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Clarence Lee Conner Atkeson, Jr., was born on October 27, 1899,
in Columbia, Alabama, son of Mrs. Annie May (COonner) Atkeson, and the
late Dr. Clarence L. C., Atkeson. He attended Columbia High School
and the Marion Institute, Marion, Alabama, before his appointment to
the U. S, Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland, from his native state
in 1918. As a Midshipman, he won his class numerals in soccer. Grad
uated and commissioned Ensign on June 3, 192], he subsequently attair
ed the rank of Rear Admiral to date from January 1, 1951.

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1921, he was ordered
to report to the Commander Destroyer Squadrons, U, S. Atlantic Fleet,
and was assgigned to the USS SHARKEY. Detached from that vessel in
December 1924, he had fitting out duty in the USS MEMPHIS, building
at the William Cramp and Sons Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He
joined the MEMPHIS upon her commissioning on February 4, 1925, and ..
following her shakedown crulse, was assigned to the Light Cruiser Di-
vision, In June 1925 he reported aboard the USS OKLAHOMi, s unit of
Division THREE, Battleship Divisions, Battle Fleet, and after short
duty in the USS CHEWINK during January 1926, joined the USS RALEIGH
operating consecutively with Light Cruiser Divisions THREE and TWO,
Scouting Fleet; Naval Forces, Europe; and again with Light Cruiser
Division THREE,

Between September 1929 and June 1931 he was 28signed tc the Navy
Mine Depot, Yorktown, Virginia, after which he reported aboard the
USS BREESE, serving as her Executive Officer from April 1932 to June
1934, Following duty in connection with the Naval Reserve Officers
Training Corpes Unit at Yale University, New Haven, Ccnnecticut, he
joined the USS IDAHO in April 1936. He continued service in that
battleship until June l93§, when he transferred to the USS MARBLEHEAL
He was aboard the latter as Engineer Officer until August 1939, when
he assumed command of the USS POPE,

Relieved of command of the POPE in July 1940, he reported for
duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department,
Washington, D, C, He remained there until May 1942, when he was as-
eigned to Headquarters, Gulf Sea Frontier and Seventh Naval District,
Key West, Florida. After duty with the Caribbean Sea Frontier, he
reported in October 1942 to the Office of the Port Director at the
Naval Operating Base, Tinidad, British West Indies. He again had
duty with the Caribbean Sea Frontier until January 1943, when he as-
sumed command of the USS PATOKA. Relieved of command of that oiler
in June 1943, he transferred in the same capacity, to the newly-com-
missioned landing ship dock ASHLAND,

. Following her shakedown cruise, the ASHLAND made her maiden voyag
to Pearl Harbor, T. H,, and first saw action on September 1, 1943 in
the occupation of Baker Island. After that she participated in the
assault landing at Tarawa Atoll; the assault on the two outer islands
of Kwajalein and Kwajalein Atoll; and the assault and occupation of
Eniwetok and Saipan.
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Relieved of command »f the ASEIAVYD in June 1944, he hac¢ tem
norary duty in various places until lugust of that year, vhen he
acsumed commend of the USS OIMSTED, commancinz her in the action at
Iinzeyen Gulf and Okinawa Gunto. From Februvary 1045 to March 1046
he served as Officer in Charze of Logistic Plans in the Flanninz
Section, Logistics Division, on the staff of the Commandexr in Chief,
U.S. Pacific Fleet ané Pacific Ocean Areas. "For meritorious con-
¢uct..." in this esssignment, he received a lLetter 57 Commendation,
with authorization to wear the Commendation Ribbon from the Comman-
¢er in Chief, U.S. Pacific Fleet. The citation follows in nert:

1...(He) disnlayed outstandinz professional ability in his
sunervision and coordination of nlans for logistic support 2f Flcet
and land based forces for omerations againet the enemy. Iis leen
nerception and unremittinz industry in coordinating the details of
these plans which involved the joint operations of Army, Navy, and
Marine Corps forces contributed meterizlly toward the successful
nrosecution »f the wer against the Japanese Empire..."

Tn April 1946 he reported for duty in the Office of the Chief
of Vaval Operations, Navy Denartment, Washington, D. C., continuing
cervice there until Januaiy 1948, when he assumed command of the
USS AIBAVY, Relisved of command of that vessel in April 1940, he
wae eg2in assigned to the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations,
where he served as Assistant Director of the Logistic Plans Divi-
eion until February 1951, when he became Director of that division.
Fe remained there until September 1951, when he reported as Comman-
dcr Destroyer Flotille OYE,

From Janusry 1953 to January 1954 he was Commender Naval Bace,
Guanteanamo Bay, Cuba, after which he served as Assgsistant Vaval Tn-
evector General, Navy Department. Tn July of that year his title
wis changed to Director, On-Site Surveys, Divicsion and Senior Mem-
ber On-Site Survey Party No. 2, O0ffice of thc Chief of Naval Opera-
tions, Yavy Department. He assumed duty 2e Commandant of the Fif-
teenth Naval District, with headquarters in Fort Amacdor, Cansl Zone,
with additional duty as Commander Caribbean Sea Trontier, on June
21, 1956 and a year later, June 1, 1957, was transferred to the
Retired List of the U. S, Navy.

In addition to the Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admirel Atleson
nags the Vorld War T Victory Mecal; Second Nicarazuan Campaizn Medal;
China Service Medal; American Defense Seivice Mecdal, Fleet Clacswv;
American Camnaign Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Camnaizn Medal with Ioux
enzazement stare; Vorld War TI Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Ser-
vice Medal, Eurone Clasp; Mational Defense Service Medal; the
Iorean Service Medel; United Nationes Service Medal; anéd the Phailip-
nine Liberation Ribbon. Ee also has the I.orean Presidential Unit
Citation Badge.
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