  Taormina ,  



S i c i l y ,  N a p l e s ,  I t a l y  and Athens ,  Greece .  

D e p a r t i n g  t h e  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  on 2 5  O c t o b e r  PONCE a r r i v e d  i n  
h e r  homeport  o f  N o r f o l k ,  V i r g i n i a  on 7 November a f t e r  a  s t o p  
i n  Morehead C I t y ,  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a  t o  d isembark  t h e  m a r i n e s  on 
6 November. PONCE s p e n t  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  1979 i n  homeport  f o r  
a  p o s t  dep loyment  and holiday leave k ~ t o d ~ a d i  crpkeep 


