REAR ADMIRAL JOSEPH €, CLIFTON, U, S. NAVY, DECEASED

Born Qctober 31, 1908 in Paducah, Kentucky, Joseph Clinton Clifton
attended the University of Kentucky prior to entering the U, 8, Naval
Academy in 1926, While at the Academy he was a member of the varsity
football team during the '27, 28 and '29 seasons, His outstanding
ability on the football field was natlonally recognized his senlor .
‘year when he was named All-Eastern Fullback and honorable mention

All-American,

His early naval service included duty sboard the battleship
TENNESSEE, foliowed by flight training at Pensacola, Florida. Iater
he served as a naval aviator with Scouting Squadron THREE on the air-
craf't carrier SARATOGA, and with Scouting Squadron TEN on the cruilser
TRENTON, FHe was Gunnery and Engineering Officer of Fighter Sqguadron .
FOUR on the carrier RANGER when that ship won the gunnery trophy for
the Fleet in 1939, At the outbreak of World War II he was serving
as Plight Training Officer at the Naval Alr Station, M;ami,

In September 1942, while he was the Commanding Officer of Fighter
Sduadron TWELVE on the U3SS SARATORA (CV=3),'his unit participated in
the first strike on the highly fortified harbor of Rabaul. In January
194k he became Commander of Air Group TWELVE aboard the carrier SARATOGA,
For herolsm and extracrdinary achievement in those commands, he was
twice awarded the Distinguished Flyilng Cross and twice awarded the
Legion of Merit. Credited with five Japanese planes, he also was
awarded the Air Medal, and for services as Commsnder of the Cuavhined
Alr Groups from HMS ILLUSTRIOUS and USH SARATOGA;,was mentioned in
dispatches and awarded the Distinguished Service Order by the British
Government.

During the last year of the war he served as Flight Training
Officer at the Naval Alr Station, Green Cove Springs, Florida and as
Executive Officer of the USS WASP, Briefly, in 1946, he was both Com-
manding 0fficer and Executive Officer of that carrier, After & tour
of duty ia the Alr Warfare Division of the Office of the Deputy Chief
of Naval Operations (Air), he had brief duty early in 1949 on the Staff
of Commander, Fleet Loglstics Support Wings, Pacific, and from June
1949 to December 1951 was Commander of Transport Squadron RIGHP,

In December 1951 he became Commending Officer of the USS CORSON,
a seaplane tender assigned to patrol duty on the Formosa Straits during
the Korean conflict. @He served as Deputy Chief of gtaff for Training
on the gtaff of the Commander, Air Force, U, 5. Pacific Fleet for elght

months,

Instruction at the Naval War College preceded his assignment
in July 1954 as Qommanding Officer of the Naval Air Station, Memphis,
Tennessee. (n December 5, 1956 he assumed a "Three Hat' assignment
as Commander, Alrborne Barly wWarning Wing, Atlantic, and Commander,
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Fleet Air Detachment, Argentia, with additionsl duty as Commander
Barrier, Atlantic Fleet. He was Chief of Naval Air Advanced Training,
with headquarters at the Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas, from
March 1958 until February l960, and the next month beecame Commander

Pivision SEVEN, ’

In May 1961 he reported as Chief of Naval Air Technical Training,
with headquarters st the Naval Air Station, Memphis, Tennessee, and
continued to serve as such until relieved of all active duty pending
his retirement, effective July 1, 1963. Rear Admiral clifton died on
Decenber 24, 1967, in Santa Monica, Callfornia.
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Baueation: University of Kentucky; 1/2 year; U, S, Naval Academy
. : (BS, 1930); Flight Training, NAS, Pensacola, Fla. (Naval
Avieter, 3/32); Naval war College (1954)
Special Achievements: Ragle Scout; Scout Commissioner; Specilal
Events Speaker; All-Eastern Fullback, {1929); Honorable
' Mention, All-Ameriecsn Fullback (1928 & 1929). o
Hobbies: Sports; Golf; Hunting; Fishing; Racquet Saquash: Youtch
Activities ' :

PROMOTTONS

Commissioned Ensign, 6/5/30
Lieutenant (jg), 6/5/33
- Lieutenant, 6/30/38
Lieutenant Commender, 6/15/k2
Cormander, 8/20/43
Captain, (1), 3/4/L6
Captain, (P), 7/1/57
Rear Admiral, to date from 7/1/58 _
Retired, T/1/63 e

- DECORATIONS AND MEDALS:

Legion of Merit, with Gold Star in lieu of Second
Distinguished Flying Cross, with Gold Star in lieu of Second
Alx Medal _ :
Distinguished Service Order, by Great Britain
Mentiened in Dispstches, by Great Britain

Navy Unit Commendstion tooce USS WASP

American Defense Serviee Medal’

American Campalgn Medal .
Aslatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, with stars

World War II Victory Medal - '

Korean Service Medal

United Nations Service Medal

Natlonal Defense Service Medal

Korean Presidential Unit Citation
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CITATIONS:

Tegion of Merit: “For exceptionally meritorious service as Air
- @Group Commander of an Air Group in Cenbral Pacific waters during the
period 29 Jenuary 194k to 28 February 1944, During this period he led
and directed his Air Group in a series of highly successful strikes

on many enemy bases against heavy enemy opposition. Through his ag-
~gressive and fearless leadership, his group was able to protect the es-
corted bombers from enemy fighter attack, to take photographs of enemy
installations, to bomb with devastating accuracy enemy installations,
and %o conduct many strafing attacks over our own ranks into the troops
" of the enemy. During all of these actions, he showed great courage,
persistent heroism, enthusiastic aggressiveness and disregard for per-
.sonal safety in directing the operations of his group..."

ttold Star in lieu of Second Legion of Merit: "For exceptionally

meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding services to the
Govermment of the United States as Commander of the Combined Alr Groups
from HMS ILLUSTRIOUS and the USS SARATOGA during joint operations of
© Britigh and Unlted States Naval Forces agalast enemy Jupanese bages lIn
the Netherlsnds Fast Indies, April 19 and May 17, 194k, Skillfully
planning, leading and coordinsting the operations of the combined Air
© Group in two extremely hazardous attacks on enemy bases.at Babang,
Sumatra, and Soerabaja, Java, Commander Clifton emabled his courageous,
determined sirmen to destroy or inflict heavy damage on important hostile
ships and shore installations. In the face of persistent, intense antl-
ailreraft five, he personally accounted for two grounded planes, damaged
two others and shot one ocut of the sky, and during both misslons ob=
“tained valuable photographs of the target regiong..."

Dilstinguisghed Flying Cross: "For herolsm and extracrdlnary

achlevement while participating in an aerial attack against the enemy

s Commander of & [ighting squadron during the raid on Japanese wal-
-ghips in the strongly fortified harbor of Rabaul, New Britaln on Novenber
5, 1943, Commander Clifton, as leader of the dive bonber escort, fears
“lesgly led his escort inte exceptionally heavy and accurate anzlnaircraft
fire with complete dlsregard of his persomal safety. He strafed enemy
ships and pulled out with and ahead of the dlve bombers; evaded heavy
anti-aircraft firve and successfully beat off determlned enemy fighter
attacks untll the diving attacks had been completed and retlrement ef-
fected, His resolute determination and daring leadership contributed
" materially to the success of the attack, both in enabling the dive
bombers to concentrate on their respective targets unhampered by fighter
- oppositions and in protecting them when they were most vulnerable to
fighter attacks. During the retirement, he destroyed one enemy fighter
that was closing to short range of his wingman..."
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