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USS PONCE (LPD 15) 1985 COMMAND HISTORY 

I n  January o f  1985, Captain Robert P. Lucas became t h e  ten th  o f f i c e r  t o  
comnand PONCE when he r e l i e v e d  Captain Emory P. Zimmer. I n  A p r i l ,  the  sh ip  
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Operation Handclasp, a r e l i e f  e f f o r t  f o r  t h e  pover ty -s t r icken 
nat ives  o f  H a i t i  and Honduras, and i n  May PONCE was once again a p a r t  o f  major 
amphibious operat ions, i nc lud ing  Universal  Trek and Exercise Sol i d  Sh ie ld  85. 
PONCE spent the Fourth o f  J u l y  i n  New York C i t y  "showing the  f l a g "  and went 
immediately no r th  t o  Newport, Rhode I s land  f o r  Surface Warfare O f f i c e r ' s  
School amphibious o r ien ta t i on .  The remaining two weeks o f  the  month were 
involved w i t h  USMC Reserve T ra in ing  a t  Onslow Bay, North Carol ina fo l lowed by 
a l i b e r t y  p o r t  v i s i t  t o  Boston, Massachusetts. An a c t i v e  onboard t r a i n i n g  
program throughout the  summer b e n e f i t t e d  both USNA ROTC midshipmen and NJROTC 
students embarked f o r  selected periads. PONCE deployed t o  the Mediterranean 
i n  November 1985 as an element o f  WRG 1-86 a f t e r  concent ra ted workup per iods 
i n  September and October, and was PCS f o r  the  MARG's f i r s t  amphibious exerc ise 
a t  S i e r r a  de Retin, Spain. The sh ip  completed 1985 w i t h  an extended hol  iday 
upkeep per iod  i n  Barcelona, Spain. PONCE was awarded the  Mer i to r ious  U n i t  
C i t a t i o n  i n  November f o r  support o f  t he  U. S. d ip lomt i c  funct ions i n  Lebanon 
from A p r i l  1984 t o  August 1984. 
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