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1. I n  accordance w i t h  re fe rence  ( a )  enc losure  (1 )  i s  forwarded. 



USS PONCE (LPD-15) COMMAND HISTORY - 1982 

USS PONCE (LPD-15) began t h e  year  moored t o  t h e  p i e r  a t  t h e  Naval S ta t i on ,  
Nor fo lk ,  VA under t h e  ope ra t i ona l  c o n t r o l  o f  CTG 22.5, a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  of 
COMPHIBRON S I X  and tasked  as CTG 22.5.5. 

Januarv 

The month o f  January was busy w i t h  workups f o r  t h e  up coming deployment. 
These i n c l u d e d  wet we1 1 ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  Chesapeake Bay w i t h  Assau l t  C r a f t  U n i t  2 
on 5-6 January, work-up w i t h  USS GUADALCANAL, USS FORT SNELLING, USS SHREVEPORT and 
USS SUMTER I n  t h e  VACAPES OPAREAS from 11-15 January and then  underway enrou te  
t o  Moorehead City, N.C. on 27 January t o  l o a d  Marine equipment and personnel. On 
29 January, Marine Amphibious U n i t  36 had been loaded and we were underway f o r  
exe rc i se  A1 1 oy Express. 

February 

The month of February found t h e  PONCE enrou te  t o  Portsmouth, U.K.. On 2 
February 1982 a c o l l i s i o n  occurred w i t h  USS FORT SNELLING t h a t  caused minor  damage 
t o  t h e  p o r t  s ide ,  ma in l y  t o  t h e  accomadation l adde r  and t h e  f l i g h t  deck catwalk,  
w h i l e  conduct ing a tow ing  exerc ise.  On 10 February 1982, PONCE a r r i v e d  i n  
Portsmouth, U.K. f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  u n t i l  15 February 1982, a t  which t i m e  she go t  
underway f o r  So r re i sa  Norway t o  o f f - l o a d  t h e  embarked Marines. Th i s  occurred on 
20 February 1982. On 2 1  February 1982, PONCE was enrou te  t o  Tromso, Norway f o r  a 
p o r t  v i s i t  from 22-28 February 1982. Underway again on t h e  28 o f  February, PONCE 
anchored o f f  Sorre isa,  Norway on March f o r  t h e  embarkation o f  our  Marine Un i ts .  

March 

March found t h e  PONCE enrou te  L e k s i v i  k, Norway f o r  a rehearsa l  l and ing  i n  
p repa ra t i on  f o r  a D-Day l a n d i n g  a t  L i l l e sgona ,  Norway on 10  March. The t r a n s i t  
t o  L i l l e s g o n a  was conducted as an en te r l eads  t r a n s i t ,  a f i r s t  f o r  t h e  Amphibous Group. 
The l a n d i n g  was cance l l ed  due t o  bad weather and t h e  PONCE proceeded t o  Bye rkv i r ,  
Norway f o r  a 1 i b e r t y  p o r t  v i s i t  commencing o f  11 March 1982. On 19 March, PONCE 
was aga in  underway enrou te  Portsmouth, U.K. f o r  an equipment wash down t h a t  
occur red  25-29 March 1982. On 29 March, PONCE was enrou te  f o r  a p o r t  v i s i t  
f rom 30 March - 2 A p r i l ,  i n  Amsterdam Netherlands. 

Ap r i  1 

A p r i l  began w i t h  a s h i f t  i n  ope ra t i ona l  c o n t r o l  t o  CTU 22.2.3 on t h e  f i r s t  
and underway f o r  home on t h e  second. PONCE a r r i v e d  i n  Moorehead City, N.C. On 14 
A p r i l  f o r  t h e  debarka t ion  o f  t h e  Marine Amphibious U n i t  36 and home i n  No r fo l k ,  
VA on 15 A p r i l .  

May 

The month o f  May was spent as a p o r t  deployment upkeep p e r i o d  w i t h  t h e  
excep t ion  o f  f u l l  weapon o f f  l o a d  a t  Yorktown, VA d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  24 -26 
May. 

Enc losure (1 )  



June - 
On 1 June PONCE depar ted N o r f o l k  enrou te  t o  Brooklyn, NY a r r i v e  on 2 June 

1982. On 22 June 1982 PONCE en te red  d r y  dock. Th i s  marked t h e  commencement o f  a 
r e g u l a r  overhaul t h a t  would f i n i s h  t h e  yea r  w i t h  PONCE moored t o  p i e r  "J" a t  t h e  
Coastal  Dry Dock Corporat ion, Brooklyn, NY. 

Other impor tan t  events  d u r i n g  t h e  year  were as f o l l o w s  a t  Coastal  Dry Dock 
Co rpo ra t i  on Brooklyn, NY: 

- 30 June 1982 - Commander Thomas Chandler was r e l i e v e d  by Commander M i l t o n  R. 
Long, JR. as Execut ive O f f i c e r .  

- 10 J u l y  1982 - PONCE marked i t s  e l even th  yea r  as a commissioned vessel  w i t h  a 
basebal l  game and p i c n i c  a long w i t h  a cake c u t t i n g  cereomony. 

- 3 December 1982 - I n  ceremonies i n  t h e  w e l l  deck, Captain Danie l  P. March was 
r e l i e v e d  as commanding o f f i c e r  by Capta in  Emory P. Zimmer. 

- 10 December 1982 - PONCE was f l o a t e d  o u t  o f  Dry dock and t i e d  up t o  p i e r  "J" a t  
Coastal  Dry Dock Corporat ion,  Brook lyn NY where she remained th rough t h e  y e a r ' s  end. 

Enc losure (1) 


