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COMMANDER CARRIER DIVISION 24
( COMMANDER TASK GROUP 16.12)

SERIAL 07 , 15 MARCH 1946

MAGIC CARPET OPERATIONS

REPORT OF OPERATIONS OF TASK GROUP 16.12
WHOSE MISSION WAS THAT OF RETURNING SERVICE

PERSONNEL FROM THE PACIFIC AREAS TO THE
UNITED STATES.

From the Post-1946 Reports, Box 224, Archives Branch, Naval History and Heritage Command




UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

COD24/Ak=1 AIR FORCE, PACIFIC FLEET
LSP: Hs - - COMMANDER CARRIER DIVISION TWENTY-FOUR

rrier Division TWENTY-FOUR,
Task Group SIXTEEN POINT TWELVE),
Chlef of Naval Operations.,

Te 2

Via ¢ (1) Commander Service Force, U. S. Pacific Fleet. »
(2) Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet,

Subjects Carrier Division 24; report of operations and
dissolution of ‘ -

References: - (a) CinCPac despateh 051311 of September 1945.

=N

(b) CinCPOA despatch 050339 of lareh 1946.
(c) CHO despatch 062050 of Warch 1946.
(a) Gr@phlc verfegnnbeﬁlon of personnel 1ift,

(e) Graphic representation oP total personnel 1ift by
services, 3
(f) Weekly photographs of operational plotting board.
(g) CinCPac Confidertial de espatch 092032 of la
Enclosures: (A) Copy of reference (a).
(B) Copy of reference (b).:
EC) ' reference gc).
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(F) reference (f). BY, AT Bl € 5C
(@) reference (g). sy
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Lo Carrier Division THENIY-FOUR, which operated under the com-
mand of Rear Admirsl Henry S, KENDALL, U, 8, Navy, was dissolved on 15
March 1946 in accordance with re f@feﬂccq (o), (c), and {g). Operational
coatrol of the remaining 23 shij rying the designation, Task Group

N POINT TWELVE, was placed i @ctTv ugmef'fle orgenization of Com-
mander Service | *orce, U. S, Pacific Fleet.

o Carrier Division TWENTY-FOUR, with the designation Task
Group SIXZTEEN POINT TWELVE, was assdgned to dervice Force, U. S, Pacific
Fleet, and given the u1831on of returning service persomnel from the Pac-
ific areas to the United States. On 4 September 1“45 through his issuance
of ¥ feTemce (a) "he Comﬂancef in Ch*eT U. S, PEC fic Fleet, made known
“hig s to operate under the
COoMmmax W s troop transports for
effecting the homewnrd ﬁovem@nt of personnel. n the sa me date, Rear Ad-

miral KEVDALL was ordered to proceed fi earl Harbor by air trans-
port for the purpose of setting up head . Pearl [‘Fbor and forming
the | QSV Group. With five o?iiccvs »46 four Cfllated members of his staff,

R r1 Harbor on & September 1945.

Admiral KENDALL arrived at Fes
a conference with Commander

n p

Service Forece, U, S. Pac ”i c Fleet, Com=




CCD24/04-1 _
ISP: Hs - e
CONEF lD ENTIAL
Subject: Carrier Divis

}mnoer Carrier :
SIZTEEN POINT TWELVE,

cnsted Commander Task Group
formed and. operations were be=- °

gun on 10 September TQpS The progressive increase in the number of ves-
0814 assigned requiz an increase in the nucleus of staff personnel to
a meximum of sixteen officers and forty-four enlisted men '

B There were initially assigned to Task Group SIXTEEN

POINT ”a iLVE, one large aircraft carrier and eighteen escort aircraft

‘5

carriers., By addition of
other types, the Ta%k Grot
15 December 1945, as noted

transportation was dissipa
starting with the release to their postw

more alircraft carriers as
up reached a peak strength of 369 ships on

well as ships of

below, As the 1;ckiog of nersonreW wraiting
ted, the size of the Task Group was reduced
assignments of the battle- -

ships and cruisers on 28 December 1945. 4 gradual reouctvom in strength
continued from that time until the final @lSqO’UBlOH of Carrier Division

THENTY-FOUR was effected.

SHIFS ASSIGHED 70 _TASK GROUP 16,12

Lype Humber.
AH 10
APH 3
AK g
AKA 28
. 1.sz P ‘7
AFA 222
AV 4
BB 6
CA 9
CL 9
Ccv i
CVL s
CVE L6
LSV 6
TOTAL 369
B Commander Task Group SIXTEEN POINT TWELVE is respons-

ible to the Commander in Chi ef U. S, Pacific Fleet, for the weekly

presentation of data covering the return of all personnel
Pacific area regardless of

turned.
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the category or the method by which re~
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ous areac

percertag basis: thirty percent - hc Pulll

the Marianas, thirty percent to the Okinawa-Ja;

ten percent to the other areas includi ing Haw raii

the Southern Pacific, Korea, and China. On 141

was placed in effect under which ships of the Wamh Fl oup were plac

one of three categories, i.e.,, "Army Block", "Navy Block", and “Un—
assigned". Ships assigned to blocks operated between specified ports
of call and gave first priority to members of the service to which they

g 3
were allocated. Local agr reements by A

forward areas resulted in
services to the i" mutual
utilized to =a
shipping. On

Rt
S 14

January

er unexpected 1equireﬂemto

shipping of the Task Group uvbseowentj"
and Coast Guard r onne]

my and Navy commanders in the
frequent inter-change of space between the
advantage. Ships which were "Unassigned" were
: sugment 7100k-~801{ﬂﬁd
1946, the block system was discontinued and all
red primarily in the return

