CAPTAIN FREDERIC A, CHENAULT
UNITED STATES NAVY '

Frederie Avchibald Chenault was born in Jacksonville, Florida, on
October 1k, 191k, son of Archibald ¢, and Winnie Roach Chensult, He ab-
tended public schools in Jackgonville, and Marion Institue, Marilon Alebama,
prior to his appointment to the U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland,
in 1932, Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June L, 1936, he was subses
guently promoted, attaining the rank of Captain to date from August 1, l95ha

Upon graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1936, he was assigned to
the USS CALIFORNIA, and had three years! duty as a junioyr officer in the '
gunnery department of that battleship. He jolned the USS LUZOK on Asiatic
Station 1n September 1939 for gumnery duties, and also served as Aide and
Flag Lieutenant on the Staff of Commander, Yangtze Patrol, From May 194l
untll March 1942 after the United States entered World War II, he served
on the 8taff of Commander, U, S, Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific,

He is entitled to the Ribbon for, and & Tacsimile of, the Presidential
Unit Citation awarded the USS HOUSTON, flagship of Vice Admiral William 4,
Glassford, Commander, U, S, Naval Forces, Southwest Pacific, as follows:
"For outstending performance sgainst enemy Japanese forees in the Southwest
Pacific, from December 7T, 1941 to Februmry £8, 1942, At sea almost constantly,
often damaged bubs self-maintaining, the HOUSTON kept the sea. She maneuvered
superbly and with deadly anti-aireraft fire repulsed the ninewplane Japanese
bombing squadrons attacking a troop couvoy under her escort, - Later, In
company with other Allied ships, she engaged a powerful enemy forde, ear-
ried the brunt of the action with her two remaining turrets and aided in -
damaging and routing two enemy heavy eruisers from the line of battle., On
February 28, the HOUSTON went down, gallantly Fighting to the last against .
overwhelming odds., She leaves behind her an ingplring record of vallant
and distinguished service,” :

-t

He returned to the United States for instruchtion during the periocd
May until July 1942, at the Submarine Chaser Training Center, Miami, Florida,
after which he was a student at the Nawval Postgraduate School, Annspolis,
and the Massachusetts Ingtitute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
from which he received the degree of Master of Sciense in lohk,

In October 1944 he joined the USS GUAM, light cruiser, and served
Tirst as Assistant Gunnery Officer, later ags Gumnery Officer, and from
Januvary to April 1946 as Executive Officer. In the GUAM he participated
in the PIFIH and THIRD Fleet raids in gsupport of the Okinaws Gunto operis=
tion, and the THIRD Fleet operations against Japan, ‘

After his detachment from the USS GUAM in April 1946, he reported to
Commander Task Force SIXTY EIGHT, Atlantie Fleet, to serve for six months
in Operations on the Staff, In November 1946 he assumed command of the
USS WILLIAM R, RUSH (DD 71k), remaining in command of that destroyer nnbll
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October 1948, He was nexth ordered to the Buresu of Ordnance, Navy Depart.
ment; Washington, D, C., where he served until May 1951 as Deputy Chief of
the Guided Missiles Branch, Research Division., From July 1951 until June
1953 he was Assglstent Fleet Readiness Officer on the Staff of the
Commander in Chief, U, S, Pacific Fleet,

In August 1953 he joined the USS NEW JERSEY (BD-62) as Executive Officer,’
remaining In that assignment, after the NEW JERSEY'S participation in operas=
tions in the Korean Theater, until Septewber 1954, Upon his return to the
United States, he reported to the Industrial College of the Armed Forees,
Washington, D, C,, where he was a student until June 1955. He next served
as Executive Offlcer of the Newval Odnence Test Station, China Lake, Califor-
niz, and In March 1958 was ordered detached for duty as Commanding Offilcer

“of the USS MATIEWS {AKA-96).

In August 1959 he was assigned to the Buveau of (Ordnance, Navy Deparbte-
ment, where he served for Pfive months as Assistant Dirvector of the Speeial
Projects Office, Effective January 1, 1960, the Buresu of Ordnance and the
Bureau of Aeronsutics were consolidated. In the new Bureau of Naval Weapons
‘he had duty as Deputy Director of the Speeial Projects Office., "For meri-
torious service from August 13, 1959 to July 20, 1960 as Deputy Direchor
of the Special Projects Program..." he was awarded the Navy Commendation
Medal. The citation continues in part: '

"As principal advisor to the Divector oan all policy, program and ad-
ministrative matters within the Special Projects O0ffice, Captain Chenault
carried out his responsibilities with excellent leadersghip and Jjudgment,
By giving guidance and directlon to the program in consonance with the
established policy, he made a major contribution toward the attainment of
an operational Fleet Ballistie Missile Systhem, '

In Jamuary 1961 he assumed commend of the USS LITTLE ROCK (CLG-4) and
in February 1962 was detached to serve as Chief of Staff and Alde to Come
mander SIXTH Fleet, In QOctober 1963 he assumed command of the Naval Oprdnance
Test Facility, White Sands Missile Range, New Mexico and in July 196l was
ordered to duby:dn the Offise of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Depdzt- . . "

ment., '

In addition to the Navy Commendation Medal and the Presidential Unit
Citatlon Ribbon, Capiain Chenault has the Army Distinguished Unilt Emblem;
the China Service Medal with star; Ameriean Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Ciasp; Asiatle~Pacifle Campaign Medal with three smtarss World War II Vie-
tory Medalg Navy Ocecupation Service Medal, Furope snd. Asia Clasps; National
Defenge Service Medals Korean Serviee Medals United Nations Service Medals
Phillippine Defense Ribbong Philippine Liberation Ribbon and the Philippine
Independence Ribbon, o
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Navy Qffice of Informaticn
Internal Relations Division (OI-430)
3 September 1964






