Wi1liam Bowen 'wlt wag born on October 6, 1898, in Faterprise, Oregon,
gon of Dr. Charles . hult and Mrs. (Tibitha VMeoxandria Moore) fult. MHe attend-
ed pulbic schools in Tnterprise and entered the U, S. Naval Academy, hnapolis,
Maryland, on appointment from nig native state in 1918, As a Midghipman he
participated in varsity lacrosse and basgketball (Captain of Team, 1922) and won
hig "N in hoth sports. Graduabted with the degree of Bachelor of Science and
commigsioned Easign in the U, 3. Navy on June 3, 1922, he gubgequently adwvanced
to ‘the rank of Gommander, to date from January 1, 1942.

Wter graduation from the Naval Academy in 1932, he was asgigned to the
battleship REMWSA3 antll fogust 1924, interspersed with duty at the Nawval
Acadeny from October 1922 to February 1923. When detached from the IREANSAS,
he reported to the Naval Air Statlon, Pengacola, Florida, for flight training,
and degignated Naval Mwiator in May 1925, he was assigned to Mreraft Squadrons
Scouting Fleet, based ab Hampton Roads, Virginia, for four months. MHe thon
joined the USS CINCINNATI, fof duty with the \viation Unit attached to that
cruiser

In October 1926 he returned to the Naval Neadeny as an jngtructor in the
Department of Ordnance and Gunnery, and romained there eight nonthg. Afder .
duty with Obgervation Squadron 3 of Adreraft Squadrons, deouting rleet, from
June 1927 to July 1928, he again returned Yo the Naval Academy, where he served
until October 1930, A month later he was assigned to Patrol Squadron 10-8, at-
tached to the USS WRIGHT, and in June 1931 he reported for duty on the gtaff of
Cormmander rcraft, Scoublng Force. He remained in that ageignment for a year,
then served for a year with Torpedo Sguadron 1.3, later 1-B, baged on the USS

LEXTNGTON,

Returning to shore duty in June 1933, he served antil June 1935 at the
Naval Mr Station, Norfolk, Virginia, after which he was asgigned to Observam
tion Squadron 3-8, atil May 1936, He agsigted in fitting out the USS YORKTOWN
at the Newport News (Virginia) Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, and joined
that sircraft carrier on her commissioning, september 30, 1937. He continued
aervice on board the YORKTOWN wntil May 1938, then commanded Torpedo Squadron 6,
based on the USS ENTERPRISE, until July 1939.

in August 1939 he agsumed command of the Naval Reserve Aviation Base at
Kangas City, Migsouri, where he remained until July 1941, Next agsigned to the
U8 LELINGTON, he served as Commander of an Ay Group attached to thal carrier
in the early périod of World ¥ar II. He was awarded the Navy Oross, with cita-
tion as follows: "For extraordinary heroism as Mr Group Commander of the USS
ITXINGTON in action againgt Japanesc forees in the Coral Sea, May 7 and 8, 1942.
Commander "wlt led the air attacks in the face of gevere anti-aircraft barrage
and heavy fighter opposition, which resulted in the complete destruction ofone
enemy carrier on May 7 and major damage to another on Vay 8, Hig failure to

‘return from the latbter encounter and his courageous conduct throughout the
duration of these actlions were an jingpiration to the whole air group.”

Commander 'wlt was officially reported misging in action on May 8, 1942,
when the plane in iich he was flying failed to return from an engagement with
the enemy in the lsiatic, Coral Sea lrea. A year and a day later he was de-
olared dead, in compliance with Seetion 5 of Public Taw 490.
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Tn addition to the Navy Oross, Commander was pogthumously swarded the Purple
Heart Medal, and was entitled to the Victory Medal (World War 1); the fmerican
Defenge Service Medal, Fleet Glasps the Asiatic~Pacific Campalgn Medal; and the
World War II Victory Medal. He had heen a member of the U. S. dociety of Naval

Fngineers and the T. 8, Naval Trg'isute Proceedings.

‘& gestroyer, the UsS WLT (11)-698) was named in honor of Commander Mult, and
was spongored by his widow when taunched at the Federal Shipbuilding and Dry Dock
Company, Kearny, New Jergey. Mwilt Field at Whidbey Island, Oak Harbor, Washingbon,

3a algo named to honor him,
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