. CAPTATN DALE E. COLLINS
' UNITED STATES NAVY

f Dale Rdmond Collins was born in Rich Hi1ll, Missourl, on May
12, 1902, =on of Charles B, Collins and Mrs, Lucy Collins (now Mre,
Lucy Brady), On finishing High School In Rich Hill, he attendod
Navigation School in San *ranclsco, California, and in 1920 entered
the Merchant Marine ag a cadet, sailing in the 58 SAN JUAN and - -
other vessels of the Paclfic Mail Steamship Company. He subse-
guently advanced through the various gradee to that of Master,
qerved ag Master of the following veseels mostly in the Trans-
Pacifie and round the world trade routes: S8 IRESIDENT PIERCE
(1934); 88 STANLEY DOLIAR {1935); 8S PRESIDENT TARRISON {1937); B3
PRESIDENT COOLIDGE {one voyage only, 1938); #o TUISIDENT TAFT Zlgno)
83 PRESIDENT HAYES (1941): MS DAY STAR (ex-LiATRS MAERSK - Danilsh,

1941-1942).

: He was commizsioned Lieutenant (jg) in she ¥, 3, Naval Reserve
in August 1928 and thereafter took regular perinds of tralning duty
without pay in the USS TENNESSEE (1929); US3 ¥i¥ YORK (1931); USS
ASTORIA (1935), and in 1937 the battleship N&W ¥ORK (coronation
cruise) and destroyer LAMSON, In the summer of 1937 he performed
six weeks training duty in the crulser PENSACOLA, two weels of
which were with pay. Daring August and September 1941 he had in-
struction at the 0fficers Naval Training School at Yerbe Buena Ie-
Tand, San Francieco, followed by a month's duty in the USS PRESIDENT
JACKSON as Gunnery Officer. He advanced progregsively in rank in
the Naval Reserve to that of Captain, to date from March 15, 1945,
On August 4, 1946 he was transferred to tho vegular Navy,

Ha

Tn Nevember 1941 he became Master of the Motorshilp DAY STAR !
(ex-Danish ship TAURA MAERSK taken over by American President Line).
The DAY STAR wae in the Java Sea on December T~8 1941, After the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor the DAY STAR was ordered Ilnto Sura-
baya, Java and then under orders of Admiral Thomar C. Hart, USN,
commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, proceoded to Rangoon, Burma to
unload supplieg for the Burma Road. The DAY STAR epent 42 dayez at
Rangoon and survived 57 Japanese alr attacks, Agsisted by the Ply-
ing Tigers the DAY STAR wae the last American ship to escape that

port.

Upon returning to San Francisco in Aprli 1742 he waz ordered
to veport to the USS SPERRY at Mave Island Ne.y “ard as Navigator,
He served in that capacity untll September, (rdered to the Twelfth
Naval District, San Francisco, he had duty as Progpective Commanding
Officer of the Navy cargo ship HERCULES, but wse detached in. Decem-
ber 1942 before she was commissgioned and tva.ci2:red to the USS
ALUDRA, He sssumod command of that vessel upcn her commissioning
ahd continued to command her until she was torpadoed and sunk by a

,Jgganese submarine in the Coral Sea off Guadalcanal on June 23pd,
B :L 3.

/ He then returned to San Francisco, and after fitting out the

/USS GUNSTON HALL, commanded her from her commlgsioning, January 21,
1904 until February 1945, During his perilod of command, the GUNSTON
HALL parbicipated in the _.p-Day assvalt landings at Roi and Namur,
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Iwe jalein, Bitru, Biemark Archipslago; Guam, Marianag; Hollandla,
Wew Guinea; Peleliu, Palau; Leyte, P. T., and Lingayen, P. I.

