VICE ADMIRAL RALPH WALDO CHRIQTIL
UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Vice Admiral Christie was born in Somerville, kassachusetts, on August 30,
1893. He attended grammar school in mmerm.l.le and high school in Wakefield,
Masaachugetts, before his appointment to the U, S. Naval Academy at linnapolj_.; s
Maryland, frow the Seventh District of his native state in 1911, Graduated and
comuigmioned Basign. in June. 11915, he progre ssed in grade to the rank of Rear
Admiral, ciicc‘ta ve Novenber. 9, 19424 On August 1, 1949, he was transferred o
the RL'L_LI::,d Lis t of “the - Je Sa Navy, and advanced ‘oo th@ grade of Vice g;onural_.

Uprm araaug Lt.!.on in 1915 s Vice Admiral Christie joined the USS NEW JERSEY . ¢
and aj Mher- sorving in her for a year was transferred to the USS MOHTANA for-tore
pedo ins trumun. ‘In January 1917 he was under submarine instruction in the USs.
FULTON, ‘and upor. complcb.: on of this course joined the submarine (=1 the following
July, ‘assuming comnand of  her in January 1918, Detached from the C-l iin February -
1919, he was ordered %o duty in connection with fitting out the USS CLIDEN,. Ser-
ving in Hhis ‘Subl" a:r'me tn,nder until August 1920, when he ascumed cormmnd \i‘_ the o

' submar.l_m R-6. .

- Tf Lea Adm Lmii (,hr:e.u L:J.o was under ins bx'uctlon in ordnance cngineering ctt She
the' Powtr raduate. achool at ‘Annapolis from December 1920 until Sepbember 192Le .
This 'j.‘\JJ_luwed by -4 special course of Instructim in mechanical enpineering .
(torpe 's) 55 tho lfassachusetbs Ingtitute of Technology, Cambridge, liass achusot‘bs,
-'where ha 1"3(:&,_1 VL,d th- degreu =f Uaster of Seionce in lJechanicsl Bngincering din oo

L Ai‘tur __shf} v 'LJUI‘ of uuty as Commanding Officer of the submarine u"‘l, Vj.ce
.'Admlra). 'Chrlsue; “joinad -the USS ARGOMIE in Cetober 1923 for passage o the Asiatie '
' cn where in December of thut year he was assigned to the submarine tunder" '

o In A}J“ll 1924 he assumed command of the USS 5-17, and the following
ueptembc-‘r Was " Yransferred to duty in the dustxoye,r JOHN D. #0RhDe He was O:Pf.t.cer

. ~in Charge of the Submarine Base, Cavite, Phlilippine Islands, from July 19.)) untll
-.I?Lpr:il J.926 a.nd was Commander of that base for a short periad, R

R hfb >r his roturn to the Undited States in the sumaer of 192 26, Vice 1{}m|ra1
"_--'Lhrlstle wa.._. on duty at the Naval Torpedo Station, Newpord, Rhode Iolnnd, for two
'yuars. ‘In 3eptomber 1928 he joined the USS ARGOWNE, tendér and flagship of Sube
marine Division TUH[ITY, Battle Fleot, serving as her mrpulﬂ Rapalr Officor until -
November 1930 when he was transferred to the USS HOLLAND, {lsgship of Submarine-
Divisions, Battle Floet. In Pebruary 1931 he returncd to the Naval Torpedo bbat::.on
at Newport where he was mn duty until he assumed command of the submarine ‘}’ILR'WAL
in the spring of 1933.

In May 1934, Vice Admiral Christic reported to the Newport News Shipbuilding -
and Dry Dock Gompany, Newport News, Virginia, for duty in connectiin with Iitting 3
out the USS RANGER, serving as Navigator of that aircraft carrier from her come.
missioning June 4, 1934, until June 1936, when he became Head of the Torpedo
Sectlon, Burcau of Ordnance, Ravy Department, Washington, D, Te In January 1939
he assumed duty as Commender, Submarine Division FIFTEEN, and from December 1940
until November 1942, was Commander, Submarine Squadron TWENTY, redesigaatod Sub=
mavine Squadren FIVE “wring his command, In November 1942 he was given additional
duty as Commander Task Force FORTY TWO. For naritorious service in this sosipment
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N he wag awarded the Legion o.E‘ Merit ancl c1ted as. i‘ol] Ows §

