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Raymond John Toner wae born :i.n Ch:loago, Ill:!nois, on June 8, 
1908, son of James A. and V:lrginta M. (Casey) Toner. He received 
hje early education in Chicago, Illino:!.e, including lrild.en Techni­
cal High School and attended the U, s. Naval Academy Preparatory 
School, Annapolie, Maryland. He late11 received the degree of Bach­
elor of Sc:i.ence :i.n Educational Adm:in:tstration from Northwestern 
University, Ch1.cago, Illino:l.s, and his Maeter of Arte degree :tn 
International Affairs from Northwestern Univere i ty Graduate School. 

A wr:I ter and :tlluetrator, he has had published two boolrn, 11 Mid­
eh:tpman D<!:1vy Jones 11 

, a Juntor Literary Guild Selection ( October 
1938) ~ and 11 Meehee;rne,. 11 an Amertcan Library Assocfat:ion Select ton 
( 191+0 J. He has also wr:t tten eeve11al a1"ticles, some of wh:i ch have 
been pub11.shed in the u. s. Naval Inst 1 tute Proceedings. 

He entered Naval Service on J'une 15, 1926, and was commies~_oned 
Ens:i.gn, USNR, on January 21, 1933. Advancing progressively in rank, 
he subeequently attained that of Captain, to date f1~om July 1, 1954, 
having transferred to the u. s. Navy on September 18, 1946, Pr:lor 
to Auguet 1940 he eerved ae Jun:tor Division Officer, Division Offi­
cer and Executive Off:!.ce11 and Commancl:lng Off:'! cer of the 19th, 21st, 
and. 22nd Divisione, Organ:i.zed Reserve in Chicago, Illinois and 
Michigan City, Indiana, 

01"dered ~ nto act:l.ve service, he reported in August 1940 as an 
Instructor in Seamanship and Navigation at the U, s. Naval Reserve 
Mid shipmen I s School, Abbott Hall, No1~thwestern Univeri::'t ty, Chicago, 
Illinois. He remained there following the United Statee entry into 
World War Ir, December 8, 1941, and until March 1942., when he became 
Ins true tor at the Subma1..,:i.ne Chaser Training Center,. Miam:l., Florida, 
Two months later he aesumed command of the USS PO 465, and :i.n De 
cember 19!~2 tranf!ferred to command of the USS PO 1225, 

In March 1943 he joined the USS REUBEN JAMES as Executive Off -
cer and in July of that year was d"'ltached for fitting out duty :in 
the USS FLEMING at the Navy Yard, Mare Island, Oalifo~!a, He com­
manded that deetroyer eecort from her commissioning, September 10, 
19!~3 until February 1944, part:tcipattng in the occupation of Kwaja­
le:tn and Majuro Atolls. Ordered to the Brown Shlpbuilding Company, 
Rous ton, Texas, he was in charge of fitting out the USS ROBERT F. 
KELLER and upon he1~ oommiss:ioning, June 17, 1944 assumed command. 
After a period of tr:tals and shakedown, the ROBERT E. KELLER, under 
his command, participated in the attacks on Luzon, Formosa, China 
Coast and Nansei Shoto, and the aesault on and occupation of Iwo 
Jima and Olcinawa. . 

Between May and December 1945 he wae in command. of Escort Divj­
e jon EIGH'l1Y-NINE, after wh:1.ch he served as Commander Task Unt t 
NINF.TY-FOUR POINT SEVEN POINT ONE. Returning to the Un:l.ted States 
j_ n February 19!~6, he became Command tng Officer of the Serv 1ce School, 
Bainbr:ldge, Maryland, and ::!.n May 191~7 :reported as Commanding Offi­
cer of the Service School at Norfolk, Virginia. 
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He next hnd instructi'.)n, Morch 1948-August 1950, at North­
western Univorsity, Chico.go, Illin~is, and in September assumed com­
mand Jf the USS ENGLISH. 11 F')r raerit::>ri'JUS service ••• (in that cnpa.­
c i ty) frot: oc tob sr 13, 1950 to April 19, 1951, while n ttached t'J 
Task Force ~nrnrrY-FIVE ••• n he ,n:1s 8Wn:r.c1ed the Br'Jnze Star Medal with 
C·ombo.t uv, 11 Tho cito.t,:m furthor· stc.tes in pcJ-:'~' ~ 

"Under the cnpable direction 'Jf Commander Tcmer, the USS 
ENGLISH ably perforr::10d vo.ried and uxac ting duties, including direst 
gunfire support fJr friendly f'Jrces ash0re,, and b 1Jmbardment, inter­
diction, and c:mnter-ba.ttery fire alo:-;\0 the east and west. C'Jasts of 
Korea. He was als0 active in the support '.)f the X-Corps during the 
evncun ti '.)n of Hungnan, 'i(oree,, gunfire support during the HTMS 
PRAS.l'i.E operations, the a0igh of W'Jnaa~1., lC--Jrea, patrol and blockade 
o.nd prJviding flagship facilitles for Commonder Destroyer Squadron 
SIXTEEN. On three occo.si,::ms, thn USS ENGLISH was subjected to en•­
,-7~;.;:r }gnn.:f-iro) but !C·,ctimely and occur.Tee c0unter-battery fire and 
slrilJ.ful r.mneuvering, he escnped damnge and assisted in silencing 
tl1e enemy gunfire fr Jm sh01'.'e batteries. Alth0ugh c ·Jnwcnntly 
-chrAatened by mines through prol0nged pericids of ·Jpernti'Jn in mine­
able w,:iters, his vigilr1:1.t and accurate navigation prevented any 
d a;-imge •.• II 

Detached fror.1 c 'Jmmand 'Jf the ENGLISH in July 1952, he attended 
che Armed Forces Staff C0llege, Norf'Jlk, Virginia. Completing the 
c0urse :Ehere in January 1953, he next had temp0rary duty in the 
.')ffice 0f the Chief 'Jf Naval Operati011s, Navy Department, Wnshing­
~J11, D.C., pri'Jr to reporting in May 1953 as Chief of the N11val 
Missi'Jn t0 Ecuad'Jr,? wlth headquarters at Quit0. In August 1955 he 
became Head 'Jf the Plnns 1 Policy and Foreign Naval Training Branch, 
Office of the Chief ·Jf Navel Operations, Navy Department. After tw'J 
years he se:i:'ved. as Cm11manding Officer 0f the USS MISSISSINEW'A (A0-
14~-), 2nd L2t.tjr commanded the NRO.TC unit at Northwestern University, 
Evanston, IlJ.in,Jis. Under orders •Jf March 15., 1962 he returned to 
the Offi,::s ,::,f the Chief 'Jf Naval Operations, Navy Department for 
duty. 

In ndditi'.)n t0 the Bronze Star Mednl with C0mbat 11v, 11 Captain 
T'Jner hns the Naval Reserve Medal with star; the Americnn Defense 
Service Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Cnmpaign Medal with one silver star 
and four bronze stars (nine engagements); the American Campnign 
Medo.l: World War II Vict0ry Medal; China service Medal; Navy occu­
pation Service Medal, Asia Clnsp; National Defense Service Medal; 
K'Jrean Service Medal; United Nati'Jns Service Medal; and the Philip­
pine Liberation Ribbon. He also has the Korean Presidential Unit 
Citation Ribbon with four palms and the Order ::,f 11.ldon Caldercm, 
First Class, from the Government of .Ecuador. 
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Nlr..VY - Office 'Jf rnf<Jrnati '.)n 
Bi')grnphies Brnnch 
2 July 1962 