: gservice in command of the GUNSTON HALL during
the landing of assault troops on Jannary 31, 194 snd on July 21,
1944, he was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "v.,"  The
gitation states.in parts:’ ".,,Maintaining a hizh standard of effi-
clency throughout the training and executlon phares of these opera-
tiong, (he) rendered valusble service in direciing his auxiliary

attack cargo ship and attached landing craft during the invaslon of
Rol and yamur, Kwajaleln Iglands, and in the ceiablishment of hsan
vitod materially

heachhedd on Guam, Marianas Islands...(and) ccntreib
to the succesa of our forcesg,.."

For merltorldus

: While staging for the Iwo Jima assault landinge at Sailpan,
Pebruary 14, 1945, he fell between a landing craft and the GUNSTON
HALL, sufferinﬁ injuriez which hospltalized him for =even months .,
Tn September 1945 he was assigned to the Burcau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department, Washington, D, C., for brief duty ag a member of

s Selection Board, and 1n January 10406 assumed command of the USS
CONSOLATION, He contlnued eoa vervice in that command until July
1947, after which he completed the course 1n loglstice at the Naval

gar College, Newport, Rhode Island,

¢ In May 1948 he was assigned to the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval
Operations, Navy Department, where he served as Planning Officer in
the Naval Transportaticn Division, and on QOctober 1, 1949 became
Divector of the Plane Divisilon, of the newly created Military Sea
Transportation Service., In that capacity he played a prominent
part in organizing and plannlng the future of the Military Sea
Transportation Service. In May 1950 he assumed cominand of the USS
GENERAL H, W. BUTNER (AP 113), From May 1951 to October 1952 he
sevved as Commander MSTS Mid-Pacific Area at Psarl Harbor., In Oc-
tober 1952 he reported as Commander Seprvice Division THIRTY ONE,
“mop exceptionally meritorious conduct,.,{in Lo latter capacity)
during operatione against enemy aggregsor rforcer 1n Korea from Oc-
tober 23, 1952 to July 27,°1953.,," he wag auaried the Leglon of
Merit with Combat "v," The citation further siates Iin part:

: "phyoughout this period, Captain Colline alsplayed outstand-
ing executive ability and a thorcugh knowledge of logistic opera-
tiong in antlcipating and providing continuous support to the com-
bat units of the SEVENTH Fleet, While serving as Commander Task
Group 92.1 he was respongible for the planning and coordination of
the mobile veplenishment of Task Force SEVEWTY SEVEN and NINETY
PIVE, During June and July, vwhen maximum effort was beling exerted

against the enemy, he gerved as Commander Task Unlt g2,1.1 1n com-
mand of replenishment ships 1n the combat are
directly to the maintenance of exaching moblle logleti
gagentinl to the combat efficiency of the Fleet,
plexities of replenlshment operatlons eff
ing conditions he exhibited a keen analysis of the

a and contributed
¢ standards

Desplte the com-

ected by constantly chang-
gituation and
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aesured that all replenishmenﬁs in the conbat arsa were fulxllled
thereby permitting recond offensives to be launched aﬁainqt the
enemy during the fingl days of the Korean conflict.,.

J . Detached from duty as Commander Service Division THIRTY ONE,
he reported in December 1953 ag Chicf of Staff and Aide to the Oom=

mander Military Sea Trangportation Service, egtern Paciflc Area., -
In March 1955 he assumed command of the USS MANOHFSTER and continues
o serve in that command until March 1956 when he was ordered to |
duty as Chilef of Staff and Aide to the Commander Western Sea Fron- -
¥ler with headquarterﬂ at Treasure Igland, San Francisco, Califor~ :

‘ﬁia.

In additlon to the Legion of Merit and the Bronze Star Medal

éach with Combat “Vv," Captain Collins has the Naval Reserve Medal

¥ith one bronze. stary (twenty years of service); the American Do-
fense Service Medal; the American Campaign Meddl the Aslatic-Pa-
gific Campaign Medal with one silver star and fhrec bronze gtars
{eight engagements); the World War II Victory Mcdal; the National
Defense Sorvice Medal; the Korean Service Medai; the United Nations
Service Medal; and the Phillippine Liberation kibbon with two bronze
stars. He also has the Expert Pisgtol Shot Medal and the Expert

Rifleman Medal,
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