LEGION OF MERIT: :
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in.the performance.
of outstanding service as Commander, Submarine Squadron FIVE from

April 15, l)lz and as_C der Task Force FORTY~TWQ from -
A}E))I'll 2170 ﬁecunbcr 23,0 mi“é"fzf’l His outs tandmg administrative

ability and thorough knowledge of submrlne warfare contributed
materdally to the efficient operations of the forces under his com-
- mands These submarines wader his commap sank thirty enemy ships
N totaling 181,800 tons, five of whi ch were enemy combabant units,
and d‘magfed twonby enemy ships toaling 105,800 tonss ider his
direction and supcervision a base and submarine repair units wers
~ established at Bwu.:banc, fustralia to adequately repair end supply
“submarines and :rehabilitate their crews. He coordinated the var-
ions allied naval vessals and shore esta.blulmenta comprising
Task Force FORTY-TWO in an outstanding manner and his conduct was
at all times in kt,eplng with the h_i.ghbf.:i; bI‘&dJ.thl’lo of bhe Umted
ui,ate I\Iav.d, Sernce." _ -

s V108 admiral Clxl’iS‘LlC was Inspector Sf Ordnance in Charpgs, Naval Torpedo
Stam on, Newport, Rhode Island, from January to March 1943, when he reported as.
Comnander, Submarings, Southwest Pacific, with additional duty as Commander of
Task Forcc FIFTY-ONE. For his services in this copmand, Vice Admiral Christie
© was awarded the Dis b,].ng u:Lshed bervme Heda 1 and the Army Silver Star lednl W'L'bh
the follomnﬁ c,a.tltlon : Co .

-DI.:TII\JC}UTLSIIED SERVICE FEDAL :
i o gor: exceptionally nerltorious service to the Government
_ of ‘the United Stabes in a duty of great responsibility as Gome-
- mander Naval Forces, Western lustralia;-Comander Submarines,
. Seventh Flect; and Commender of a. Task Force from Harch 1, 1943,
to November 23, 1944. A courasgeous and forceful leader; m51 tent
Jon rigorous indoctrination and training, Rear Adniral Chrls tie has
‘consistently imbued in the of ficers and men under his command a
“high degree of initiative and self-reliance as evidenced by thelr
- ‘onbstanding success in executlng nuwIerous re‘oonnalubanco, evacya-
" tion, Shore bombardment and air-sea rescue missions in addition to
their notable record in the primary duty of .glnklng vital Jopanese
shipping. By his remarkable professional skill, expert gseamanshin
and tircless devotion Lo duty during these hazardous engagements,
Rear Admiral christie has been directly instrumental in furthering
tho progress of the war in the Southwest Pacific Area,  His disbin-
guished and valuable service throughout this period reflects the
highest credit upon Rear Admiral Christie, h;LS comgand and the
Unit.ed States Naval, uc,rvme,ﬂ

ARMY STLVER Sif&t UEDAL:
Wror gallantry in action in the Sounhwc.ai, Pacific Area

in June 1944e"

in Februargr 1945, Vice Jdmiral Christie assumed duty as Comnandant, Puget
Sound Wavy Yard, bremri,oa, Washington. After the reorganization of Waval Shore
Establishments late in 1945, Vice Admiral Uhristiet's title was changed Lo Com-
mandant, U. S. Naval Base, Bremerton, washington, He served in that "’LSSlf;Tlmunt
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until January 28, 1948 when he was ordered to duty as Commander, U. S. Naval
Forces, Philippines. On March 10, 1949, he was ordered relieved to return ©o

the United States for further assignment, and in April reported as General In-
spector for Commander, Westerh Sea Frontiers On August 1, 1949, he was transferred
to the Retired List of the U. 3. Navye ' L

In addition to the Distinguishcd Service HMedal, the Army Silver Star Hedal
and the Tegion of iferit, Vice Admiral Christie has the VWorld War I Vietory ifedal,
Submarine Clasp (USS G=1); the smerican Defense Service iiedal, TFleet Clasp;, the.
American Campaign Medal; the hsiatic-Pacific Campaign Hedal; the World War II
TVictory Hedal; and the Philippine Liberation Ribbon.. -He was also made gn Officer
of the Order-of the -Oranses-lassau by the Netherlands Government. -

NAVY Biographiles Sootion, 0I-023
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