VICE ADMIRAL HARIEY EHNNIBAL CHRISTY
UNITTD DTATFS NAVY, DECEASED

Harley Hﬁnnjbai Chrlqty wag born on September 18, 1870, in Circle-

ville, Ohlo, and died at the National Naval Medical Centor, Bothesda,-

Maryland, on June k%, 1950, ‘He. was-appointed in 1887 to the U, 8, Taval
uoadcmy, Annanolis, Mawyland, from the Eighth Congressional District of

‘his native state, by the Honorable R. P, Fennedy. He completed the

four year course and derved the two years at sea, then required by lawy.
before he was commissioned Ensign on July 1, 1893. He advanced Derlodl-
cally in grade to that of Rear Admiral, to d&EO from November 27, 1924,
and on October 1, 1934, Was transrerrod to the Retired List of the U, $.
Wavy.. On Jdnuﬂry 1, 1950, he was advanced to the rank of Vice Admiral

-to date from dugust 17, 1947, 'on the basis of combat awards.

After grwduation from the Naval Academy ‘in 1891, he 301nud the USS
LANCASTER, and In July 1893, transferred to the USS NEWARK, Detached

»from the 1attor in June 1896, he was assigned to the Proving Ground,

uﬂﬂ&@OllS, Maryland. He remained there until January of the folloW1nv
yvear, whon he reported aboard tho training ship CON%TELLATION, for duty

untll July 1897

He. was %erving in the USS DETROIT, when the United Statps entered

- the Spanlsh American War, February 15, 1898, In October of that vear
- He was assigned to. the USS AMPHITRITE, and continued duty in that- vesf

gel Following the -cessation of hostlllt les, .ugust 14, 1898, until

" Scptember 1901 He then returned to the Waval Academy to scrve as an.

Instructor in the Department of Physics and Chemistry, @fter which he’

reported 1n May 190 aboard the USS CHESAPEAKE.

o Between oeptember and December 1902 he commanded: the USS ALVARADO -
and, USS SANDOVAL, successively, and upon relief from the lattor, pro-.

ccoded to A51atnc station, for duty in the USS %OIACE He was detached
from the ‘BO0LACE 1n August 1903, and then joined the USS ANNAPOLIS, algo
on Agiatic Stﬂtion as Exccutive and Navigating Officer. In May 1904 5

he transferred to tho US5 RAINBOW, sevrving in that vessel during the

- Philippine Campalgn.

He agaln had duty in the Department of Phy31cs and Chemistry at tha
Naval Academy, from July 1906 to June 1908, interspersed with Temporary
gorvice in the USS FLORIDA, between May and dugust 1907, He was agsign-
ed to the USS NORTH CAROLINA, to serve first as Senior Engincer and

later as Executlve Offlcor until September 1910, after which he again
- repdried to the Naval. Academy - While there he attended in the summer

of 1912, the conference of officers 1t the Naval War College, Nowport,

VRhodo Island
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Relieved of dutv at the Naval Academy in Septenber 1912, he joined
the USS DELAWARE as Exccutive Officer, and in April 1921, assumed com-
mand of the. USE SALEM, He was aboard the latter during the occupation
of Vera Cursz, Mexnco,‘ln.Jdnuary 1915, He was assigned additional duty
in command of thé Receiving Ship-at Boston, Magsachusetts, the USS j
BROOKLYN and U35 CHESTER, Hé was relieved of command of the CHEITER,.
but continued his other duties until June of that year, whon he joined
.;ﬁho USS KEARSARGE asg Commanding Officer. He commanded the REINA MERCE:-
DES, station ship at the Naval Academy from September 1915 until July
1917, and subsequently commanded the USS, MINNEAPOLIS. He was 50 mery-
ang vhen the Unlt@d otateq enteraed Wor]d War I, on ﬂprlL 6, 3917

: Ho assumed command of the USS SAN DIEGO in September 1918, and was
gommanding that crulser Whon she struck what was believed to be o float-
_ing German.mlne and sunL off Flro Island New York, July 19, 1918

Following that dlsa%tor, he trancferrod In the same cap&cmty, to
the USS WYOMING, which operated with the British Grand Fleet, until the
Gessatlon of hostilities in November 1918. For seivices during World :
‘War I, he received a Lettor of Commendation from the War Department,
and the Dlstinguished service Medal by the Navy, The citation for the.
Jat%er follows ' - S

. "For dlstlngulshod serv¢cc in the line of his prof0331on in- command
of the USS SAN DIEGO, engaged 1n ‘the. important, oxactlng and hazardous
duty of transporting and. escortlng troops and supplies to huropcﬂn _
‘DOTtB through waters infested with enemy submdarines and mines, Partidu-

. darly for exceptnonally mekitorious conduct at the time the USS SAN
DIEGO was struck by a mine and sank., Iater,. for services in command
o the USS WYOMING in the Atlantic Fleet.” S '

, Relieved of- oommand of the WYOMING in September 1919, he ﬁervod as
Gommandant of the Naval Air Statiop, Pensacola, Floridd, until June
1923, after which he’ commanded the US3 CALIFORNIA until June 1924, Com-
pleting the sonior course at the Naval War College, N@wport Rhodc Ig-
land, in May 1925, he reported in Septombor of that year, aftor Lour i
renths! leave, as Commander Control Force, U, S, Fleet, USS CAMDEN
flagship, with additional duty 'in command of. Subm&rlne DlVlSiORS Cons
trol Force, In August 192 7 he wag relieved of those duties, and subseq
gquently became Commandant, Fifteenth Naval Dlstriot With addittional .
duty as Commandant of the Naval Operatlng Base, G%n&l Gone,

. Hb gerved ag such until Aprji 1929, and the follow1ng monih roported
as Commander Battleshilp DlVlSiOn THREE, -Battle Fleet, A year later,
May 1930, he trensferred, in a like capacity, £0 Battleshlp Divigion
FOUR, BattIe Fleet, In Novomber 1930 he assumed duty as ‘Commandoer of
the nowly -formed Training 5quadron, created under the operating plan
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for the Fleet, to operate along the Atlantic Seaboard, with the U3
WYOMING as flagship, Deta .ched for this command in the spring of 1931
he served on the staff of the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island,
before he reported in Wovember 1931 for, duty-as Commandant Elghth Naval
Digtriet, and Conmander Naval Operating Base, New Orleans, Louisiana,
In July 193 he was- given additional duty as Commander of the Naval

_Alr St@tion at New Orle&ns.

The same momth (July ]932) he reported for- duty In connection with,
the General Board, Navy. Department, Washington, D. C,, and in Docembern
19);, became Pr951dent of the Naval Examining Board, and President of -

| the Naval Retiring. Board Navy Department., He was relicved of those

dutles on August 1, 1934, pending his: transfer to the Retired List of'
tha Us S, Navy, on October 1, 1934, " having attained the statutory rej
tlroment agc of gixty- four years. ' f

- In additlon to. the Distlngulshed Service Medal Vice dAdmiral Ghristy
had the' Spanish Campaign Medal; the Sampson Medal (USS DETROIT); the ;.
Pnilippine Campalgn. Medal (USS RAINDOW); the Mexican Service Medal (USS

: 'QALEM), and the World War T Victory Medal, He was honored by the Govqrn
. ment- of Portugal with the decoration Grand Official of the Order of v -

Avls, and vas also presented the dbdon Calderon, First Class and Di~ g

- ploma, by the Govornment of Ecuador,

" He is buried at the’ famlly plot on the Te S Naval Acadcmy Grounds,
\ADD&pO]lB, Maryland. ,

22 January 1951