3

i Upon the digsolution of Carrier Division
and the reass ignment of Task Group SIX
of pcrqonnel fe urned to the United St that portion VchH‘”eTe
returned by ships of the Task Group were follows:
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Subject: Carrier Division 24;
dissolution of,
Iumber Returned by TG 16,12
l,zqﬂ 202 501,616
_ 3 448,868 ) 679,819
(ineluding C.G.)
larines 165,410 117,686
Civilian 2291y 8,738
GRAWD TOTAL 3,123,394 1,307,859
The sbove figures are graphically portrayed by reference {e).
* B A monthly tabulation of the number of personnel re-
- turned to the United States follows:
Navy Army Harine Total
Sep. 1945 =~ 164,072 . 8 7)3 8,628 259,856
Oct. 1945 261.21 , 762 26,867 L6, 715
Nov. 1945 271,003 «’1.‘ ,018 50,359 575069
Dec, 1945 242,312 @16,1,4 32,965 695,486
Jan. 1946 277,835 304,518 16,438 601,561
Feb., 1946 173,590 200,578 uw,Cll Ly Oty 401,753
Yar. 1946 ﬁw,n 29 73,534 - __T7,512 /., 069 143,954
GRAND TOTAL 1,448 1,469,202 165, AL0 39,914 3,123,39%
 Reference (e) gives a graphical chturc of the Pbove numbers .

9. Reference (d) gives in graphicael form the predicted
rate of return of personnel, the number actually returned, and the
mumber returned by facilities of the various orgenizations. Ref-
erence (f) contains weekly photographs of the operations plotting

board upon which the approximate ﬂOSWuﬂom of each ship of the Task
Group was represented daily.

H. S. KENDALL

Copy to:
ComAirPac




COMMANDER SERVICE FORCE.
SER-05-ELH/dnf UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
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CONFIDENTTAL
FIRST ENDORSEMENT on
ComCarDiv-24 AL-1 Ltr
Seriasl 07 dated 14
March 1946.
Fron: The Commander Service Force, U. S, Pacific Fleet,
Tos The Chief of Naval Operations.
Via: The Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet.
Subject: Carrier Division 24; report of operations and
dissolution of.
I Forwarded.,
2e The Commander Service Force, United States Pacific Fleet,

desires to express his appreciation and congratulations to Commander
Carrier Division TWENTY=FOUR (Commander Task Group 16.12) and all the
ships of this Task Group for a job well-done.
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Cincpac File
AL-1(2)
UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS
&erl&} HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF
CONFIDENTIAL - 2nd Endorsement on s P ome

ComCarDiv=-2L AL-1l Ltr { AFR

Serial 07 dated 15

March 1946.
From: Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
To: Chief of Naval Operations.
Subject: Carrier Division 24; report of operctlons and (‘r¢4«m

dissolution of. )

s Forwarded.

2. The Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet considers
that the efficient operstions of vessels in Task Group 16.12
which resulted in such a great number of personnel being re-
turned to the United States during this short period most highly
merits a well done to Rear Admiral H. S. Kendall and to the Com-
manding Officers of all vessels formerly under this command.

2 1948 l J. H. TOWERS,
198450
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Copies to:

ComAirPac (lst and 2nd end. only)
ComServPac (2nd end. only)
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Cinepac File

AL=1(2) . UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET
- AND PACIFIC OCEAN AREAS

) HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF p A
seriel:()729 T APR 1946

CONFIDENTIAL d Endorsement on
j éomﬁarDIv-»zE AL-1 Ltr
_ Serial 07 dated 15
Mareh 19L6.

From: Commander in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet.
To: Chief of Neval Operations.

Subject: Carrier Division 24; report of operctions and
dissolution of, '

1. I’én:rarded &5

2e The Commander in Chief, U.8. Pacific Fleet considers
that the effieient operstions of vessels in Tesk Group 16.12
which resulted in such a great number of personnel being re-«
turned to the United States during this short period most highly
merits a well done to Resr Admirel H. S, Kendall and to the Com-
mgnding Officers of all vessels formerly under this command.
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U. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE
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U. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE

DATE: DTG: PREC: CLASS: CRCH:

IEVY QAl ERNO RAY
= R NN A

ORTATION IT 1S EXPEG

COMCARTRANSRONPAC WILL BRX BE




=
ComAirPac— ‘*d. Form. .

U. S. NAVAL COMMUNICATION SERVICE

DATE: DTG: PREC: CLASS: CRCH:
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ON A NOT TO DELAY BASIS X PARA X |IT IS CINCPACS CONCEPT THAT THi
S SHOULD | OWN OR EQUIVALENT AIR GROUPS X SHOULD
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