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UNITED STATES NAVY "
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' Robert N. S Glark the son of Colonel John A, Clark MD, USA, Re-
tired,and Mrs._(Anna Scott) Clark, was born on danuary 12, 1907, 8t Foit

Oglethorpe, Ggorgla. He attended Punshou School, anolulu, Territory.
of Hawzii, and Cheyenne (Wyoming) High 8chool, prior to his appointment
at Jarge, to ‘the U.5, Naval Academy &t Annapolis, Maryland, in 1925, As
a: Midshipman he was a wmember of the one hundred and fifty pound crew .
squad “Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 6, 1929, he advanced

progressively in rank to that of Captain to date from July 1, 1949,
haV1ng previously served in that rank from February 28, 1946 to January

L) 1948

s Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1929, he joined |
the USS LEXINGTON, operating with the Battle Fleet and 3couting Force,
successively. He served in that carrier until May 1933, after which he
had congsecutive duty in the destroyers HUMPHREYS, WILLIAMSON and KANE,-
a1l operating with Destroyers, Scouking Force, Detached from the latte.
im April 1935 -he transferred to the USS SIRIUI, a unit of the Naval

Tﬂansport Service.

Between April 1936 and March 1938 he commanded the USS EAGLE #57,
and also served as an Assistant Instructor of Naval Reserves in the ;
Thirteenth Naval District, Seattle, Washington. Following service in
the USS MINDANAO on South China Patrol, and additional duty as Com-
munlcation Officer on the staff of Commander South China Patrol, he
reported in September 1939 as Executive Officer and Navigator: of the
.USS JOHN D. EDWARDS, 1In November 1940 he was assigned to the USS 3T..
LOUIS first as Assistant Damage Control Officer and later as Flrat
Lieutenant and Damage Control Officer. He was aboard that cruiser,
operating in Pacific Waters, when the Japanese attacked Fearl Harbor,'
Territory of Hawaii, on December 7, 1941, and she saw service in the

Central and South Pacific Areas,

 He .is entitled to the ribbon for and a facsimile of the Navy Unig
Commendation awarded the officers and men of the USS ST. LOUIS, and Wés
also awarded the Bronze Star Medal, with Combat Distinguishing Device!
"v." The citation for the Bronze Stan Medal follows .in part: "For
her01c service....in action against enemy Japanese forces during three
major engagements in the Kula Gulf, from July 5 to 13, 1945, When his

ship was torpedoed at the end of the third engagement on the night of
July 12-13, {(he) promptly and officiently directed damage control |
measures which enabled the ST. LOUIS to be brought to port wilith a

miminum of flooding....




" Dotached from the ST, LOUIS in October 1943, he became Alde to =

Fleet Adamiral W. D. Leahy, USN, with dutiss .in connection with the -
Joint Chiefs of Staff and Comblned Chicfs of Staff, In that assign-
ment he accompanied ‘the Joint Chiefe of Staff to the Quebec (Canads) -
Conference in 1944, and also accompanled the Presidential Party to
the Mediterranean and Yalta Conference in 1945, In May 1945 he re-
Qorted'as Executive Officer dboard the USS SANTA FE, operating in
the Wegtern Pacific,and participated In the closing operations of
World War II and in the occupation of Japan. From March 1946 to
September 1947 he commanded the USS KERMIT ROOSEVELT, serving in
the China and Pacific Area, and war also asslgned additlonal duty

ak Service Force Unit Commander.

< Upon his return to the Unlted States in September 1047, he re-
ported as Assistant War Plans Officer in the Bureau of Naval Person-
nel, Navy Departmwent, Wazhington, D. C. He continued to serve there
yntil July 1949, and following Ilnstruction at the Naval War Collegs,
NéWport;*Rhcdefisland, assumed command fn July 1950 of the USS AL-
SHAIN, " "For meritorious service...{in thet command) in action a-
gainst enemy aggressor forces during the a@phibious gssault at In-
chon, Korea, from September 15-19, 1950.,. he was awarded a Gold
Star-in lleu of the Second Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V." The

citation continues in part:

©  '"Maintaining hie ship at the peal of efficlency, Captaln Clark
812111fully maneuvered the ALSHAIN to the assigned area and directsd
the unloading of troops and cargo on schodule desplte hazards of
extreme tidal and current conditions and the constant danger from
floating enemy mlnes, By his outstanding leadership, superb ship-
handling and zealous devotlon to duty, Captaln Clark contributed to
the succéss of the operation..." |

' Detached from command of the ALSHAIN in August 1951, he re-
ported the next month as Professor of Naval Scilence, Naval Reserve
Officers Training Corps Unit, University of Utah at Salt Lake City.
In July 1954 he reported as Arslstant Chief of Staff for Operations
and Logistics on the staff of the Commandant Fifteenth Naval Dis-~
trict, Commander Ponama Sector, (aribboan Sea Frontier, with hesd-
guorters at Balboa, Oanal Zone. On June 10, 1955 he aszumed the
guties of Chief of Staff and Alde to the Commandant, Fifteenth Naval
g?strict/Commander Panama Sector, Caribbean Sea Frontiler,

it
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) In additlon to the Bronze Star Medal with Gold Star and Combat
"v," and the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbhon, Captain Clark has the
American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; the American Campaign
Medal; Asgiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with one silver star (five
engagements); the World War Il Victory Medal; the China Service
Medal with one bronze star; the Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia
Clasp; the National Defense Scrvice Medal; the Korean Service Medal

and the United Natlons Service Medal,
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